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H. left Ashbourne in the evening, we 
stopped to change horses at Derby, and availed our- 
selves of a moment to enjoy the conversation of m 
countryman, Dr. Butter, then physician there. He 
was in great indignation because Lord Mountstuart's 
bill for a Scotch militia had been lost. Dr. Johnson 
was as violent against it. I am glad, (said he,) 
that Parliament has had the spirit to throw it out. 
Tou wanted to take advantage of tha tima af am 
scoundrels; (meaning, I suppose, the ministry). It 
may be observed, that he used the epithet scoun-- 
drel very commonly not quite in the sense in 
which it is generally understood, but as a strong 
term of disapprobation; as when be abruptly an- 
swered Mrs. Thrale, who had asked him how be 
did, „Ready to become a scoundrel, Madam ; 
with a little more spoiling you will, I think, make me 
ba n rascal: * eee roar 
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kk is, no doubt, to be wished that a proper de- 
gree of attention should be shewn by great men to 
their early ſriends. But if either from obtuse insen- 


* 1 = 488 a. _—Yy 
c 7 R PR 
* 0 


9 THE LIFE or [rar. 67. 
L capricious and gelf-indulgent valetudinarian ; a cha- 


racter for which I have heard him express great 
disgust.” 

Johnson had with You upon this jaunt, © 1] Pal- 
merino d Inghilterra, à romance praised by Cer- 


vantes; but did not like it much. He said, he read 
it ſor the language, by way of preparation for his 


Italian n We wy this night at Loughbo- 


rough. 


| On Thursday, March 28, ve pak” our jour- 


ney. I cad that old Mr. Sheridan complained 


of the ingratitude of Mr. Wedderburne and General 


Fraser, who had been much obliged to him when 
they were young Scotehmen entering upon life in 


„Why, Sir, a man is very 


apt to complain of the ingratitude of those who have 


risen far above him. A man when he gets into a 
higher sphere, into other habits of life cannot keep 
up all his former connections. Then, Sir, those who 


may think that they ought still to be treated as on a 


level, which cannot be ; and an acquaintance in a 


former situation may bring out things which it would 


be very disagreeable to have mentioned beſore higher 


company, abough, perhaps, every body knows of 


them,” He placed this subject in a new light to 
me, and shewed that a man who has risen in the 
world, must not be condemned too harshly, for be- 


he may have been much obliged to them. 


new him formerly upon a level with themselves, 


£7 | 
nn, — * ů 


A 5 1776. | Da. JOUNSON, 
sibility to difference of situation, or presumptudus 
ſorwardness, which will not submit even to an ex- 
teriour observance of it, the dignity of high place 
cannot be preserved, when they are admitted into the 
company of those raised above the state in which 
they once were, encroachment must be repelled, and 
the kinder feelings sacrificed. To one of the very 
fortunate persons whom I have mentioned; namely, 
Mr. Wedderburne, now Lord Loughborough, I must 
do the justice to relate, that I have been assured by 
another early acquaintance of his, old Mr. Macklin, 
who assisted in improving his pronunciation, that he 
found him very grateful. Macklin, I suppose, had 
not pressed upon his elevation with so much eager- 
ness as the gentleman who complained of him. Dr. 
's remark as to the jealousy entertained of 
who rise far above us, nin ery - 


tween Charles Towshend ev our apa and —_— 
similar instances might be adduced. . ba 
He said, 4 tio commentye e ads 
ries for love.” We then talked of marrying women 
of fortune ; and I mentioned a common remark, that 
a man may be, upon the whole, richer by marrying 
a woman with a very small portion, because a wo- 
man of fortune will be proportionally expensive; 
whereas a woman who brings none will be very mo- 
derate in expenses. Joxxsow. © Depend upon it, 
Sir, this is not true: A woman of fortune being used 
to ihe tnodlingof money, spends it judiciously: but 
a woman who gets the command of money for the 
first time upon her marriage, has such a gust in 
spending it,, that she throws it away with great pro- 
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He praised the ladies of the present age, insisting 
that they were more faithful to their husbands, and 


more virtuous in every respect, than in former times; 
because their understandings were better cultivated, 
It was an undoubted proof of his good sense and good 
disposition, that he was never querulous, never prone 
to inveigh against the present times, as is so com- 
mon when snperficial minds are on the fret. On the 


eontrary, he was willing to speak favourably of his 


own age; and, indeed, maintained its superiority in 
every respect, except in its reverence for govern- 


ment; the relaxation of which he imputed, as its 


grand cause, to the shock which our monarchy re- 
ceived at the Revolution, though necessary; and 


secondly, to the timid concessions made to faction by 
successive administrations in the reign of his present 


Majesty. I am happy to think, that he lived to see 
the, Crown-at last recover its just influence. - 

At Leicester we read in the news-paper that Dr. 
1 I thought that the death of an 
old school-feHlow, and one with whom he had lived a 


good deal in London, would bave affected my fellow- 


traveller much: but be only said, Ah! poor Jamy.” 
Afterwards, however, when we were in the chaise, he 
said, with more tenderness, Since I set out on this 


jaunt, I have lost an old friend and a young one ;— 
Dr. James, and poor Harry.” 2 n 
. 3 33 
Having lun at St. Alban's, on Thursday, March | 
28, we breakfasted the next morning at Barnet, I 


expressed to him a weakness of mind which I could 


not help; an uneasy apprebension that my wiſe and 


children, who were at a great distance from me, 
might, * be ill.“ Sir, yu he, ) consider how 
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boolish you would think it in them to be appieticnidive! 
that you are ill.“ This sudden turn relieved me ſor 
the moment; but I afterwards perceived it to be an 
ingenious ſallacy.“ I might, to be sure, be satisfied 
that they had no reason to be apprehensive about me, 
because I Inet that I myself was well: but we might - 
have a mutual anxiety, without the charge of folly ; 
because each was, in zome degree, n 
ns condition of the other. 

1 enjoyed the luxury of our approach to Londen; 
that metropolis which we both loved 80 much, for the 
high and varied intellectual pleasure which it fur- - 
nishes. I experienced immediate happiness while 
whirled along with such a companion, and id to 
him, © Sir, you observed one day at General Ogle- 
thorpe's, that a man is never happy for the present, 

but when he is drunk. Will you not add, or when 
driving rapidly in a post-chaise?“ JohxsS0Ox. (e Mo; 
Sir, you are _—_— rapidly” from nente or 4 
something. 

Talking of melancholy" he said, “ Some — 
and very thinking men too, have not those vexing 
thoughts.“ ah een _— is nah, — 


* \Sercly it is ue fallacy, hrs adhd 6 | 
He who is perfectly well, eee 5 mv 
another at a distance from him, nozus to a certainty that the fears 
of that person concerning his health are imaginary and delusive ; 
and hence has a rational ground for supposing that his own appre- 
art os te AE 

* The phrase © vexing thoughts,“ is, I think, very expressive- 
It has been familiar to me from my childhood; for it is to be found 
in the IE hates wee pt Meet ALAN Ot 
hen dame ow 3.25 
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year round. Beauclerk, except when ill and in pain, 
is the same. But I believe most men have them in 
the degree in which they are capable of having them. 
II were n the country, and were distressed by 
that malady, I would force myself to take a book; 
and every time I did it I should find it the easier. 
Melancholy, indeed, should Wepa 
means but drinking. 

We stopped at Niessieurs Dillys, dosen in the 
Poultry ; from hence he hurried away, in a hackney 
coach, to Mr, Thrale's, in the Borough. I called 
at his house in the evening, having promised to ac- 
quaint Mrs. Williams of his saſe return; when, to 
my surprize, I found him sitting with her at tea, 
and, as I thought, not in a very good humour: for, 
it seems, when he had got to Mr. Thrale's, he ſound 
the coach was at the door waiting to carry Mrs. and 
Miss Thrale, and Signor Baretti, their Italian master, 
to Bath. This was not shewing the attention which 
might have been expected to tbe Guide, Philoso- 
pher, and Friend,” the Imlac who had hastened from 
the country to console a distressed mother, who he 
understood was very anxious for his return. They 
bad, I r- without een eee on _ 


bi . 
What #hould discourage thee? 
. « And why with wexing tbongbts art thou 

e Dizquieted in me?” 
trols tat wits thr ale But 
at a maturer period of life, after looking at various metrical versions 
of the Paal, I am well satisfied that the version used in Scotland 
is, upon the whole, the best; and that it is vain to think of having 
a better. e eee yt Dy CR Toys 


OTE ITE, transſution is admirable. 
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intended journey. I was glad to understand from 
him that it was still resolved that his tour to Italy 
with Mr. and Mrs. Thrale should take place, of 
which he had entertained some doubt, on aceount 
of the loss which they had suffered; and his doubts 
afterwards proved to be well-founded, ' He observed, 
indeed very justly, that “ their loss was an additional 
reason for their going abroad; and if it had not been 
fixed that he should have been one of the party, he 
would force them out; but he would not advise them 
unless his advice was asked, lest they might suspeet 
that he recommended what he wished on his on 
account.” I was not pleased that his intimacy with 

Mr. Thrale's family, though it no doubt contributed 
much to his comfort and enjoyment, was not with- 
out some degree of restraint: Not, as has been 
grossly suggested, that it was requireck of him as a 
task to talk for the entertainment of them and their 
company: but that he was not quite at his ease; 
which, however, might partly be owing to his own 
honest pride—that dignity of mind which is _ 
jeakowe of eee too compliant. 

On Sunday, March 31; 1-ealled/ on dim, 2 
ne him as a curiosity which I had discovered, 
his Translation of Lobo's Account of Abyssinia,” 
which Sir John Pringle had lent me, it being then 
little known as one of his works. He said, „ Take 
no notice of it,” or“ don't talk of it.“ — 
to think it beneath him, though done at six-and- 
twenty. I said to him, “ Your style, Sir, is much 
improved since you translated this.“ He answered 
with a sort of trimnphant smile, “Sir, T hope it is.“ 

On Wednesday, April 3, in the morning I found 

bim very busy putting his books in 3 and as 


/ 
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| they were generally very ald ones, rer 
were flying around him. He had on a pair of large 


Ry gloves such as hedgers use. His present appearance 


put me in mind of my uncle, Dr. Boswell's descrip- 
tion of him, bee rn 
Whole libraries. 
eee 
passed between me and Captain Cook, the day be- 
fore, at dinner at Sir John Pringle's; and he was 
much pleased with the conscientious accuracy of that 
celebrated circumnavigator, who set me right as to 
many of the exaggerated accounts given by Dr. 
Hawkesworth of his Voyages. I told him that while 
| was with the Captain, I catched the enthusiasm of 
curiosity and adventure, and felt a strong inclination 
to go with him on his next voyage. Jounson. © Why, 
Sir, a man. does ſeel so, till he considers how very 
little he can learn from such voyages.” BoswsLL. 
| Pat one is carried away with the general grand and 
indistinet notion of A Vor Ack ROUND THE WorLD.” 
Jonxsox. Yes, Sir, but a man is to guard himself 
against a taking a thing in general.” I said I was 
certain that a great part of what we are told by the 
travellers to the South Sea must be conjecture, be- 
cause they had not enough of the language of those 
countries to understand so much as they have related. 
Objects falling under the observation of the senses 
might be clearly known ; but every thing intellectual, 
every thing abstract politicks, morals, and religion, 
must be darkly guessed. Dr. Johnson was of the 
same opinion. He upon another occasion, when a 
friend mentioned to him several extraordinary facts, 
as communicated to him by the circumnavigators, 
slily observed, ( Sir, I never before knew how much 
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I was respected run. 1 4. 
none of these things.” 1 

. Oval; e | 
one of the South Sea Islands, after he had been some 
time in this country. Ho was struck with the ele- 
gance of his behaviour, and accounted for it thus: 
<« Sir, he had passed his time, while in England, 
only in the best company; so that all that he had 
acquired of our manners was genteel. As u proof of 

this, Sir, Lord Mulgrave and he dined one day at 
Streatham; they sat with their backs to the light 

fronting me, 80 that I could not see distinctly; and 
there was so little of the savage in Omai, that I was 
ee eee 
the other,” “! 


We agreed to dne der eee 


| nde fees e ee 


of the litigation concerning the Douglas Estate, in 
which I was one of the counsel, was to come on. I 
brought with me Mr. Murray, Solicitor- General of 
Scotland, now one of the Judges of the Court of 
Session, with the title of Lord Henderland. I men- 
tioned Mr. Solicitor's relation, Lord Charles Hay, 
with whom I knew Dr. Johnson had been acquaint- 
ed. Jonnsov. “ I wrote something for Lord Charles; 
and I thought he had nothing to fear from à court- 
martial. I suffered a great loss when he died p he 
was a mighty-pleasing man in conversation, and a 
reading man. The character of a soldier is high. 
They who stand forth the ſoremost in danger, ſor the 
community, have the respect of mankind. An officer 
is much more respected than any other man who bas 
as little money. In a commercial country, money 
will always. pucchoor — 


HE LIFE OF 1 67. 
. who has, properly speaking, no money, is 


every where well received and treated with attention. 
The character of a soldier always stands him in stead. 
BoswxLL. © Yet, Sir, I think that common soldiers 
are worse thought of than other men in the same 
rank of life ; such as labourers.” JonxsoNM. Why, 
Sir, a common soldier is usually a very gross man, 
and any quality which procures respect may be over- 
whelmed by grossness. A man of learning may be 
80 vicious or so ridiculous that you cannot respect 
him. A common soldier too, generally eats more 
than he can pay ſor. But when a common soldier 
is civil in his quarters, his red coat procures him a 
degree of respect. The peculiar respect paid to the 
military character in France was mentioned. Bos- 
WELL. I should think that where military men are 
8 50 numerous, they would be less valued as not being 
rare. Jonxsox . Nay, Sir, wherever a particular 
neee een dd the-enimatibe' of's 
people, those who are of it will be valued above other 
men. We value an Englishman highly in this coun- 
try, and yet Englishmen are not rare in it. 


Mr. Murray praised the ancient philosophers fr 
the candour and good humour with which those of 


different sects disputed with each other. Jonxsox. 
Sir, they disputed with good humour, because they 
were not in earnest as to religion. Had the ancients 
been serious in their belief, we should not have had 
their Gods exhibited in the manner we find them 
represented in the Poets. The people would not 
have suffered it. They disputed with good humour 
upon their fanciful theories, because they were not 


interested in the truth of them: when a man has 


nothing to lose, he may be in good humour wich his 


J 
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opponent. Accordingly you see in Lucian, the Epi- 
curean, who argues only negatively, keeps his tem- 
per; the Stoick, who has something positive to 
preserve, grows angry. Being angry with one who 
controverts an opinion which you value, is a neces- 
sary consequence of the uneasiness which you feel. | 
Every man who attacks my belief, diminishes in some 
degree my confidence in it, and therefore makes me 


uneasy; and I am angry with him who makes me 


uneasy. 'Those only who believed in revelation have 
been angry at having their faith called in question; 
because they only had something upon which they 
could rest as matter of fact.” ' Murray, It seems 
to me that we are not angry at a man for controvert- 
ing an opinion which we believe and value ; we 
rather pity him.“  Jouxsow. (Why, Sir; to be sure 
when you wish a man to have that belief which you 
think is of infinite advantage, you wish well to him ; 
but your primary consideration is your own quiet. 
If a madman were to come into this room with a 


stick in his hand, no doubt we should pity the state 


of his mind; but our primary consideration would be 
to take care of ourselves. We should knock him down 
first, and pity him aſterwards. No, Sir; every man 
will dispute with great good humour upon a subject 


in which he is not interested. I will dispute very 


calmly upon the probability of another man's son 
being hanged ; but if a man zealously enforces the 
probability that my own son will be hanged, I shall 
certainly not be in a very good humour with him. 
I added this illustration, © If a man endeavours to 
convince me that my wife, whom I love very much, 

and in whom I place great confidence, nn. 

able woman, and is even unſaithſul to me, I sball be 


- 
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very angry, for he is putting me in fear of being un- 
happy.” Murray... But, Sir, truth will always 


bear an examination.” Joxnsox. © Yes, Sir, but it 


is. painful to be forced to defend it. Consider, Sir, 


how should you like, though conscious of your in- 


ae ee NR NE eee CIS 
once a week 

We talked efledpration at great schools ; the 
advantages and disadvantages of which Johnson dis- 


played in a luminous manner; but his arguments 
preponderated so much in favour of the benefit which 


a boy of good parts might receive at one of them, 
that I have reason to believe Mr. Murray was very 


much influenced by what he had heard to-day, in his 
determination to send bis own son to Westminster 


school. I have acted in the same manner with regard 
to my on two sons; having placed the eldest at 
Eton, and the second at Westminster. I cannot say 
which is best. Dut in justice to both those noble 
seminaries, I with high satisfaction declare, that my 


boys have. derived from them a great deal of good, 


and no evil: and I trust they will, like Horace, be 


grateful t their father for giving them SERENE 


education. 

I introduced the topick, which is afro namely 
urged, that the Universities of England are too rich; 
80 that learning does not flourish in them as it would 


do, if hose who teach had smaller salaries, and de- 


pended on their assiduity for a great part of their in- 


come. \\ Jonyson. © Sir, neee of ibis is 


3 Dr. Adam Smith, 3 ore cas Profercar in the 
University of Glasgow, has uttered, in his © Wealth of Nations,” 


come reflections upon this ject which 48 cf not wel 


founded, and xeem to be invidious, 
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the truth; the English Universities are not rich 


enough. Our fellowships are only sufficient to sup- 


port a man during his studies to fit him for the world, 


and accordingly in general they are held no longer 


than till an opportunity offers of getting away. 
Now and then, perhaps, there is a fellow who grows 
old in his college; but this is against his will, unless 
he be a man very indolent indeed. A hundred a 


year is reckoned a good fellowship, and that is no 
more than is necessary to keep a man decently as a 
scholar. We do not allow our fellows to marry, be- 
cause we consider academical institutions as prepara- 
tory to a settlement in the world. It is only by being 
employed as a tutor, that a fellow can obtain any 
thing more than a livelihood. To be sure a man, 
who has enough without teaching, will probably not 
teach ; for we would all be idle if we could. In the 
same manner, a man who is to get nothing by teach- 


ing, will not exert himself. Gresham-College was 


intended as a place of instruction for London; able 
professors were to read lectures gratis, they contrived 
to have no scholars; whereas, if they had been al- 


lowed to receive but sixpence a lecture from each” 


scholar, they would have been emulous to have had 
many scholars. Every body will agree that it should 


be the interest of those who teach to have scholars; 


and this is the case in our Universities Thal they 


are too rich is certainly not true; ſor they have 
nothing good enough to keep a man of eminent 


learning with them for his life. In the foreign Uni- 
versities a professorship is a high thing. It is as 
much almost as a man can make by his learning ; 


and therefure we. find the most learned men abroad. 
arc in the Universities. It is not so with us, Our 


* 
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Universities are impoverished of learning, by the 
penury of their provisions. I wish there were many 
places of a thousand a- year at Oxford, to keep first- 
rate men of learning from quitting the University.“ 
Undoubtedly if this were the case, Literature would 
have a still greater dignity and splendour at Oxſord, 
and there would be grander ling nnn insruc- 
tion. 
1 mentioned Mr. Moclaurin's uneasiness ON ac- 
count of a degree of ridicule carelessly thrown on 
his deceased father, in Goldsmith's“ — of Ani- 
mated Nature,” in which that celebrated mathema- 
_ ' tician is represented as being subject to fits of yawn- 
ing so violent as to render him incapable of proceed- 
ing in his lecture; a story altogether unfounded, but 
for the publication of which the law would give no 
reparation.“ This led us to agitate the question, 
whether legal redress could be obtained, even when 
a man's deceased relation was calumniated in a pub- 
lication. Mr. Murray maintained there should be 
reparation, unless the authour could justify himself by 
Proving the fact. Jonxson. © Sir, it is of so much 
more consequence that truth should be told, than that 
individuals should not be made uneasy, that it is much 
better that the law does not restrain writing freely 
concerning the characters of the dead. Damages 
will be given to a man wha is calumniated in his life- 
ume, because he may be hurt in his worldly interest, 
*r hurt in his mind: but the law does not 


T 4 4 Dr. Goldamith was dead before Me. Metenia comma che 
ludicrous errour, But Mr. Nourse, the bookseller, who was the 
| Proprietor of the work, upon being applied to by Sir John Pringle, 

agreed very handsomely to have the leaf on which it was contained, 
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regard that uneasiness which a man ſeels on having 
his ancestor calumniated. That is too nice. Let 
him deny what is said, and let the matter have a fair 
chance by discussion. But, if a man could say 
nothing against a character but what he can prove, 
history could not be written; for a great deal is 
known of men of which proof cannot be brought. 
A minister may be notoriously known to take bribes, 
and yet you may not be able to prove it,” Mr, Murray 
suggested, that the authour should be obliged to show 
some sort of evidence, though he would not require 
a striot legal proof: but Johnson firmly and resolute- 
ly opposed any restraint whatever, as adverse to a 
free investigation of the characters of mankind. 


What Dr. Johnson has here said, is undoubtedly good sense; 
yet I am afraid that law, though defined by Lord Coke © the per- 
 fection of reason,” is not altogether <vith hin; for it is held in the 
books, that an attack on the reputation even of a dead man, may 
be punished as a libel, because tending to a breach of the peace. 
There is, however, I believe, no modern decided case to that effect. 
In the Kivg's Bench, Trinity Term, 1790, the question occurred 
on occasion of an indictment, The King v. Topham, who, us a pro- 
- Preetgr of a news- paper entitled © Tun WorLd,” was found guilty 
of a libel against Earl Cowper, deceased, because certain injurious 
charges against his Lordship were published in that paper. An 
arrest of Judgment having been moved for, the case was afterwards 
solemnly argued. My friend Mr. Const, whom I delight in hav- 
ing an opportunity. to praise, not only for his abilities but his man- 

ners; a gentleman whos ancient German blood has been mellowed 
in England, and who may be truely said to unite the Baron and the 
Barritter, was one of the Counsel for Mr. Topham. He displayed 
much learning and ingenuity. upon the general question ; which, 
however, was not decided, as the Court granted an arrest chiefly on 
the informality of the indictment. No man has a higher reverence 
| for the law of England than I have; but, with all deference I can- 
not help thinking, that prosecution by indictment, if a defendant is 
never to be allowed to justify, must often be very oppress ive, unless 
G | "I 22 
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On Thursday, April 4, having called on Dr. John- 
son, I said, it was a pity that truth was not so firm as 
to bid defiance to all attacks, so that it might be shot 
at as much as people chose to attempt, and yet re- FL 
main unhurt. JonxsoN. Then, Sir, it would not 5 
be shot at. Nobody attempts to dispute that two 


«The Juries of England are Judges of law as well as of fact, 
in many civil, and in all criminal trials. That my principles of 
resiitance may not be misapprehended any more than my principles 
of mbmiszion, I protest that I should be the last man in the world 
| to encourage Juries to contradict rashly, wantonly, or perversely, 
the opinion of the Judges. On the contrary, I would have them 
listen respectfully to the advice they receive from the Bench, by 
which they may often be well directed in forming their own opinion; 
which, and not another's,* is the opinion they are to return np 
their carbs. But where, after due attention to all that the Judge has 
said, they are decidedly of a different opinion. om him, they have 
A Ms eee EDI np pg 
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and two make four : but with contests concerning 5 
moral truth, human passions are generally mixed, F 
Juries, whom I am more and more confirmed in holding to be judges $ 
of law as well as of fact, resolutely interpose. Of late an act of i 
Parliament has passed declaratory of their full right to one as well 4 
as the other, in matter of libel ; and the bill having been brought in [2 
by a popular gentleman, many of. his party have in most extravagant 5 
terms declaimed on the wonderful acquisition to che liberty of the DP 
press. For my own part I ever was clearly of opinion that this of 
right was inherent in the very constitution of a Jury, and indeed in 
$ense and reason inseparable from their important function, To FY 
establish it, therefore, by Statute, is, I think, narrowing its founda. #7 
tion, which is the broad and deep basis of Common Law. Would Fl 
| it not rather weaken the right of primo-geniture, or any other old | E 
and universally-acknowledged right, should the legislature pass an 1 
act in favour of it. In my « Letter to the People of Scotland, | 1 
against diminishing the number of the Lords of Session, published 8. 
in 1785, there is the following passage, which, as a concise, and I L 
hope a fair and rational state of the matter, I presume to quote: 5 
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and therefore it must ever be liable to assault and mis- 
representation.“ 

On Friday, April 5, being Good Friday, after hav- 
ing attended the morning service at St, Clement's 
church, F walked home with Johnson. We talked 
of the Roman Catholick religion. Jonxsox, © In 
the barbarous ages, Sir, priests and people were 
equally deceived ; but afterwards there were gross 
corruptions introduced by the clergy, such as indul- 
gencies to priests to have concubines, and the wor- 
ship of images, not, indeed, inculcated, but know- 
ingly permitted.“ He strongly densured the heensed 
Stews at Rome. BoswRLL. “ 56 then, Sir, you would 
allow of no irregular intercourse whatever between 
the sexcs? Jopxson. © To be sure I would not, 
Sir. I would punish it much more than it is done, 
and so restrain it. In all countries there has been 
' fornication, as in all countries there has been theft ;_ - 
but there may be more or less of the one, as well as 
of the other, in proportion to the force of law. All 
men will naturally commit fornication, as all then will 
naturally steal. And, Sir, it is very absurd to argue, 
as has been often done; that prostitutes are necessary 
to prevent the violent effects of appetite from violat- 
ing the decent order of life; nay, should be permit- 
ted, in order to pregerve the chastity of our wiyes and 
daughters. Depend upon it, Sir, severe laws; steadily 

enſorced, would be cutticient- ne. those 1 and 
would promote marriage.“ 
I stated to him this case: Suppe a men has a 
daughter, who he knows has been-geduced, but her 
misfortune is concealed from the world ? should be 
keep her in his house ? Would he not, by 2 $0, 
Vol. III. | 0 c 
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On Thursday, April 4, having called on Dr. John- 
son, I said, it was a pity that truth was not so firm as 

to bid defiance to all attacks, so that it might be shot 
at as much as people chose to attempt, and yet re- 
main unhurt. Jonxs0N. ** Then, Sir, it would not 


be shot at. Nobody attempts to dispute that two 


and two make four: but with contests concerning 
moral truth, human passions are generally mixed, 


Juries, whom L am more and more confirmed in holding to be judges 
of law as well as of fact, resolutely interpose. Of late an act of 
Parliament has passed declaratory of their full right to one as well 
as the other, in matter of libel ; and the bill having been brought in 
by a popular gentleman, many of his party have in most extravagant 
terms declaimed on the wonderful acquisition to the liberty of the 
press. For my own part I ever was clearly of opinion that this 
right was inherent in the very constitution of a Jury, and indeed in 
sense and reason inseparable from their important function, To 
establish it, therefore, by Statute, is, I think, narrowing its founda. 


tion, which is the broad and deep basis of Common Law. Would 


| it not rather weaken the right of primo-geniture, or any other old 
and universally.acknowledged right, should the legislature pass an 
act in favour of it. In my Letter to the People of Scotland, 
against diminishing the number of the Lords of Session, published 
in 1785, there is the following passage, which, as a concise, and I 
hope a fair and rational state of the matter, I presume to quote: 
The Juries of England are Judges of law as well as of ſuct, 
in many civil, and in all criminal trials. That my principles of 
resistance may not be misapprebeaded any more than my principles 
of arb mittion, I protest that I should be the last man in the world 
to encourage Juries to contradict rashly, wantonly, or perversely, 
the opinion of the Judges. On the contrary, I would have them 
listen respectfully to the advice they receive from the Bench, by 
which they may often be well directed in forming their own opinion; 
which, and not another's,” is the opinion they are to return pox 
their oaths. But whete, after due attention to all that the Judge has 
said, they are decidedly of a different opinion. om him, they have 


not only a power and a right, but they are e als to 
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and therefore it must ever be liable to assault and mis- 
representation.“ 

On Friday, April 5, being Good Friday, after hav- 
ing attended the morning service at St, Clement's 


church, I walked home with Johnson. We talked 


of the Roman Catholick religion. JonxsdN. © In 
the barbarous ages, Sir, priests and people were 
equally deceived ; but afterwards there were gross 
corruptions introduced by the clergy, such as indul- 
gencies to priests to have concubines, and the wor- 


ship. of images, not, indeed, inculcated, hut know- 


ingly permitted.” He strongly censured the licensed 
Stews at Rome. BoswRLL. © 50 then, Sir, you would 


allow of no irregular intercourse whatever between 


the sexcs?“ Jopxson. © To be sure I would not, 
Sir. I would punish it much more than it is done, 
and so restrain it. In all countries there has been 


fornication, as in all countries there has been theft 3 -_ 


but there may be more or less of the one, as well as 
of the other, in proportion to the force of law. All 
men will naturally commit fornication, as all then will 
naturally steal. And, Sir, it is very absurd to argue, 
as has been often done; that prostitutes are necessary 

to prevent the violent effects of appetite from violat- 


ing the decent order of life; nay, should be permit- 


ted, in order to pregerve the chastity of our wiyes and 


daughters. Depend vpon it, Sir, severe laws; steadily 


enforced, would be nenn We „ and 


; would promote marriage.“ 


stated to him this case: « guppose a men ng a 
daughter, who he knows has been geduced, but her 


| misfortune is concealed from the world 2 should he 
keep her in his house? Would be not, by YN 50, 
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be accessary to imposition ? And, perhaps, a worthy, 
unsuspecting man might come and marry this woman, 
unless the father inform him of the truth.” Jonx- 
so. „Sir, he is accessary to no imposition. His 
daughter is in his house; and if a man courts her, 
he takes his chance. If a friend, or, indeed, if any 
man asks his opinion whether he should marry her, 
he ought to advise him against it, without telling 
why, because his real opinion is then required. Or, 
if he has other daughters who know of her frailty, he 
ought not to keep her in his house. Lou are to con- 
sider the state of life is this; we are to judge of one 
another's characters as well as we can; and a man is 
| - not bound, in honesty or honour, to tell us the faults 
1 of his daughter or of himself. A man who has de- 
CT bauched his friend's daughter is not obliged to ay to 
. every body Take care of me; don't let me into 
Four houses without suspicion. I once debauched a 
11 friend's daughter. I may debauch yours. 
1 Mr. Thrale called upon him, and appeared to bear 
the loss of his son with a manly composure. There 
was no affectation about him; and he talked, as 
usual, upon indifferent subjects. He seemed to me 
to hesitate as to the intended Italian tour, on which, 
I flattered myself, he and Mrs. Thrale and Dr. John- 
son were soon to set out; and, therefore, I pressed it 
as much as I could. I mentioned, that Mr. Beau- 
clerk had said, that Barretti, whom they were to carry 
with them, would keep them so long in the little 
| towns of his own district, that they wonld not have 
. * time to sce Rome. I mentioned this, to put them 
on their guard:  Jonxsov. “ Sir, we do not thank 
Mr. Beauclerk for supposing thatwe are to be di- 
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rected by Barretti. No, Sir; Mr. Thrale is to go, 
by my advice, to Mr. Jackson,* (the all-knowing) 
and get from him a plan for sceing the most that can 
be seen in the time that we have to travel. We 
must, to be sure, see Rome, Naples, Florence, and 
Venice, and as much more as we can.” (Speaking 
with a tone of animation.) 
When I expressed an earnest wish for his remarks 
on Italy, he said, „I do not see that I could make a 
book upon Italy; yet I should be glad to get two 
hundred pounds, or five hundred pounds, by such a 
work.” This she wed both that a journal of his Tour 
upon the Continent was not wholly out of his con- 
templation, and that he uniformly adhered to that 
strange opinion, which his indolent disposition made 
him utter : © No man but a blockhead ever wrote, 
except for money.” Numerous instances to refute 
this will occur to al who are versed in the history of 
literature. 

He gave us one of the many sketches of character 
which were treasured in his mind, and which he was 


*» wont to produce quite unexpectedly in a very enter- 


taining manner. I lately, (said he,) received a. 
letter from the East-Indies, from a gentleman whom 
I formerly knew very well; he had returned from 
that country with a- handsome fortune, as it was 
reckoned, before means were found to acquire those 
immense sums which have been brought from thence 
of late; he was a scholar, and an agreeable man, and 


lived very Pony in London, till his wife died. Af- 


6 A 1 who from his extraordinary stores of 1 
has been stiled ortniccients Johnson, I think very properly, altered 
it to all-knowing, as it is'a . solenney 6 to the 
„Supreme Being. ; 
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ter her death, be took to dissipation and gaming, and 
lost all he had. One evening he lost a thousand 

pounds to a gentleman whose name I am sorry I have 
_ forgotten. Next morning he sent the gentleman 

five hundred pounds, with an apology that it was all 

be had in the world. The gentleman sent the 
money back to him, declaring he would not accept 
of it; and adding, that if Mr. had occasion 
for five hundred pounds more, he would lend it to 
him. He resolved to go out again to the East Indies, 
and make his fortune anew. He got a considerable 
appointment, and J had some intention of accom- 
panying him. Had I thought then as I do now, I 

should have gone: but, at that time, I had objec- 


tions to quitting England.“ 


It was a very remarkable circumstance about John- 
son, whom shallow observers have supposed to have 
been ignorant of the world, that very ſew men had 
seen greater variety of characters; and none could 
observe them better, as was evident from the strong, 
yet nice portraits which he often drew. I have fre- 
quently thought that if he had made out what the 
French call ame catalogue raisonnee of all the people 
who had passed under his observation, it would have 
afforded a very rich fund of instruction and entertain- 
ment. The suddenness with which his accounts of 
some of them started out in conversation, was not less 
pleasing than surprising. remember he once ob- 
served to me, © It is wonderful, Sir, what is to be 
found in London. The most literary conversation 

that I ever enjoyed, was at the table of Jack Ellis, a 
money-scrivener behind the Royal Exchange, with | 


whom I at one period used to dine * once a 
week. He 
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Volumes would be required to contain a list of his 
numerous and various acquaintance, none of whom 
he ever forgot ; and could describe and discriminate 
them all with precision and vivacity. He associated 
with persons the most widely different in manners, 
abilities, rank, and accomplishments. He was at 
once the companion of the brilliant Colonel Forrester 


of the guards, who wrote “ The Polite Philosopher, 
and of the aukward and uncouth Robert Levet ; of 
Lord Thurlow, and Mr. Sastres, the Italian master; 
and has dined one day with the beautiful, gay, and 
fascinating Lady Craven,“ and the next with good 

Mrs. Gardiner, the tallow-chandler, on Snow-hill. 
On my expressing my wonder at his discovering 


7 This Mr. Ellis was, I believe, the last of that profession called 
Scrivenert, which is one of the London companies, but of which 
the business is no longer carried on separately, but is transacted by 
attornies and others. He was a man of literature and talents. He 
was the authour of a Hudibrastick version of Maphæus's Canto, in 
addition to the Xneid ; of some poems in Dodsley's collections; 
and various other small pieces; but being a very modest man, never 
put his name to any thing. He shewed me a translation which he 
had made of Ovid's Epistles, very prettily done. Thers is a good 
engraved portrait of him by Pether, from a picture by Fry, which 
hangs in the hall of the Scriveners' company. I visited him Oecto- 
ber 4, 1790, in his ninety-third year, and found his judgement 
distinct and clear, and his memory, though faded s0 as-to fail him 
occasionally, yet, as he assured me, and I indeed perceived, able to 
serve him- very well, after a little recollection, It was agreeable to 
observe, that he was free from the discontent and fretfulness which 
too often molest old age. He in the summer of that year walked to 
Rotherhithe, where he dined, and walked home in the evening. He 
died on the 318t of December, 1791. 

Lord Macartney, who with his other distinguiched qualltles, 
is remarkable also for an elegant pleasantry, told me, that he met 


* * Johnson at Lady Crayen's, and that he seemed jealous of any inter- 


ference : © So, (said his Lordship, smiling,) 7 kept back.” 


Fl 
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so much of the knowledge peculiar. to different pro- 
fessions, he told me, I learnt what I know of law, 
chiefly from Mr. Ballow,? a very able man. I learnt 
some too from Chambers; but was not so teachable 
then. One is not willing to be taught by a young 
man.” When I expressed- a wish to know more > 
about Mr. Ballow, Johnson said, „Sir, I have seen 
him but once these twenty years. The tide of liſe 
has driven us different ways.” I was sorry at the 

time to hear this; but whoever quits the creeks of 

private connections, and fairly gets into the great 
ocean of London, will, by imperceptible degrees, 
unavoidably experience such cessations of acquaint- 
ance. | 

My knowledge of physick, (he added,) I learnt 
from Dr. James, whom I helped in writing the pro- 
posals for his Dictionary, and also a little in the 
Dictionary itself.. I also learnt from Dr. Lawrence, 
but was then grown more stubborn.“ 

A curious incident happened to-day, while Mr. 
Thrale and I sat with him, Francis announced that 
a large packet was brought to him from the post- 
office, said to have come from Lisbon, and it was 
charged even pounds ten chilling. He would not 
receive it, supposing it to be some trick, nor did he 
even look at it. But upon enquiry afterwards he 
found that it was a real packet for him, from that very 
friend in the East Indies of whom he had been speax- 
ing; and the ship which carried it having come to 


| 9 There is an account « im i Si Jon heli, Life d 
Johnson, 
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Portugal, this packet, with others, had been = into 
the post- office at Lisbon. 

I mentioned a. new gaming. lub, of which Mr. 
Beauclerk had given me an account, where the 


members played to a desperate extent. JOHNSON.” 
Depend upon it, Sir, this is mere talk. Ho is 
rained by gaming? You will not find six instances 


in an age. There is a strange rout made about deep: 
play: whereas you have many more people ruined: 


by adventurous trade, and yet we do not hear suth. 


an outcry against it.” 'THRALE. * There may be few: 


people absolutely ruined by deep play; but very 


many are much hurt in their circumstances by it.“ 
Jonxsox. © Yes, Sir, and so are very many by other 


kinds of expence.” I had heard him talk once beſore 


in the same manner; and at Oxford he said, “ he 


wished he had learnt to play at cards.” The truth, 
however, is, that he loved to display his ingenuity in 
argument; and therefore would sometimes in con- 
versation maintain opinions which he was sensible 
were virong, but in supporting which, his reasoning 
and wit would be most conspicuous. 'He would 
begin thus: Why, Sir, as to the good or evil of 


card-playing—” Now, (said Garrick,) he is think-, 
ing which side he shall take.” He appeared to have 
a pleasure in contradiction, especially when any 
opinion whatever was delivered with an air of confi- 
dence ; so that there was hardly any topick, if not, 
one of the great truths of Religion and Morality, 


that be might not have been incited to argue, either 
for or against. Lord Elibank* bad the highest 
admiration of his powers, He once observed to me, 


Bn © 


2 Patrick Lord Elibank, who died in 1778. ' 
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& Whaterer opinion Johnson maintains, I will not 


say that he convinces me; but he never fails to shew 
me, that he has good reasons for it.” I have heard 
Jobnson pay his Lordship this high compliment: 
I never was in Lord Elibank's _—_— without 
Gbr. something.“ 

We sat together till it was too late for the after- 
. noon service. Thrale said, he had come wich inten- 
tion to go to church with us. We went at seven to 


evening prayers at St. Clement's church, afier having 


drank coffee; an indulgence, which I understood 
Johnson yielded to on this occasion, in compliment 
to Thale. | 

On Sunday, April 7, Easter-day, after having been 


at St. Paul's cathedral, I came to Dr. Johnson, ac- 


cording to my usual custom. It seemed to me, that 
there was always something . peculiarly mild and 
placid in his manner upon this holy festival, the 
commemoration of the most joyful event in the his- 
tory of our world, the resurrection of our Lord and 
Savon, who, having triumphed over death and the 
grave, proclaimed immortality to mankind. 

I repeated to him an argument of a lady of my 
acquaintance, who maintained, that her husband's 
having been guilty of numberless infidelities, re- 
leased her from conjugal obligations, because they 
were reciprocal. Jounson. © This is miserable 

stuff, Sir. To the contract of marriage, besides the 


man and wife, there is a third party Society; and 


if it be considered as a vow—Gop : and, therefore, 
it cannot be dissolved by their consent alone. Laws 
are not made for particular cascs, but for men in 
general. A woman may be unhappy with her- hus- 


band; but she cannot be freed from him without 
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the approbation of the civil and ecelesiastical power. 
A man may be unhappy, because he is not so rich as 


another; but he is not to seize upon another's property 


with his own hand.” Boswerr. But, Sir, this 
lady does not want that the contract should be dis- 


solved; she only argues that she may indulge her- 


7, 


self in gallantries with equal freedom as her husband 
does, provided she takes care not to introduce a spu- 
rious issue into his family. You know, Sir, what 


Macrobius has told us of Julia.” Jonx som. This 


lady of yours, Sir, I think, is very fit for a brothel.” _ 
Mr. Macbean, authour of the “ Dictionary of 
ancient Geography,” came in. He mentioned that 
he had been forty years absent from Scotland, “ Ah, 
Baewell ! (said Johnson, smiling,) what would you 
give to be forty years from Scotland?“ I said, 1 
should not like to be so long absent from the seat 
of my ancestors.” This gentleman, Mrs. 1 


and Mr. Levett, dined with us. 


Dr. Johnson made a remark; which both Mr. | 


Macbean and I thought new. . It was this: that 


* the law against usury is for the protection of cre- 


ditors as well as debtors ; for if there were no such 


check, people would be apt, from the temptation of 
great interest, to lend to desperate persons, by whom 
they would lose their money: Accordingly there are 


instances of ladies being ruined, by having injudi- 
ciously sunk their fortunes for high annuities, which, 


after a few years, ceased to be paid, in consequence 
of the ruined circumstances of the borrower.” 
Mrs. Williams was very pecvish ; and I wondered 


att Johnson's patience with her now, as I had often 


| # # Nanguam enim nisi navi plend tolle wectorem,” Lib. ii. c. vi. 
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done on similar occasions. The truth is, that his 
humane consideration of the ſorlorn and indigent 
state in which this lady was leſt by her father, induced 
him to treat her with the utmost tenderness, and 
even to be desirous of procuring her amusement, 80 
as sometimes to incommode many of his friends, by 
carrying her with him to their houses, where, from 


her manner of eating, in consequence of her blind- 


ness, she could not but offend the delicacy of pions 
of nice sensations. 

After coffee, we went to afternoon service in St. 
Clement's church. Observing some beggars in the 
street as we walked along, I said to him I sup 
there was no civilised country in the world, where the 
misery of want in the lowest classes of the people was 
prevented. JonxsON. I believe, Sir, there is not; 
but it is better that some should be unhappy, than 
that none should be happy, which would be the case 
in a general state of equality.” 

When the service was ended, I went home with 
him, and we sat quietly by ourselves. He recom- 


mended Dr. Choyne's books. I said, I thought 


| Cheyne had beet reckoned whimsical.—* So he was, 


(said he,) in some things; but there is no end of 
qbjections. There are few books to which some 


objection or other may not be made.” He added, 
I would not have you read any thing else of 
Cheyne, but his book on Health, and * en 
Malady.“ 

Upon the question whether a man who had SES 
guilty of vicious actions would do well to force him- 
self into solitude and sadness; Jounsoxn. © No, Sir, 
unless it prevent him from being vicious again. With 


some people, gloomy penitence is only madness tur- 
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ned upside down. A man may be gloomy, till, in 


order to be relieved from gloom, he has recourse 
again to criminal indulgencies.“ | 

On Wednesday, April 10, I dined with him at 
Mr. Thrale's where were Mr. Murphy and some other 
company. Before dinner, Dr. Johnson and I passed 
some time by ourselves. I was sorry to find it was 
now. resolved that the proposed journey to Italy 
should not take place this year. He said, I am 
disappointed, to be sure; but it is not a great 
disappointment.” I wondered to see him bear, with 


a philosophical calmness, what would have made 


most people peevish and fretful. I perceived, how- 
ever, that he had so warmly cherished the hope of 
enjoying classical scenes, that he could not easily part 
with the scheme; for he said, I shall probably con- 


trive to get to Italy some other way. But I won't 
mention it to Mr, and Mrs. Thrale, as it might vex 


them.” I suggested, that going to Italy might have 
done Mr. and Mrs. Thrale good. Jonxsox. “I 
rather believe not, Sir. While grief is fresh, every 
attempt to divert only irritates. You must wait till 
grief be digested, and then amusement will dissipate 
the remains of it.“ 

At dinner, Mr. Murphy entertained us with the 
history of Mr. Joseph Simpson, a schoolfellow of Dr. 
Johnson's, a barrister at law, of good parts, but who 
fell into a dissipated course of life, incompatible with 


that success in his profession which he once had, and 


would otherwise have deservedly maintained; yet he 
still preserved a dignity in his deportment. He wrote 


4, tragedy on the story of Leonidas, entitled The 
Patriot,” He read it to a company of lawyers, who 


found so many faults, that he wrote it over again: 80 


I | * 


- 
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then there were two tragedies. on the same subject 
and with the same title. Dr. Johnson told us, that one 
of them was still in his possession. This very piece 
was, after his death, published by some person who 
had been about him, and, for the sake of a little hasty 
profit, was fallaciously advertised, so as to make it be 
believed to have been written by Johnson himself. 

I said, I disliked the custom which some people 
had of bringing their children into company, because 
it in a manner forced us to pay foolish compliments 


to please their parents. Jouxsox, © You are right, 


Sir. We may be excused for not caring much about 
other people's children, for there are many who care 
very little about their own children. It may be ob- 
served, that men, who from being engaged in busi- 
ness, or from, their course of life in whatever way, sel- 
dom see their children, do not care much about 


them. I myself should not have had much fondness 


for a child of my own,” Mns. Tuzars. © Nay, 
Sir, how can you talk. so?“ Jounson. “ At lcast, 1 
never wished*to have a child.“ 

Mr. Murphy mentioned Dr. Johnson's: dane a 
design to publish an edition of Cowley. Johnson 
said, he did not know but he should; and he ex- 


pressed his disapprobation of Dr. Hurd, for having 


published a mutilated edition under the title of Se- 


lect Works of Abraham Cowley.” Mr. Murphy 


thought it a bad precedent ; observing, that any au- 
thour might be used in the same manner; and that 
it was pleasing to sec the variety of an authour com- 
positions, at different periods. 


We talked of Flatmun's Poems; and Mrs. Thrale 


observed, that Pope had partly borrowed from him, 
The dying Christian to his Soul,” Johnson re- 
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peated Rochester's verses upon Flatman, which, I 
think, by much too severe: 


Nor that slow drudge i in swift Pindarick strains, 
« Flatman, who Cowley imitates with pains, 
< And rides a jaded Muse, whipt with loose reins.” 


I like to recollect all the passages that I heard John- 
son repeat: it stamps a value on them. 

He told us, that the book entitled“ The Thos of 
the Poets, by Mr. Cibber,” was entirely compiled by 
Mr. Shiels, a Scotchman, one of his amanuenses. 


ln the Monthly Review for May, 1792, there is such a cor- 
rection of the above passage, as I should think myself very.culpable 
not to subjoin. This account is very inaccurate. The following 
statement of facts we know to be true, in every material circum- 
stance:— Shiels was the principal collector and digester of the mate... 
rials for the work: but as he was very raw in authourship, an in- 
different writer in prose, and his language full of Scotticisms, Cib- 
ber, who was a clever, lively fellow, and then soliciting employment 
among the booksellers, was engaged to correct the style and diction 
of the whole work, then intended to make only four volumes, with 
power to alter, expunge, or add, as he liked. He was also to up- 
ply notes, occasionally, especially concerning those dramatick poets 
with whom he had been chiefly conyersant. ' He also engaged to 
write several cf the Lives ; which, (as we are told,) he, accordingly, 
performed. He was farther useful in striking out the Jacobitical 
and Tory sentiments, which Shiels had industriously interspersed 
wherever he could bring them in: and, as the success of the work 
appeared, after all, very doubtful, he was content with twenty-one 
pounds for his labour beside a few sets of the books, to disperse 
among his friends,—Shiels had nearly seventy pounds, beside the 
advantage of many of the best Lives in the work being communica- 
ted by friends to the undertaking ; and for. which Mr. Shiels had 


the same consideration as for the rest, being paid by the sheet, for 


the whole, He was, however, so angry with his Whiggish super- 

visor, (Tas. like his father, being a violent stickler for the political 

principles which prevailed in the reign of George the Second, 
for 80 unmercifully mutilating his copy, and scouting his politicks, 
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6 The booksellers (said he,) gave Theophilus Cibber, 
who was then in prison, ten guineas, to allow Mr. 


that he wrote Cibber a challenge: but was prevented from sending 


it, by the publisher who fairly laughed him out of his fury. The 


proprietors, too, were discontented, in the end, on account of Mt. 
Cibber's unexpected industry; for his corrections and alterations in 


the proof-sheets were so unmerous and considerable, that the printer 


made for them a grievous addition to his bill; and, in fine, all par- 


ties were diszatisfied, On the whole, the work was productive of 


no profit to the undertakers, who had agreed, in case of success, to 
make Cibber a present of some addition to the twenty guineas which 
he had received, and for which his receipt is now in the booksellers* 
hands. We are farther assured, that he actually obtained an addi- 
tional sum; when he, soon after, (in the year 1758,) unfortunately 


embarked for Dublin, on an engagement for one of the theatres 


there: but the ship was cast away, and every person on board pe- 


rished. There were about sixty passengers, among whom was the 


Earl of Drogheda, with many other persons of consequence and pro- 
pert 7). | 

&« As. to the alledged design of making the compilement pass for. | 
the work of old Mr. Cibber, the charges seem to have been founded 
on a somewhat uncharitaþle construction. We are assured that the. 


2 thought was not harboured by some of the proprietors, who are still 


living; and we hope that it did not occur to the first designer of the 
work, who was also the printer of it, and who bore a respectable 
character. Saks f | 

© We have been induced to enter thus circumstantially into the 
foregoing detail of facts relating to the Lives of the Poets, compiled 
by Messrs. Cibber and Shiels, from a sincere regard to that sacred 
principle of Truth, to which Dr, Johnson so rigidly adhered, ac- 
cording to the best of his knowledge; and which, we believe, 20 


consideration would have prevailed on him to violate. - In regard to 


the matter, which we now dismiss, he had, no daubt, been misled by 
partial and wrong information: Shiels was the Doctor's amanuen- 
sis; he had quarrelled with Cibber ; it is natural to suppose that he 
told his ſtory in his own way; and it is certain that he was 
not a very sturdy moralist.*”” This explanation appears to me 
very satisfactory. It is, however, to be observed, that the story 
told by Johnson does not rest solely upon my record of his conversa- 

tion; for he himself has published it in his life of Hammond, where. 
he says, © the manuscript of Shiels is now in my. possession,” Very 


4. b. 1976.] Du. JOHNSON. | 31 


Cibber to be put upon the title- page, as the authour ; 
by this, a double imposition was intended : in the 
first place, that it was the work of a Cibber at all ; 


and, in the second place, that it was the work of 


old Cibber.” 

Mr. Murphy said, that © The Memoirs of Gray's 
Life set him much higher in his estimation than his 
poems did; for you there saw a man constantly at 
work in literature.” Johnson acquiesced in this; 
but depreciated the book, I thought, very unreason- 


ably. For he said,“ I forced myself to read it, only 


because it was a common topick of conversation. I 
found it 1nighty dull; and, as to the style, it is fit 
for the second table.” Why he thought so I was at 
a loss to conceive. He now gave it as his opinion, 


that Akenside was a N58 poet 1 75 to ny 


and Mason.” 

Talking of the Reviews, 1 aa, « I think 
them very impartial : I Jo not know an instance of 
partiality.” He mentioned what had passed upor 
the subject of the Monthly and Critical Reviews, in 
the conversation with which his Majesty had honour- 
ed him. He expatiated a little more on them this 
evening. The Monthly Reviewers (said he) are 
not Deists ; but they are Christians with as little 
christianity as may be; and are for pulling down all 
establishments. The Critical Reviewers are f6r sup- 
porting the constitution both in church and state. 


probab!y he had trusted to Shiels's word, and never looked at it $0 4s 
to compare it with The Lives of the Poets, as published under 
Mr. Cibber's name. What became of that manuscript I know not. 

I should have liked much to examine it, I suppose it was thrown 
Into the fire in that impetuous combustion of papers, which S 
I think rashly executed, when moribundus. 
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The Critical Reviewers, I believe, oſten review with- 
out reading the booksythrough ; but lay hold of a 
topick, and write chiefly from their own minds. The 
Monthly Reviewers are duller men, and are © glad to 
read the books through.” 
| Ille talked of Lord Lyttelton's extreme anxiety as 
1 an authour; observing, that he was thirty years in 
BEE. preparing his History, and that he employed a man 
| ©, to point it for him; as if (laughing) another man 
could point. his sense better than himself.“ Mr. 
Murphy said, he understood his history was kept 
back several years for fear of Smollet. Jonxsox. 
1 | « This seems strange to Murphy and me, who never 
| * >. *__ that anxiety, but sent what we wrote to the 
| 5 press, and let it take its chance.“ Ms. TunaLE. 
| « 'Fhe time has been, Sir, when you felt it.” Jonx- 
„ sor. Why really, Madam, I do not recollect a 
8 tune when that was the case.“ | | 
Talking of © The Spector, he said, © It is 
wonderful that there is such a proportion of bad 
papers, in the half of the work which was not writ- 
ten by Addison ; for there was all the world to write 
that half, yet not a half of that half is good. One 
of the finest pieces in the English langvage is the 
paper on Novelty, yet we do not hear it talked of. 
It was written by Grove, a dissenting teacher.” He 
would not, I perceived, call him a #ergyman, though 
5 he was candid enough to allow very great merit to 
# his composition. Mr. Murphy said, he remembered . 
| 5 when there were several people alive in London, 
who enjoyed a considerable reputation: merely from 
having written a paper in “ The Spectator.” He 
mentioned particularly Mr. Ince, who used to / fre- 
| : quent Tom's coffee-houge.” © But (said Johnson,). 
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you must consider how highly Steele speaks of Mr. 
Ince.” He would not allow that the paper on carry- 
ing a boy to travel, signed Philip Homebred, which 
was reported to be written by the Lord Chancellor 
Hardwicke, had merit. He said, © it was quite vul- 


gar, and had nothing luminous.“ 


Johnson mentioned Dr. Barry's * System of Phy- 
sick. © He was a man (said he,) who had acquired 
a high reputation in Dublin, came over to England, 


and brought his reputation with him, but had not 


great success. His notion was, that pulsation occa- 
sions death by attrition ; and that, therefore, the way 
to preserve life is to retard pulsation. But we know 
that pulsation is strongest in infants, -and that we in- 
creaze in growth while it operates in its regular 
course; so it cannot be the cause of destruction.” 


Soon after this, he said something very flattering to 


Mrs. Thrale, which I do not recollect ; but it con- 
claded with wishing her long life. © Sir, (said I,) if 
Dr. Barry's system be true, you have now shortened 
Mrs. Thrale's life, perhaps, some N by accele- 


rating her pulsation.” . 
On Thursday, April 11, T dined with bim at 


General Paoli's, in whose kouze I now resided, and 


where I had ever afterwards the honour of being en- 
tertained with the kindest attention as his constant 


guest, while I-was in London, till T had a house of 


my own there. I mentioned my having that morning 
introduced to Mr. Garrick, Count Neni, a Flemish 
Nobleman of great rank and fortune, to whom Gar- 
rick talked of Abel Dragger as a a part and 


„ Rdeen Barry, "OW 
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related, with pleasant vanity, that a Frenchman who 
had seen him in one of his low characters, exclaimed, 
. Comment ] je ne le crois pas. Ce m est pas, Monsieur 
Garrick, ce Grand Homme “. Garrick added, with 
an appearance of grave recollection, * If I were to 
begin life again, I think I should not play those low 
characters,” Upon which I observed, Sir, you 
would be in the wrong ; for your great excellence is 
your variety of playing, your representing so well, 

characters s very different.” Jonxsox. “ Garrick, 

Sir, was not in earnest in what he said; for, .to. be 
sure, his peculiar excellence is his variety: and, per- 
haps, there is not any one character which has not 
been as well acted by somebody else, as he could do 
it.” Bosw RLT. Why then, Sir, did he talk so? 
Jonxs ox. Why, Sir, to make you answer as you 
did.” BoswRLIL. I don't know, Sir; he seemed to 
dip deep into bis mind for the reflection.” JonxsON. 


« He had not far to dip, Sir: he had said the same 


thing, probably, twenty times before.” 


Ol a. nobleman. raised at a very early period to high 
office, he said, His parts, Sir, are pretty well for a 


Lord; but would not be distinguished in a man who 
had nothing else but his parts.” 


A journey to Italy was still in bis thoughts He 


said, A man who has not been in Italy, is always 
eonscious of an inferiority, from his not having seen 
what it is expected-a man should gee. The grand 
object of travelling is to see the shores of the Medi- 


terranean. On those shores were the four great 


Empires of the world; the Assyrian, the Persian, the 
Grecian, and the Roman.—All our religion, almost 
all our ws almost all our , almost all that sets 
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us above savages, eat to us from the shores of 
the Mediterranean.” The General observed, that 
«© THE MzD1TERRANEAN would be a noble subſect 


95 


for a poem. 
We talked of translation. I said, I could not de- 
= it, nor could I think of a similitude to illustrate 

; but that it appeared to me the translation of 
whe could be only imitation. . Tonxvsow. * You 
may translate books of science exactly. You may 
also translate history, in so far as it is not embellished 
with oratory, which is poetical. Poetry, indeed, 
cannot be translated; and, therefore, it is the poets 
that preserve languages; for we would not be at the 
trouble to learn a language, if we could have all that 
is written in it just as well in a translation. But as 
the beanties of poetry cannot be preserved in any 
language except that in which it war oigindty writ- 
ten, we learn the language. 

A gentleman maintained that the art of printing 
had hurt real learning, by disseminating idle writings. 
 —Jonxsov. * Sir, if it had not been for the art of 
printing, we shouid now have no learning at all; for 
books would have perished faster than they could 
have been transcribed. This observation seems not 
just, considering for how many ages books were pre- 15 
served by writing alone. | 

The same gentleman maintained, that a general 
diffusion of knowledge among a people was a dis- 
advantage; for it made the vulgar rise above their 
humble sphere. Jonxson. * Sir, while knowledge 
is a distinction, those who are possessed of it will 
naturally rise above those who are not. Merely to 
read and write was a distinction at first; but we ses 
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when reading and writing baye become general, the 
common people keep their stations. And so, were 
higher attainments to become nah, the effect 
would be the same.” _ 

Goldsmith (he said), referred every thing to 
_ vanity ; his virtues, and his vices too, were from that 
motive. He was not a social man, ae never ex- 
changed mind with you.” | 

We spent the evening at Mr. Hoole s. Mr. 
Mickle, the excellent translator of The Lusiad,” 
was there. I have preserved little of the conversation 
of this evening. Dr. Johnson said, „Thomson had 
a true poetical genius, the power of viewing every 
thing in a poetical light. His fault is such a cloud 

of words sometimes, that the sense can hardly peep 

through. Shiels, who compiled ' Cibber's Lives of 
. the Poets, was one day sitting with me. I took 
down Thomson, and read aloud a large portion of 
him, and then asked,—Is not this fine? Shiels hav- 
ing expressed the highest admiration. Well, Sir, 
(said I.) I have omitted every other line.” 

1 related a dispute between Goldsmith and Mr. 
Robert Dodsley, one day when they and I were dining 
at Tom Davies's, in 1762. Goldsmith asserted, that 

there was no poetry produced in this age. Dodsley 
appealed to his own Collection, and maintained, that 
though you could not find a palace like Dryden's 
e Ode on St, Cegilia's Day,” you had villages com- 
posed of very pretty houses; and he mentioned 
particularly The Splecn.” Jounxsox. I think 
Dodsley gave up the question. He and Goldsmith 
said the same thing; only he said it in a softer 


mw 5 See ante Note, p. 29, &c. 
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manner than Goldsmith did; for he acknowledged 
that there was no poetry, nothing that towered above 
the common mark. You may find wit and humour 
in verse, and yet no poetry. Hudibras has a pro- 
fusion of these; yet it is not to be reckoned a poem. 
The Spleen,” in Dodsley s collection, on which you 
"wy he chiefly rested, is not poetry.” BosWELL. 
Does not Gray's poetry, Sir, tower above the com- 

mon mark? Jonxnson. © Yes, Sir; but we must 

_ to the difference between what men in general 
cannot do if they would, and what every man may 

do if he would. Sixteen-string Jack * towered above 
the common mark.” BoswELL. “ Then, Sir, what 
is poetry?“ Jouxson. © Why, Sir, it is much casier 
to say what it is not. We all . what 5 is; 
but it is not easy to ell what it is.” 

On Friday, April 12, I dined with him at our 
friend Tom Davies's, where we met Mr. Cradock, of 
Leiccstershire, authour of Zobeide,” a tragedy ; 
a very pleasing gentleman, to whom my friend Dr. 
Farmer's very excellent Essay on the Learning of 
Shakspeare is addressed ; and Dr. Harwood, who has 
written and published various works; particularly a 
fantastical translation of the New Testament, in mo- 
dern phrase, and with a Socinian twist. 

I introduced Aristotle's doctrine in his a Are of 
Poetry,” of © the Ha rw rabnualuy, the purging 


of the passions, as the purpose of tragedy. But 
EN. "87 1. 


6 A noted highway man, who after having been several times tried 
and acquitted, was at last hanged. Ile was remarkable for foppery 
in his dress, and particularly for wearing i sixtcen string: 
at the knees of his breeches. | 

7 See an ingenious Essay on this subject by the Lge Dr. Moot 
. b 
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A how are the passions to be purged by terrour and 
"= pity?” (said I, with an assumed air of ignorance, to 
incite him to talk, for which it was often necessary 
to employ some address). Jonxsox.“ Why, Sir, 
you are to consider what is the meaning of purging 
in the original sense. It is to expel impurities from 
the human body. The mind is subject to the same 
imperfection, The passions are the great movers of 
human actions; but they are mixed with such im- 
purities, that it is necessary they should be purged 
or refined by means of terrour and pity. For in- 
stance, ambition is a noble passion; but by sceing 
upon the stage, that a man who is so excessively am- 
bitious as to raise himself by injustice, is punished, 
we are terrified at the fatal consequences of such a 
passion. In the same manner a certain degree of 
resentment is necessary; but if we see that a man 
carries it too far, we pity the object of it, and are 
taught to moderate that passion.“ My record upon 
this occasion does great injustice to Johnson's ex- 
pression, which was so forcible and brilliant, that Mr. 
Craddock whispered me, O that his words were 
written in a book 1”. 
"I" x obgerved the great defect of the tragedy of 
0 * Othello” was, that it had not a moral; for that 
no man could resist the circumstances of suspicion 
which were artfully suggested to Othello's mind. 
|  Jannow, © In the first place, Sir, we learn from 
Othello this yery useful moral, not to make an un- 
| equal match ; in the second place, we learn not to 
| , Yield too readily to suspicion. The handkerchief is 
1 werely a trick, though a very pretty trick; but there 
J. | are no other circumstances of — suspicion, 
except what is related by Iago of Cassio 's warm ex- 
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pressions concerning Desdemona in his sleep; and 
that depended entirely upon the assertion of one 
man. No, Sir, I think Othello has more moral Aan 
almost any play.“ 

Talking of a penurious gentleman of our e 
ance, Johnson said,“ Sir, he is narrow, not so much 
from avarice, as from impotence to spend bis money. 
He cannot find in his heart to pour out à bottle 
of wine; but he would not much care if it should 

sour.“ 

He said, he wished to see“ John Dennis 8 Critical 
Works“ collected. Davies said they would not sell. 
Dr. Johnson seemed to think otherwise. 

Davies said of a well known dramatick authour, 
that © he lived upon ported stories, and that he made 

his way as Hannibal did, by vinegar; having Wed 
| by attacking people; particularly the players.” 

He reminded Dr. Johnson of Mr. Murphy's hav- 
ing paid him the highest compliment that ever was 
paid to a layman, by asking his pardon for repeating. 
some oaths in the course of telling a story. 

Johnson and 1 Supt this evening at the Gl 
and Anchor tavern, in company with Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, Mr. Langton, Mr. Nairne, now one of the 
Scotch Judges, with the title -of Lord Dunsinan, 


and my very worthy friend, Sir William Forbes, of 135 


Pitsligo. | 
We discussed the question W ing im- 


proved conversation and benevolence, Sir Joshua 


maintained it did. Jos, N.“ No, Sir: before 

dinner men meet with great inequality of under- 

standing; and those who are conscious of their in- 

feriority, have the modesty not to talk. When they 
| | 3 5 
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have drunk wine, every man feels himself happy, and 
loses that modesty, and grows impudent and yocife- 
rous: but he is not improved; he is only not sen- 
sible of his defects.“ Sir Joshua said the Doctor 


was talking of the effects of excess in wine; but that 


a moderate glass enlivened the mind, by giving a 
proper circulation to the blood. I am (said he,) 
in yery good spirits, when I get up in the morning. 
By dinner-time I am exhausted; wine puts me in 


the same state as when I got up; and I am sure that 


moderate drinking makes people talk better.“ Jonx- 
SON, © No, Sir; wine gives not light, gay, ideal, 

hilarity; but tumultuous, noisy, clamorous merri- 
ment. I have heard none of those drunken, —nay, 
drunken is a coarse word, —none of those winozus 
flights. Sin JosnuA. Because you have sat by, 
quite sober, and felt an envy of che happiness of 
those who were drinking,” Jonxsox. Perhaps, 
contempt.— And, Sir, it is not necessary to be drunk 
one's self, to relish the wit of drunkenness. Do we. 


not judge of the drunken wit, of the dialogue between 


Iago and Cassio, the most excellent in its kind, when 


we are quite sober? Wit is wit, by whatever means 


it is produced; and, if good, will appear so at, all 
times. I admit that the spirits are raised by drink- 
ing, as by the common participation of any pleasure: 


cock- fighting, or bear-baiting, will raise the spirits 


of a company, as drinking does, though surely they 
will not improve conversation. I also admit, that 


there are some sluggish men who are improved by 
drinking; as there are fruits which are not good till 
they are rotten. There are such men, but they are 


medlars, I indeed allow that there have, heen a very 


. 
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few men of talents who were improved by drinking; 
but I maintain that I am right as to the effects of 
drinking in general: and let it be considered, that 
there is no position, however false in its universality, 
which is . not. true of some particular man.” Sir 
William Forbes said, “ Might not a man warmed 
with wine be like a bottle of beer, which is made 
brisker by being set before the fire?“ “ Nay, (said 
Johnson, laughing,) I cannot answer that: that is 
too much for me. 
l observed, that wine did some Peoßle harm, by 
inflaming, confusing, and irritating their minds ; but 
that the experience of mankind had declared in fa- 
your of moderate drinking. Joaxsov. © Sir, I do 
not say it is wrong to produce self complacency by 
drinking; I only deny that it improves the mind. 
When I drank wine, I scorned to drink it when in 
company. I have drunk many a bottle by myself; 
ia the first place, because I had need of it to raise 
my spirits; in the second place, because 1 would 
have nobody to witness its effects upon me.“ 
He told us, almost all his Ramblers were written 
just as they were wanted for the press; that be sent 
a certain portion of the copy of an essay, and wrote 


- the remainder, while the former part of it was print- 


ing. When it was wanted, and he had fairly sat 
down to it, he was sure it would be done. 
He said, that for general improvement, a man 
should read whatever his immediate inclination prompts 
bim to; though, to be sure, if a man has a science 
to learn, be must regularly and resolutely advance. 
He added, * what we read with inclination makes a 
much stronger impression. If we read without in- 
clination, half the mind is employed in fixing the 
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attention; so there is but one half to be employed 
on what we read.” He told us, he read Fielding's 
« Amelia.” through without stopping.“ He said, if 
a man begins to read in the middle of a book, and 
feels an inclination to go on, let him not quit it, to 
go to the beginning. He may Po not Ton again 
the inclination.” 
Sir Joshua ! Mr. Camberland's s Odes, 

which were just published. - Jouxson. © Why, Sir, 


they would have been thought as good as Odes com- 


monly are, if Cumberland had not put his name to 
them; but a name immediately draws censure, unless 
it be a name that bears down every thing before it. 
Nay, Cumberland has made his Odes subsidiary to 
the fame of another man.? They might have run 


well enough by themselves; but he has not only 


loaded them with a __ but has made them carry 
double.“ 

We talked of the e noch Dr. an spoke 
of them as he did at Thrale's. Sir Joshua said, 
what I have often thought, that he wondered to 
find so much good writing employed in them, when 
the authours were to remain unknown, and so could 
not have the motive of fame. Jonxsov. “ Nay, Sir, 
those who write in them, write well, in order to be 
paid well.” . 

Soon after this day, he went to Bath with Mr. and 


Mrs. Thrale. 1 had 1 never seen that beautiful city, 


. We have here an eee to W of 
this admirable writer, to whom we have seen that Dr, 3 
2 allowed $0 little merit, 


9 Mr. Romney, the painter, who has now decerredly extabliched 


a high reputation. 


ee 1 bo file ad 
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and wished to take the opportunity of visiting it, 
while Johnson was there. Having written to him, 
I received the GY answer. | 


& To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 


5 DEAR SIR, 

« Way do you talk of neglect ? When did I 
neglect you? If you will come to Bath, we shall all 
be glad to see you. Come, therefore, as soon as you 
can. 

« But I have a little business for you at London. 
Bid Francis look in the paper-drawer of the chest of 

drawers in my bed-chamber, for two cases; one ſor 
the Attorney General, and one for the Solicitor- 
General. They lie, I think, at the top of my pa- 
pers; otherwise they are somewhere else, and will 
give me more trouble. 

Please to write to me immediately, if they can 
be ſound. Make my compliments to all our friends 
round the world, and to Mrs. Williams at home. 
J am, Sir, your, &c. _ 
Sax. Jonxsox.“ 
Search ſor 0 papers as soon as you can, that, 


if it is necenmry, I may write to you again beſore gm 
come down,” 


On the 26th of April, I' went to Bath; and on my 
arrival at the Pelican inn, ſound lying for me an 
obliging invitation from Mr. and Mrs.-Thrale, by 
whom I was agreeably entertained almost constantly 
during my stay. They were gone to the rooms; 
but there was a kind note from Dr. Johnson, that he 
should git at home all the evening. I went to 
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him directly, and before Mr. and Mrs. Thrale re- 3 

turned, we had by ourselves some hours of tea-drink- I 

ing and talk. 4 

I shall group together — of "his sayings as I 

I preserved during the few days that I was at 7 

Bath. 42 

Of a person who differed from him in politicks, he 4 

said, © In private life he is a very honest gentleman ; I» 

but I wilt not allow him to be so in publick life. 2 

People may be honest, though they are doing wrong : 3 

that is, between their Maker and them. But ve, 3 

who are suffering by their pernicious conduct, are to 'Y 

destroy them. We are sure that ——— acts from 3 

interest. We know what his genuine principles 4 

were. They who allow 'their passions 'to confound 4 

the distinetions between right and wrong, are orimi- 3 

nal. They may be convinced; but they have not A 

| come honestly by their conviction.” 3 

mY It having been mentioned, I know not with what + 

| truth, that a certain female political writer, whose : 
[ doctrines he disliked, had of late become very fond 
_ of dress, sat hours together at her toilet, and even 
put on rouge: Jonxsox. ©. She is better employed 


at her toilet, than using her pen. It is better she 
should be reddening her own cheeks, than blacken- 
ing other people's characters.“ 
He told us that Addison wrote Bugdell's s papers 
in the Spectator, at least mended them so much, that 
be made them almost his own ; and that Draper, 
Tonson's partner, assured Mrs. Johnson, that the 
much admired Epilogue to The Distressed Mo- 
ther, which came out in Budgell's *. was in 
reality written by Addison.“ 


„The mode of een by one may be ill. 
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adapted to a small society, but is best for a great 
nation. The characteristick of our own goverament 
at present is imbecility. The magistrate dare not 
call the guards for fear of being bauged. The guards 
will not come, for fear of being given 6 
rage of popular juries.” | 

- Of the father of one of our friends, Weben 
He never clarified his notions, by filtrating them 
through other minds. He had a canal upon his 
estate, where at one place the bank was too lo 
I dug the canal deeper,” said he. 

He told me that so long ago as 1748 he bad 
read The Grave, a Poem, but did not like it 
much.“ I differed from him; for though it is not 
equal throughout, and is seldom elegantly correct, it 
abounds in solemn thought, and poetical imagery 
beyond the common reach. The world has differed 
from him; for the poem has passed through many 
editions, and is still much — n wan, 
cast of mind. 

A literary lady of b en was 3 as 
one who did good to many, but by no means by 
stealth,“ and instead of * blushing to findidfame,” acted - 
evidently from vanity. Jouxsox. I have seen no 
beings who do as much good from benevolence, as 
she does, from whatever motive. If there are such 


I am sorry that there are no memoirs df tha Revnnnd e 
Blair, the author of this poem. He was the representative of the 
ancient family of Blair, of Blair, in Ayrshire, but the estate had 

descended to a female, and afterwards passed to the son of her hus. 
band by another marriage. He was minister of the parish of Athel- 
staneford, where Mr. John Home was his succesor; $0 that it may 
truely be called classick ground. His son, who is of the same 
name, and a man eminent for talents and learning, i is now, with 
1 approbation, Sol icitor- General of Scotland. 
2 
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under the earth, or in the clouds, I wish they would 
come up, or come down. What Soame Jenyns says 
upon this subject is not to be minded; be is a wit. 
No, Sir; to act from pure benevolence is not pos- 
sible for finite beings. Human benevolence is min- 
gled with vanity, interest, or some other motive.“ 
He would not allow me to praise a lady then at 
Bath; observing, She does not gain upon me, 
Sir; I think her empty- headed.“ He was, indeed, 
a stern critick upon characters and manners. Even 
Mrs. Thrale did not escape his friendly animadver- 
sion at times. When he and I were one day endea- 
wuring to ascertain article by article, how one of our 
friends could possibly spend as much money in his 
| family as he told us he did, she interrupted us by a 
lively extravagant sally, on the expence of clothing 
his children, deseribing it in a very ludierous and fan- 
ciful manner: Johnson looked a little angry, and 
| said, Nay, Madam, when you are declaiming, de- 
5 claim; and when you are calculating, calculate.” 
l At another time, when she said, perhaps affectedly, 
1 don't like to fly.” Jouxsow. © With hour wings, 
Madam, you mus?” fly: but have a care, there are 
8 cClippers abroad. How very well was this said, and 
| bow fully has experience proved the truth of it! But 
i | have they not :/ipped rather _— and gone a great | 
[| | deal closer than was necessary? 
1 A gentleman expressed a wish to go and live 
| three years at Otaheits, or New-Zealand, in order 
[| co obtain a full acquaintance with people, so totally 
duſferent from: all that we have ever known, and be 
cadiefſed what pure nature can do for man. Jonx- 
808, © What could you learn, Sir? What can 
| arage tl, but what der chemntve eras 


* 
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Of the past, or the invisible, they can tell nothing. 
The inhabitants of Otaheité and New-Zealand are 
not in a state of pure nature; ſor it is plain they 
broke off from some other people. Had they grown 
out of the ground, you might have judged of a state 
of pure nature. Fanciful people may talk of a my- 
thology being amongst them; but it must be in- 
vention. They have once had religion, which has 
deen gradually debased. And what account of their 
religion can you suppose to be learnt from savages ? 
Only consider, Sir, our own state: our religion is 
in a book; we haye an order of men whose duty it 
is to teach it; we have one day in the week set 
apart for it, and this is in general pretty well ob- 
served: Yet ask the first ten gross men you meet, 
and hear what they can tell of their religion.“ 
| On Monday, April 29, he and I made an excur- 
ſion to Bristol, where I was entertained with seeing 
him enquire upon the spot, into the authenticity of 
% Rowley's poetry,” as I had seen him enquire upon 
the pot into the authenticity of © Ossiau's Poetry.“ 
George Catcot, the pewterer, who was as zealous for - 
Rowley, as Dr. Hugh Blair was ſor Ossiun, (I trust 
my Reverend friend will excuse the comparison.) at- 
tended us at our inn, and with a triumphant air of 
lively Simplicity called out, I'll make Dr. Johnson 
a convert.“ Dr. Johnson, at his desire, read alouil 
some of Chatterton's fabricated verges, while Catcot 
stood at the back of his chair, moving himself like a 
_ pendulum, and beating time with his feet, and now 
and then looking into Dr. Johnsons face, wondering 
that he was not yet convinced. We called on Mr. 
Barret, the surgeon, and saw some of the ariginals as 
they were called, which were executed very arti- 


ths 
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under the earth, or in the clouds, I wish they would 
come up, or come down. What Soame Jenyns says 
upon this subject is not to be minded; be is a wit. 

No, Sir; to act from pure benevolence is not pos- 

sible for finite bemgs. Human benevolence is min- 
gled with vanity, interest, or some other motive.“ 

He would not allow me to praise a lady then at 

Bath; observing, She does not gain upon me, 

Sir; I think her empty- headed.“ He was, indeed, 
a stern critick upon characters and manners. Even 
Mrs. Thrale did not escape his friendly animadver- 
sion at times. When he and I were one day endea- 
vouring to ascertain article by article, how one of our 
friends could possibly spend as much money in his 
| family as he told us be did, she interrupted us by a 
lively extravagant sally, on the expence of clothing 

his children, deseribing it in a very ludicrous and fan- 

ciſul manner; Johnson looked a little angry, and 

said, Nay, Madam, when you are declaiming, de- 
claim; and when you are calculating, ealculate.“ 
At another time, when she said, perhaps affectedly, 
« don't like to fly.” -Jounsox. (With your wings, 
Madam, you mus: fly: but have a care, there are 
cůippers abroad. How very well was this said, and 
how fully has experience proved the truth of it! But 
have they not cſped rather rudely, and gone 4 greut 
deal closer than was necessary ?. - 

A gentleman expressed a wish to go and lire 
three years at Otaheits, or New-Zealand, in order 
to obtain a ſull acquaintance. with people, 50 totally 

_ different from all that we have ever known, and be 
satisfied what pure nature can do for man. Jonn- 

808, „What could you learn, Sir? What can 

. el but what they hears ns 
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Of che past, or the invisible, they can tell nothing. 
The inhabitants of Otaheité and New-Zealand are 
not in a state of pure nature; ſor it is plain they 
broke off from some other people. Had they grown 
out of the ground, you might have judged of a state 
of pure nature. Fanciful people may talk of a my- 
thology being amongst them; but it must be in- 
vention. They have once had religion, which has 
deen gradually debased. And what account of their 
religion can you suppose to be learnt from savages ? 
Only consider, Sir, our own state: our religion is 
in a hook; we haye an order of men whose duty it 
is to teach it; we have one day in the week set 


apart for it, and this is in general pretty well ob- 


served: Yet ask the first ten gross men you meet, 
and hear what they can tell of their religion.“ 
On Monday, April 29, he and I made an excur- 
ſion to Bristol, where I was entertained with seeing 
him enquire upon the spot, into the authenticity of 
* Rowley's poetry,” as I had seen him enquire upon 
the spot into the authenticity of © Ossian's Poetry.“ 
George Catcot, the pewterer, who was as zcalous for - 
Rowley, as Dr, Hugh Blair was ſor Ossir, (I trust 
my Reverend friend will excuse the comparison, at- 
tended us at our inn, and with a triumphant air of 
lively Simplicity called out, I'll make Dr. Johnson 
a convert,” Dr. Johnson, at his desire, read alouil 
some of Chatterton's fabricated verges, while Catcot 
stood at the back of his chair, moving himself like a 
pendulum, and beating time with his feet, and now 
and then looking into Dr. Johnson's face, wondering 
that he was not yet convinced. We called on Mr. 
Barret, the surgeon, and saw some of the ariginals as 
they were called, which were executed very arti- 
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ficially; but ſrom a careful inspection of them, and 
a consideration of the circumstances with which they 
were attended, we were quite satisfied of the im- 
pos ture, which, indeed, has been clearly demonstrated 
from internal evidence, by several able criticks. 
_ Honest Catcot scemed to pay no attention what- 
ever to any objections, but insisted, as an end of all- 
controversy, . that we should go with him to the 
tower of the church of St. Mary, Redcliff, and view 
with our own eyes the ancient chest in which the 
manuscripts were found. To this, Dr. Johnson 
good-naturedly agreed; and though troubled with 
a shortness of breathing, laboured up a long flight of 
steps, till we came to the place where the wonderous 
chest stood. There, (said Catcot, with a bouncing- 
confident credulity,) here is the very chest itself“ 
After this ocular: demonstration, there was no more to 
be said. He brought to my recollection a Scotch 
Highlander, a man of learning too, and who had seen 
the world, attesting, and at the same time giving his 
reasons for the authenticity of Fingal :—* I have 
heard all that poem when I was young.”—* Have 
you, Sir ? Pray what bave you heard ?”— I have 
heard Ozsian, Oscar, and every one of em.” | 
Johnson said of Chatterton, © This is the most 
2 — young man that has encountered my 
knowledge. It is wonderful how - the G 6 * 
written such things.” 4 
Me were by no means 3 with our inn at 
N Briztol. “Let us see now, (said I,) how we should 
describe it.. ame Was my with his ee 
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* Dexcribe it, ir ?—Why, it was 50 bad that Boowell 
wished to be in Scotland.?“ e 
Aſter Dr. Johnson's return to London, OY 
ral times with him at his house, where I occasionally 
slept, in the room that had been assigned to me. 
I dined with him at Dr. Taylor's, at General Ogle- 
thorpe's, and at General Paoli's. To avoid a tedious 
minuteness, I shall group together what I have pre- 
served of his conversation during this period also, 
without specifying each scene where it passed, ex- 
cept one, which will be found so remarkable as cer- 
tainly to deserve a very particular relation. Where 
the place or the persons do not contribute to the 
est of the conversation, it is unnecessary to en- 
cumber my page with mentioning them. To know 
of what vintage our wine is, enables us to judge of 
its value, and to drink it with more relish: but to 
bave the produce of cach vine of one vineyard, in 
the same year, kept separate, would serve no pur- CEN 
pose. To know that our wine, (to use an adver- | | 
tising phrase,) is“ of the stock of an Ambassadour 
lately deceased, heightens its flavour: but it signi- 
fies nothing Daene 1. neee 
once deposited. 
Garrick — not play the part of 
Archer in © The Beaux Stratagem well. The gen- 
tleman should ER OT 
is not the case as he does it. ? 

Where there is no education, as in savage coun- 
in men-will hee the upper hand of women. Bo- 
dily strength, no doubt, contributes to this; but it 
would be so, exclusive of that; for it is mind that 
always governs. When it comes 299 — 

ing, man has the better. | 
vol. 111, ns of 
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05 The little volumes entitled Respublice,” ich 
are very well done, were a/ bookseller's work.“ 
There is much talk of the e did 
to the brute creation; but they are recompensed by 
existence. If they were not useful to man, and there- 
tore protected by bim, they would not be nearly so 
numerous“ This argument is to be found in the 
- , abie and benignam Hutchinson's Moral Philoso- 
phy.“ But the question is, whether the animals who 
endute such sufferings of various kinds, for the ser- 
vice and entertaininent of man, would accept of 
existence upon the terms on which they have it. 
Madame Sevigne, who, though she had many en- 
joyments, ſelt with delicate sensibility the prevalence 
of misery, complains of the task of existence hav- 
ing been impased upon her without her consent. 
That man is never happy for the present is 80 
true, that all his rehef from unhappiness is only for- 
getting himself for à little while. Life is a progress 
from n * n 
ment 106 dd e + . 
Toy Though many men are- ieh) bosse with 
the. admaistratiow-of hospitals and other publick in- 
stitutions, almost all the good is done hy one man, 
by whom the rest are driven on; _—_— ———— 
in bim, and indolence in then.. rag 15 b 
a 8 * 1 think, 
might be made a very pretty book. Take out the 
unmorality, and it should be put into the hands of 
every young gentleman. An elegant manner and 
; easiness. of behaviour are acquired gradually and im- 
pPerceptibliy. No man can say Tu be genteel.“ 
| There are ten genteel women for one genteel man, 
because my are more restrained. Aman pg 
| « * 11 
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some degree of restraint is itisufferable ; but we are 
all less restrained than women. Were a woman sit- 
ting in company to put out her legs before her as 
most men do, we should be tempted to kick them in.“ 
No man was a more attentive and nice observer of 
behaviour in those in whose company he happened to 
be, than Johnson; or, however strange it muy seem 
to many, had a higher estimation of its refinements. 
Lord Eliot informs me, that one day when Johnson 
and he were at dinner at a gentleman's house in 
London, upon Lord Chesterfield's Letters being 
mentioned, Johnson surprized the company by this 
sentence: Every man of any education world 
rather be called a rascal, than accused of defioiency 
in the graces.” Mr. Gibbon, who was present, 
turned to a lady who knew Johnson well, and 
lived much with him, and in bis quaint manner, 
tappltig his box, addressed Her thus: “ Don't you 
think, Madam, (looking towards Johnson,) that 
among all your acquaintance, you could find one 
exception?“ The lady smiled, and seemed to ac- 
quiesce. 9 J | * 
read (Aid he,) Sbarpe's letters on Italy ovet 
again, when I was at Bath. There is a great deal 
of matter in them.“ | Tl 
Mrs. Williams was angry that Thrale's family 
did not send regularly to her every time they heard 
teu we white | we in the Hebrides. Little people 
are apt to be jealous: but they should fiot VE je- 
lous; for they ought to consider, that superiour at- 


tention will necessarily be paid to superiour fortune 
or rank. Two persons may have equal merit, and 


on that account may have an equal claim to ations 
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tion; but one of them may have also fortune ne 
rank, and so may have a double claim,” _ 
Talking of his notes on Shakspeare, he raid, 1 
| despise those who do not see that I am right in the 
passage where as, is repeated, and asses of great 

charge” introduced. That on © To be, or not to My 
is disputable.” + _ 

A gentleman, whom 1 ſound eitting with him one 
morning, said, that in his opinion the character of 
an infidel was more detestable than that of a man 
notoriously guilty of an atrocious crime, I differed 
from him, because we are surer of the odiousness of 
the one, than of the errour of the other. Jonxsox. 
« Sir, I agree with him; for the infidel would be 
guilty of any crime if he were inclined to it. 
Many things which are false are transmitted 
from book to book, and gain credit in the world. 
One of these is the cry against the eyil of luxury. 
Now the truth is, that luxury produces much good. 
Take the luxury of buildings in London. Does it 
not produce real advantage in the conveniency and 
elegance of accommodation, and this all from the 
exertion of industry? People will tell you, with a 
melancholy face, how. many builders are in gaol. It 
is plain they are in gaol, not for building ; : for rents 
are not ſallen.— A man gives half a guinea for a dish 
of green peas, . How much gardening does this oo. 
- casion ? how many labourers must the competition 
to have such things wa in the market, Rory | in em- 


2 333 CES that Mr. Mule, in —— valuable 
edition of Shakspeare, has fully vindicated Dr. Johmson from the 
idle censures which the first of these notes has given rise to. The 
interpretation of the other passage, which Dr. * 
diiputable, he has clearly shown to be erroneous, 
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ployment? You will hear it said, very gravely, 
Why was not the half-guinea, thus spent in luxury, 
given to the poor? To how many might it have af- 
forded a good meal. Alas! has it not gone to the 
industrious poor, whom it is better to support than 
the idle poor? You are much surer that you are 
doing good when you pay money to those who work, 
as the recompence of their labour, than when you give 
money merely in charity. Suppose the ancient luxury 
of a dish of peacock's brains were to be revived, how 
many carcases would be left to the poor at a cheap 
rate: and as to the rout that is made about people 
who are ruined by extravagance, it is no matter to 
the nation that some individuals suffer. When 80 
much general productive exertion is the consequence 
of luxury, the nation does not care though there are 
debtors in gaol; nay, they would not care though 
their creditors were there too 
The uncommon vivacity of General. Oglathdhpe 8 
mind, and variety of knowledge, having sometimes 
made his conversation seem too desultory, Johnson 
observed, * W Sir, never r en what he 
has to say.“ | | 
He on the same account 1000 a similar remark 53 
on Patrick Lord denk « Sir, there is nothing 
conclusive i in his talk.“ | 
When T complained of having dined at a eplondid | N 
table without hearing one sentence of conversation _ 
worthy of being remembered, he said, “ Sir, there 
seldom is any such conversation.“ BoswgLL, © Why 
then meet at table?“ Jonxsox. Why to eat and 
drink together, and to promote kindness; and, Sir, 
this is better done when there is no solid conyersa- 


tion ; for when there is, people differ in opinion, and 
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get into bad humour, or some of the eompany who 

are not capable of such conversation, are left out, 

and feel themselves uncasy, It was for this reason, 

Sir Robert Walpale said, he always talked, bawdy at 
his table, because in that all could join.“ 

Being irritated by hearing a geutleman ask Mr. 
Levett a variety af questions concerning him, when 
be was sitting by, he broke out, Sir, you have but 
twa topicks, yourself and me, I am sick of both.“ 
A man, (said he,) should not talk of bimself, nor 
much of any particular person. He should take 
care nat to be made a proverb; and, therefore, 
Should avoid having any one topick of which people 


can say, We chall hear him upon it.“ There was 5 


a Dr. Oldfield, who. was always talking of the Duke 
of Marlborough. He came into a coffee- house one 

day, and told that his Grace had spoken in the House 
of Lords for half an hour. Did he indeed speak 
for half an hour? (aid Belchier, the surgeon, 
Jes. — And what did he say of Dr. Oldfield? 

Nothing. Why then, Sir, he was very ungrate-. 
ful ; for Dr. Oldfield could not; bare ken fo 
a quarter of an hour, without Saying something of 


: him.“ 


BY. Every man is to take Exigtence'on the terme on 
which it is given to him. To some men it is given 
on condition of not taking liberties, which other 
men may take without much harm. One may drink 
wine, and be nothing the worse for it; on another, 


wine may have effects so inflammatory as to injure 


him both in body and mind, and perhaps, make him 
commit something for which he may deserve to be 
hanged,” de; cngh a . 

Lord Hailes's “ Annals of Scotland! have not 
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that painted ſorm which is be eg F dh gg h ben 

it is a book which will always sell, it has such à sta- 
bility of dates, such a certainty of facts, and such u 
punetuality of citation. I never n. rand * 
history with certaint ,,. 

. T-asked him whether en, abs id d0 ad 
the Bible with a commentary, and what commenta- 
ries he would recommend. Jornsov. To be sure, 
Sir, I would have you read the Bible with à com- 
mentary ; and I would recommend Loth and Pa- 
trick on mum nee on the 
New. of Jet 

— my stay in Loa this wg, I colickted 
his attention to another law case, in which I was 
engaged. In the course of a contested election for 
the Borough of Dunfermline, which I attended as 


one of my friend Colonel (afterwards Sir Archibald) 


Campbell's counsel 5 one of his political agents, 
who was charged with having been unfaithful to 
his employer, and having deserted to the opposite 
party for a pecumary reward-—attacked very rudely 
in a news-paper the Reverend Mr. — Tho- 
son, one of the ministers of that place, on ac- 
count of a supposed allusion to him in one of his 
sermons. Upon this the minister, on a subsequent 


Sunday, arraigned; him by name from the pulpit with 


some severity; and the agent, after the sermon was 


cover, rose up and asked the minister aloud, © What 


bribe be had received for telling so many lies from 


the chair of yerity.” I was present at this very ex- 
traordinary scene. The person arraigned,. and his 
father and brother, who also had à share both of the 
reproof from the pulpit, and in the retaliation, brought 
an action against Mr. Thomson, in the Court of 
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Session, for defamation and damages, and I was one 


of the counsel for the reverend defendant.” The 


Liberty of the Pulpit was our great ground of de- 


fence ; but we argued also on the provocation of the 


previous attack, and on the instant retaliation. ' The 


Court of Session, however the fifteen Judges, who 
are at the same time the Jury, decided against the 
minister, contrary to my humble opinion; and several 


of them expressed themselves with indignation against 


him. He was an aged gentleman, formerly a mili- 
tary chaplain, and a man of high spirit and honour. 
Johnson was satisfied that the judgement was wrong, 
and dictated to me the. any e in con- 
futation of it: 
Or the censure ee hand eee 
determination must be formed, as in other cases, by 
a consideration of the action itself, and the I 
circumstances with which it is invested. 
The right of censure and rebuke seems neces- 
ls appendant to the pastoral office. He, to whom 
the care of a congregation is entrusted, is considered 
as the shepherd of a flock, as the teacher of a school, 
as the father of a family. As a shepherd tending 
not his own sheep but those of his master, he is an- 


swerable for. those that stray, and that lose them- 
selyes by straying. But no man can be answerable 


for losses which he has not power to prevent, or for 
vagrancy which he has not authority to restrain. 

As a teacher giving instruction for wages, and 
liable to reproach, if those whom be undertakes to 
inform make no proficiency, he must have the — 
of enforcing attendance, of awakening negligence, 
and repressing contradiction, 


As a father, et wa Eden 
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of admonition, rebuke, and punishment. He eannot, 
without reducing his office to an empty name, be 
hindered from the exercise of any practice necessary 
to stimulate the idle, to reform the vicious, to un 
the petulant, and correct the stubborn. 

« If we enquire into the practice of the primitive 
church, we shall, I believe, find the ministers of the 
word, exercising the whole authority of this compli- 
cated character. We shall find them not only en- 
couraging the good by exhortation, but terrifying 
the wicked by reproof and denunciation. In the 
earliest ages of the Church, while religion was yet 
pure from secular advantages, the punishment of 
sinners was publick censure, and open penance; pe- 
nalties inflicted merely by ecclesiastical authority, at 
a time while the church had yet no help from the 
civil power; while the hand of the magistrate liſted 
only the rod of persecution; and when governours 
were ready to afford e- -e. D 5 
from clerical authority, 

That the Church, hereſhre; bed ones b 
of publick censure is evident, because that power 
was frequently exercised. That it borrowed not its 

power from the civil authority, is like wise certain, 
because civil authority was at that time its enemy. 

The hour came at length, when after three 
hundred years of struggle and distress, Truth took 
possession of imperial power, and the civil laws lent 
their aid to the ecclesiastical constitutions. The 
magistrate from that time co- operated with the priest, 


and clerical sentences were made efficacious by secu- 


lar force. But the State, when it came to the as- 
sistance of the church, had no intention to diminish 


The 1 THE. LIFE, OFT Krux. 67» 


which were lawſal before, were lawful still. But they 
had hitherto operated only upon voluntary submission. 
I The refractory and contemptuous were at first in no 
danger of temporal severities, except what they might 
suffer from the reproaches of conscience, or the de- 
testation of their fellow Christians. When rebgion 
obtained the support of law, if admonitions and een- 
sures had no effect, they were seconded Aol ma- 
gistrates with coercion and punishment. 

It therefore appears from deolesiagtical e 
that the right of inflicting shame by publick censure, 
has been always considered as inherent in the Church; 
and that this right was not conferred by the civil 
power; for it was exercised when the civil power 
operated against it. By the civil power it was never 
taken away ; for the Christian magistrate interposed 


supply more powerſul means of reformation; to 


add pain where sbame was -insufficient ; and when 
men were proclaimed unworthy of the society of the 
faithful, to restrain them by imprisonment, from 
spreading abroad the contagion of wickeduess. 
It is not improbable that from this W 
ledged power of publick censure, grew in time the 
practice of auricular conſession. Those who dreaded 
the blast of publick reprehension, were willing to 
submit themselves to the priest, by a private accusa- 
tion of themselves; and to ohtain a reconciliation 
with the Church by a kind of clandestine absolution 
and invisible penance; conditions with which the 
priest would in times of ignorance and corruption, 
easily comply, as they increased his influence, by 
adding the knowledge of secret sins to that of no-— 
torious offences, and enlarged bis authority, by 
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making him the sole arbiter of the terms of recom 
 cilement. 


c From chis hoodies e 1 | 


The minister has no longer power to press into the 
retirements af conscience, to torture us by interro- 
gatories, or put himself in possession of our seorets 


and our lives. But though we have thus controlled 


his usurpations, his just and original power remains 
unimpaired. He may still see, though he may not 
pry: he may yet hear, though he may not question. 


And that knowledge which his eyes and ears force ' 


upon him it is still his duty to use, for the benefit 
of his flock, A father who lives near a wicked 
neighbour, may forbid a son to frequent his company. 
A minister who has in his congregation a man of open 
and scandalous wickedness, may warn his parishioners 
to shun his conversation. To warn them is not only 
lawful, but not to warn them would be criminal. 


He may warn them one by one in friendly converse, 


or by a parochial visitation, But if he may warn 
each man singly, what sball | forbid him to warn 
them all together? Of chat which is 10 be made 
known to all, how is there any difference whether it 
be communicated to each singly, or to all together ? 


What is known to all, must necessarily be publick. 


Whether it shall be publick at once, or publick by 


degrees, is the only question. And of a sudden 
and solemn publication e eee w_ 


the warning more effectual. | 
It may easily be urged, if a ii mas len 


at liberty to delate sinners from the pulpit, aud to 
publish at will the crimes of a parishioner, he may 
often blast the innocent, and distress the timorous. 

He may ä and condemn without evi- 


ene 
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dene; he may be rash, and judge without exami- 
nation; he may be severe, and treat slight offences 
with too much harshness; he may be malignant and 
partial, and gratify his private interest or resentment 
under the shelter of his Pastoral ate 
Of all this there is possibility, and of all this | 
there is danger, But if possibility of evil be to ex- 
clude good, no good ever can be done. If nothing 
is to be attempted in which there is danger, we must 
all sink into hopeless mactivity. Tbe evils that may 
be feared from this practice arise not from any defect 
in the institution, but from the infirmities of human 
nature. Power, in whatever hands it is placed, will 
be sometimes improperly exerted ; yet courts of law 
must judge, though they will sometimes judge amiss. 
A father must instruct his children, though he him- 
self may often want instruction. A minister must 


censure sinners, though his censure may be some- 


times erroneous by want of Judgement, end eome- 
„Re en | 
If we examine the circumstances of the delete 
case, we shall find the sentence neither erroneous nor 
unjust; we shall find no breach of private confi- 
dence,” no intrusjon into secret transactions. The 
fact was notorious and indubitable ; so easy to be 
proved, that no proof was desired. The act was 
base and treacherous, the perpetration insolent and 
open, and the example naturally mischievous. The 
minister, however, being retired and reeluse, had not 
yet heard what was publickly known throughout the 
parish z and on occasion of a-publick election, warned 
his people, according to his-duty, against the crimes 
which publick elections frequently produce, His 
warning was felt by one of his parishioners, as 
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pointed particularly at himself. But instead of pro- 
ducing, as might be wished, private compunction and 


immediate reſormation, it kindled only rage and re- 


sentment. He charged his minister, in a publick 


paper, with scandal, defamation, and falschood. The 


minister, thus reproached, had his own. character tg 
vindicate, upon which his pastoral authority. mut 
necessarily depend. To be charged with a defama- 
tory lie is an injury which no man patiently endures 
in common life. To be charged. with polluting the 
pastoral office with scandal and falschood, was avio- 
lation of character still more atrocious, as it affected 
not only his. personal but his clerical veracity.- His 
indignation naturally rose in proportion to his honesty, 
and with all the fortitude of injured honesty, he dared 
this calumniator in the church, and at once exone- 
rated himself from censure, and rescued his flock from 


deception and from danger. The man whom he ae- 


cuses pretends not to be innocent ; or at least only 
pretends ; for he declines. à trial. The crime of 
which he is accused has frequent opportunities and 
strong temptations. It has already spread far, with 
much depravation of private morals, and. much injury 
to publick happiness. To warn the people, there- 
fore, against it, was not wanton and officious, but 
necessary and pastoral. 


% What then is the fault with Which this worthy 
minister is charged? ? He has usurped no dominion 


over conscience. He has exerted | no authority in 
support of doubtful and controverted opinions. He 


has not dragged into light a bashful and corrigible 


inner. His censure was directed against a breach of 


morality, against an act which no man Justifies. The 
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man who appropriated this censure to himself, is 
evidently and notoriously guilty. His conscious- 
ness of his own wickedness incited him to attack his 
faithful reprover with open insolence and printed 
accusations. Such an attack made defence neces- 
sary; and we hope it will be at last decided that the 
means of defence were just and lawful.” | 
When I read this to Mr. Burke, he was highly 
pleased, and exclaimed, '<« Well; he 8665 his work 
15 a workman- like manner.“ 
Mr. Thomson wished to bring the cause by wat 
befors the House of Lords, but was dissuaded by the 
advice of the noble person who lately presided 50 
ably in that Most Honourable House, and who Was 
then Attorney-General. ' As my readers will no 
doubt be glad also to read the opinion of "this emi- 
am ker 7 nar ny * n aged bt or herd i 1 
bert It." 754% . | 
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tion, it appears from the original manuscript of this excellent disser- 
alten, of which he dictated the first eight paragraphs on the roth 
of May; and the remainder on the 1 3th, that there are in the w hole 
only seven correction, or rather variations, and those not consider- 
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4. Notes of the opinions of the Judges, being 


the reasons upon —_— their deres is 
— 
| M These papers you will ple to ue and 
give your opinion, 

Whether there is a probability of the OR 
decree of the Court of Session's being reversed, 
if Mr. Thomson should wanne from the 

er 2 ame?“ n 


K. in DON'T. think, the appeal PP) ere not only 
because che value of dhe. julgemant is in no degree 
adequate to the expence; but because there are 
many chances, that upon the general complexion of 
the case, the impression will be taken to the disad- 
vantage of the appellant. 

* It is impossible to approve the style of that ser- 
mon. But, the complaint, was not less ungracious 
from that man, who had behaved so ill by his origi- 
nal.. libel, and, at the time, when he received the 
reproach he complains of. In the last article, all the 
plaintifls are equally concerned, It struck me also 
wich some wonder, that the Judges, sbould think 80 
much ſervour apposite to lbs occasion of reproving 
the deſendant for a little excess. 

« Upon the matter, however, I agree with them. 
in condemning the behaviour of the minister; and in 


thinking it a subject fit for ecclesiastical censure; 


and even far an action, if any individual could qualify* 
* %th _ damago arising from it. But this 1 


. ee 88 e that Lord Thuslow has * 
in compliment to North Britain, made use of a term of the Scotch 


Law, which to an Englich reader may require ory ant; k ws 
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doubt. The cireumstance of publishing the reproach 
in a pulpit, though extremely indecent, and culpa- 
ble in another view, does not constitue a different 
sort of wrong, or any other rule of law, than would 
have obtained, if the same words had been pronouneed 
elsewhere. I don't know, whether there be any dif- 
ference in the law of Scotland, in the definition of 
slander, before the Commissaries, or the Court of 
Session. The common law of England does not 
give way to actions for every reproachful word. An 
action cannot be brought for general damages, upon 
any words which import less than an offence cognis- 
able by law; consequently no action could have 

been brought here for the words in question. Both 
avs admit the truth to be a justification in action for 
words; and the law of England does the same in 
actions for libels. The judgement, therefore, seems 
to me to have been eee e mann 
| that aloe, © ti} 


«x TwvaLow.” 


I am e a very curious incident in Dr. 
Johnson's Liſe, which fell under my own observa- 
tion ; of which pars magna fu, and which I am per- 
suaded N with eee be much to his 
litt. g 4 19905 och mogt] 
My FR of W Wehenbath: nb nb 
men of every description, had made me, much about 
the same time, obtain an introduction to Dr. Samuel 
Johnson and to John Wilkes, Esq. Two men more 
different could perhaps not be selected out of all 
- mankind. They had even attacked one another with 
some asperity in their writings ; yet I lived in habits 
of friendship with both. I could fully. relish. the ex- 
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| cellence of each; for I have ever delighted in that 1 
l intellectual chymistry, which can separate good qua- 1 
N lities from evil in the same person. . $1 
f Sir John Pringle, mine own friend and my Fa- LY 
ther's friend,” between whom and Dr. Johnson I in, = 
| vain” wished to establish an acquaintance, as I te- 9 


spected and lived in intimacy with both of them, [8 
observed to me once, very ingeniously, „It is not 
in friendship as in mathematicks, where two things, 
each equal to a third, are equal between themselves. 
You agree, with Johnson as a middle quality, and 
you agree with me as a middle quality; but John- 
son and I should not agree,” Sir John was not suf- 
ficiently flexible; so I desisted; knowing, indeed, 
that the repulsion was equally strong on the part of 
Johnson; who, I know not from what cause, unless i = 
his being a Scotchman, had formed a very erroneous. | =_ 
opinion of Sir John. But I conceived an 1rresistible 
wish, if possible, to bring Dr. Johnson and Mr. 
Wilkes together. How to . it, was a nice and 
difficult matter. „ | 1 
My -worthy booksellers and friends, 1 Messieurs 1 { 
Dilly in the 33 at whose hospitable and well - | - 
covered table I have seen a greater number of literary _ -- 3 
men, than at any other, except that of Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, had invited me to meet Mr. Wilkes and 5 
some more gentlemen on Wednesday, May 15. - 288 
“ Pray (said I,) let us have Dr. Johnson. What 
with Mr, Wilkes? not for the world, (said Mr. | [ 
Edward Dilly :) Dr. Johnson would never forgive 1 
me.“ Come, (said I,) if you'll let me negociate. 
ſor you, I will be answerable that all shall go well.“ 
DiztLy. © Nay, if you will take it upon you, I am 1 
sure I shall be very happy to see them both here.. | 1 
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doubt. The circumstance of publishing the reproach 
in a pulpit, though extremely indecent, and culpa- 
ble in another view, does not constitue a different 
Sort of wrong, Or any other rule of law, than would 
have obtained, if the same words had been C 

elsewhere. I don't know, whether there be any dif- 
ference in the law of Scotland, in the definition of 

slander, before the Commissaries, or the Court of 
Session. The common law of England d6es not 
give way to actions for every reproachful word. An 

action cannot be brought for general damages, upon 

any words which import less than an offence cognis- 

able by law; consequently no action could have 

been brought here for the words in question. Both 

laws admit the truth to be a justification in action for 

words; and the law of England does the same in 
actions for libels. The Judgement, therefore, seems 

to me to have even eg vgn the en dane 
5 that defence, | aL Ot 1 
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I am now to abu a very eden incident in Dr. 
Jobhnson's Liſe, which fell under my own observa- 
tion ; of which pars magna fi, and which J am per- 
suaded my with r een. has n 1 his 
credit.” an Lahn 
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men of every description, had made me, much about 
the same time, obtain an introduction to Dr. Samuel 
Johnson and to John Wilkes, Esq. Two men more 
different could perhaps not be selected out of all 
mankind. They had even attacked one another with 
some asperity in their writings; yet I lived in habits 
of friendship with:both.. I could. fully relish the ex- 
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cellence of each; for I have ever delighted in that 


intellectual chymistry, which can separate 0 qua- 


lities from evil in the same person. 

Sir John Pringle, © mine own friend and my Fa- 
ther's friend,” between whom and Dr. Johnson I in 
vain wished to establish an acquaintance, as I te- 


spected and lived in intimacy with both of them, 


observed to me once, very ingeniously, It is not. 


in friendship as in mathematicks, where two things, 
each equal to a third, are equal between themselves. 
You agree, with Johnson as a middle quality, and 
you agree with me as a middle quality; but John- 
son and I should not agree.” Sir John was not sut- 
ficiently flexible; so I desisted ; knowing, indeed, 


that the repulsion was equally strong on the part of 


Johnson; who, I know. not from what cause, unless 


his being a Scotchman, had formed a very erroneous. 


opinion of Sir John. But I conceived an 1rresistible 
wish, if possible, to bring Dr. Johnson and Mr. 


Wilkes together. How to . it, was a nice and 


| difficult matter, 


My -worthy bookscllers 1 tiene Messieurs 
Dilly in the Poultry, at whose hospitable and well- 
covered table I have scen a greater number of literary 

men, than, at any other, except that of Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, had invited me to meet Mr. Wilkes and 
some more gentlemen on Wednesday, May 15. 
“Pray (said I,) let us have Dr. Johnson. “ What 


with Mr. Wilkes? not for the world, (said Mr. 


| 12 — Dilly:) Dr. Johnson would never ſorgive 


Come, (said I,) if you'll let me negociate 
_ you, I will be answerable that all shall go well.” 
DiiLY. © Nay, if you will take it upon you, Iam 


sure I shall be very happy to see them both here. 
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Notwithstanding the high veneration which I en- 
tertained for Dr. Johnson, I was sensible that he was 
sometimes a little actuated by the spirit of contradic- 
tion, and by meuns of that I hoped I should gain my 
point. I waspersuaded that if I had come upon him 
with a direct proposal, © Sir, will you dine in com- 
pany with Jack Wilkes ?” he would have flown into 
a passion, and would probably have answered, Dine 
with Jack Wilkes, Sir! I'd as soon dine with Jack 
Ketch.“ I therefore, while we were sitting quietly 
by ourselves at his house in an evening, took occa- 
sion to open my plan thus: Mr. Dilly, Sir, sends 
his regpectful compliments to you, and would be 
happy if you would do him the honour to dine witb 
him on Wednesday next along with me, as I must 
soon go to Scotland. Jonson. * Sir, Fam obliged 
to Mr. Dilly. I will wait upon him—” BoswzLL. 
Provided, Sir, I suppose, that the oom which 
he is to have, is agreeable to you.“ Jonxsox. 
What do you mean, Sir? What do you take me 
for ? Do you think I am so ignorant of the world, 
as to imagine that I am to preseribe to a gentleman 
. what company he is to have at his table? Bos- 
WELL. I beg your pardon, Sir, for wishing to pre- 
vent you from meeting people wham you might not 
like. Perhaps be may have some of what he calls 
his patriotick friends with him.” Joxxson. “ Well, 
Sir, and what then? What care 7 for his patriotic 
friends ? Poh!“ BoswzLI. I should not be sur- 
priaed to find Jack Wilkes there.” Jonvsox. 
IM oo Wilkes — men "wa that 
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to me, Sir? My dear friend, let us have no more of 
this. I am sorry to be angry with you; but really 
it is treating me strangely to talk to me as if I could 
not meet any company whatever, occasionally.“ 
BoswzLI. Pray forgive me, Sir: I meant well. 
But you shall meet whoever comes, for me.” Thus 
I secured him, and told Dilly that he would find him 
rennen the day 
appointed. =» 

Upon the much-expected Wednesday, 1 called on 
him about half an hour before dinner, as I often did | 
when we were to dine-qut together, to see that he 
was ready in time, and to accompany him. I found 
him buffeting his books, as upon a former occasion, 
covered with dust, and making no preparation. for 
going abroad. How is this, Sir? (said I.) Don't 
you recollect that you are to dine at Mr. Dilly's ?“ 
Jonxsow. -** Sir, I did not think of going to Dilly's: 
it went out of my head. * have ordered dinner at 
home with Mrs. Williams.“ BoswsLL. © But, my 
dear Sir, you know you were 0 nga to Mr. Dilly, 

and I told him so. He will expect you, and will be 
much disappointed if you don't come.“ Jonxso. 
Jou must talk to Mrs. Williams about this“ 

lere was a sad dilemma. I feared that what I 

was so confident I had secured would yet be frus- 


trated. He had accustomed himself to shew Mrs. 


Williams such a degree of humane attention, as fre- 
quently imposed some restraint upon him; and T - 
knew that if she should be obstinate, he would not 


stir. I hastened down stairs to the blind lady's room, 
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son had engaged to me to dine this day at Mr. Dilly's, 
but that he had told me he had forgotten his engage- 
ment, and had ordered dinner at home. “ Yes, Sir, 
(said she, pretty peevishly,) Dr. Johnson is to dine at 
home. Madam, (said I,) his respect for you is 
such, that I know be will not leave you unless you 
absolutely desire it. But as you have 80 much of his 
company, I hope you will be good enough to forego 
it for a day ; as Mr. Dilly is a very worthy man, hag 
frequently had agreeable parties at his house for Dr. 
Johnson, and will. be vexed if the Doctor neglects 
him to-day. And then, Madam, be pleased to con- 
sider my situation; I carried the message, and I as- 
zured Mr. Dilly that Dr. Jolmson was to come, and 
no doubt he has made a dinner, and invited a com- 
pany, and boasted of the honour he expected to have. 
I shall be quite disgraced if the Doctor is not there.” 
She gradually soſtened to my golicitations, which were 
certainly as carnest as most entreaties to ladies upon 
any occasion, and was graciously pleased to empower 
me to tell Dr. Johnson, That all things considered, 
she thought he should certainly go.“ I flew back to 
bim, still in dust, and cateless of what should be the 
event,“ indifferent in his choice to go or stay; but 
as soon as I had announced to him Mrs. Williams' 
consent, be roared, Frank, a clean shirt,“ and 
was very soon drest. When I had him fairly seated 


in a hackney- coach with me, I exulted as much as a 


fortune-hunter who has got an heiress into a post- 

chaise with him to set out for Gretna-Green. ö 
Wben ve entered Mr. Dilly's drawing room, he 
Po found bimselſ in the midst of a company he did not 
know. I kept myself snug and silent, watching how 
he would conduct himself. I observed him whisper- 


eee Ds. JOHNSON. by 69 


ing to Mr. Dilly, Who is that gentleman, Sir?“ 
* Mr. Arthur Lee,” —Jonuxsovw. Too, too, too,” 
(under his breath,) which was one of bis habitual 
mutterings. Mr. Arthur Lee could not but be very 
obnoxious to Johnson, for he was not only e patriat: 
but an Americun. He, was afterwards minister ſrom 
the United States at the gourt of Madrid. « And 
| who is the gentleman in lace?”—* Mr. Wilkes, 
Sir.” This information confounded him still more; 
he had some difficulty to restrain himself, and taking 


up a book, Sat down upon a window · eat and read or 


at least kept his eye upon it intently for some time, 
till he composed himself. His feelings, I dare say, 


were aukward enough. But he no doubt recollected 


his having rated me ſor supposing that he could be 


at all, disconcerted by any company, and he, there - 


tore, resolutely set himself to behave quite as-an cagy; 
man of the world, who could adapt himselſ at once to 
the disposition and manners o those whom he mew 
chance. to meet. d bag 112: 2150 rogers aft 
The checring Ae. cc ; Dingan is upon e Ty. 
a Kt his reverie, and We all sat down without 
any symptom of ill humour. There wers present, 
beside Mr. Wilkes, and Mr. Arthur Lee, who was 
an old companion of mine when he studied physick 
at Edinburgh, Mr. (now Sir John) Miller, Dr. Lett- 
zom, and Mr. Slater the druggist: Mr. Wilkes 
placed himself next to Dr, Johnson, and behaved to 
him with so, much attention and politeness, that he 


gained upon him insensibly. No man eat more heariiig 
than Johnson, or loved better what was nice and ö 
delicate. Mr. Wilkes was very assiduous in helping a 


him to some fine veal, Pray give me leave, Sir ;— 
It is —_— hete—A little of the brown—Some * 
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Sir—A little of the stuffing—Some gravy—Let me 


have the pleasure of giving you gome butter Allow 
me to recommend a squeeze of this orange ;—or the 


lemon, perhaps, may have more zest.”—* Sir, Sir, I 
am obliged to you, Sir,” cried Johnson, bowing, and 


turning his head to him with a look for some time 


of rr e in a ade ae $i Woes 
placenoy. ho 177 oo S401 

Foote being msec) Nine ad; 60 He! is 
not a good mimick. One of the company added, 


* merry Andrew, a buffoon.“  Jorxsox. (But 


he has wit too, and is ee in ideas, or in 
ſertility and variety of imagery, and not empty of 


reading; be has knowledge enough to fill up his 


part. One species of wit he has in an eminent de- 
gree, that of escape: Lou dtive him into a corner 
with both hands; but be's gone, Sir, when you 
think you have got him—like an animal that jumps 
over your head. Then he has a great range for wit; 
be never lets truth stand between him and a jest, and 
he is sometimes mighty coarse. Garrick is under 


many festraints from which Foote is free.“ WI xs. 


« Gartick's wit is more like Lord Chesterfield's.” 


| Jorinson. The first time F was in company with 


Fovte was at Fitzherbert's. Having no good opinion 


FE ee nlattod eh 12 be pleat; and 
ie is very ditficult to please a man against his wil. 1 


went on eating my dinner pretty sullenly, affecting 
not to mind bim. But the dog was so very comical, 


chat T was obliged to lay down my knife and fork, 
wh e W chair, 1 K. 
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out. No, Sir, he was irresistible. He upon one 1 
occasion experienced, in an extraordinary degree, ne 4 
efficacy oſ his powers of entertaining. Amongst the 
many and various modes which he tried of getting 
money, he became a partner with a small-beer 
brewer, and he was to have a share of the proſits ſor 
procuring customers amongst his numerous acquaint» 
ance. Fitzherbert was one who took his small- beer; 
but it was so bad that the servants resolved not to 
drink it. They were at some loss bow to notify their 
resolution, being afraid of offending their master, 
who they knew liked Foote much as a companion, 
At last they fixed upon a little black boy, who was 
rather a favourite, to be their deputy, and delivet 
their remonstrance ; and having invested him with 
the whole authority of the kitchen, he was to inſorm 
Mr. Fitzherbert, in all their names, upon a certain W 
day, that they would drink Foote's small -beer no 
longer. On that da Foote happened to dine at rs | 
Fitzherbert's, and this boy served at table; he was 1 
50 delighted with Foote's stories, and merrim ent.. 
and grimace, that when he went down stairs, he told : | 
them, This is the ſinest man I have ever sc en. Ro 
will rens N 5 e an 
beats um vat at nbi 
— ee Garrick end not- — 
4543 this. WiILXES. © Garrick: would have made 
the 'small-beer still smaller. He is now leaving the 
stage; but he will play Seri all his life.” I knew 
eee er Ft let nnn Maas ok 
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and that not from ostentatious views. 
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himself, as Garrick» once said to me, and I had heard 
him praise his liberalityy so to bring out his com- 
mendation of his celebratod pupil, I said, loudly, 


L haye heard Garrick is liberal.“ Jonxsox. en, 


Sir, I Know / that Garrick has given away more money 
than any man in England that I am acquainted with, 

Garrick was 
very poor when he began life ; so when he came to 
have money, he probubly was very unskilful in giving 
away, and saved when he should not. But Garrick 


| began'to be liberal as soon as he could; and I am 


of opinion, the reputation of avarice which he has 


had, has been very lucky ſor him, and prevented his 


having many enemies. You despise a man for avarice, 
but do not hate him. Garrick might have been 
much better attacked for living with more splendour 
than is suitable to a player: if they bad had the wit 
to have assaulted him in that quarter, they might 
have galled him more. But they have kept clamour- 


1 eee 900" ag: bim __ 


much:cbloquy-and envy.” Hunt 55 
Talking of che great — of e au- 


| thentick information for biography, Johnson told us, 
* When I was a young fellow I wanted to write the 

- © Life of Dryden, and in order to get materials, 1 
applied to the only two persons then alive who had 
seen bim; these were old Swinney, and old Cibber. 
Swinney's information was no more than this, That 


at Will's coffee-house Dryden had a particular chair 
for himself, which was set by the fire in winter, and 


was then called his winter-chair; and that it was 
_ carried out for him to the balcony in summer, and 
was then called his summer- chair. Cibber could 
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tell no more but * That he remembered him a de- 
cent old man, arbiter of critical disputes at Will's. 
You are to consider that Cibber was then at-a great 
distance from Dryden, had perhaps one leg only in 
the room, and durst not draw in the other.“ Bos- 
WELL. © Yet Cibber was a man of observation? 
Jonxsox. © I think not.” BoswRLL. © You will 
allow his © Apology' to be well done.” Jonxsox. 


« Very well done, to be sure, Sir. That book is a 


striking proof of the j e of Pope's remark : 
Each might | bis several province well command, 


Ba, Would all but 5600p to what they n Pi, 


DC: 6 And his plays are good. 8 
« Yes; but that was his trade ; Lesprit du corps; he 
had been all his life among players and play-writers, 
I wondered that he had so little to say in conversa- 


tion, for he bad kgpt the best company; and lernt 
all chat can be got by the ear. He abused Pindar to 
me, and then shewed me an Ode of his,own, with - 
an absurd couplet, making a linnet scar on an 


eagle's wing.“ I told hin that when tbe ancients 


er ny H onde i it; * u | 


Mr. Wilkes r that « 2890 al the, bold | 
flights of Shakspeare's imagination, the boldest was 


making Birnam-wood march to Dunsinane; creating 


a wood where there never was a shrab; à wood in 
Scotland! ha! ha! ha!“ And he als observed, that 


« the clannish slayery of the Highlands of Scotland 


was the single exception to Milton's remark of * The 


Mountain N e sweet Ts E. worshipped 
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in all billy countries.“ When I was at Inverary 
Duke of Argyle, his dependents congratulated me on 


being such a favourite of his Grace. I said, It is 
then, gentlemen, truely lucky for me; for if I had 


displeased the Duke, and he had wibhed it, there is 
not a Campbell among you but would have been 
ready to bring John Wilkes's head to him in a r 


ber. n Love bows only"! BYA. 


: Off with his bead! So much for Ale. 


I was then member for Aylesbury.” 


a Dr. Johnson and Mr. Wilkes talked of the con- 
tested pussage in Horace's © Art of Poetry,” „HDi 
eile ers propris communia dicere:” Mr. Wilkes accord- 


ing to my note, gave the interpretation thus: „It is 


difficult to speak with propriety of common things ; 


as; if a poet had to peak of Queen Caroline drinking 
tea; he must endeayour to avoid the vulgarity of cups 
" and saucers“ But upon reading my note, be tells 
me that he meant to say, that the word communia, 
being a Roman law term, signiſies here things commu-' 
mis" juris, that is to say, what have never yet been 
treated by any 9-6 — this appears clearly from 
What bil pe tn rod ly al V 


* Jak d oils" t At Io dit 
mh eee, carmen deducit cn acting» 4 


if Quang proferres ignota indictaque primus.” e | 


_ will casjet tnake a trigedy out of the Tad than 
on n any vybject not handled bende e een ** "Te 


3 My viiy ie beet as well wake od als. 
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means that it is difficult to appropriate to particular | 
persons qualities which are common to all mankind, 
as Homer has done.” 


TERS —— \ 1 e . 
ccc 
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Wilkes here shews himself to be of the WannurTomay Scyoor. It 
is nevertheless true, as appears from Dr. Hurd the Bishop of Wots 1 


cester's very elegant e oor and notes on the *. Pistole ad 
Prone 


It is negessary to a fair consideration eee 
whey pawage in which the words occur ene e | 


1 


— 
wo 


7 | 
5 «& quid mexpertum Kcene. commitris, et audes- | ; 14 
3 « Perzonam formare novam, servetur ad imum 07 
z « Qaalis ab incepto proceiierity et gibi cauttet. | ä e | 


« Difficile eat proprie communta dicere : tugue 
, +4, Reetins Iliacum carmen deducis in actur, | 
Lan i proferres ignota indictaque rimamm. 23 
* Publica materies privati juris erit, i RY 1 
« Non circa vilem patulumgue moraberis erben; 
« Nec verbum werbo curabis reddere fidus _ 
„ Interpres ; nec desilies imitator in artum 


w * blen proferte puder wetat aut operis low! 


The « Commentary” thus illustrates it; 44 But the formation of 
2 characters i is a work of great difficulty and hazard. For 
here there is no generally received and fixed archetype to work after, 
but every one. judges. of common right, according to the extent and 
; comprehension of his. own idea; therefore he adyises to labour and 
refit old characters and :ubjects, particularly those made known and 
authorised by the practice of Homer and the Epick writers,” 

The“ Note” is 1 ; 

% Difficide;nsT PROPRIE. COMMUNIA vicenn,” Lambin' $ Com- 
ment is . Communia hoc lac appellat Horatius argumenta fabularum 
null adbuc tractata : et ita, gue, cuiwis exporita gunt es in medio 
guodammada povitay 9 vacua et d wemme geexpata.”” And that 
this is the true meaning of communia 18 evidently fixed by the words 
ita indictaguc, which. are explanatory of it; 50, that the sense 
given it in the commentary, is unquestionably the right ohe, Yet, 
notwithstanding n clearness of the case, a late-critick has this | 
strange passage: . Difficide quidem ente proprie communia dicere, hoc 
eit, materiam ee notam et d medio petitam, ita immutare algue 

gxoruarey ut nova er tcriptori propria videatur, ultro concedimus; 


- 
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Wx Es. We have no City-Poet now: that is 


an office which has gone into disuse. 'The last was 


et Maxim | procul dubia ponderis ista eit observatio, Sed omnibus 


_ wtringue collatis, et tum difficilis, tum venus ti, tam judicii quam inge 


vii ratione habit, major videtur exe gloria fabulam formare penitts 


novam, quam vete rem, utcungue mutatam, de novo exhibere. (Poet. 


Præl. v. ii. p. 164.) Where having first put a wrong construction 
on the word communia, he employs it to introduce an impertinent 
criticism. For where does the poet prefer the glory of refitting old 
subjects to that of inventing new ones? The contrary is implied in 
what he urges about the superiour difficulty of the latter, from 
which he dissuades his countrymen, only in respect of their abilities 


and i inexperience in these matters; and in order to culti vate in them, 


which is the main view of the Epistle, a spirit of correctness, by 

sending them to the old subjects, treated by the Greek writers.” 
For my own part (with all deference for Dr. Hurd, who thinks 

the cate clear,) 1 consider the passage, Diffeile ext propric com- 


* munia dicere, to be a crux for the criticks on Horace. 


The explication which My Lord of Worcester treats with 80 
much contempt, 1s nevertheless countenanced by anthority which I 
find quoted by the learned Baxter in his edition of Horace, HDi. 
cile ext proprie communia dicere, h. e. res vulgares disertis verbis 
enarrare, vel humile thema cum dignitate tractare. Difficile ent com- 
munes res propriis explicare verbis, Vet. Schol.” I Was much dis- 
appointed to find that the great critick, Dr. Bentley, has no note 


. upon this very difficult passage, as from his vigorous and illuminated 


1 chould have n to receive mene 1 
ve yet had. 8 
Sanadon thus treats of it: * Proprid tommunia dice; Os . 


dire, qu il nat pas aii de former d ces perconnages d imagination, des | 
' caractires particuliers et cependant wrauemblables. Comme Foun a 


ett le maitre de les former tels gu'on a voulu, bet fauter que Pon fait 
en cela vont moins pardonnables.” C'est pourguai- Horace comeille de 
prendre toujours des mjets connus telt que wont "I wage ood ceux * 


Von peut tirer des poemes d Homere. 


And Dacier observes upon it, 4 Apres avoir margus Ter deux 


 qualites 2 il. faut donner aux periomnages gion inuente, itonteille 


aux Pottes tragiques, de x user pas trop facilement de tette lib quils 


ont d'en inventer, car il eit tres difficile de reusir dani ces noworan 
- Caractires, Il ext mal ai, dit Horace, de traiter proprement, c 


N Aki. r 
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Elkanah Settle. There is something in names which 
one cannot help feeling. Now Elkanah Settle Sounds 
8 queer, who can expect much from that name? We 
should have no hesitation to give it for John Dryden, 
in prefzrence to Elkayah Scttle, from the names only, 
without knowing their different merits.” | JouxsoN. 


I suppose, Sir, Settle did as well for Aldermen in 


his time, as John Home could do now. Where did 


Beck ſord and Trecothick learn English?“ 


Mr. Arthur Lee mentioned some Scotch who had 
taken possession of a barren part of America, and 
wondered why they, should choose it. Jonxsox. 
«© Why, Sir, all bnaunee is comparative. The 


Scotch would not know it to be barren.” BoswkLL. 


4 dire convenablement, des sujets communs; cen d dire, des anjeti 
inventei, et qui n'out ancun fondement ni dans I Hiatoire ni dans 1d' 
Fable; et il les appelle communs, parce gu'ils sont en disþorition d 
taut le monde, et que tout le monde a le drait de les inwenter, et qu'ils 
ront, comme on dit, au premier occupant.” See his observations at 
large on this express ĩon and the following. 

After all, I cannot help entertaining some doubt whether the 
words, Difficile en proprie communia dictre, may not have been 
thrown in by Horace to form a teparate article in a © choice of diſh. 
culties which a poet has to encounter, who chooses a new subject; 
in which case it must be uncertain which of the various explanations 
is the true one, and every reader has a right to decide as it may 
strike his own farcy. And even should the words be understood as 


they generally are, to be connected both with what goes before and 


what comes after, the exact sense cannot be absolutely ascertained; 


for instance, whether propris is meant to signify in an appropriated 


manner, as Dr. Johnson here understands it, or, as it is often used by 
Cicero, with propriety, or elegantly. ' In short, it is a rare instance 
of a defect in perspicuity in an admirable, writer, who with almost 
every species of excellence, is peculiarly remarkable for that quality. 


The length of this note perhaps requires an apology. Many of my 
readers, I doubt got, will admit that a critical discussion W oc 


in a favourite class ick is very engaging. 
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* Come, come, he is flattering the English. Vou 
have now been in Scotland, Sir, and say if you did 
not see meat and drink enough there.” Jonxsox. 
Why yes, Sir; meat and drink enough to give the 
inhabitants sufficient strength to run away from 
home.“ All these quick and lively sallies were said 
it sportively, quite in jest, and with a smile, which 
i showed that he meant only wit. Upon this topick 
he and Mr. Wilkes could perfectly asimilate ; here 
1 | was a bond of union between them, and I was con- 
| - . Scious that as both of them had visited Caledonia, 


both were fully satisfied of the strange narrow igno- 
ratice of those who imagine that it is a land of famine. 
| But they amused themselves with persevering in the 
fl old jokes. When I claimed a superiority for Scot- 
1 land over England in one respect, that no man can 
bl be arrested there for a debt merely because another 
i swears it against him; but there must first be the 
[| judgement of a court of law ascertaining its justice; 

| and that a seizure of the person, before judgement is 
1 obtained, can take place only, if his creditor should 
swear that he is about to fly from the country, or, as it 
is technically expressed, is in medilatione fuge : 
Wir XS. That, I should think, may be safely 
_ _ eworn of all the Scotch nation.” JonxsOx. (to Mr. 
|| Wilkes) “ You must know, Sir, I lately took my 
| friend Boswell and shewed him genuine civilised life 
in an English provincial town. I turned him loose at 
| © _ Lichfield, my native city, that he might seo for once 
i real civility : for you know he lives among savages in 
|| . Scotland, and among rakes in London,” WIIkXS. 
1 Except when he is with grave, Sober, decent people 
iÞ like you and me.” er (amiling) 1 We we 
| ashamed of him. 
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They were quite frank and casy. Johnson told the 
story of his asking Mrs. Macaulay to allow her ſoot- 
man to sit down with them, to prove the ridiculous- 
ness of the argument ſor the equality of mankind; 
and he said to me afterwards, with a nod of satisfac- 
tion, © You saw Mr. Wilkes acquiesced.” Wilkes 
talked with all imaginable freedom of the ludierous 


title given to the Attorney-General, Diabolus Regis ;/ - 


adding, I have reason to know something about 
that officer; for I was prosecuted for a libel. John- 


son, who many people would have supposed must 
have been furiously angry at hearing this talked of so 


| lightly, said not a word. He was now, mdeed, * a 
good-humoured fellow.” | 

After dinner we had an accession of Mrs. Kana 
the Quaker lady, well known for her various talents, 
and of Mr. Alderman Les. Amidst some patriotick 
groans, somebody (I think the Alderman) said, 
Poor old England is lost.“  Jouxsos. Sir, it is 


not so much to be lamented that Old England is 


lost, as that the Scotch have found it.“ WIIXXS. 
« Had Lord Bute governed Scotland only, I should 
not have taken the. trouble to write his culogy, aud 
dedicate * MoxTmMeR' to him.” f 


Mr. Wilkes held a candle to shew a fine print of 


a beautiful female figure which hung in the room, 
and pointed out the elegant contour of the bosom 
with the finger of an arch connoisseur. He after- 
wards, in a conversation with me, waggishly ingisted, 
that all the time Johnson shewed visible signs-of a 

feryent . of the eee hams of the 
fair Quaker. | 


4 Tt Hold" ws Ind ee "this. eng and. 
Pointed remark, in which a yery great deal of meaning is condensed, 
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This, record, though by no means so perfect as I 
could wish, will serve to give a notion of a very cu- 


rious interview, which was not only pleasing at the 


time, but had the agrecable and benignant effect ot 


reconciliug any animosity, and sweetening any aci- 


dity, which in the various bustle of political contest, 


bad been produced in the minds of two men, who 
though widely different, had so many things in com- 


mon — classical learning, modern literature, wit, and 
humour, and ready repartee— that it would have 


been much to be regretted if they pag been ns ever 
at a distance from cach other. 


Mr. Burke gave me much credit for this success- 
ful negociation; and pleasantly said, that there was 
nothing to equal it in the ein __—_— of the Ae 
Diplomatique.” 

I attended Dr. 8 hdine, nd bad the satis- 


faction to hear him tell Mrs. Williams how much be 


bad been pleased with Mr. Wilkes's company, and 
what an agreeable day he had passed. 

I talked a good deal to him of the celebrated 
Margaret Caroline Rudd, whom I had visited, in- 
duced by the fame of her talents, address, and irre- 


sistible power of fascination. To a lady who disap- 


erk. of my visiting her, he said on a-former occa- 
Nay, Madam, Boswell is in the right; I 
bol have visited her myself, were it not that they 


have now a trick of putting every thing into the 


news- papers. This evening he exclaimed, I envy 


him his acquaintance with Mrs. Rudd.“ 


I mentioned a scheme which I had of hal a 
tour to the Isle of Man, and giving a full account 
of it; and that Mr. Burke bad Logon e | 
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Jars, «Sir, you. will get mare by. the book than 
the jaunt. will cost you: 50 you. will bave your di- 
version for nothing, and add to your reputation. 1 
On the evening of the next day I took leave of 
him, being to set out for Scotland: I thanked him 
with great warmth for all his kinduess. “ Sir, (Said 
be,) yon are rer aa e den it with _ 
more. 
How very ale is 45 notion which has gone round 
the world of the; rough, and passionate, and; harshe © 
manners. of this great and good; man. That he had 5 
occasional sallies of heat of temper, and that he was 
sometimes, perhaps, too casily” provoked” by ab- El 
surdity and folly, © and sometimes too desirous of 1 
triumph in colloquial contest, must be allowed. - | 
quickness both of his perception and 5ensitylity dis- — 
posed him to sudden explosibns of satire ; £0 which „ 
his extraordinary readiness of wit was a stro rong and 2 
almogt ureastible ; incitement, - | To adopt « one of the. 
 finest images in Mr. Home's * 5 © Douglas,” xt tae 5 
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1 that the beadle within. him was often do eager 

to apply the lash, that the Judge had not time to 
consider the case with sufficient deliberation, . _ 

| That he wag occasionally remarkable for violence 

of temper may be granted: but let us ascertain the 
degree, and not let it be supposed that he was in a EN. 
perpetual rage, and never without a club in his hand, - 
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a the contrary, the truth is, that by much the greatest 


t of his time he was civil, obliging, nay, polite in 
e true sense of the word; so much so, that many 
gentlemen, who were long acquainted with him, 
never rectived, or eren heard a" strong . un 


from him. 
The elo ing le lan eee an Epitaph which | 
he wrote for the monument of Dr. Goldsmith, in 


Westminster- Abbey, afford at ono a proof of his 
unaffected modesty, his carelessness as to his own 
and of the great respect which he enter- 


writin 
tained for the taste and judgement of the excellent 
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+ [nave "Pp ine away flow you, kus not 


8 well how, and of these vexatious hindrances I know 
not when there will be an end. I therefore zend 


you the poor dear Doctor's epi. taph. Read it first 


yournelf; and if you then think it right, show it to 


the Aub. I am, you know, willing ta be corrected. 
If you think any thing much amiss, keep it to your- 
together. I haye sent two copies, 


Dr. 1 9 0 4 
wo 1271 #4 $8 "4 toes Tour . servant, 
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| «c oli | I | 
« Mtss Reval 1 di a Wil to send the Epi 
taph to Dr. Beattie; I am very willing, but having 
no copy, cannot immediately recollect it. She tells 
me you have lost jt. Try to recollect and — down 
as much as you retain ; you perhaps may kept 
what I have dropped. The lines for which I am at 
a loss, are something of rerum civilium $i? naturu- 
lum. It was a sorry trick to lose it; help me · if . 
you can. I am, Sir, 
« Your most humble erwin 
* June 22, 1776. | % JAM. Jounson.” 
* The gout grows better but slowly.“ 
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It was, I think, after I had left London this year, 1 
that this Epitaph gave occasion to a Remonstrance to "MF 
the Monarcn or LiTzrATVURE, for an account of 


| which Tam indebted to Sir William Forbes, of Pit 


 - ig. . 

| That my "OTE may have the subject more fully F| 
£ and clearly before thew, I shall first insert ” | 4 
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THE LIFE OF [rar. 6). 
A ffectuum potens at Jenis dominator: 
* Ingento guhlimis, vividus, versatilis, 
* Oratione grandis, nitidus, venustus: 
Hoc monumento memoriam oolup, 
Gene 7 * Sodalium amor, n 
1 0 Amucorum des, 3 £ * 
« Lectorum weneratio. .. EN, 


; * Nabe! in Hibernid Forniæ Longfordiensis, 5 80 : 


_ "Nov. XXIX. MDCCXXXI ; 1 

cnc 4 « Eblang literis institulus; 3 

ot + c Ohut but Lonidini, 1 | 
Ani av, pcetaxiy,” 


W Willam Forbes writes to me thus: en- | 


close the Round Robin. This jeu Peeprit took its 


rise one day at dinner at our friend Sir Joshua Rey- 


nolds's. All che company present, except myself, 
vere friends and acquaintance of Dr. Goldsmith. 


"The Epitaph, written for him by Dr. Johnson, be- 


came the subject of conversation, and various emen- 


dations were suggested, which it was agreed should 
be submitted to the Doctor's consideration. — But 


the question was, who should have the courage to 


- propose them to him ? At last it was hinted, that 


there could be no way 80 good as that of a Round 
Robin, as the suilors call it, which they make use of 
when they enter into a conspiraoy, 50 as not to let 
it be known who puts his name first or last to the 


paper. This proposition was instantly assented to; 
and. Dr. Barnard, Dean of Derry; now Bishop of 
Killaloe, drew up an address to Dr. Johnson on the 
occasion, replete with wit and humour, but which it 


was feared the Doctor * think treated the sub- 
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ject with too much levity. Mr. Burke then” pro- 


posed the address as it stands in the paper in 
writing, to which T had the hour to deer w 
i 
Sir Joshua end | to — it to 'Dr. -. Jolidiwsy 8 
who received it with” much good humour, and Oh 


VN 
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0 1 upon seeing Dr. ecards as 
that the Epitaph should be in English, observed to Sir Joshua, 41 
wonder that Jae Warton, a scholar by proſession, should be such a” 
fool.” He said too, . should have e- Mund Borke would 
have had more sense. Mr, Langton, who was one of the company 
at Sir Joshua's, like a sturdy scholar, resolutely refused to sign the 
Round Robin. The Epitaph is engraved upon Pr. Goldsmith's mo- 
nument without any alteration. At another time, when somebody 
etdeayoured to argue in favour of its being in English, Johnson 
said, The language of the country of which a learned man was a 
native, is not the language fit for his epitaph, which should be in 
ancient and permanent language. Consider, Sir; how you should 
feel, were you to find at Rotterdam an epitaph upon Erasmus = 
Dutch “For my own part I think it would be best to have Epi- 


taphs written both in a learned language, and in the language of the | 
country; so that they might have the advantage of being more 


univerzally understood, and at the same time be secured of classical 


stability. I cannot, however, but be of opinion, that it is not suf | 


- ficiently discriminative. Applying to Goldsmith equally the epi- 
khets of © Pere, HMiutorici, Phycici,” is surely not tight ; for us 10 
his claim to the last of those epithets, I have heard Johnson himself 

say, „Goldsmith, Sir, will give us a very fine book upon the aub- 

ject; but if de n imer & Drape, Sia I believe, 

- may be the extent of his knowledge of natural history.” His book 
is indeed an excellent performance, though in some instances he ap- 
pears to have trusted too much to Buffon, who, with all his theo- 
retical ingenuity and extraordinary eloquence, 1 suspect had little 
actual information in the science on which he wrote 50 admingbly.. 
For instance, he tells us that the cow. sheds her horns every two 
years; a most palpable errour, which Goldsmith has faithfully 
transferred into his book. It is wonderful that Buffon, who lived 

Wen Ne the country, at his noble seat, should have fallen into 


deer, 


zuch a blunder. o 
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sirod Sir Joshua to tell the gentlemen, that he ler | 
alter the Epitaph in any manner they pleased, as to 
the gente of it; but je would never consent 10 dis- 

grace the 1 of Henan _—y with. an. mae 


inscription. 

5.P aaf this Reund Rabin as a apezies of lite- 
rary curiosity worth preserving, as it marks, in a cer- 
tain degree, Dr: Johnson's character. 

My readers are presented with a faithful transcript 
of a paper, which I doubt not- of their being de- 

sirous to see. 

Sir William We ohecrvation is very just. The 
atiecdote now related proves, in the strongest man- 
ner, the reverence and awe with which Johnson was 
regarded, by some of the most eminent men of his 
time, in various departments, and even by such of 
them as Jived most with him; while it also confirms 
what I baye again and again mnouleated, that he was 
by no means of that ferocious and irascible character 
7 0 has been ignorantly imagined. in tf 
This hasty composition is also to be remarked as 
ä one of a thousand instances which evince the ex- 


8 traordinary promptitude of Mr. Burke; who while 


he is equal to the greatest things, can adorn the least; 
can, with equal facility, embrace the vast and com- 
plicated speculations of paliticks, or * een 
ticks of hend reer . 
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«Batik -« Pn. Joux50N ro uns. BOSWELL. N * 


„ MADAM, 

«You must not think me uncivil in eng 
to answer the letter with which you favoured me 
some time ago. I imagined it to have been written 
without Mr. Boswell's knowledge, and therefore sup- 


OE Sore e 


a private conveyance. - 
The difference with Lord Auchinleck is now 


over; and, since young Alexander has appeared, I 
hope no more difficulties will arise among you; for 


I sincerely wish you all happy. Do not teach the 


young ones to dislike me, as you dislike me your- 


self; but let me at least have Veronica's e 


because she is my acquaintance. 
„Jou will now have Mr. Boswell W it is 


well that you have him; be has led a wild life, I 
have taken bim to Lichfield; and he has followed 


Mr. Thrale to Bath. Pray take care of him, and 


tame him. The only thing in which I have the ho- 


nour to agree with you is, in loving him; and while 
we are so much of a mind in a matter of so much 


importance, our other quarrels will, een | 


no great bitterness. I am, Madam 
8 « Your most humble servant, 
« May 16, 776. e 11-488 2 : 


0 An. BOSWELL TO DR, JOHNSON. 1 


5 « Edinburgh, June 25, 1 
Jou "us formerly complained that my letters 
were too long. There is no danger of that com- 


plaint being made at present; for I find it difficult 


7 4 "3 AL 4>% 1 FEY WS. 4 OS ad 1 i s 
5 „ 
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8 THE LIFE-OF [rar. 67. 
for me to write to you at all. [Here an account of 
having been afflicted with a return of mac a 
bad spirits]. . 

„The bands ef bocks?. which yon cent as me are 
arrived; 3 e J have not yet examined the pantents, 
„ „ 

N 1 ads Mr. Maclauriu's paper for then negro, 
who claims his freedom n "ny Of Session,“ 


# W . 


f Hs * DR, Jonx80x 70 MR. . BOSWELL. „ 


118. 94 "34 49 


cc DEAR sn, 


„ ITnxszE black. Farr of wich you complaj, 
perhaps hurt your memory as well as your imagina- 
tion. When did I complain that your letters were 
too long ?* Your last letter, after a very long delay, 
brought very bad news. | Here à series of reflec- 


* „ tas ne rn ee ate : , | oY 
” « os 1 5 ARA Sx SM > " © - 4 4 M . — I v 
ö ee n SO ARIRR . ˙ CEOS TIRE 


* tions upon melancholy, and hat I could not help 8 
1 thinking strangely unreasonable in him who had suf- 
| ſered so much from it himself. —a good deal of se- 
18 verity and reproof, as if it were owing to my o.] 
| fault, or that I was, perhaps, ene it ſrom a de- 
sire of distinction.] 


„ Read Cheyne's © English Malady hut 155 not 
let him teach you a-foolish notion that melancholy 
is a proof of acuteness. Nen. | 

To hear that you have not opened your boxes of 

| books is very offensive. The examination and ar- 


— 


e to the 
Hebrides, there was n halber due to me, which Dr, Jokneon choco 
to discharge by sending books. 

| i Baretti cold me that Johnen complained of my writing very 
| bong letters to him when I was upon the continent; which was most 
W . 
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rangement of so many volumes might have afforded 
an amusement very scasonable at present, and 
uscful for the whole of life. I am, I confess, very 


angry that you manage yourself so ill.. * ** #,  , 


Ido not now say any more, than that I am, 
1 gruat on, and sincerity, dear Sir, 


Jour humble servant, 
« TOW „ 21776. rea . * Sam. JonxS0N.“ 
It was last year determined by Lord Mansfield, 
in the Court of King's Bench, that a negro cannot 


9”, 


Sent. 


be taken out * _ A eh without his own con- 


. DR. JOHNSON TO Mt, BOSWELL, * 


< 'DBAR SIR, 


© I MAKE ee again, ho e lets 
ter should give you. too much pain. If you are 
really oppressed with overpowering and involuntary 
melancholy, you are to. be pitied rather than re- 
proached. % * , 
Now, my dear Bozzy, let us have done wich 
quarrels and with censure. Let me know whether. I 


have not.sent you a pretty library, There are, perhaps, 


many books. among them which you never need read 


through; but there are none which it is not proper 


ſor you to know, and sometimes to consult. Of 


— _— 


* 8 23 „330 
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these books, of which the use is only occasional, it is 
often sufficient to know the contents, that, when any 
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« Since I wrote, 1 have locked ober Mr. M 


| Jaurin's plea, and think it excellent. How is the 


pnit carried on? If by subscription, I commission 


tions renn 
- formation. 
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you to contribute, in my name, what is proper. Let 


nothing be wanting in such a case. Dr. Drum- 
mond,“ I see, is superseded. His father would have 


grieved; but he lived to obtain the pleasure of 


his'son's election, enn W chat rage 
Abateddt. 
« Langton's lady 1 blotght bim a girl, ind 
both are well; 1 Lined - wan him _ nn . 
* * * * * 74 
ee eee eee you, * eee 
the agth of May I was scized by the gout, and am. 
not quite well. The pain has not been violent, but 
the weakness and tenderness were very troublesome, 
and what is said to be very uncommon, it has not 


alleviated my other disorders. Make use of youth 


and health while you have them; make my compli- 

© na, Mrs. Boswell. I am, my dear Sir, 0 
. Your most affectiunate 

« July x6, n. cer ten „en JounsoN.” 


© MR, BOSWELL 10 vn. JOHNSON, © - 


88 DEAR sin, Edinburgh, July 185 1776. 
© «Your letter of the second of this month was 


rather a harsh medicine; but I was delighted with 
that spontaneous tenderness, which, a few days after- 


wards, sent forth such balsam as your next brought 


me. I found myself for some time so ill that all T 


e 6 of Jonas cd rel Me. Win Parser, 


(See Vol, II. p. 27, 28. He was a young man of such distinguished 
metit, that he was hominated to one of the medical profeszorsþips 
in the College of Edinburgh without solicitation, while he was at 


Naples. Having other v Sacks he _ not + of * r 10 


oon afterwards died. 
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could do was to preserve a decent appearance, while 
all within was weakness and distress. Like a reduced 
garrison that has some spirit left, I hung out flags, 
and planted all the force I could muster, upon the 


walls. I am now much better, and I sincerely thank 


you for your kind attention and friendly counsel.” . 
„ a u „ „ «„ 4 
= Count Manuecci * came here last woek 4 tra- 
velling in Ireland. I have shown him what civilities 
I could on his own account, on your's, and on that 
of Mr. and Mrs. Thrale. He has had a fall from 

his horse, and been much hurt, TI regret this un- 
lucky accident, for he seems to be a very amiable 


As the evidence of what 1 have mentioned at the 


beginning of this year, I Select from his private” 


register the following passage : | 
July 25, 1776. O Gov, who hast ordained that 
whatever is to be desired should be sought by labour, 


and who, by thy blessing, bringest honest labour to 
good effect, look with mercy upon my studies and 


endeavours. Grant me, O Loy, to design only 
what is lawful and right; and afford me calinness of 
mind, and stcadiness of purpose, that I may so do 
thy will in this short life, as to obtain happiness in 
the world to come, ſor the sake of Jesvs | Cunisr our 


Lord. Amen.“ 


It appears ſrom a note subjoined, that this was 
e when he F6 Forney to apply Von k 


: A VF OR eee in his Notes 
of his Tour in France.“ I had the pleasure of becoming acquainted | 


with him in London, ia the spring of this year, 


3 Prayers and Meditations, p.151. 
3 


92 THE LIFE or COPY 


to study, n of / the Greek un Bal 
tongues.” 

Such a purpose, 80 expressed, at the age of sixty- 
seven, is admirable and encouraging; and it must 
impress all the thinking part of my readers with a 
consolatory confidence in habitual devotion, when 
they see a man of such enlarged intellectual powers 
as Johnson, thus in the genuine carnestness of se- 
crecy, imploring the aid of that Supreme Being, 

* from whom cometh down. "AE _ and voor l 
en . N c 


* TO 81R JOSHUA REYNOLDS. : 
10 STR, 


Ps. YOUNG. man, - whose name is Paterson, of- 
ſers himself this evening to the Academy, He 


is the son of a man for whom I have long had a 


- Kindness, and who is now abroad in distress. I shall 
be glad that you will be pleased to shew him any 
little countenance, or pay him any small distinction. 
How much it is in your power to fayour or to for- 
ward a young man I do not know; nor do I know 
how much this candidate deserves fayour by his per-. 
sonal merit, or what hopes his proficiency may now 
give of future eminence, I tecommend him as the 
Son of my friend. Lour character and station enable 
Jou to give a young man great encouragement by 
very easy means, You. haye heard, of a man who, 
asked no other favour of Sir Robert Walpole, than 
that he would bow to him at his levee. I am, Sir, 
Tour most humble servant;” 
n g 525 © „ Sant.” JOHxS0Nn," 10 
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| | | I 
© MR. BOSWELL ro DR. JOHNSON, 


« Edinburgh, Beger 30, 1776. 
[After giving him an account of my- having ex- 


amined the chests of books which he had sent to 


me, and which contained what may be truely called 


a numerous and miscellaneous Stall Library, thrown 
together at random :— 


“Lord Hailes was against the decree” in the case 


of my client, the minister; not that he justified the 
minister, but because the parishioner both provoked 
and retorted. I sent his Lordship y our -able argu- 
ment upon the case for his perusal. His observation 


upon it in a letter to me was, Dr. Johnson's- Sug- - 


corium is pleasantly* and artfully composed. I suspect, 


e that he has not convinced himself; for, 1 


believe that he is better read in-ecclesiastical history, 
than to imagine that a Bishop or a Presbyter has a 
a _ to begin censure or digeipline-? cathedre.”'+ 
„ 
For the honour. of Count. Mannucci, as 1 as 
to observe that exactness of truth which you haye 


taught me, I must correct what 1 said in a former. 178 


| letter. He an not. _ b his heme, Wren 8 0 


„b eee ee L 
of a grave piece of reasoning, I cannot conceive, But different 
men have different notions, of pleasantry. I happened to sit by n 


gentleman.one evening at the Opera-house in London, who, at the 


<6 moment when Medea appeared to be in great agony at the thought 
«Filing het chloe ee neee > 


enough.” | | * 
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94 THE LIFE or fur. 6). 
have been an imputation on his in as an officer of 
cavalry ; his horse fell with him. 

« I have, since I sa. you, read every word of 


tained me exceedingly, and I do not think him the 
NM that you supposed. Horace Walpole's being 


his patron is, indeed, no good sign of his political 
principles. But he denied to Lord Mountstuart that 


| he was a Whig, and said he had been accused by 

| both parties of e wth T. he ed | 
| Pope, F l gore en 
| „Wyle Tories call me Whig, and Whig a Tory? 

| Iwich bee ene 
Lord Mounstuart wishes much to find a proper per- 

| son to continue the work upon Granger's plan, and 

. bas desired I would mention it to you; if such a man 

f oocurs, 3 to let me know. er 274 

| F 4 . 10 un. ROBERT LEVETT. 


* 


e ee, 


we have at length resolved upon returning. I ex- 
g eee ee 
1 dd not go into Wer gon Gl last Friday, but 


FF though I know not 


that it does me any good. My pigs are. we e. 
less and tiresome, but I am otherwise well. | 
nee written word of my coming to Mrs. 


I Granger's Biographical History.“ It has enter- 


Sits juke” COT choie 8 | 
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Williams. Remember me kindly to 1 
Betsy. IJ am, Sir, | large 
C Your humble zervant, 
Pods gn pe e 6 WA Toussb se 
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October, informing him, that my father had, in the 


most liberal manner, paid a large debt for me, and 
that I had now the happiness of being upon very 
good terms with him jt to which wy ROGER thovol: 
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6 106m gat eee WP ond, you, are 


| al lack on good terms with your father. Cultivate 


dis kindness by all honest and manly means. Liſe is 
but short; no time can be afforded but, ſor the in- 


dulgence of real sorrow, or contests upon questious 


seriously momentous. Let us not throw. away any 
of our days upon useless resentment, or eontend who 
shall hold out longest in stubborn malignity. It is 


best not to be angry: and best, in the next place, 
to be r er 1 ne wy 


*% * 


e Por this und R — 


indebted to my old acquaintance. Ms. Nathaniel Thomas, = 


worth and ingenuity have been long known to a respectable, fond 
not a wide circle ; „ ra medals would do 
to periphs of neee ot Wa; 
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a ever hear from W J visit 
him sometimes, but he does not talk. I do not like 
his scheme of life ; but as I am not permitted to 
understand it, I cannot et any thing right that % 
wrong. | His children are sweet babies. , | 

I hope my irreconcileable enemy, Mrs. Boswell, 
is well. Desire her not to-transmit her malevolence 
to the young people. Let mo have Alexander, and 
Veronica, and Euphemia, for my friends. 

*& Mrs. Williams, whom you may reckon as one 
of your well-wishers, is in a fechle and languishing 
, State, with little hope of growing better. She went 
' for some part of the autumn into the country, but 
is hitle benefited "and Dr. Lawrence confesscs that 
his art is at an end. Death is, however; at u distance; 
and what more than that can we say of ourselves? 1 
am sorry for her pain, and more sorry ſor Ange 
Mr. Levett'is sound, wind and limb, go 
I was some weeks this autumn at Brighihelm- 
Stone. The place was'very dull, and I was not well; 
the expedition to the Hebrides was the most pleasant 
journey that I ever made. Such an effort annually 
would give the world a little diverzification. 

Every year, however, we cannot wander, and 
must-therefore endeavour to spend our time at home 
as well as we can. I believe it is best to throw life 
into a method, that every hour may bring its employ- 
ment, and every employment have its hour. Xeno- 
Phon observes, in his Treatise e chat 
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thing is worn out or consumed, 9 it 
leaves will shew what is wanting; 80 if every part of 


time has its duty, the hour will call i into ae 


its proper engagement. ay at 

J have not practised all this dense — 
but I have suffered much for want of it; and I would 
have you, by timely recollection and steady resolu- 


tion, escape from those evils which have lain ny 


upon me. I am, my dearest Bogwell,.  .. - 
OS. Emm + ads 
« Blur, Nr. 16 17G ii FR e 


Gnade d of Naehe Lindo ts 
Mr. . Strahan had sent me twelue. copies of the 
Journey to the Western Islands, handsomely 
bound, instead of the ,-enty copies which were sti- 
pulated ; but which, I supposed, were to be only 
in sheets; requested to know how they should be 
distributed: and mentioned that I had another son 


born to me, r e 8 
infant. | 


5 ; 48. ws #4 
A f arne - 
« 70 Iban eee nene. FA 
cc | allt Ac. 
DEAR SIR, 


© T HAvE = for some Fs A * a "Ir which, 
perhaps, I made an excuse to myself for not writing, 
when in reality I knew not what to ay. 


75 


« The books you must at last distribute as you | 


think best, in my name, or your, own, as you are 
inclined, or as you judge most proper. Every body 
cannot be obliged; but I wish that nobody may be 
offended. Do the best you can. NN 
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' © T' congratulate you on the increase of your 

family, and hope that little David is by this time well, 
and his mamma perfectly recovered. I am much 
pleased to hear of the re-establishment of kindness 
between you and your father. Cultivate his paternal 
tenderness as much as you can. 'To live at variance 
at all is uncomfortable ; and variance with a father is 
still more uncomfortable. Besides that, in the whole 
dispute you have the wrong side; at least you gave 
the first provocations, and some of them very offen- 
sive Let it now be all over. As you have no reason 
to think that your new mother has shown you any 
fou! play, treat her with respect, and with some 
degree of confidence; this will secure your father. 
When once a discordant family has felt the pleasure 
of peace, they will not willingly lose it. If Mrs. 
Boswell would but be friends with me, we might 
now shut the temple of Janus. 

- * What came of Dr. Memis's cause? Is er SHER 
tion about the negro determined? Has Sir Allan 
any reasonable hopes? What is become of poor 
Macquarry ? Let me know the event of all these 
litigations. I wish particularly well to the negro and 
— en | 

“ Mrs. Williams has been much out of order; 
and though she is something better, is likely, in her 
physician's opinion,” to endure her malady for life, 
though she may, perhaps, die of some other, Mrs. 
Thrale is big, and fancies that she carries a boy; if 
it were very reasonable to wish much about it, I 
should wish ber not to be disappointed. The desire 
of male heirs is not appendant only to feudal tenures. 
A son is almost necessary to the continuance of 


3 
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Thrale's fortune; for what can misses do with a 
brewhouse? Lands are fitter for daughters than 
trades. 


« Baretti went away from Thrale's in some whim- 


sical fit of disgust, or ill-nature, without taking any 
leave. It is well if he finds in any other place as good 
an habitation, and as many conveniencies. He has got 
five-and-twenty guineas by translating Sir Joshua's 


Discourses into Italian, and Mr, Thrale gave him . 


an hundred in the spring; so that he is * in no 
difficulties. 

* Colman has bought Foote's patent, and is to 
allow Foote for life sixteen hundred pounds a year, 
as Reynolds told me, and to allow him to play 80 


often on such terms that he may gain four hundred 


pounds more. What Colman can get by this bar- 

gain, but trouble and hazard, I do not see. e 

dear Sir, 
| 4 * humble servant, 

D 4 e , en Jonxsox.” 


5 The Reverend Dr. Hugh Blair, who. had long: 

been admired as a preacher at Edinburgh, thought 
now of diffusing his excellent sermons more exten- 
sively, and encreasing his reputation, by publishing a 
collection of them. He transmitted the manuscript 
to Mr. Strahay, the printer, who after keeping it for 
some time, wrote. a letter to him, discouraging the 
publication. Such at first was the unpropitious state 
of one of the most successſul theological books that 

has ever appeared. Mr. Strahan, however, had sent 


one of the sermons to Dr. Johnson ſor his opinion; 


and aſter his unſavourable letter 0 Dr. Blair had 
H 2 


— Es 
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been sent off, he received from Johnson on Christ- 
mas-cve, a note in which was the following para- 
graph: OS. | 
1 have read over Dr. Blair's first sermon with 
more than approbation; ye gere is good, is to say 
| too little.” | 
4 I believe Mr. Strahan had very soon after this time 
. a conversation with Dr. Johnson concerning them; 
8 and then he very candidly wrote again to Dr. Blair, 
E enclosing Johnson's note, and agreeing to purchase 5 
| the volume, for which he and Mr. Cadell gave one ff 
a 


— — 
PRO — 
SA 


hundred pounds. The sale was so rapid and exten- 


sive, and the approbation of the publick so high, that N 
to their honour be it recorded, the proprietors made . 
Dr. Blair a present first of one sum, and afterwards 4 
of another, of fifty pounds, thus voluntarily doubling 1 

| the stipulated price; and when he prepared another , 

1 volume, they gave him at once three hundred pounds, 

being in all ſive hundred pounds, by an agreement 

| to which I am a subscribing witness ; and now for a 
thied octavo volume he has received no less than six 


1777: rr. 68 87 l 1 1777, it appears from his 
Prayers and Meditations,” that Johnson suffered 
much from a state of mind “ unsettled and perplex- 
ed,” and from that constitutional gloom, which, 
together with his extreme humility and anxiety with 
regard to his religious state, made him contemplate 
himself through too dark and unfavourable a me- 
I  - dion. It may be said of him, that he“ sa Gop | 
| in clouds,” Certain we may be of his injustice to 
| himself in the following lamentable paragraph, which 


\ 
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it is painful to think came from the contrite heart 


of this great man, to whose labours the world is s 


en. indebted: © When I survey my past life, I 
discover nothing but a barren waste of time, with 
some disorders of body, and disturbances of the mind, 
very near to madness, which I hope He that made 
me will suffer to extenuate many faults, and excuse 
many deficiencies.” ” But we find his devotions in 
this year eminently fervent ; and we are comforted 
by observing interyals of quiet, composure, and 
gladness. 

On 'Easter-day we find the following emphatick 
prayer: * Almighty and most merciful Father, who 
seest all our miseries, and knowest all our necessities, 
look down upon me; and pity me. Deſend me from 
the violent incursion of evil thoughts, and enable me 
to ſorm and keep such resolutions as may conduce to 
the discharge of the duties which thy providence shall 
appoint me; and so help me, by thy Holy Spirit, 
that my heart may surely there be fixed, where true 
Joys are to be ſound, and that I may serve thee with 
pure affection and a cheerful mind. Have mercy 
upon me, O Gop, have mercy upon me; years and 
mfirmities oppress me, terrour and anxiety beset me. 
Have merey upon me, my Creator and my Judge. 
In all perplexities relieve and free me; and so help 
me by thy Holy Spirit, that I may now so commemo- 
rate the death of thy Son our Saviour Ixsus CARS, 

as that when this short and painful life shall have an 
end, I may, for his sake, men to enn 
happiness. my n 4 02 
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While he was at church, the agreeable impressions | 
upon his mind are thus commemorated, © I was for : 
some time distressed, but at last obtained, I hope F 
from the Gop of Peace, more: quiet than I have en- 
joyed for a long time. I had made no resolution, 

but as my heart grew lighter, my hopes revived, and 
my courage increased; and I wrote . "yy m—_ 
in my Common Prayer Book, 


« Vita ordinanda. | 

“ Biblia legenda. MTN 

e Theologie opera danda. 
ce Serviendun: et Letandum.” 


MI. Label whose generosity is well 3 
joined Dr. Johnson in kind assistance to à female 
relation of Dr. Goldsmith, and desired that on her 
return to Ireland she would procure authentick par- 
ticulars of the life of her celebrated relation. Con- 
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- e Non will n from Mrs. 
Goldsmith, whom we lamented as drowned, I have 
received a letter ſull of gratitude to us all, with pro- 
meer which, we n 
to her. 
[| «I would have had the AGB ator Fa this 
[| intelligence to Miss Caulfield, but that her letter is 
1 not at hand, and I know not the direction. You 
5 * tell the good news. I am, Sir, ; 
| 3 | '*4,xxt ans most, &. 
« February 254 11. ae den 
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MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON, 


* Edinburgh, Feb. 14, 1777s 


* MY DEAR SIR, 


Mx state of epistolary. « accounts with you at 


present .is extraordinary. The balance, as to num- 
ber, is on your side. I am indebted to you for two 
letters; one dated the 16th of November, upon 
which very day I wrote to you, so that our letters 
were exactly exchanged, and one dated the 21st of 
December lat. 
My heart was warmed with gratitude by the 
truely kind contents of both of them; and it is 


amazing and vexing that I haye allowed so much 


time to elapse without writing to you. But delay is 


inherent in me, by nature or by bad habit. I waited 


till I should have an opportunity of paying you my 

compliments on a new year. 1 have ea 

till the year is no longer new. 

ü Fee Ha G, eee | 1 
Pr. Memis's cause was determined again him; 

with 40l. costs. The Lord President, and two 


other of the Judges, dissented from the majority, 


upon this ground: — that although there may have 
been no intention to injure him by calling him 
Doctor of Medicine, instead of Physician, yet, as he 
remonstrated against the designation before the 
charter was printed off, and represented that it was 
disagreeable, and even hurtful to him, it was ill- 
natured to refuse to alter it, and let him have the 
designation to which he was certainly entitled. My 
ow opinion is, that our court has judged wrong. 
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The defendants were in maid fide, to persist in nam- 
ing him in a way that he disliked. Lou remember 
poor Goldsmith, when he grew important, and wished 
to appear Doctor Major, could not bear your calling 


bim Goldy. Would it not have been wrong to have 
named bim so in your * Preface to Shakspeare,” or 


in any serious permanent writing of any sort? The 
difficulty is, whether an action should be allowed on 
such petty wrongs. De minimis non curat lex. 

IP The Negro cause is not yet decided. A me- 
morial is preparing on the side of slavery. I shall 
send you a copy as soon as it is printed. Maclaurin 


is made happy by yotir approbation'v his memorial 


| for the black. F. 


ne e le 2" d Wie ind ue 


passed an evening rr r er r 


cannot be prevented. 
Sit Allan Maclean's suit ar hs: Duke of 


| Argyle; ſor recovering the ancient inheritance of 


his family, is now fairly before all our judges. I 
spoke for him yesterday, and Maclaurin to-day ; 
Crosbie spoke to-day against him. Three more 
coungel are to be deard, and next week the cause 


weill be determined. I send you the 1nformatzons, or 
Cases, on each side, Which 1 hope you, will read, 


You said to me when we were under Sir Allan 's hos- 
pitable roof, I will "help him with my pen. You 
said it with a generous glow; and though bis Grace 
of Argyle did afterwards mount you upon an excel- 
lent horse, upon which you looked like a Bishop, 
you must not swerye from your purpose at Inchken- 

neth. I wish you may understand the points at 
issue, amidst our Scotch law principles and phrases. 
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Here followed a full state of the case, in which I f 
endeavoured to make it as clear as I could to an | 
Englisbman, who had no knowledge of the ſormu- | 


laries and technical language of the law of Scotland. | 
* I shall inform. you how the cause is decided | 
here. But as it may be brought under the review 
of our Judges, and is certainly to be carried by appeal 
to the House of Lords, the assistance of such a mind 
as your's. will be of consequence. Your paper on 
Vicious Intronussion is TORE oe, 
ae i lay. : li 855 
m hee {05 ee 
Te act Je. ited hour whe 1 85 | 
Hailes and Lord Monboddo have each received one, 1 
and return you thanks. Monboddo dined with mie 
lately, and having drank tea, we were a good while 
by ourselves, and as'T knew that he had read the 
* Journey® Superficially, as he did not talk of it as 1 
wished, I brought it to him, and read aloud several 
passages; and then be talked so, that I told bim he 
was to have a nn eden 
pry be marked A 
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The defendants were in mald fide, to persist in nam- 


ing him in a way that he disliked. You remember 
poor Goldsmith, when he grew important, and wished 
to appear Doctor Major, could not bear your calling 


- him Goldy. Would it not have bren wrong'ts have 
named bim so in your * Preface to Shakspeare, or 


in any serious permanent writing of any sort? The 
difficulty is, whether an action should be allowed on 
such petty wrongs. De minimit non curat lex. 
* The Negro cause is not yet decided. A me- 
morial is preparing on the side of slavery. I 8hall 
send you a copy as soon as it is printed. Maclaurin 
is made happy by Jour approbation'of n 


for the black 


Macquarry wus here in the winter, 1 "e 


Passed an evening er. The ale of his estate 


cannot be prevented. 
„Sit Allan Maclean's suit agninst le Duke of 


Argyle; ſor recovermg the ancient inheritance of 


his family, is now fairly before all our judges. I 
spoke for him yesterday, and Maclaurin to-day ; 


Crosbie spoke to-day against him. Three more 
counsel are to be heard, and next week the cause 


will be determined. I send you the Inſarmations, or 
Cases, on each side, which 1 hope you, will read, 


You said to me when we were under Sir Allan s hos- 
pitable roof, IL will help hir with my pen. You 
said it with a generous glow; and though bis Grace 


of Argyle did afterwards mount you upon an excel- 


lent horse, upon which © you looked like a Bishop, | 
you must not swerve from your purpose at Inchken- 
neth. I wish you may understand the points at 


issue, amidst our Scotch law principles and phrases. 
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| [Here followed a full state of the case, in which I | 
endeavoured to make it as clear as I could to an | 


Englishman, who had no knowledge of the ſormu- | 
laries and technical language of the law of Scotland.! | 
* I shall inform. you, how the cause is decided 9 tl 
here. But as it may be brought under the review 
of our Judges, and is certainly to be carried by appeal 
to the House of Lords, the assistance of such a mind 
as yours will be of consequence. Your paper on 
We, eee 
mn. ; 1 | 
* e 6/1910) Holme 
det JE above ble! Lie 
Halles and Lord Monboddo have each received one, * 
and return you thanks. Monboddo dined with me 
lately, and having drank tea, we were a good while 
by ourselves, and as 1 knew that he had read the 
Purney“ superficially, 1 as he did not talk of it as I 
wished, I brought it to him, and read alond several 
passages; and then he talked so, that I told bim be 


was to have a ann Ee begged 
that migtit be marked on k. n eu 
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Scotland,” which you was so good as to send me, by 
the hands of our mutual friend, Mr. Boswell, of Au- 
chinleck ; for which I return you my most hearty 


tanks; and after” carefully reading it over again, 


shall deposit in my little collection of choice books, 


next our worthy friend's * Journey to Corsica,” As 


there are many things to admire in both perform- 
ances, J have often wished that no Travels or 
Journeys should be published but those undertaken 
by persons of integrity and capacity, to judge well, 


and describe faithfully, and in good language, the 


situation, condition, and manners of the countries 


past through. Indeed our country of Scotland, in 


spite of the union of the crowns, is still in most places 


do devoid of clothing or cover from hedges and plan- 


tations, that it was well you gave your readers a 


ound Monitoire with respect to that circumstance. 


The truths, you have told, and che purity of the lan- 
guage in which, they are expressed, as your * Journey 
I read, may, and already appear to have 

N effect. For a man of my acquaintance, 
who 


the largest nursery for trees and hedges in 
this country, tells me, that of late the demand upon 


him for these articles is doubled, and sometimes 


tripled. 1 bave, therefore, listed Dr. Samuel John- 
son in some of my memorandums of the principal 
planters and favourers of the enclosures, under a 
name which I took the liberty to invent from the 
Greek, Papadendrion. Lord Auchinleck and some 


ſe more are of the list. I am told that one gentle - 


man in the shire of Aberdeen, vix. Sir Archibald 


Gtant, has planted above fifty millions of trees on a 


piece of very wild ground at Monimusk: I must 
cnquire"If he has ſenced them well, before he enters 
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not yet reached . 
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my list; for, that is the soul of enclosing. I began 
myself to plant a little, our ground being too valuable 
for much, and that is now fifty: years ago; and the 
trees, now in my seventy- fourth year, I look up to 


with reverence, and she them to my eldest son now 


in his fifteenth year, and they are full the heighth 
of my country-house here, where I had the pleasure 
of receiving you, and hope again to have that satis- 


faction with our mutual friend, Mr. Boswell. I 


shall always continue, 1 en — * 
e el | % [ 
| " Your avg Abs Me 
0 er en andes Baip eee 
porno} 16 bottras eur hl ms aue 


8 a 1 
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"£6" DAR sin, dA onto Un e 1 4 rant 
Ir is so 1 since T heard any 1 ont 
you,“ that Tam not easy about it; write something 
to me next post. When you sent your last letter, 
every thing seemed to be mending; I hope nothing 
has lately grown worse. I suppose young Alexander 
continues to thrive, and Veronica is now very pretty 


company. I do not suppose the lady is yet recon- 
_ ciled to me, yet let her know that 1 lere her yeuy 


well, and value her very much. 
« Dr. Blair is printing some sermons. If they are 
all like the first, eb J have read, * are Sermones 
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. aurei,/ dc auro magis aurei. It is excellently written 


both as to doctrine: mee Mr. mn. 
wre to be much esteemed. 6 
ho! 4 e Ul en ene 
* | Dor Beauclerk still continues very Wes . 
e ac e eee His children are very 
. bandat Cevtch: * 
1ͤĩ ˙v!L es wr ene isn 
R ae nenen) of iwonk- 
ing, that I lest, as was computed, six- and - thirty 
ounces of blood in a 1 __ I am better, but 
not well. Show | 
„wish you would be . * get me Gra- 
ham's Telemachus' that was printed at Glasgow, a 
very little book; and © Fohnstoni Poemata, another 
little book, printed at Middleburgh. 
« Mrs. Williams sends her compliments, and 
promises that when you come hither, she will accom- 
modate you as, well. as ever she can in the old room. 
She wishes to know whether . sent nn to Sir 
Alexander Gordon. N 
N08 « My dear Boowell, do not W ee 
for, your kindness is, one of the ene 158 
woo an be sorry to lose. 
AFIIT 4577 5 Jam, Sir, 
n 1 thy „ er eee 
© « February 18, 1977: ©, DAM. — 
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0 DEAR SIR, | Edinburgh, Feb. 24, 1777. 
« Your letter dated the 18th instant, I had the 
pleasure to receive last post. Although my late long 


History of Philip the Second, 
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neglect, or rather delay, was truely culpable, I am 
' tempted not to regret it, since it. has produced me $0 
valuable a proof of your regard. I did, indeed, 
during that inexcusable silence, sometimes divert the 
reproaches of my own mind, by fancying that I should 
hear again from you, inquiring with some anxiety 
about me, because, for i your knew, I night 
have been ill. | 
* You are please to sbew me, that my kindness 
is of some consequence to you. My heart is elated 
at the thought. Be assured, my dear Sir, that my 
affection and reverenee ſor you are exalted and steady. 
I do not believe that à more perfect attachment ever 
existed in the history of mankind. And it is a noble 


attachment; for the attractions are en Learn- 


ing and Piety. 


« Your difficulty of ue alarms me, 204 


brings into my imagination an event, which although 


in the a ates een | 


pared, 1 cannot view with composure. 


„52 + + „% % + 


& My wiſe is much honoured by what you say of 
her. She begs you may accept of her best compli- 
ments. She is to send you some marmalade of 
_ oranges of her own making. 1 7 
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Wy by lp Dar ro Is een ESQ. 


1 0. DEAR, mn... 


"pin * I HAVE 1 RAG 2 with your 3 


letter, and am glad that my old enemy, Mrs. Bos- 


well, begins to feel some remorse. As to Miss Ve- 


ronica's Scotch, I think it cannot be helped. An 
English maid: you might easily have; but she would 
still imitate the greater number, as they would be 
likewise those whom she must most respect. Her 
dialect will not be gross. Her Mamma has not 


much Scotch, and you have yourself very little. 1 


ran 
Jaluston 


Ne immediate cause of my writing is this; — 


| One Shaw, who scems a modest and a decent man, 


has written an Erse Grammar, which a very learned 
Highlander, Mechern, . mt cu nee. examined 
and approved. 91 

The book is very — but Mr. = 1 a] 


been persuaded by his friends to set it at balf a 


guinea, though I advised only a crown, and thought 


mysell liberal. You, whom the authour considers 


as a great encourager of ingenious men, will receive 
a parcel of his proposals and receipts. I have under- 
taken to give you notice of them, and to solicit your 
countenance. You must ask no poor man, because 
the price is really too e rd such a — de- 
ee ere 4 


45 et Pei 1 6 v 3 . 


4 
w 


3 Johneox is the most common English. formation of the Sirname 
from John ; Johnston the Scotch. My illustrious friend observed, 


that many North Britons pronounced his name in their own way. 


\ : 
\ 


2 
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« It is proposed to augment our club from twenty 
to thirty, of which I am glad; for as we have several 
in it whom I do not much like to consort with,“ I 
am for reducing it to a mere miscellaneous colleo- 
tion of conspicuous men, without any determinate 
character. . | | 

| J am, dear Sir, 5 x 

5 Most affectionately your's, 

e Match 11, %% „ SAM. Jouxsox,“ 

My respects to Madam, to Veronica, to Alex- 
eue to 1 to David. | 


* MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON. 


ſs Edinburgh, April 4, 1777- 


TAfier informing him of the death of my little son 


David, and that I could not come to London this 
spring ! 


e think it hard that I should be a — year | 


without seeing you, 8 May I presume to petition ſor 
a meeting with you in the autumn? You have, I be- 
lieve, seen all the cathedrals in England, except that 
of Carlisle. If you are to be with Dr. Taylor, at 
Ashbourne, it would not be a great journey to come 
thither. We may pass a few most agreeable days 
there by ourselyes, and I will accompany you a good 
part of the way to the gouthward again. Pray think 
of this. 

« You forget that Mr. Shaw' s Erse Gramrpar was 


pm mio - your. bangs by myself last year. 8 . 


5 + On vcomt of tir aeg fam him 9 1 gen 


politicks. 7 v2 13 


| 
| 
| 
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Eglintoune put it into mine. I am glad that Mr. 
Macbean approves of it. I have received Mr. 
Shaw's Proposals for its publication, which I can per- 
ceive are written * the hand of a MASTER. 

2 * * 6  $5::05 34 


« Pray get for me all the editions of *Walton's 
Lives, I have a notion that the republication of 
them with Notes will fall upon ive, between Dr. 
Horus and Lord Hailes.““ 


Mr. Shaw's propose for « An he of the 


Scotch Celtick Language,” were thus illuminated 


-by the pen of Johnson : 


& Daman the Erse dialect of the Celtick lan- - 


_ guage has, from the earliest times, been spoken in 
Britain, and still subsists in the northern parts and 
adjacent islands, yet, by the negligence of a people 
rather warlike than lettered, it has hitherto been left 
to the caprice and judgement of every speaker, and 
has floated in the living voice, without the steadiness 
of analogy, or direction of rules, An Erse Grammar 
is an addition to the stores of literature; and its 
authour hopes for the indulgence always shewn to 
those that attempt to do what was never done before. 
If his work shall be found defective, it is at least all 
His own: he is not like other grammarians, a com- 
piler or transcriber ; what he delivers, he has learned 
by attentive observation among his countrymen, who 

® [None of the persons here mentioned executed the work which 
they had in contemplation, Walton's valuable book, however, has 


been correctly republiched in quae, with notes and illuatrations, 
by the Rey, Mr. Zouch.] | > 
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perhaps will be themselves surprized to see that 


I eech reduced to nens, wen they have 1 


only by imitation. 

Phe use of this book will, however, not be con- 
fined to the mountains and islands; it will afford a 
pleasing and important subject of speculation, to 
those whose studies lead them to trace the affinity 


of mere and ROO of the ancient races 
of mankind.” 


© TO DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 


© My DEAR 8IR, Glasgow, April 24, 1777+ 


„Oos worthy; friend Thrale's death having 


appeared in the news-papers, and been afterwards 
contradicted, I have been placed in a state of very 


uneasy uncertainty, from which I hoped to be re- 


lieved by you: but my hopes have as yet been vain, - 


How could you omit to write to me on such an occa- 
sion. I shall wait with anxiety. 

“Jam going to Auchinleck to stay a fortnight 
with my father. It is better not to be there very 


long at one time. But frequent n of atten- 
tion are agreeable to him. 


Pray tell me about this edition of The Eng- 
ish Poets, with a Preface, biographical and critical, 


to each Authour, by Samuel Jobnson, LL. D. which 
see advertised, I am delighted with the prospect 
of it. Indeed I am happy to feel-that I am capable 


of being so much delighted with literature. But is 


not the charm of this publication chiefly owing to 


i the nugmum nomen in the front of it ? 


n.. 00210 
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What do 2 of Lord me. 
WG. My wife has dds marmalade of oranges for you. 
Ileſt her and my daughters and Alexander all well 
yesterday. I have taught Veronica to speak of you 
thus Dr. ee not er. I remain, my 
ow Bir, 
« Your most and,” Fr 
* And obliged humble ceryant;. 
- | . © James BosWELL.” 


c TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 


6 DEAR 8IR, 


« Tax story of Mr. Thrale's death, as he had 
neither been sick nor in any other danger, made s 
little impression upon me, that T never thought about 
obviating its effects on any body else. It is supposed 

to have been produced by the English custom of 
making April fools, that i is, of sending one another 
on some foolish errand on the first of April. 

Tell Mrs. Boswell that I shall taste her marma- 
jade cautiously at first. Times Danaos et dona feren- 
tes. Beware, says the Italian proverb, of a reconciled 
enemy. But when I find it does me no harm, I 
shall then receive it and be thankful for it, as a 
pledge of firm, and, I hope, of unalterable Kind- 
ness. She is, after all; a dear, dear lad. 
Please to return Dr. Blair thanks for his N 

be- oi Wen English hears are well.” 


* 54 3 "RY: 


1 Tour San visits to 8 a 10 
short stay there, are very laudable and very judi- 
4 2 
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eious. Your present concord with your father 


gives me great as it pad FE 
to wann. 


„My health 1 very bad, inde my nights wes ver 


unquiet. What can I do to mend them? 1 have 
for this summer nothing better in prospect than a 


Journey into Staffordshire and Dorbyshire, porhaps 


with Oxford and Birmingham in my way. 

„ Make my compliments to Miss Veronica; I 
must leave jt to her philosophy to comfort you for 
the loss of little David. You must remember, chat 


to keep three gut of ſqur is more than your thare. 


Mrs. Thrale has but four out of eleven. 

«I am engaged to write little Lives, and latle 
Prefaces, to a little edition of the English Poets. I 
—_ I have persuaded the booksellers to insert some- 

ing of Thomson; and if you could give mg same 
| werben abaut him, ſor the liſe Which we have 


is very Scanty, I should be glad, I am, dear Sir, | 


| * Yqur most affectionate humble geryant, 
« N 3, 777. 8 ce Say. Jonxxox. 


To those who delight in tracing the progress of 
works of literature, it will be an entertainment to 
compare the Junited design with the ample execution 
of that. admirable performance, The Lives of the 
Etiglish Poets,“ which is the richest, most beauti- 
ful and indeed most perfect production of. John- 
5on's pen. His notion of it at this time appears in 
the preceding letter. He bas à memorandum in 
this year, „29 May, Faster-Eve, I treated with 
booksellers“ on a bargain, but the time was 15. long. 
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The bargain was concerning that undertaking ; but 
his tender conscience seems alarmed lest it should 


have intruded too much on his devout preparation 
for the solemnity of the ensuing day. But, indeed, 


very little time was necessary for Johnson's conclud- 
ing a treaty with the booksellers; as he had, I be- 


lieve, less attention to profit from his labours than 
any man to whom literature has been a proſession. 
I sball here insert from a letter to me from my late 
worthy friend Mr. Edward Dilly, though of a later 
date, an account of this plan so happily conceived ; 
since it was the occasion of procuring for us an ele- 
gant collection of the best biography and criticism of 
ci our n can boast. 


i T0. >: JAMES dove, 2 


« "DEAR | sin, 3 * Southhill, Sept. 26, 1777. 
Tov will find 15 0 this letter, that I am still in 
the same calm retreat, from the noise and bustle of 
London, as when I wrote to you last. T am happy to 
find you had such an agreeable meeting with your 


old friend, Dr. Johnson ; I have no doubt, your stock 


is much increased by the. interview; few men, nay 
I may say, scarcely an any man, has got that fund of 
knowledge and entertainment as Dr. Johnson in con- 
versation. When he opens freely, every, one is at- 
tentive to what he says, and cannot fail of i improve- 
ment as well as pleasure. At 

The edition of the Poets, n now printing, will do 
honour to the Engligh press; and a concise account 
of the; life, of each authour, by Dr. Johnson, will be 
a very valuable addition, — stamp the reputation 
of this edition superiour to any thing that is gone 
beſore. The first cause that gave rise to this under- 


v % „„ „„ 
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taking, I believe, was owing to the little trifling edi- 
tion of the Poets, printing by the Martins, at Edin- 
burgh, and to be sold by Bell, in London. Upon 
examining the volumes which were printed, the type 
was found. so extremely small, that many persons 
could not read them; not only this inconvenience 
attended it, but the inaccuracy of the press was 
very conspicuous. These reasons, as well as the 
idea of an invasion of what we call our Literary 
Property, induced the London Booksellers to print 
an elegant and accurate edition of all che English 
Poets of nn from Chaucer to the present 
time. 

* Accordingly a 3 number of the most W 
able booksellers met on the occasion; and, on con- 


sulting together, agreed, that all the proprietors of 


copy-right in the various Poets should be summoned 
together; and when their opinions were given, to 
proceed immediately on the business. Accordingly 
a meettng was held, consisting of about forty of the 
most respectable booksellers of London, when it 
was agreed that an elegant and uniform edition of 
* The English Poets' should be immediately printed, 
with a concise account of the life of each authour, 
by Dr, Samuel Johnson ; and that three persons 
feud be deputed to wait upon Dr. Johnson, to so- 
licit him to undertake the Lives, vis. T. Davies, 
Strahan, and Cadell. The Doctor very politely un- 
dertook it, and seemed exceedingly pleased with the 

As to the terms, it was leſt entirely to 
the Doctor to name his own: he mentioned two 
hundred guineas ;. it was immediately agreed to; and 
a farther compliment, I believe, will be made bim. A 
sommittee was likewise appointed to engage the best 
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engravers, via. Bartolozzi, Sherwin, Hall, &c. 


Likewise another committee ſor giving directions 


about the paper, printing, &c. so that the whole will 
be conducted with spirit, and in the best manner, 
with respect to authourship, editorship, engravings, 
. GC My brother will give you a list of the 


Poets we mean to give, many of which are within 


the time of the Act of Queen Anne, which Martin 
and Bell cannot give, as they have no property in 


them ; the proprietors are almost all the booksellers 


quan {hs Tam, dear Sir, 
ver your's, Jay 
66 Epwanp, Dil Lx.“ 


1 shall eee W oceasom to er the 
extensive and varied range which Johnson took, 
when he was once led upon ground which he trod 
with a peculiar delight, having long been intimately 


acquainted with all the circumstances of it that could 


. pats. 


, DR. JonxSON To CHALRES o'CoNNOR, sd.“ 
I ai bo 55 
« Hayms had the pleasure of conversing with 


Dr. Campbell about your character and your literary 


undertaking, I am resolved to gratify myself by re- 


Mr. Joveph Cooper Walker, if ths Nö Dublin, who 
obligingly communicated to me this and a former letter from Dr. 


Johnson to the same gentleman, (for which sce Vol, I. page 283) 
writes to me as follows:“ Perhaps it would gratify you to have 
$ome account of Mr, O'Connor. He is an amiable, learned, vene- 
table old gentleman, of an independent fortune, who lives at Bel. 
nagut, in the county of Roſcommon ;/ he is an admired writer, 
and Member of the Irich Academy, —Thc above Letter is alluded 
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newing a correspondence which began and ended a 


great while ago, and ended, I am afraid, by my fault; 
a ſault which, if you _ riot N hy yoo must 
now forgive. | 
« If 1 have ever a you, — _ 
to tell you, that you have likewise disappointed me. 
1 — great discoveries in Irish antiquity; and 
large publications in the Irish language; but the 
world still remains as it was, doubtful and ignorant. 
What the Irish language is in itself, and to what 


languages it has affinity, are very interesting ques- 


tions, which every man wishes to seg resolved that 
has any philological or historieal curiosity. Dy. 
Leland begins his history too late; the ages which 
deserve an exact enquiry are chose times (for such 
there were) when Ireland was the school of the west, 
the quiet habitation of sanctity and literature. If 


you could give a history, though imperfeet, of the 


Irish nation, from its conversion to Christianity to 

the invasion from England, you would amptify know- 

ledge with new views and new objects. Set about it 

therefore, if you can: do what you can eusily do 

without anxious exactness. Lay the foundation, and 

leave the superstructure to poſterity. Lam, Sir, 
« Your most humble servant, 


« May 19, n. n Sax. ae 


Early in this year came out, in two volumes 
quarto, the posthumous works of the learned Dr. 


Zachary Pearce, Bishop of Rochester; being A 


Commentary, mlb Notes, on the four 3 


r p- 3» 3. Mr. O. Cos. 
nor afterwards, died at the age of eighty-two. See a well-drawn 
character of him in ben „ August "YI 
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and the Acts of the Apostles,” with other theological 


pieces. Johnson had now an opportunity of making 


a grateful return to that excellent prelate, who, we 


have seen, was the only person who gave him any 


assistance in the compilation of his Dietionary. The 
Bishop had left some account of his life and charac- 
ter, written by himself. To this Johnson made some 
valuable additions, + and also furnished to the editor, 
the Reverend Mr, Derby, a Dedication, + which I 


shall here insert, both because it will appear at this 
time with peculiar propriety; and because it will 


tend to propagate and increase that * fervour of 


_ Leoyalty,” which in me, who boast of the name of 


Tonx, is not only a principle, but a passion, 


"up 70 THE ben 
« 818, 


_ — to lay before your i Majenty the last 
labours of a learned Bishop, who died in the toils 


and duties of his calling. He is now beyond the 
reach of all earthly honours and rewards; and only 


the hope of inciting others to imitate him, inakes it 


now fit to be remembered, that he enjoyed in his 


life the fayour of your Majesty. - 
The tumultgary life of Princes seldom 8 
them to survey the wide extent of national interest, 


without losing sight of private merit; to exhibit 


qualities which may be imitated by the highest and 


the humblest of mankind : and to be at once ami- 
able and great. | 


“Such characters, if now and then they appear 
in history, are contemplated with admiration. May 
jt be the ambition of all your subjects to make haste 


e 


f 
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with their tribute of reverence: and as posterity may 
learn from your Majesty how Kings should live, 
may they learn, likewise, your people, how 
they be honoured. For rele Brit 
32 May it please your Majesty, 4 
With the most proſound —_— 
« Your. Majestys 
6 Most dutiſul and devoted, 
veel 1 eren coo Servant. i 

In the: summer bo wrote a Prologue®! which was 
spoken before A Word to the Wise,“ a comedy 
by Mr, Hugh Kelly, which had been brought upon 
the stage in 1770; but he being a writer ſor mini- 
stry, in one of the news-papers, it fell a sacrifice 
to popular fury, and, in the playhouse phrase, was 
danmed. By the generosity of Mr. Harris, the pro- 
prietor of Covent-Garden theatre, it was now exhi- 
bited for one night, for the benefit of the authoar's 
widow and children. To eonciliate the favour of the 
audience was the intention of Johnson's Prologue, 
which, as it is not long, I shall here” insert, as a 
bee Fa nenen no won 
paired. 


. Tars night progents a cakes. which Bibs bun 
Or right or wrong, once hooted from the stage: 
« From zeal or malice, now no more we dread, 
For English vengeance wars nt Ae hed; exe] 
© A. generous foe regards with pitying eye 

„The man whom Fate has laid where all won be | 
* To wit, reviving from its authour's dust, 
* Be hind, * r e age; 


2 7 
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Let no renewed hostilities invade | 


„Tür oblirious grave's-inviolable_shade. 


Let one great payment every claim appease, 
And him who catmot hurt, allow to please; 
Jo please by scenes, unconscious of offence, 

* By harmless merriment, or useful sense. 
Where aught of bright or fair the piece displays, 
** Approve it only tis too late to praise. 

If want of skill or want of care appear, 


Forbear to hiss; — the poet cannot hear. 


„By all, like him, must praise and blame be found, 
* At last, a fleeting gleam, or empty sound; 
Jet then shall calm reflection 
* When liberal pity; dignified delight: 


When pleasurc fir d her torch at s lame. 
* Win _ A wh an We name. 


. 75 


„ ee which 5 m6 ec 


pleasing to Johnson, oceurred this year. The Tra- 


gedy of Sir Thomas Overbury, written by his 
early companion in London, Richard Savoge, was 


brought out with alterations at Drury-lane theatre. 


4 III. fated Savage, at whose birth was given = 


The Prologue to it was written by Mr. Richard 
Brinsley Sheridan; in which, after describing very 
pathetically the wretchedness of 


* 


6 No parent but the Muse, no friend but Heay' n : 


he introduced an elegant compliment to 0 0 on 
his Dictionary, that wonderful perſormattiee which 
cannot be too often" or too bighly-praiced ; of which 
Mr. Fans, i bis aten r Juatly 

f e ee eee Se ** 14 


, | Part Fin, Chap. 4 


43 
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and liberally observes, © Such is its merit, that our 
language does not rene a more copious, learned, 


and valuable work.“ The concluding lines of this 
Prologue were these: aan 


80 pleads the tale* that gives to future times 

The son's misfortunes and the parent's crimes ; _ 

There shall his fame (if own'd to-night) survive, 

« Fix'd by * HAND THAT BIDS OUR LANGUAGE 
LIVE. 


Mr. Sheridan nach at once did e to his taste 
and to his liberality of sentiment, by showing that he 
was not prejudiced from the unlucky difference which 
had taken place between his worthy father and Dr. 
Johnson. I have already mentioned, that Johnson 
was very desirous of reconciliation with old Mr. She- 
ridan. It will, therefore, not seem at all surprizing 


that he was zealous in acknowledging the brilliant 


merit of his son. While it had as yet been dis- 


played only in the drama, Johnson proposed him as | 


a member of Tux Lrrzrary Crus, observing, that 
He who has written the two best comedies of the 
his age, is surely a considerable man.” And he had, 
accordingly, the honour to be elected; for an ho- 
nour it undoubtedly must be allowed to be, when it 
is considered of whom that society consists, and that 
a single black ball excludes a candidate. 


Lit of Richard Savage, by Dr. Johmwon.” 
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© MR. BOSWELT. TO DR. JOHNSON. 


* MY DEAR sin, July 9, 1777. 

« Fon the health of my wife apd children 1 
have taken the little country-house at which you 
visited my uncle, Dr. Boswell, who, having lost his 
wife, is gone to live with his son. We took posses- 
sion of our villa about a week ago; we have a gar- 
den of three quarters of an acre, well stocked with 
fruit-trecs and flowers, and gooseberries and currants, 


and pease and beans, and cabbages, &c. &c. and my 


children are quite happy.- I now write to you in a 
little study, from the window of which I see around 
me a verdant grove, and dm it the laſey moun- 


tain called Arthur's Seat. 


.. * Your last letter, in which you Jotien me to on 
you some additional informatipn concerning Thom- 
son, reached me very fortunately just as I was going 


to Lanark, to put my wife's two nephews, the young 
Campbells. to school there, under the care of Mr. 


Thomson, the master of it, whose wife is sister to 
the authour of The Seasons. She is an old wo- 
man; but her memory is very good; and she will 
with pleasure give me ſor you every particular that 
you wish to know, and she can tell. Pray then take 


the trouble to send me such questions as may lead 


to biographical materials. You say that the Life 
which we have of Thomson is scanty. Since I re- 
ceived your letter, I have read his Life, publisbed 
under the name of Cibber, but as you told me, 
really written by a Mr. Shiels ;* that written by Dr. 


See p. 29, zo, of this volume. 
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Murdoch; one prefixed to an edition of the * Sea- 
sons, published at Edinburgh. which is compounded 
of both, with the addition of an anccdote of Quin's 
rclieving Thomson from prison; the abridgement of 
Murdoch's account of him, in the © Biographia Bri- 
tannica, and another abridgement of it in the © Bio- 
graphical Dictionary, enriched with Dr. Joseph War- 
ton's critical panegyrick on the Seasons“ in his 
Essay on the Genius and Writmgs of Pope: from 
all these it appears to me that we have a pretty full 
account of this poet. However, you will, I doubt not, 
shew me many blanks, and I shall do what can be done 
to have them filled up. As Thomson never returned 
to Scotland, (which you will think very wise,) his 
sister can speak from her own knowledge only as to 
the early part of his life. She has some letters from 
him, which may probably give light as to his more 
advanced progress, if she will let us see them, which 
] suppose she will. I believe George Lewis Scott & 
and Dr. Armstrong are now his only surviving com- 
panions, while he lived in and about London; and 
they, I dare say, can tell more of him than is yet 
known. My own notion is, that Thomson was a 
much coarser man than his friends are willing to 
acknowledge. His © Seasons* are indeed full of ele- 
gant and pious sentiments : but a rank soil, nay a 
dunghill, will produce beautiful flowers. 

« Your edition . the nenn will be 


* [George Lewis Scott, Eig. F. R. S. ie 
man, formerly Sub- preceptor to his present Majesty, and afterwards 
r a Commissioner of Excise. He died in 1780. ] . 

Dr. Johnson was not the editor of this Collection of the 
English Poets; he merely furnished the biographical prefaces with 
which it is enriched; as is rightly stated in a subsequent page.) 
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very valuable, on account of the Prefaces and 


Lives.“ But I have scen a specimen of an edition of 
the Pocts at the Apollo press, at Edinburgh, which, 
for excellence in printing and engraving, highly de- 


_ serye&a liberal encouragement, 


Most sincerely do I regret the bad health and 
bad rest with which you have been afflicted; and I 
hope you are better, I cannot believe that the pro- 
logue which you generously gave to Mr. Kelly's 
widow and children the other day, is the effusian of 
one in sickness and in disquietude : but external 
circumstances are never sure indications of the state 
of man. I send you a letter which I wrote to you 
two years age at Wilton; and did not send it at the 
time, for ſear of being reproved as indulging too 
much tenderness ; and + one written to you at the 
tomb of Melancthon, which I kept back, lest I 
should appear at once too superstitious and too en- 


thusiastick. I now n. that perhaps they may 


+ You "R not take the bann notice of my proposal 
for our enen at Carlisle. Though 1 have me- 


Nr. 8 had himaelf raed of our seeing Carlisle together. 
High was a favourite word of his to denote a person of rank. He 
$aid to me, “Sir, I believe we may meet, at the house of a Roman 
Catholick lady in Cumberland ; a high lady, Sir.“ I afterwards 


discovered that he meant Mrs. Strickland, sister of Charles Town- 
" ley, Exq. whose very noble collection of statues and pictures is not 


more to be admired, than his extraordinary and polite readiness in 
iber ing it, which I and several of my friends have agreeably cxpe- 
Tienced, They who are posssesed of valuable stores of gratification 
to persons of taste, Should exercise their benevolence in imparting 
the pleasure. Grateful acknowledgments are due to Welboxe Ellis 
Agar, Fag. for the liberal access which be is pleased to allow ty his 
exquisite collection of pictures. | 
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4. 9. 177.1] Da. JOHNSON, 127 
ritoriously refrained from visiting London this year, 
Lask you if it would not be wrong that I should 
be two years without having the beneſit of your 
conversation, when, if you come down as far as 
Derbyshire, we may meet at the expence of a few 
days journeying, and not many pounds. I wish you 
to sce Carlisle, which made me mention that place. 
But if you have not a desire to complete your tour 
of the English cathedrals, I will take a larger share 
of the road between this place and Ashbourne. 80 
tell me where you will fix for our passing a few days 
by ourselves. Now don't cry * foolish fellow,” or 

idle dog.” Chain your TY and let your kind- 
ness play. | 

« You will rejoice to. wind that Miss Macleod; of 
Rasay, is married to Colonel Mure Campbell, an 
excellent man, with a pretty good estate of his own, 
and the prospect of having the Earl of Loudoun's 


fortune and honours. Is not this a noble lot ſor aur 


far Hebridean ? How happy am I that she is to be 
in Ayrshire, We shall have the Laird of Rasay, and 


old Malcolm, and I know not how many gallant 


Macleods, and bagpipes, &c. &c. at Avchiniags: 
Perbaps you may meet them all there. 7 

* Without doubt you have read what is called 
The Zife of David Hume, written by himself, with 
the letter from Dr. Adam Smith subjoined toit. Is 
not this an age of daring effrontery? My friend Mr. 


Anderson, Professor of Natural Philosophy at Glas- 


gow, at whose house you and I supped, and to 
whose care Mr. Windham, of Norfolk, was entrusted 
at that University, paid me à visit lately; and after 
we had talked with indignation and contempt of the 
poisonous productions with which this age is infested, 


he said there was now an excellent opportunity for. 
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Dr. Johnson to step forth; I agreed with him that 


you might knock Hume's and Smith's heads toge-- 


ther, and make vain and ostentatious infidelity ex- 
ceedingly ridiculous. Would it not be worth your 


while to crush such noxious weeds in the moral 


garden? 


« You have said nothing to me of Dr. Dodd. I 
know not how you think on that subject; though 
the newspapers give us a saying of your's in favour 
of mercy to him. But I on I am very desirous 


that the royal prerogative of remission of punish- 
ment, should be employed to exhibit an illustrious 
instance of the regard which GOD's Vicke RENT 


will ever shew to piety and virtue. If for ten righteous 
men the AumicaTty would have spared Sodom, shall 
not a thousand acts of goodness done by Dr. Dodd 


counterbalance one crime ? Such an instance would 


do more to encourage goodness, than his execution 
would do to deter from vice. I am not afraid of any 
bad consequence to society; ſor who will persevere 


ſor a long course of years in a distinguished dis- 


charge of religious duties, with a view to commit a 
forgery with impunity? 

« Pray make my best 8 ad to 
Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, by assuring them of my hearty 
joy that the Master, as you call him, is . I 
hope I shall often taste his Champagne—s9ber/y. 

I have not heard from Langton ny time. 


Laden be i n e 


© Studious the busy inoments to deceive 
bmi 0.06.06 5 
« I remain, my dear Sir, 
- © Your most affectionate 
eee humble serrunt, 
1 . „ James BOSW IL. 


i 


wt» 4 7 PP „264 ——A—AL2 IED 


3. v. 777 Ds. JOHNSON. 19 
Oa the 23d of June, 1 again wrote to Dr. Johozon, 
encloging a ship-magter's receipt for a jar of orange». 


enn 


r | 


4 2 JAMES BOSWELL, $66. 
© DEAR SIR, 


& T HAVE. just received ee 
Thrale's, but have not day- 0 enough to look 
much into it. I am glad that I have credit enough 
with Lord Hailes to be trusted with more copy- . I 
hope to take more care of it than of the last. I 
return Mrs. Boswell my affectionate thanks for her 
present, which I value as à token of reconciliation. 

Poor Dodd was put to death yesterday, in oppo- 
sition to the recommendation of the jury the peti- 
tion of the city of London—and a subsequent peti- 
tion signed by three and- twenty thousand hands. 
Sutely the voice of the publick, when it calls 59 loudly, 

and calls only for meroy, ought to be heard. .. - ._ 
The saying that was given me in the papers I 
never spoke; but I wrote many of his petitiotis,'and 
some of his letters. He applied to me very often, 
He was, I am afraid, long flattered with bopes of life; 
but 1 had no part it the dreadful delusion; for as | 
soon as the King had signed his sentenee, I obtained - 
from Mr. Chamier an account of the disposition of 
the court towards him, with a declaration that there 
was no hops even of a respite. This letter immediately 
was laid before Dodd; but he believed these whom 
he wished to be right, as it is thought, till within 

three days of big end. He died with pious compo- 
dure and resolution. I have just een the Ordinary 
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130 5 THE LITE OF | [Exxr, 68, 
that attended him. His address to his fellow-con + 


_ viets offended the Methodists; but he had a Mora- 
vian with him much of his time. His moral charac- 


ter is very bad: I hope all is not true that i is charged 
upon him. Of his behaviour in an an account 
will be published. ec : 

«I give you joy of your country-house, and your 
pretty garden ; and hope some time to see you in 
your felicity. I was much pleased with your two 
letters that had been kept 80 long i in store; and re- 


; * Se hy have ben ch ured by Dr Joan ] dl 


ro Mn. SAMUEL JOHNSON« 


c MY EVER DEAR: AND MUCH-RESPECTED SIR, 


|  « You know my olemn enthusiam of mind. You love me | 
for it, and I respect myself for it, because in so far I resemble Mr. 


Johnson. You will be agreeably surprized when you learn the rea. 


_ $n of my writing this letter. I am at Wittemberg in Saxony. I 


am in the old church where the Reformation was first preached, and 


where some of the reformers lie interred. - I cannot resist the serious 


pleasure of writing to Mr. Johnson from the Tomb of Melancthon. 
My paper rests upon the grave-stone of that great and good man, 


ho was undoubtedly the worthiest of all the reformers. He wisked 
to reform abuses which had been introduced into the Church; but 


had no private resentment to gratify. So mild was he, that when 


his aged mother conculted him with anxiety-on the perplexing dis- 


putes of the times, he advised her * to keep to the old religion.” At 


this tomb, then, my ever dear and respected friend l I yow to thee 
an eternal attachment. It shall be my study to do what I can to 
tender your life happy: and, if you die before me, I hall endeavour 


to do honour to your memory; and, elevated by the remembrance 

of you, persist in noble piety, May Gon, the Father of all beings, 
ever bless you! and may you continue to love 

W Your most affectionate friend, and devoted errant, 

* Jams BO LI.“ 


„ 
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Joice at Miss Razay' g advancement, and wish Sir 


Allan success. 
« T hope to meet you ele towards the 


north, but am loath to come quite to Carlisle. Can 


ye not meet at Manchester? But we will settle it 
in some other letters. 


« Mr. Seward, a great ®avoueith at Streatham, 


has been, I think, enkindled by our travels, with a cu- : 


riosity to sce the Highlands. I have given him let- 
ters to you and Beattie, He desires that a lodging 
may be taken for him at Edinburgh, against his arri- 

val. He is just setting out. | 


.,. 


6 ro DR. SAMUEL ons. | 
0 My DAR SIR, =» Wilton-house, April 22, 1775. 
« Evzxy scene of my life confirms the truth of what yo 
have told me - © there is no certain happiness in this state of being.” 
lam here, amidst all that you know is at Lord Pembroke's ; and 


vet I am weary and gloomy. . I am just setting out for the house of * 


an old friend in Devonshite, and shall not get back to London for a 
week yet. You said to me last Good-Friday, with a cordiality that 
warmed my heart, that if I came to settle in London, we should 
have a day fixed every week, to meet by ourselves and talk freely. 


To be thought worthy of such a privilege cannot but exalt me. Du- 
ring my present absence from you, while, notwithstanding the gaiety 
which you allow me to poses, I am darkened by temporary clouds, 3 
T beg to have a few lines from you ;, a few lines merely of kindneas, 7 


as a viaticum till T see you again. In your Vanity of Hyman 
Wishes, and in Parnell's © Contentment,” I find the only sure means 


| of enjoying happiness; or, at least, the hopes of happiness. Tone | 


n and aſſection, 
Most faithfully your's, . 
| © Famss Boownus,” 


l William ern re F.R. A est * Adee ee 
distinguished persons, &c. in four volumes, 8 vo. well known to a 
numerous and valuable acquaintance for his literature, love of the 


fine arts, and social virtues. n, EO, 
W * Hs 
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132 IRE LIFE OF [rar. 68. 
Langton has been exereising the militia. Mrs. 
Williams is, I fear, declining. Dr. Lawrence says 
he can do no more. She is gone to summer in the 
country, with as many conveniences about her as she 
can expect; but I have no great hope. We us: 
all die: may we all be prepared! 
suppose Miss Boswell reads her book, and 
young Alexander takes to his learning. Let me hear 
about them ; for every thing that belongs to you, 
belongs in a more remote degree, and not, I nope, 
very remote, to, dear Sir, 
© Yours affectionately, | | 
* June 28, 77. * SAM. Jonxsox.“ 


10 THE aur. 
_— HEAR SIR, 
<« 'Tzis ata i is 4 great fivoucite at $treat- 


| ham, and therefore you will easily believe that he has 


very valuable qualities. Our narrative has kindled 


kim with a desire of visiting the Highlands, after 
having already seen a great part of Europe. You 


must receive him as a friend, and when you have di- 
rected him to the cunosities of Edinburgh, give him 
instructions and recommendations be the rest of his 


| NArPay: I am, dear Sir, 


nr 
ess ar n e Bu. Jonson.“ 


Iohnson- 8 G POT to 2 unfortunate was, I 
am confident, as steady and active as that of any of 
those who. have been inost eminently distinguished 
for that virtue. Innumerable proofs of it I have no 
doubt will be. for. eyer concealed from. mortal eyes. 
We may, however, form some judgement of it, from 


Amn. N fenen oo” 


the many and very various instances which have been 
discovered. One, which happened in the course of 
this summer, is remarkable from the name and con- 
nection of the person who was the object of it. The 
circumstance to which J allude is ascertained by two 
letters, one to Mr. Langton, and another to the 
Reverend Dr. Vyse, rector of Lambeth, son of the 
respectable clergyman at Lichfield, who was contem- 
porary with Johnson, and in whose father's family 


| Johnson had the happiness of * * * | 


in his early years. 


« yg. JONSON ro IEMNEr Laxb708, va. 
ce DEAR 8IR, 


« I Have lately Was wok disordered by a dif- 
ficulty of breathing, but am now better. I hope 
your house is well, 

a You know we have been talking lately of St. 
Cross, at Winchester; I have an old acquaintance 
whose distress makes him very desirous of an hospital, 


and I am afraid I have not strength enough to get 


him into the Chartreux. He is a painter, who never 


rose higher than to get his immediate living, and from 
- that, at eighty=three, he is disabled by a slight 


* 


stroke of the palsy, such as does not make him at 


all helpless on common occasions, though his hand 
is not steady enough ſor his art. 

My request is; that you will ye e e 
mise of the next vacancy, from the Bishop of Chester. 
It is not a great thing to ask, and I hope we shall | 
tain it. Dr, Warton has promised to fayour him with 


his notice, and I hope he may nnn Acting 
I am, Sir, 


« Your most . zervant, 2 
: & June 29, 11. Ps 70, 70M Sau. Jonusox.“ 
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e ro THE REVEREND DR. VYSE, AT LAMBETH, | | 
« I povBT not but you will readily forgive me 


for taking the liberty of requesting your assistance in 


recommending an old friend to his Grace the Arch- 


bishop, as Governour of the Charter-house. 


c His name is De Groot; he was born at Glouces- 


ter; Thave known him many years, He has all the 


common claims to charity, being old, poor, and infirm, 


in a great degree. He has likewise another claim, to 
which no scholar can refuse attention; he is by 


several descents the nephew of Hugo Grotiys ; of 
him, from whom perhaps every man of learning has 


learnt something. Let it not be said that in any let- 
. tered country a nephew of Grotius asked a Charity 
and Was refused. I am, reyerend Sir, 


« Your most humble servant, 


2 « Jul 9s 1777: * SAM. 9 


f * REVEREND.DR, VYSE ro MR, BOSWELL. 


« arm; XR 330 79 5 Lambeth, June 9, 1787. 
I HAVvE searched in vain for the letter which I 


spoke of, and which wisbed, at your desire, to com- 


municate to you. It was from Dr. Johnson, to re- 


turn me thanks for my application to Archbishop 
Cornwallis in favour of poor De Groot, He rejoices 
at the success it met with, and is lavish in the praise 


he bestows upon his favourite, Hugo Grotius. I am 
FOR OW thet ] cannot 80 ms letter, as it is wor- 
2 


LO 


1 * 52 * 8 * N @ of 4 * 
1 . 
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thy of the writer. That which I send you enclosed. 

is at your service. It is very short, and will not per- 
haps be thought of any consequence, unless you 

should judge proper to consider it as a ptoof of the 

very humane part which Dr. Johnson took in behalf 

of a distressed and deserving person. I am, Sir, 

fc | Your most obedient humble servant, 
g . n 


* 
"= 


& DR, JOHNSON TO MR, EDWARD pra, | 
<0 SIR, | 


To the collection of English Poets, I have 
| recommended the volume of Dr. Watts to be added; 
his name has long been held by me in veneration, 
and I would not. willingly be reduced to tell of bim 
only that he was born and died. Yet, of his life I 
know very little, and therefore must pass him in a 
manner very unworthy of his character, unless some 
of his friends will fayour me with the necessary in 
formation ; many of them must be known to you ; 
and by your influence, Ko I may obtain some 
instruction: My plan not exact much; but I 
wish to distinguish Watts, a man who never wrote 
but for a good purpose. Be pleased to do for me 
woot you can, I am, Sir, 


e e „ Your humble cervant, | 
, Boll Court, Fleet-4trect, | 0 SAN. Jonnsox,” 5 
Jay u. 1. 
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22K 
r MY DEAR SIR, Edinburgh, July 15, 1777. 
Tux fate of poor Dr, Dodd made a a 


| * upon my mind. 


by 22 


? 


«I had 89gacity enough to divine that you wrote 
his speech to the Recorder, before sentence was pro- 
nounced. I am glad you have written so much for 


him; and J hope to be fayoured with an exact list of 
the seyeral pieces when we meet, 


I receiyed Mr, Seward as the friend. of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thrale, and as a gentleman recommended by 
Dr. Johnson to my attention. I haye introduced 
him to Lord Kames, Lord Monboddo, and Mr. 
Nairne, He is gone to the Highlands with Dr. 


de when, ze mans f Gel do' more, for 


11. Fir Allan 88 — 3 that knack F, his 
cause, of which we had good, hopes: the President 
and one. other Judge only were against him. I wish 
the House of Lords may do as well as the Court of 


Session has done, But Sir Allan has not the lands 


of Brolos quite cleared ] this judgement, till a long | 
account is made up of debts and interests on the one 
side, and rents on the other. I am, howeyer, not 
much afraid of the balance, 

of estates, Staffs. aud all, ure old 
yesterday, and bought by a Camphell; I fear he 
will haye little or nothing. left out of the purchase 
money, 


Lend yo the ca gun he negro, by 


4 5. 1971)-] \ Dx. JOHNSON. #37 
Cullen, son to Dr. Cullen, in opposition to Mac- 
laurin's for liberty, of which you have approved. 
Pray read this, and tell me what you think as a 
Politician, as well as a Poet, upon the subject. 

Be so kind as to let me know how your time is 
to be distributed next autumn. I will meet you at 5 
Manchester, or where you please; but I wish you 
would complete your tour of the cathedrals, and 
come to Carlisle, and I will accompany 955 a 
1 Jam ever, 

t e Most faithfully yours, 

* Jaxss BonweLL." | 


ro JAMES nOSWELL, ESQ, 


| & Duan 81k, | 
* Your notion-of the'necemity of an art in- 
terview is very pleasing to both my vanity and ten- 
derness. I shall, perhaps, come to Carlisle another 
year; but my money has not held out so well as it 
used to do. I shall go to Ashbourne, and I purpose 
to make Dr. Taylor invite you. If you live awhile 
with me- at his house, we shall have much time to 
ourtzel ves, and our stay will be no expence to us or 
him. shall leave London the 28th; and after some 
stay at Oxford and Lichfield, shall probably come to 
Ashbourne about the end of your Session, but of all 
this you shall have notice. eee. | 
„ What pased between me and poor Dr. Dodd | 
shall know more fully when we meet, 

of lawsuits there is no end; poor Sir Allan txt - 
haye another trial, for which, however; hisantagonint = 
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a. THE LIFE oT [Arar. 68, 
cannot be much blamed, having two Judges on his 
side. I am more afraid of the debts than of the 


House of Lords. It is scarcely-to be imagined to 


what debts will swell, that are daily i increasing by 


small additions, and how carelessly in a state of 


desperation debts are contracted. Poor Macquarry 


was far from thinking that when he sold his islands 


he should receive nothing. For what were they sold? 


And what was their yearly value? The admission of 


money into the Highlands will soon put an end to 


the feudal modes of life, by making those men land- 
lords who were not chiefs. I do not know that the 


people will suffer by the change; but there was in 


_ the patriarchal authority something venerable and 


pleasing. Every eye must look with pain on' a 
Campbell turning the Macquarries at will out of their 
gedes avite, their hereditary island. 

Sir Alexander Dick is the only Scotsman liberal 


enough not to be angry that I could not find trees, 


where trees were not, I was l delighted by * 
kind letter. 


remember Ry — too much beanie not 
to partake of the happiness of any part of that ami- 


able family, Our ramble in the islands hangs upon 


my imagination, I can hardly -help imagining that 
we shall go again. Pennant seems to have seen a 


great deal which we did not see: When we travel 
gan let us look better about us. 


« You have. done right in taking your uncle's 


house. Some change in the form of life, gives from 


time to time a new epocha of existence. In a new 
place there is something new to be done, and a dif- 


| ferent system of thoughts rises in the mind, I wish 


5 = _— 
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could gather currants in your garden. Now fit up 
a little study, and have your books ready at hand; 


do not spare a little money, to make your IA 
pleasing to yourself. 


1 “ have dined lately with poor dear j 1 
E do not think he goes on well. His table is rather 
: coarse, and he has his children too much about him. 5 >" 
But he is a, very good man. 7 
« Mrs. Williams is in the country to try if she 
can improve her health; she is very ill. Matters 
have come so about that she is in the country with _ f 
very good accommodation; but age and sickness, 
and pride, have made her so peevish that I was | 
forced to bribe the maid to stay with her, by a : 
secret stipulation of half a crown a week over hey _— 
WRgeS B 
« Our Crus ended its session POR: six weeks ago. , ; 
We now only meet to dine once a fortnight. Mr. 


Dunning, the great lawyer, is one of our members. 
The Thrales are well, 

] long to know how the Negro s cause will be 
decided. What is the opinion of Lord Auchinleck, 
or Lord Hailes, or Lord Mende! I am, dear, 
W e 


13 Your most affectionate, &c. 
c July 22, 1777. | „ SAM. Jouxsox.“ 


| n 3 bps" e IN in re- 
membrance by parents, who are in general too apt to indulge their 
own fond feelings for their children at the expence of their friends. 
The common eustom of introducing them after dinner is highly in- 
judicious. It is ble enough that they should appear at any 
other time; but they should not be suffered to poison the moments 
of festivity hy attracting the attention of the company, and in a 
| . politeness to say what they do not 


as 
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great deal which we did not see: When we travel 
. again let us look better about us. | 


House of Lords. It is scarcely to be imagined to 
| what debts will swell, that are daily i increasing by 
small additions, and how carelessly in a state of 


was far from thinking that when he sold his islands 


the feudal modes of life, by making those men land- 
lords who were not chiefs. I do not know that the 


_ the patriarchal authority something venerable and 
| enough not to be angry that I could not find trees, 


able family, Our ramble in the islands bangs upon 


house. Some change in the ſorm of life, gives from 


— ferent system of thoughts rises in the mind, I wish 
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cannot be much blamed, having two Judges on his 
side. I am more afraid of the debts than of the 


desperation debts are contracted. Poor Macquarry 


he should receive nothing. For what were they sold) 
And what was their yearly value ? The admission of 
money into the Highlands will soon put an end to 


people will suffer by the change; but there was in 


pleasing. Every eye must look with pain on a 
Campbell turning the Macquarries at will out of their 
sedes avite, their hereditary island. 
Sir Alexander Dick is the only Scotsman liberal 


where trecs were not, I was Wenn delighted by * 
kind letter. 


remember Ray with too much FAN not 
to partake of the happiness of any part of that ami- 


my imagination, I can hardly help imagining that 
we shall go again. Pennant seems to have seen a 


« You have done right in taking your uncle's 


time to time a new epocha of existence. In a new 
place there is something new to be done, and a dif-. 
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I could gather currants in your garden. Now fit up 
a little study, and have your books ready at hand; 


do not spare a little money, to make your habitation 
pleaging to yourself. 


« I have dined lately with poor dear 5 


do not think he goes on well. His table is rather 


coarse, and he has his children too much about him. 


But he is a very good man, 
« Mrs. Williams is in the country to try if she 


can improve her health; she is very ill. Matters 


have come so about that she is in the country with 
very good accommodation; but age and: sickness, 
and pride, have made her so peevish that I was 
forced to bribe the maid to stay with her, by a 


secret stipulation of half a crown a vere over ner 


wages. 
« Our Crus ended its session about six weeks ago. 
We now only meet to dine once a fortnight. Mr. 


Dunning, the great lawyer, is one of our r members. | 


The Thrales are well. 
long to know how the Negro' s cause will be 


decided. What is the opinion of Lord Auchinleck, 
or Lord Hailes, or Lord Monboddo ? I am, dear, 


| Sir 5 | | 
. cc Your most affectionate, &c; 
« july 22, 1777: © SAM. Jonxsox.“ 


| 5 This very juxt remark I hops will be constantly held in re- 


membrance by parents, who are in general too apt to indulge their 


own fond feelings for their children at the expence of their friends. 
The common custom of introducing them after dinner is highly in- 


- Judicious. It is agreeable enough that they should appear at any 


other time ; but they should not be suffered to poison the moments 


of feativity by attracting the attention of the company, and in a | 
manner compelling idem from POO Tp ERA 
think; | 


pie nt We ei One er nie 4 Corn tr mn gen ; 
* * 
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1 „ en dense ro MRS, BOSWELL. 


15 MADAM, 


© Trwoven I am well 1 pleased with the 
taste of sweetmeats, very little of the pleasure which 


I received at the arrival of your jar of marmalade 


arose from eating it. I received it as a token of 
friendship, as a proof of reconciliation, things much 
sweeter than sweetmeats, and upon this considera- 
tion I return. you, dear Madam, my sincerest thanks. 
By having your kindness I think T have a double 
security for the continuance of Mr. Boswell's, which 
it is not to be expetted that any man can long keep, 
when ihe inffuence of a lady so highly and so justly 
valued operates against him. Mr. Boswell will tell 
you that I was always faithful to your interest, and 
always endeavoured to exalt you in his estimation, 
You must now do the same for me. We must all 
help one another, and you must now consider me, 
as, dear Madam, 
“ Your most obliged, 

| And most humble sorvant, 

| 3 22, 77 Sax. Jonxsox.“ 


42 MB. BOSWELL TO DR, — 


© YT DBAR-SIR, Edinburgh, July 28; mn 
«Tas is the day on which you were to leave 


London, and I have been amusing myself in the in- 


tervals of my law-drudgery, with figuring yon in the 
Oxford-post-ooach; I doubt) however, if you have 
bad so merry a journey as you" ata” 1 had in that 


vehicle last year, when you made $0 much sport 


ap 177) .. JOHNSON, ͤ ug 1 
with Gwyn, the architect. Incidents upon à journey 4 
are recollected with peculiar pleasure: they are pre- NE 
served in brisk spirits, and come up again in our We 
| minds, tinctured with that gaiety, or at least that „ 
animation with which we first perceived them. | | 1 
| „ „ „% * | 
[I added, that something had occurred, which l -” 
was afraid might prevent me from meeting bim 
and that my wife had been affected with complaints 15 
which e but was now =» | 


* 2 Oey „ — ot — 
1 * 


* F 


wk JAMES wennn, rsa. 
* DBAR as, 
» Do notdisturb yourxdlf about our interviews; | 
J hope we shall have many; nor think it an y thing 
hard or unusual, that your design of ates me is 
interrupted. We have both endured greater evils, 
and have greater evils to expect. | 
c Mrs. Boswell's illness makes a more serious 
distress. Does the blood rise from her lungs or 
from her stomach? From lite vessela broken in the 
stomach there is no danger.  Bload from the lunga 
is, I believe, always frothy, as mixed with wind. 
Your physicians know very well what is t6 be done. 
The loss of such a lady would, indeed, be very _ 
afflictive, and I hope she is in no danger. Take care 
do keep her mind as easy as is possible. Fes 
e I have left Langton in London. He hav ien 
down with the militia, and is again quiet at home, 
talking to bis little. people, as, I suppose, you da . 


times. , Make my compliments to „Mis Verdaica. 
The rest are too young for ceretnony. | 

+. cannot but hope that you have taken your 
country-house at a very seasonable time, and that it 


may conduce to restore, or establish Mrs. Boswell's 


health, as well as provide room and exercise for the 
young ones. That you and your lady may both be 


happy, and long enjoy your er is the Sincere 
"_ earnest wish of, dear Sir, 


& Your most, &c. 
* 2 Aug 4 777 „ SA. Jonnson.” 


. MR. BOSWELL TO DR, JOHNSON. | 


[Informing him that my wife bad continued to 
grow better, so that my alarming apprehensions were 


_ relieved; and that I hoped to disengage myself from 
the other embarrassment which had occurred, and 


therefore requesting to know r When he 


intended to be ee. 


— 
4 


N no Jamss BOSWELL, nba.” 
2085 DRAR WW F 


* aw this a 8 come ubs aid have 


only to tell you, that Dr. Taylor says you shall be 
welcome to him, and you know how weleome you 


will be to me. Make haste to let en * 


vou may de expected. 


- & Make my compliments to Mrs. Boowell, and 


tell her, II chall be at variance no more. 1 
tion ps e 


. Your most bumble servant, 
13 3% 1777+ | * Sax. Jonxsox.“ 
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cc 10 JAMES BOSWELL, rsa. 


— 


© DBAR SIR, 
ce On Saturday I wrote a very short 1 1 im- 


mediately upon my arrival hither, to she you that 
I am not less desirous of the interview than yourself. 


Life admits not of delays; when pleasure can be had, 
it is fit to catch it: Every hour takes away part of 


the things that please us, and perhaps part of our 


disposition to be pleased. When I came to Lichfield, 


I found my old friend Harry Jackson dead. It was a 


loss, and a loss not to be repaired, as he was one of 


the companions of my childhood. I hope we may 


| long continue to gain friends, but the friends which 


merit or usefulness can procure us, are not able to 


supply the place of old acquaintance, with whom the 
days of youth may be retraced, and those images 


revived which gave the earliest delight. If you and 


J live to be much older, we shall take great delight 


in talking over the Hebridean Journey. 
In the mean time it may not be amiss to con- 


trive some other little adventure, but what it can be 


I know not; leave it, as Sidney says, 


1 To virtue, fortune, wine, and woman's breast 8 


for I believe Mrs. Boswell must have Some part in the 


consul tation. 


| « One thing you will like. The Doctor, aries 

I can judge is likely to leave us enough to ourselyes. 
He was out to-day before I came down, and, I fancy, 
will stay out till dinner. I have brought the papers 


j — 7 > FA — 


*** — * Ms 
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4 


about poor Dodd, to show you, but you will soon 
have dispatched them, 

« Before I came away I sent poor Mrs. William: 
into the country, very ill of a pituitous defluxion, 
which wastes her gradually away, and which her 

physician declares himself unable to stop. I supplied 
ber as far as could be desired, with all conveniences 
to make her excursion and abode pleasant and use- 
ful. But I am afraid she can only linger a short time 
in a morbid state of weakness and pain. 

The Thrales, little and great, are all well, and 
purpose to go to Brighthelmstone at Michaclmas. 
They will invite me to go with them, and perhaps I | 


may go, but I hardly think I shall like to stay the 


whole time; but of futurity we know but little. 

&« Mrs. Porter is well; but Mrs. Aston, one of the 
ladies at Stowbill, has been struck with a palsy, from 
which she is not likely ever to recover. How on 
may such a stroke fall upon us 

% Write to me, and let us know when we may 


Ng you. I am, dear Sir, 


_ * Your most humble zervant, 
= 7777. | 1: ham, — 


© MR. BOSWELL ro DR. JOHNSON. 


5.5 aaa. F 


N « Edinburgh, Sept. gs 1797- | 
[After wh Kia that I was to set out next day, 


© in order to meet him at Ashbourne — 


44% 1 have a present ſchm you from Lord Hailes; che 


fifth book of Lactantius, which he has published 

with Latin notes. He is also to give you a few anec- | 

Cotes for your 9 n 
i - 


hs mad ITS TS FI A Ger ore oo 


4 v. t957y bu. JOHNSON. : 185 
rivate tutor to the present Farl of Hadington, Lord 
iles's cousin, a eireumstanee not mentioned by 


Dr. Murdoch. 1 have bers expecrations of daligh | 


hom your edition of the Bnglich Poets? 
am sorry for poor Mrs. Williams's eferagjon. 


You will, however, have the comfort of reflecting on 


your Kindness 65 Wer, Ai Jackson's denth, and 
Mrs. Aston's palsy, are glooiny cireumstances. Vet 
rely we shorud be hibituated to the uneertzinty of 
liſe and health. Wien my mind is clouded by 
melancholy, I consider the temporary distresses of 
this state of being, as light afflictions,” by stretek- 


5 my mental view into that glortotis aſter-existenee, 


they will appear to be as nothing: But prese 


pleasures aud prevent - piins must be felt. K W0ny 
read'© Nassclas over again with great vatiafuction. ” 

't Yihoe you are desirous to hear about Mycquatrry's 
ae J shafl inform you particularly. The gentleman 
who purchased Uſva is Mr. Campbell, of Auch 


naba : our friend Matquarty was proprietor of two- 


thirds of it, of which the rent was 1561. 5s. 1d 2. 


This, parcel was set up at 4,0091. 58. 1. but it s0ld. 


for no less than. 5,5401. The other third of Ulya, 


uith the island of Staffa, belonged to Marqquarry of 
Ormaig. Its rent, including that of Staffa, 831. 128. 
24. 1 — get up at 21781. 16. 4d. sold for no Jess than 
3,540. The Laird of Col, wished to purchase Ulva, 
but bo thought the price top high. There may, in- 

dced, be great improvements made there, both in 


Aihing and agrieulture; but the interest of the pur 76 


. chase - mode y exceeds the rent 89 very much, 1 
doubt ne babe wall PEAS: 


eber Soon (ap ni} 


VOL, . | 


p, A 


at. as " 
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island called Little Colonsay, of 10l.. yearly rent, 
which I am informed has belonged to the Macquar- 
rys of Ulva ſor many ages, but which was lately 
claimed by the Presbyterian Synod of Argyll, in con- 
seiuence of a grant made to them by Queen Anne. 
It is believed that their claim will be dismissed, and 
that Little Colonsay will also be sold for the advantage 


of Macquarry 's .crcditors.. What, think you. of pur- 
chasing this island and endowing a school or college 
there, the master to be a clergyman of the Church of 
England? How venerable would such an institution 


make the name of Du. Samuzr. Jonxsox in the He- 


brides! I have, like yourself, a wonderful pleasure in 


recollecting our travels in those islands. The ,plea- 
sure is, I think, greater than it reasonably should be, 


considering that we had not much either of; beauty 


or elegance to charm our imaginations, or of rude 
novelty to astonish. . Let us, by all means, have an- 
other expedition. I shrink a little from our scheme 


** 890g. up the e I am sorry 25 have 


i” It appears 0 x HER eg now in his rixty-eighth year, 1 was be- 
Ws inclined to realise the project of our going up the Baltick, 
which I had started when we were in the isle of + dh acdc oo 


e GI TIEN ne Vol. 1. page 366: 


25 * — * 1 > 3 - 


12 0 | 44 Pk .« 1 * * N 
3 „08 EIL, 1 believe, i is coming, He. talks of being here 


-to day : I Shall be glad to see him: but he shrinks from the Baltick 


expedition, which I think, is the best scheme in our power: what 
we shall substitute I know not. He wants to see Wales; but, ex- 
.cept the woods of Bachycraigh, what is there in Wales, that can fill | 


the hunger of ignorance, or quench the thirst of curiosity ? We 
may, pethaps, form some scheme or other ; but, in the phrase of 


Hoelle in the Hole, it is pity he has not à better bottom!" | 
Such an ardour of mind, and vigour of eriterprize, is admirable at 
any age: but more particularly so at the advanced period at which 


L x» = ' + - N OY 
— 4 wt % 5 


4. . 2777+] D. JOHNSON. N77 
already been in Wales; for I wish to see it. Shall 
we go to Ireland, of which I have seen but little? 
We shall try to strike out a plan when we are at 
Ashbourne. I am ever 
$7434; Your moet faithful humble 2 
1 u BoswBLL.,” 


© TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 
«© DEAR SIR, 8 | 
«T wrrrs to be left at Carlisle, as you direct 
me; but you cannot have it. Your letter, dated 
Sept. 6, was not at this place till this day, Thurs- 


day, Sept. 11; and I hope you will be here before 


this is at Carlisle. However, what you have not 
going, you may have returning ; 'and as I believe I 
shall not love you less after our interview, it will then 


be as true as it is now, that I set a very high value 


upon your friendship, and count your kindness as one 
of the chief felicitics of my life. Do not fancy that 
an intermission of writing is a decay of kindness. 
No man is always in a disposition to write; nor bas 
any man at all times something to say. Fr 


23 thi dat I am sorry new d did not adds 
our executing that scheme. Besides the other objects of curiosity 
and dbservation, to have seen my illustrious friend received, as he 
probably would have been, by a Prince so eminently distinguished 
for his variety of talents and acquisitions as the late King of Sweden; 
and by the Empress of Russia, whose extraordinary abilities, infor- 
mation, and magnanimity, astonish the world, would have afforded a 
noble subject for contemplation and record This reflection may 
possibly be thought too visionary by the more sedate and cold-bloed. 
ed part of my readers ; yet I own, I frequently — it with an 
earnest, unavailing regret. 

7 4 The lener was forwarded ty how 

| L 2 
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That distrust which intrudes 80 often on yout 
mind is a mode of melancholy, which, if it be the 


dusiness of a wise man to be happy, it is foolish to 


indulge ; and if it be a duty to preserve our faculties 
entire for their proper use, it is criminal. Suspicion 


is very oſten an useless pain. From that, and all 
other pains, I wish my res and safe; for I am, dear 
| Sir, 


* Most eee yours, 
% Ashbourne, Sept. "WF: 1 1 „ Slate Jonxson.” 


On Sunday evening Sept. 14, I nba at Ah- 
bourne, and drove directly up to Dr. Taylor's door. 


Dr. Johnson and he appeared before I bad got out of 


the post-chaise, and welcomed. me cordially. | 

I told them that I had travelled all the preceding 
night, and gone to bed at Leek in Staffordshire; and 
that when I rose to go to church in the afternoon, I 
was informed there had been an earthquake; of 
which, it seems, the shock had been felt in some de- 
gree, at Ashbourne. Joxxsox. Sir, it will be much 


exaggerated in popular talk: ſor, in the first place, 
the common people do not accurately adapt their 


thoughts to the objects; nor, secondly, do they accu- 
rately adapt their words to their thoughts: they do 
not mean to lie; but, taking no pains to be exact, 
they give you very false accounts. A great part of 
theit language is proverbial, If any thing rocks at 
all, they my it rocks In ande this uy 
they go on.” 

The subject of Sher r the Jos of wank hed 
friends being introduced, I observed that it was 
strange to consider how oon it in general wears away. 


Dr. Taylor mentioned a 6 the i ee 


F '2 
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hood as the e. instance he had ever known of a 
person who had endeavoured to re/am grieſ. He 
told Dr. Taylor, that after his Lady's death, which 
affected him deeply, he resolved that the grief, which 
he cherished with a kind of sacred fondness, should 
be lasting; but that he found he could not keep it 
long. Jonxsox. © All grief for what cannot in the 
course of nature be helped,” soon wears away; in 
some scbner, indeed, in some later; - but it never con- 
tinues very long, unless where there is madness, such 
as will make a man have pride so fixed in his mind, 
as to imagine himself a King ; or any other passion 


in an unreasonable way: for all unnecessary grief is 


unwise, and therefore will not be long retained by a 


oceasioned by our own misconduct, if grief is mingled 
with remorse of conscience, it should be lasting.“ 

BoswzLL. * But, Sir, we do not gpprove of a man 
bo very soon forgets the loss of a wiſe or a friend.” 
Jonxsox. “ Sir, we disapprove- of him, not because 
he soon forgets his grief; for the sooner it is forgot- 
ten the better, but hecause we suppose, that if he for- 
gets his wife or his friend soon, he has not bad much 
affection for them“ 

I was somewhat disappointed in finding that the 
edition of the English Poets, for which he was to 
write Prefaces and Lives, was not an undertaking di- 
rected by him : but that he was to furnish a Preface 
and Life to any poet the booksellers pleased. I ask- 
ed him if he would do this to any dunce's works, if 
they should ask him. Jonxsox. Yes, Sir; and g 
be was a dunce.” My friend seemed now not much 
to relish talking of this edition. 


On a beptorybor 15, Dr. Johazon obyerved, 


sound mind, If, indeed, the cause of our grief is 


” 
— . w le ws. 
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that every body commended such parts of his © Jour- 
ney to the Western Islands, as were in their own 
way. For instance, (said he,) Mr. Jackson (the 
all-knowing) told me there was more good sense 
upon trade in it, than he should hear in the House 
of Commons in a year, except from Burke. Jones 


commended the part which treats of language; Burke 


that which ande ths en of mountainous 
countries,” | 
Aſter breakfast, ene 0 me to see the r. 


| 4 belonging to the school of Ashbourne, which is 


very pretlily formed upon a bank, rising gradually 
behind the house. The Reverend Mr. Langley, the 
head. master, accompanied us. | 
While we sat basking in the sun upon a seat here, 
— a common subject of complaint, the 
very small salaries which many curates have, and I 
maintained, * that no man should be invested with 
the character of a clergyman, unless he bas a secu- 
rity for such an income as will enable him to appear 
respectable ; that, therefore, a clergyman should not 


be allowed to have a curate, unless he gives him a 
hundred pounds a year; if he cannot do that, let him 
perform the duty himself.“ JohxSONH. © To be sure 


Sir, it is wrong that any elergyman should be without 
a reasonable income; but as the - church revenues 
were sadly diminished at the Reformation, the clergy 
who have - livings cannot afford, in many instances, 
to give good salaries to curates, without leaving them- 


selves too little; and, if no curate were to be permit- 


ted unless he had a hundred pounds a year, their 
number would be very small, which would be a dis- 
advantage, as then there would not be such choice in 


the nursery for the church, curates being candidates 
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for the higher ecclesiastical offices, according to their 
merit and good behaviour,” He explained the sys- 


tem of the English Hierarchy exceedingly well. It 


is not thought fit (said he) to trust a man with the 
care of a parish, till he has given proof as a curate 
that he shall deserve such a trust.“ This is an excel- 
lent theory: and if the practice were according to it, 
the Church of England would be admirable indeed. 
However, as I have heard Dr. Johnson observe as to 
the Universities, bad ern Goes not infer that the 
constitution is bad. 

We bad with us at dinner e of Dr. Taylor's 
neighbours, good civil gentlemen, who seemed to 


understand Dr. Johnson very well, and not to consider 


him in the light that a certain person did, who being 
struck, or rather stunned by his voice and manner, 


when he was aſterwards asked what he thought of 


ms answered, He's a tremendous companion. 1 


Johnson told me, that Taylor was a very sensible 


acute man, and had a strong mind; that he had great 
activity in some respects, and yet such a sort of indo- 


| lence, that if you should put a pebble upon his chim- 
ney-piece, you would find it ws in "WE same State, 
a year afterwards.” 


And here is the proper place to give an acebunt f 


| Johnson's humane and zealous interference in behalf 
of the Reverend Dr. William Dodd, formerly Preben- 
dary of Brecon, and chaplain in ordinary to his Ma- 


jesty ; celebrated as a very popular preacher, an en- 


courager of charitable institutions, and authour of a 

variety of works, chiefly theological. Haying unhap- 
pily contracted expensive habits of living, partly o- 
casioned by licentiousness of manners, he in an evil 


hour, when * by want of money, and — 
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an exposure of his circumstances, forged a bond of 
of which he attempted: to avail himself to support his 
credit, flattering himself with. hopes that he might 
be able ta repay its amount withaut being detected. 
+ The person, whose name he thus rashly and criminal- 
ly presumed to falsify,, was. the Earl of Chesterfield, 
to whom he had been tutor, and who, he perhaps, in 
| the warmth, of bis feelings, flattered; himself would 
bave generously paid the; money in cave, of an alarm 
being taken, rather than suffer bim to fall a victim ta 
the dreadful consequences of violating the law against 
ſorgery, the most dangerous erime in a commercial 
country; but the unfortunate; diving had the morti- 
fication to find that he was mistaken. His noble pu- 
en against wk Rd he. was, n con- 
Johnson told me "bh. Dr. Dodd was very lads 
_ acquainted. with him, having been but once in bis 
company, many years previous to this period (which 
was precisely the state of my own acquaintance. with 
Dodd); but in bis distress he bethought himself of 
Johnson's persuasive power of writing, if haply it 
might ayail to obtain for him the Royal Mercy. He 
did not apply to him directly, but, extraordinary as it 
may seem, through the late Countess of Harrington, 
who wrote a letter to Johnson, asking him to employ 
his pen in fayopr of Dodd. Mr. Allen, the printer, 
who was Johnson's landlord and next neighbour in 
Bolt- court, and for; whom he had much kinduess, 
was one of Dodd's friends, of whom, to the credit of 
* humanity he it recorded, that he had many who. did 
not desert him, even after his infringement of the 
law had reduced him to the state of à man under 


webe of death, Mr. Allen toſs we thas he eur 
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ried Lady Harrington's letter to Johnson, that Johu- 
son road) it walking up and down his chamber, and 
scemed mugh agited, after which he said, „I will 
do what I can owe e he 4 en, 
ordinary oxentions. . | | 

Ie ibis evening, as het had, obligingly ata 
in one of his letters, put into my hands the whole 
series of his wriiings upon this melancholy occasion, 
and I shall present my readers with the abstraet 
which I made from the collection; in doing which I 
studied to avoid copying what had appegred in print, 
and now make part of the edition of * Johnson's 
Works, published by the Booksellers of London, 
but taking care. 10 mark raren ene e 
of the pieces there exhibited. 

Dr. Johnson wrote in the firs place, Dr, Dan 
Speech to the Recorder of London,” at the Old- 
Bailey, when cenjence of death n Ro 
nouneed. upon hun. 5 

8 Conniet's Addres.46: es | 
unhappy Brethren,” a sermon delivered by Dr. Dodd, 
in the chapel of Newgate. According to Johnsons 
manuscript it began thus aſter the text; Nhat shall 
I do te be saved ?—* These were the words with 
which the keeper, to whose custody Paul and Silas 
were committed by their prosecutors, addressed his 

f „ybei he saw them freed from. their bonds 
by che pereeptible agency of divine favour, and was, 
therefore, irresistibly convinced” that they were not 
offenders against the laws, but martyrs to the truth. * 
Dr. Johnson was 80 good as to- mark for me with | 
bis own hand, on a copy of this sermon which is now - 
in my possession, such passages as were added by 


. 
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Dr. Dodd. They are not many: Whoever will take 
che trouble to look at the priuted copy, and tend 


> to what I mention, will be satisfied of this. 


- There is a short introduction by Dr. Dodd, and he 
also inserted this sentence, © You see with what 
confusion and dishonour I now stand before you; 
no more in the pulpit of instruction, but on this 


bumble seat with yburselves.“ The notes are en- 


tirely Dodd's own, and Johnson's writing ends at 
the words, “ the thief whom be pardoned on the 
cross. en N was Wenn oy De. _ 
himself. 5 
Abe öther ee dy Jolie; in the 


Ae e collection, are two letters, one to 


the Lord Chancellor Bathurst, (not Lord North, as 
i erroneoùsly supposed,) and one to Lord Mans- 
field A Petition from Dr. Dodd to the King ;— 

A Petition from Mrs. Dodd to the Queen; Obser- 
vations of some length inserted in the news-papers, 
on occasion of Earl Perey's having presented to his 
Majesty a petition for mercy” to Dodd, signed by 
twenty thousand people, but all in vain. He told me 


chat he bad also written a. petition from the city of 


London; but _ he, van a er gre? _— 
23 1. 0 0 


* $41 #3 


ee by the favour of U ok of London 


Field, Hackney,” scen the original in Johnson's hand-writing, of 
The Petition of the City of London to his Majesty, in favour of 


Dr, Dodd, I now present it to my readers, with such passages as 
were omitted, inclosed in crotchets, and the additions or variations 
marked in Italicks. the 

4 That William Dodd; Doctor of Laws, new lying under des- 
tence of death in your Majeuty's gaol of. Newgate, for the crime of 
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has exercised his ministry with great fidelity and efficacy,] which, - 

in many initances, has produced the matt happy Hf t. 1 
% That he has been the first institutor, [or] and a very eamest 

and aetive promoter of several modes of useful charity, and [that] 

therefore [he] may be considered as EE on Ob 74719 

x benefactor to the public. * 
«« [That when they consider his past life, ene e to 

suppose his late crime to have been not the consequence of habitual 

depravity, but the puggestion of 5ome sudden and violent tempta- 

tion.] 

„ That] Your Petitioners therefoie considering his cage, as in . 

some of its circumstances unprecedented and peculiar, and encourages 

by your Majeity's known tlemency, [they] most humbly recommend | 

the said William Dodd to [ his] your Majesty's most gracious con- 

sideration, in hopes that he will be found not Wa (ney 


c A . 
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1 The last of these articles which Johnson wrote is ; | | 
3 “Dr. Dodd's last solemn Declaration,” which he left; | 
$ with the sberiff at the place of execution. Here also +11 
3 my friend marked the variations on a copy of that piece F 
4 now in my possession. Dodd inserted, I never ' 1 
* knew or attended to the calls of frugality, or the 19 
# needful minuteness of painful *ceconomy ;” and in | 
3 the next sentence he introduced the words which 1 | 
£ distinguish by Halicis; © My life for some fer un- | 
1 _ happy years past has been dreadfully erroneous.” John- 
: son's expression was hypoeritical; but his remark on | 
* the margin is With this he Mn be could . 
3 charge himself. 
E Having thus authentically ited what part of the | 
E Occasional Papers,” concerning Dr. Dodd's miser- | 
. able situation, came from the pen of Johnson, I shall "4 
3 proceed to present my readers with my record of the 
. | | Renn Teo? 44H 1 £500 \ 
E forgery, has for « great part or his life bet à ubefil ind laudabe 
4 example of diligence in his calling, [and as we have reuson to believe, | 
| 
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unpublished - writings relating to that extraordinary 
and interesting matter.. 

found a letter, to Dr. Johnson fon Dr. Dodd, 
May 23, 1777, in whieh, © The. G Ae 
seems dearly to be meant ; 
I Lam $0. penetrated, my caoorichas Sir, de 
sense of your extreme ee towards me, that 
F cannot find words en 10 e eee 
heart. 9 F * 191 

if You are too wenne in the world to need 


iy glightest hint from-me, of what infinite utility the 


Specch ? eon the aweful day bas been to me. I ex- 
peneyce, every hour, some good effect from it. 1 
am! Sure that effects, still more salutary and important, 
must follow from [your kind and intended. favour. 1 


„ e eee eee 
it from the pulpi I am/ 8ure, had I your senti- 


ments constant to deliver from thence, in all their 
TON force and power, not a soul could be left un- 
and unpersvaded.”. +5. + ++ + * 2 
He added, May Gop ALMenrr bless and 


al; with his ehoicest comforts, your philanthro- | 


pick actions, and enable me at all 576 to express | 


what I feel of the high and uncommon obligations 


which I owe to the firs? man in dur times.” 
of On Sunday, June 22, he writes, begging Dr. John- 


| 80n's: assistance in. . a _upplicatory letter to 


his Majesty: 


I his Majesty. could be moved of his royal 
vlemency 40 spare me; and my family the borrours 


be 1 mr end, e gag 


* Hi Speech a the cad Bly whe found me. 
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itself is solieitous to wave, and to grant me in some 


silent distant corner of the globe, to pass the res. 


e oy ny en 
bless his clemency and be humbled.” 

This letter was brought to Dr. eee ws in 
church. He stooped down and read it, and wrote, 
when he went home, the following Ru: kd Pn. 
Dodd to the King: 


cc SIR, 9 N 2 


« Mar it not d your Majesty, that the 


most miserable of men. applies himself to your cle- 

mency, as his last hope and his last refuge 5, that 
our mercy is most carnestly and humbly im 

by a clergyman, whom your Laws and Judges have 

condemned to the horrour and i kung of a | pab- 

lick execution. 

I confess theerime, and own the enormity ofits 


consequences, and the danger of its example. Nor 


have I the confidence to petition for i impunity ; but 
humbly hope, that publick security may be esta 
blished, without the spectacle of a, eee dragged 


through the streets, to a death of inſamy, amidst the 


derision of the proffi igate and profane; and that jus- 


tice may be satisfied with irrevocable exile, perpetual 
disgrace, and hopeless penury. 


« My life, Sir, has not been useless 10 Hail 


| I have benefited many. But my offences against 


Gop are numberless and I have had little time for 


repentance. Preserve me, Sir, by your prerogative 1586 


of mercy, from the necessity of appearing u 


at that tribunal, beſore which Kings ad"Subjects | 
must stund at last together. Permit me te hide wy 
gilt in some obscure W 
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* where, if 1 Een ever attain-confidence io hope that 
my prayers will be heard, they shall be poured with 
all the fervour of gratitude for the life and a. 
of guy ee. Lam, Sir, 
4K en wg . 


tal 


Subjoined to it was written 5 IR | 


IP | ©. TO DR. DODD. 

f CE” Stn, 1285 

I Moser seriously enjoin you not to let it be 
at. all known that I have written this letter; and to 
return the copy to Mr. Allen in a cover to me. I 
hope I need not tell you, that I wish it SUCCESS. —But 


do not indulge my —Tell * 


ES w bappened luckily that Mz. Allen was pitched on 
: to assist in this ee office, for he was a great 
friend of Mr. Akerman, the keeper of Newgate. 
| Dr. Johnson never went to sce Dr. Dodd. He said 
do me, © it would have done him more harm, than 
8 good to Dodd, who once expressed a desire to sce 

bim, but not earnestly.” | 
Dr. Johnson, on the 20th of FJ: ane, wrote the fol- 

"NN yy; 


0 ro rug monr HONOURABLE nanrns nnn 


1 1 | 1 
5 ? * F - ; . 7 


« , 
. N the: mpavietion. nc ae of 
Dr, Dodd. 1 have had, by the intervention of a 
* 


PRO for this intrusion,, Sir, 
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shall lose nothing in your opinion by tenderness and 
commiseration. Whatever be the crime, it is not 

easy to have any knowledge of the delinquent, with- 
out a wish that his life may be spared; at least when 
no liſe has been taken away by him. I will, there- 


fore, take the liberty of suggesting some reasons for 
which I wish this unhappy being to escape the 


utmost rigour of his sentence. 

He is, so far as I can recollect, thee first clergy- 
man of our church who has suffered publick execu- 
tion for immorality; and I know not whether it 


would not be more for the interest of religion to 


bury such an offender in the obscurity of perpetual 
exile, than to expose him in a cart, and on the gal- 
lows, to all who for any reason are enemies to the 
E 

« The supreme power has, i in all ages, Rey! some 


attention to the voice of the people; and that voice 
does not least deserve to be heard, when it calls out 


for mercy. There is now a very general desire that 
Dodd's life should be spared. More is not wished; 
and, perhaps, this is not too much to be granted. 

te If you, Sir, have any opportunity of enforcing 


| these reasons, you may, perhaps, think them worthy 
of consideration: but whatever you determine, I 


most respectfully intreat that you will be pleased to 


" V 37 i þ 


* Your most obedient . 


50 And most humble servant, 
« Sax. Jonxson.“ 


11 has been TOES eg with 8 
remarks, that to this letter no attention whatever was 
paid by Mr. * enkinson; nene Earl of Liy erpool) 
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and that he did not even deign to shew the common 
eivility of owning the receipt of it. I could not but 
wonder at such condutt in the noble Lord, whose 
own character and Just elevation in life, I thought, 
must have impressed him with all due regard for 
great abilities and attainments. As the story had 
been much talked of, and apparently froth good au- 
thority, I could not but have anitnadverted upon it 
in this work, had it been as was alledged ; but from 
my earnest love of truth, and having found reason to 


think that there might be a mistake, 1 presumed to 


write to his Lordsbip, requesting an explanation; 
and it is with the sincerest pleasure that I am enabled 
to assure the world, that there is no foundation for it, 
the fact being, that owing to some neglect, or Act. 
dent, Johnson's letter never came to Lord Hawkes- 
bury's bands. 1 should have ' thought it strange 
indeed, if that noble Lord had ufndervatued my 
illustrious friend; but instcad of this being the case, 
his Lordship, in the very polite answer with which 
he was pleased immediately to honour me, thus ex- 


ptesses himself — 1 haye always reapected the 
memory of Dr. Johnson, and admire lis writings ; 


and I frequently read mary parts: of chem with 
pleasure and great improvement.“ 
All applications for the Royal Mercy having fyiled, 


Dr. Dodd prepared bimeelk ſor death; and, with a 


warmth of ee, wrote to Dr. Johnson as follows: 
Rug] 2160 15 « june 26, Miduight. 

Wie Acceer, thou ner and good heart, my 
earnest and fervent thanks and prayers for alf thy 
benevolent and kind efforts in my behalf. —Oh ! Dr. 


— as * * your LnowIedge' at an early 
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hour in life, would to heaven I had cultivated the 


love and acquaintance of so excellent a man |—l 
pray Gop most sincerely to bless you with the 
highest transports the infelt satisfaction of humane 
and behevolent exertions !—And admitted, as I 
trust I shall be, to the realms of bliss before you, I 
Shall hail your arrival there with transports, and re- 


joice to acknowledge that you was my Comforter, 


my Advocate and my Friend! Gop be ever with 
6 25561 27 WS” 2} 


w-_ 


Dr. Jobnson lastly wrote to Dr. Dodd this solemn 


and soothing letter: 


& To THE REVEREND -n. DODD, 


«© HEAR SIR | 
« Txar which is appointed to all men is now 
coming upon you. Outward circumstances, the 


eyes and the thoughts of men, are below the notice 


of an -immortal being about to stand the trial for 


eternity, before the Supreme Judge of heaven and' 


earth. Be comforted : your crime, morally or reli- 


giously considered, has no very deep dye of turpi- 
tude. It corrupted no man's principles; it attacked 


no man's life. It involved only a t and 
reparable injury. Of this, and of all other sins, you 


are earnestly to repent ; and may Gon, who knoweth 
our frailty, and desireth not our death, accept your 


repentance, for the sake of his Son Jesvs Carr 
In requital of those well-intended offices which 

you are pleased so emphatically to acknowledge, let 
9 W x | 
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162 THE LIFE OF [Arar, 68, 
me beg that you make in your devotions one petition 


CI I am, dear Sir, 


„ e Your affectionate servant, 
| . 17 "Ma F *. Bags Jang.” 


7 Linas the copy of this letter I found mitten, in 
n s On hoi. Next day, June. 27, he was 


executed.” 
To conclude this ning episode with e an use- 


ful application, let us now attend to the reflections 
of Johnson at the end of the © Occasional Papers,” 


concerning the unfortunate Dr, Dodd.—* Such were 


the last thoughts of a man whom we have seen ex- 
ulting in popularity, and sunk in shame. For his 
reputation, which no man can give to himself, those 


who conferred it are to answer. Of his publick mi- 


nistry the means of judging were sufficiently attain- 
able. He must be allowed to preach well, whose 
sermons strike his audience with forcible convietion. 
Of his life, those who thought it consistent with his 
doctrine, did not originally form false notions. He 
was at first what be endeayoured to make others; 
but the world broke down his resolution, and he in 
time ceascd to exempliſy his on instructions. 

Let those who are tempted to his faults, tremble 
at bis punishment; and those whom he impressed 
from the pulpit with religious sentimeuts, endeavour 


to confirm them, by considering the regret and self- 
abhorrence with which ndn a lade 


viations from rectitu de... 


Johnson gave us. this evening, in his aus . 
3 of the late Mr. Fitz- 


48 4. 
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herbert, of Derbyshire. There was (said he) no 

sparkle, no brillianoy in Fitzherbert 5' but I never 
knew a man who was so generally aceeptable. He 
made every body quite easy, overpowered nobotly by 
the superiority of his talents, made no man think 
worse of himself by being his rival, ed always 
to listen, did not oblige you to hear much from him, 
and did not oppose hat you said Every body hRxed 
him; but be had no friend, as I understand the 


thoughts. People were willing! to think well of 
every thing about him. A gentleman was making 


ings about his dear son, ee School near 
London; how anxious he was lest he might be il, 


(Aid Fitzherbert,) take a post-chaise and go to him 


there was not much in it.“ However this was oir- 
culated as wit for a whole winter, and I beſieve part 
of a summer too; a proof that he was no very witty 
man. He was an instance of the truth of the ob- 
W- Mr. nen gens en gs * 


+ 


Dr. Citizen, gies kk Majchy' NS ny 
ingly communicated to me'a fuller account of this story than had 
reached Dr. Johnson. The affected Gentleman, was the late John 
Gilbert Cooper, Esq, authour of a Life of Socrates, and of some 
poems in Dodfley's collection. Mr. Fitzberbert found him one 
morning, apparently,” in such violent agitation, otr account of the 
2 his son, as to seem beyond the power of comfort, 


AY being xatisfied, by this, of the sincerity of his emotions, 
slyiy said, © Had not you hetter take a post- chaĩse and go and see 
him ? It was the shrewdness of caries ay r - 
«ory be circulated. 


1 2 
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word, nobody with whom he exchanged intimate 
an affected rant, as many people do, of great ſeel- 


and what he would give to sce him. Can't your | 


This, to be sure, fnxhed the affected man, but 


however, he exclaimed, IU write an Elegy. Mr. 
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whole by negative qualities than by positive; by 
never offending, than by giving a great deal of de- 
light. In the first place, men hate more steadily 
than they love; and if I have said something to hurt 
a man once, I shall not get the neh this, my 
saying many things to please him.“ 

Tuesday, September 16, Dr. lohnen having 
mentioned to me the extraordinary size and price of 
some cattle reared by Dr. Taylor, I rode out with 
our host, surveyed his farm, and was shown one cow 
which he had sold for a hundred and twenty guineas, 
and another for which he had been offered a hun- 
dred and thirty. Taylor thus described to me his 
old schoolfellow and friend, Johnson: He is a 
man of a very clear head, great power of words, and 
a very gay imagination; but there is no disputing 
with him. He will not hear you, and ON louder 


voice than you, must roar you down.“ 


In the afternoon I tried to get Dr. . to 


like the Poems of Mr. Hamilton of Bangour, which 


I had brought with me: I had been much pleased 
with them at a very early age; the impression still 
remained on my mind: it was confirmed by the opi- 


nion of my friend the Honourable Andrew Erskine, 


himself both a good poet and a good critick, who 
thought Hamilton as true a poet as ever wrote, and 
that his not having fame was unaccountable; John- 
son, upon repeated occasions, While I was at Ash- 
bourne, talked slightingly of Hamilton. He said 
there was no power of thinking in his verses, nothing 


that strikes one, nothing better than what you ge- 


nerally find in magazines; and that the highest 
praise they deserved was, that they were very well for 
a gentleman to hand about — He 


said the imitation of Ne sit ancille ſibi amor, Sc. was 


too solemn ; he read part of it at the beginning. 
He read the beautiful pathetick song, Ah the 
poor shepherd's mournful fate, and did not seem 
to give attention to what I had been used to think 
tender elegant strains, But laughed at the rhyme, in 
Scotch pronunciation, wishes and ' bluskes,” reading 
cue and there he stopped. He owned that the 
epitaph on Lord Newhall was pretty well done. He 


read the Inscription in a Summer-house, and a 


little of the imitations of Horace's Epistles; but said 
he found nothing to make him desire to read on. 
When I urged that there were some good poetical 


find so large a collection without some? I thought 
the — of un — _— os TR 
bationn: 


cee Winter, fon the frozen and. 

„Drives his iron chariot forth! ____. ber 3 

His grisly hand in icy chains „ 
0 Fair Tweeda's gilyer flood constrains, "7 he... 


He — why an “ iron chariot'?” and said mths 
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chains” was an old image. I was struck with the 


uncertainty of taste, and somewhat sorry that a poet 
whom I had long read with ſonduess, was not ap- 
proved by Dr. Johnson. I 'comforted myself with 


thinking-that the beauties were too delicate ſor his 
robust perceptions, Garrick maintained that he had 


not a taste for the finest productions of genius: 
but I was sensible, that when he took the trouble to 
analyse enn eee . nee An 
RW 8 


In the een the Reyerond' Mr. Senard, of 


passages in the book. Where (said he,) will y 
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them, ee supply the omission; hut Nature 
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Liehfield, Who was passing through Ashbourne in 
His way home, drank tea with us. Johnson described 
cim thus :—# Sir, his ambition is to be a fine talker ; 


a0 he goes to Buxton, and such places, where he 
may find 'vompanids to listen to him. And, Sir, he 


is 3 valetudinarian, one of those who are always 
mending themselves. I do not know a more disa- 
greeable character than a valetudlinarian, Who thinks 


he may do any thing that is for his ease, and in- 


dulges himself in the grossest ſreedotns: ee 


. e eee eee L 

Dr. Taylor's nose happening to bleed, — * 
was-becauge-be bad omitted ta have himself blooded 
ſour days after a quarter of a year's interval. Dr. 
Johnson who was a great dabbler in physick, dis- 
approved much of periodical blecding. For (Said 


be) you accustom yourself to an evacuation which 
Nature cannot perform of herself, and therefore she 


cannot help you, should you, from forgetfulness or 


any other cause, omit it; $0 you may be suddenly 


- 10 Fou may accustom Is ourself to other 
should you omit 


cannot open a vein to blood yu. - I do not like 
10 take an emetick, (said Taylor,) ſor fear of breaking 
some amal. vcssels. 4“ Poh | (said Johnson, ) if you 


- haye's0 many things/that will-break, you had better 
break your neck at once, and there's an end on't. 
| Tau mil break no amall voacls 
Aer. r met ac nd 0 


3 be een high 


I mentioned 10 Dr 1 Ams 
pemiaiag in his 1ofidelity, when he was dying, 


shocked me much. Jouxsox. © Why should it 
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the New Testament with attention. Here then was 
a man, who had been at no pains to inquire into the 
truth of religion, and had continually turned his 
mind the other way. It was not to be expected that 
the prospeot of death would alter his way of think - 
ing, unless Gop should send an angel to set him 
right.“ I said, I had reason to believe that the 
thought of anmhilation gave Hume no pain. Jonx- 
SON. „ It was not so, Sir. He had a vanity in being 


thought easy. It is more probable that he should 


assume an appearance of ease, than that so very im- 
probable a. thing should be, as à man not afraid of 
going (as, in spite of his delusive theory, he cannot 
be sure but he may go,) into an unknown state, and 
not being uneasy at leaving all he knew. And you 
are to consider, that upon his on principle of anni- 


hilation he had no motive to speak the truth,“ The 


horrour of death which I had always observed in Dr. 


Johnson, appeared strong to- night. I ventured to 


tell him, that I had been, ſor moments in my life; 
not afraid of death; therefore'T could suppose at- 


other man in that state of mind ſor x ooniderable 
space of time. He said, © he never had a moment. 
in which death was not terrible to him. He added, 


that it had been observed; that soarce any man dies 
in publick, but with apparent resolution; from that 


desire of praise which never quits us. I said Dr. 
Dodd seemed to be willing to die, and full of hopes 


of happiness. Sir, (said he,) Dr. Dodd would 


have given both his hands and both his legs to haue 
lived. The better a man is, the more afraid is he of 
death, having a clearer view of infinite purity. He 


owned, that our being in an unhappy uncertainty as 


to our salvation, was mysterious; and said, Aly} 
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emal till we ae in another cat of bring, 0 


have many things explained to us.” Eyen' the pow- 


| erful mind of Johnson seemed foiled by futurity. 
But I thought, that the gloom of uncertainty in so- 
lemn religious speculation, being mingled with hope, 
was yet more cansalatory than the. emptiness of in- 


fidelity. A man can live in thick air, but POO 
in an exhausted receiver. T | 


Dr. Jobnson was much pleased with a {remark 


e by Gonenl Paoli: 


— 'That it is impossible not to be afraid of death; 
and that those who at the time of dying are not 


efraid, are not thinking of death, but of applause, or 


something else, which keeps death out of their sight: 
so that all men are equally afraid of death when they 


see it; only some have a power of turning their 
sight away from it better than others.” 


On Wednesday, September 17, Dr. Butter, phy- 


sician-at Derby, drank tea with us; and it was settled 


that Dr. Johnson and I sbould ga on Friday and 


dine with him. Johnson said, I'm glad of this.” 


ne seemed weary of de uniformity of life at Dt, 


Taylors. 


Talking of e Lond in writing a life, a 


man's peculiarities should be mentioned, because 


they mark his character.  ,Jounsoy. © Sir, there is 


no doubt as to peculiarities: the question is, whether 
a man's vices should be mentioned; for instance, 
whether it should be mentioned that Addison and 


Parnell drank too freely: for people will probably 
more easily indulge in drinking from knowing this ; 


so that more ill may be done by the example, than 


good by telling the whole truth,” Here was an in- 


nande of His * from t in a ſor when 


3 = bode, r „ 
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Lord Hailes and he sat one morning calmly conyers- 
ing in my house at Edinburgh, I well remember | 
that Dr. Johnson maintained, that (“ If a man is to + 
write A Panegyrick, he may keep vices out of sight; ö 
but if be professes to write A Life, he must repre- 
sent it really as it was: and when I objected' to the 
danger of telling that Parnell drank: to excess, e ; 
said, that © it would produce an instruetive caution 
to avoid drinking, when it was scen, that even the 
learning and genius of Parnell could be debased by 
it.” And in the Hebrides he maintained, as appears 
from my © Journal,“ that a man's intimate friend 
should mention his faults, if he writes his liſe. 
He had this evening, partly, I suppose, from the 
spirit of contradiction to his Whig friend, a violent 
argument with Dr. Taylor, as to the inclinations of 
the people of England at this time towards the Royal 
Family of Stuart. He grew so outrageous as to say 
that, if England were fairly polled, the present 
King would be equa. net his adhe- 
rents hanged to-morrow.” Taylor, who was as'vio- 
lent a Whig as Johnson was a Tory, was roused by 
this to a pitch of bellowing. He denied, loudly, 
what Johnson said; and maintained, that there was 
an abhorrence ogeinat the Stuart family, though he 
admitted that the people were not much attached to 
the #4 TR: FRO 66 We the * of * 
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Dr. Taylor was very e 
the party with which he was connected was not in power. There 
was then some truth in it, owing to the pertinacity of factious cla. 
mour. Had he lived till now, it would have been impossible for 
him to deny that his Majesty possesses the warmest affection of his 
people. e e A ent man 


„ 


W THE LITE Oor [Erar, 68. 


country is his : the people knowing it to be agreed 
on all hands that this King has not the hereditary 
right to the crown, and there being no hope that he 
ho has it can be restored, have grown cold and in- 
different upon the subject of loyalty, and have no 
warm attachment to any King. They would not, 
therefore; risk any thing to restore the exiled family. 
They would not give twenty shillings a piece to bring 
it about. But, if a mere vote could do it, there 
would be twenty to one; at least, there would be a 
very great majority of voices for it- For, Sir, you 
are to consider, that alb those who think a King has 
a right to bis crown, as à inan has to his estate, 
which is the just opinion, would be for restoring the 
King who certainly has the hereditary right, could 
he be trusted with itz in wich there would be no 
danger now, when laws and every thing else are 50 
much advanced: and every King will govern by the 
laws. And ybu must also consider, Sir, that, there 
is nothing on the other side to oppose to this; for 
tit is not alledged by any one that the present family 
das any inherent right: n 
1 have a contest between two rights“ 
Dr. Taylor admitted, that if the question as to 
heteditary right were to be tried by a poll of the 
people oſ England, to be sure the abstract doctrine 
aul be given in ſavour of 'the family of Stuart; 
but he said, the conduct of that family, which oc- 
casioned their expulsion, was: so fresh in the minds 
1 of the people, that they would not vote for a resto- 
11 ration. Dr. Johnson, I think, was contented with 
1 the admission as to the hereditary right, leaving the 
eeigival point in dispute, via. what the people upon 
the whole would do, taking in right and affection ; 
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for he said, people were afraid of a change; even 
though they think it right. Dr. Taylor said some- 
thing of the slight ſoundation of the hereditary right 
of the house of Stuart. Sir, (said Johnson,) the * 
house of Stuart sueceeded to the full right of both | 
the houses of York and Lancaster, whose common 
source had the undisputed right. A right to a throne 
is like a right to any thing else. Possessiom is sufficient, 
where no better right can be shown. This was the : 
case with the Royal Family of England, as it is now 
with the King of France: for as to the first __ 
ning of the right, we are in the dark.” 

Thursday, September 18. Last alk Dr. "OY 
son had proposed that the crystal lustre, or chandelier, 
in Dr. Taylor's large room, should be lighted" up 
some time or other. Taylor said, it should be lighted 
up next night. That will do very well, (said I) 
for it is Dr. Johnson's birth-day,” When ye were 
in the Isle of Sky, Johnson had desired me not to 
mention his birth- day. He did not seem pleased at 
this time that I mentioned it, and said (somewhat 
sternly) “ he would nor have — — Ws an | 
next day.” 

Some W bad nel wa are 
I mentioned. his birthday, came to dinner to-day, 
and plagued him unintentionally, by wishing him 
joy. I know not why he disliked having his birth- 
day mentioned, unless it were that it reminded him 
of his approaching nearer to death, of which be had 
a constant dread. ' - 

I mentioned to him a friend of mine who was for- | 
merly gloomy from low spirits, and much distressed 
by the fear of death, but was now uniformly placid, 
and contemplated his dissolution without any pertur- 
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English Poets who had published a volume of poems. 
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| bation. Sir, (said Johnson,) this is only a disor- 


dered imagination taking a different turn.” 
Me talked of a collection being made of all the 


Johnson told me © that a Mr. Coxeter, whom he 
knew, had gone the greatest length towards this; 
having collected, I think, about five hundred vo- 
lumes of poets whose works were little known; but 
that upon his death Tom Osborne bought them, 
and they were dispersed, which he thought a pity, 
as it was curious to see any series complete; and in 
every volume of poems — _ aft be 
found.” 

He n that a gentleman of eminence in 


| en had got into a bad style of poetry of late. 


He puts (said he) a very common thing in a strange 
dress till he does not know it himself, and thinks 


other people do not know it.“ BoswRLL. That 


is owing to his being so much versant in old Eng- 
lish poetry.“ Jounsox. © What is that to the pur- 
pose, Sir? If 1 say a man is: drunk, and you tell 
me it is owing to his taking much drink, the matter 
is not mended. No, Sir, has taken to an 
on mode. For example; be d write em 


0 Hermit hoar, in 2olemn cell, 
Ew A out life's evening gray.” 


Gray eovning is common enough; but evening gray 
he'd think fine, —Stay ;—we'll inake out ths Stanza : 


« Hermit hoar. 1 in solemn cell,. 
* Wearing out life's evening gray; ; 
Smite thy bosom, sage, and tell, 5 
Y Ws is bliss ? and which the 25 i FS 
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BoswELL: © But why smite his bosom, Sir?“ Jonx- 
sox.“ Why to shew he was in earnest, (smiling). 
Ile at an after period added the following stanza: 


" Tha I spoke; and speaking sigh ds 
« —Scarce repress'd the starting tear ;— 

6c * When the smiling sage reply'd— _ | 
Come, my lad, and drink some beer“ + 


] cannot help thinking the first stanza very good so- 


lemn poetry, as also the three first lines of the 


second. Its last line is an excellent burlesque sur- 
prize on gloomy sentimental enquirers. And, per- 
haps, the advice is as good as can be given to a low- 
Spirited dissatisfied being: Don't trouble your 
head with sickly thinking: Ann a cup, and be 
merry.) 

Friday, September 19, after W Dr. Johnson 
and I set out in Dr. Taylor's chaise to go to Derby. 
The day was fine, and we resolved to go by Keddle- 


As some of my readers may be gratiſied by readng the pro- 
gress of this little composition, I shall insert it from my notes. 


„When Dr. Johnson and L weic victing tete-d-tete at he Mitre 
. tavern, May 9, 1 778, he said Where is blies,“ would be better. 


He then added a ludicrous stata, but would not repeat it, lest 1 
should take it down. It was somewhat as follow 33 the * line 1 
am sure I remember : 


« While 1 thus cried, 
| „ | | ” Seer , 
The hoary reply'd, 


8 Come, my lad, and drink some beer. 
« In spring, 1779, when in better humour, he made the second 
ztanza, as in the text. There was only one variation afterwards 


made on my suggestion, which was changing hoaty in the third line 


to miling, both to avoid a sameness with the epithet in the first 


line, and to describe the hermit in his pleasantry. He was then 


"—_ well pleased that I should preserve it. 
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stone, the sent of Lord Scarsdale, that I might sce 
his Lordsbip's fine house. I was struck with the 
magnificence of the building; and the extensive 
park, with the finest verdure, covered with deer, and 
cattle, and _ delighted me. The number of old 
e admiration: "for one of them sixty pounds 
was offered. The excellent sinooth gravel roads; 
the large piece of water formed by his Lordship fron 
some small brooks, with a handsome barge upon it; 
the venerable. Gothick church, now the family chapel, 
just by the house; in short, the grand group of 
objects agitated and distended my mind in a most 
agreeable. manner. One should think (said 1) 
that the proprietor of all this mus: be happy.“ 
e Nay, Sir, (said my, al this excludes but one 
evil poverty. ft | 

Our names were sent op, 2 a weil de elderly 
hous:-keeper, a most distinct articulator, shewed us 
the znuse; which I need not describe, as there is 
an accorut of it published in Adams's Works in 
Architecture” Dr. Johnson thought better of it to- 
day that when he ga v- it before; for he had lately 
attacked 3: violently, saying, It would do excel- 
lently r a towu- hall. The large room with the 
pillars (said he) would do for the Judges to sit in at 


$ When I mentioned Dr. Johnson's remark to a lady of admir- 
hiv mnt cone Ads: of understanding, she observed, “ It 
Is me, all this excludes only one evil; but how much good does it 
let in To this observation much praise has been justly given. 
| Letime then now do myself the honour to mention that the lady 
who made it was the late Margaret Montgomerie, my very valu- 
able wife, and the very affectionate mother of my children, who, if 
they inherit her good qualities, will have no reason to complain of 
their lot. Dos 89 parentum virtui. 


a pretty large library. In his Lordship's dressing- 
room lay Johnson d small Dictionary: he shewed it 
to me, with some eagerness, Axing, % Look ye! 
Qu terra nostri no LOWS: laboris,” He Merve, 
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the assizes; the circular room for a jury- chamber: 
and the room above for prisoners. Still he thought 


the large room ill lighted, and of no use but ſor 


dancing in ; and the bed- chambers bat indifferent 
rooms ; and that the immense sum which it cost was 
injudiciqusly laid out. Dr. Taylor had put him in 
mind of his appearing pleased with the house. But 


(said he) that was when Lord Searsdale was present. 
Politeness obliges us to appear pleased with a man's 


works when he is present. No man will be so ill 
bred as to question you. Tou may therefore pay 
compliments without, saying what is not true. I 


should say to Lord Scarsdale of his large room, My 


Lord, this is aha most e EA BAM 2 u 
which is true. 


Dr. Manningham, ee. in 10 Fi ge was 


visiting at Lord Scarsdale's, accompanyed us through 
many of the rooms, and soon aſterwards my Lord 


himself, to whom Dr. Johnson was known, appeared, 


and did the honours of the house. We talked of 


Mr. Langton. Johnson, with a warm vehemence of 
affectionate regard, exclaimed, The earth does not 
bear a worthiet man than Bennet Langton.“ We 
saw a good many fine pictures, which I think are 


described in one of Yourfy's Tours.“ There is a 


printed catalogue of them which the housckeeper put 


into my hand; ILshould like to view them at leisure. 


I was much struck with Daniel interpreting. Nebu- 


chadnezzar's dream by Renſbrandt. We were shown 
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also, Goldsmith's Animated Nature; and said, 
« Here's our friend! The e Doctor would have 
been happy to hear of this. 

In our way, Johnson r expressed his love 
of driving ſast in a post- chaisc. If (said he) I bad 


no duties, and no reference to futurity, I would 


spend my life in driving briskly in a post-chaise with 
a pretty woman; but she should be one who could 


understand me, and would add something to the 
conversation.“ I observed, that we were this day 


to stop just where the Highland army did in 1745. 
Jonxsox. “It was a noble attempt.” - BoswELL. 
« I wish we could have an authentick history of it.“ 
Jounsow. © If you were not an idle dog you might 
write it, by collecting from every body what they can 


tell, and putting down your authorities.” Bos wEL“L. 


« But I could not have the advantage of it in my 
life-time.” Jonxsox. © You might have the satis- 
faction of its fame, by printing it in Holland; and 
as to profit, consider how long it was before writing 
came to be considered in a pecuniary view. Baretti 
says, he is the first man that ever received copy- 


money in Italy.“ I said that I would endeayour to 


do what Dr. Johnson suggested; and I thought that 
I might write so as to venture to publish my © His- 
tory of the Civil War in Great-Britain in 1745 and 


D being e n een 


press.“ 
When We arrived at Derby, Dr. Butter accom- 


i that Mer. Haas 


was himself gallantly in the field for the reigning family, in that 


interesting warfare, but is generous enough to do justice to the other 
* — RICE 
3 


- 


life is passed in it; which, although — 


ww 


ane yo thwinaaitiaibyeficibie an? 1 


admired the ingenuity and delicate art with which a 
man fashioned clay into a cup, a baucer, or a tea- 


pot, while a boy turned round a wheel to give the 


mass rotundity. I thought this as excellent in its 


species of power, as making good verses in its speties. 
Vet IJ had no tespect for this potter. Neither, in- 
decd, has a man of any extent of thinking ſor a mere 


verse- maker, in whose numbers, however perfect; . 
there is no poetry, no mind. The china was beau- 
tiſul, but Dr. Johnson justly observed it was 100 


dear; for that he eould have vessels of silver, of the 
same size, as ehenp an bat w. wanne: 
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always have in walking about any town to which Iam 
not aceustomed. There is an immediate sensation f 


of novelty ; and one spedulates on the way in which 


ness every where upon the whole, is 
diversified, The minute divertities i 
are wonderſul. Talking of shaving the gn 
at Dr. Taylor's; Dr. Johnsom said, Sir, of ou 
and $havers, two do not shaye s0 much alike as not 
to be distinguished.“ I thought this not posible, 
till he specified 86 many of the varieties in · dhavitig 3 


holding the razor tore or less perpendicular 5 = 


drawing long or short strokes; beginning at the 
* the ſace, or the under at the right 
Side or the leſt side. Indeed when one considers 
N Variety of $ounds can be uttered by the wind- 


may. be cv 


there may be in the application of a mne by 
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g Wedined with Dr. Bunter, whoxe lody is daughter 
af my cousin Sir Joho-Dauglas,/ whose grandson- is. 
vo pregumptive-heir of the noble; family of Queens- 
berry: Johnson and he had a good deal of medical 
| eonversationJahnson said, be had somewhere or 
3 2 of Dr. Nichols's discourse 
eee n Medill!) He told us that whatever 
2 mans divteniges was, Dr. Nichols would not attend 
[ dim as a physician, if his mind was not at ease; for 
be believed that no! medicines would have any in- 
| REY " fluence. He once attended a wan in trade, upon 
Pp whom be: found none of the medicines: he prescribed 
wma sten da del de ant wis primal 
F . whether his affairs were not in a bad way? She said 
dba. (He comibued his attendanee some time, still 
1 within duccess. At length the man's wiſe told him, 
+. _ , eh&haddizvavered that her huskund'n affairs zeere in 
5 bad way. When Goldatnith was dyüng, Dr. Turton 
* . eaidochim;'* Youn pulse is in greater disorder than 
| OR it bond be, fromthe degree of fever which vou 
da in yourmindatease2-Goldawith ICs 
SI ms not 50} eee To er ene e 
IRE — Mad Duttee want whbi ane 10! 6c 
| _ the e ice Mi Jchn Laube had had 
patentfor; having brought away the dontrivance from 
N | 12 am nat very cohVYergant with. mechanic ks; 
1 2 machine, ad its-multiplied 
TE, ' Bhat brne Gem hn bates Broke this-interview, 
ee i ed eee gp. ame Rr 
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of art, and the pleasures of life, because liſe is un- 


certain and short; but to consider such indifference 


das a failure of reason, a morbiduess af mind; for 


happiness should be cultivated as much as we can, 


and the objects which are instrumental to it should 
be steadily considered as of importance, with! a 
reſerence not only to ourselves, but io multitudes 
in successive _ Fans CE 


mn. Paris, a8 yer * N 5 Laff wil 5 
Ob Sands make the hold, AG make the 


9 
year ;” & I 
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estimation of objects. One moment's' being uneavy 


or not, seems of no consequence; yet this m be 
thought of the next, and the next, and s on, t 
there is a large portion of misery. In the ame way 


one must think of happiness, of learning; af friend - 
ship. We cannot tell the precise moment: wheri 
friendship is formed. As in filing a vessel drop by 
drop, there is at last a drop hieh males it rum overs 


so in a series of kindnesses there is at last one which - 
makes the heart run over. We must not divide 
objects of our attention into mimte parts, and inn 


eparately of each part. It is by;contempliting a 


large mass of human existence, that a nun, while e 
sets a just value on his owhlife, does not think or 


bis death as annibilating all that is great and Flaaring 
in the world, as if actually: cmi in d mind, n- 


_ cording to Berkeley's reverie.: If his imagination bs 
not sickly and feoble, it“ wings its distant way.” faf 


m and views the we in utceazing) 
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We dined with Dr. Butzer, whose lady is daughter 
cf my coin Sir Jai Douglas, Whose grandgon is. 


| now presumpiire heir of the noble. family of Queens- 


berry. Johnson and he had a good. deal of medical 


 eonversation.”Jahnson saicl, be had somewbere or 


other given an acdunt of Dr. Nichols's discourse 
«De, im Media, He told us that whatever 
a man's distemper was; Dr. Nichols would not attend 
him as a physiczan, if his mind was not at ease; for 


he believed that no medicines would have any in- 


fluence, He once attended a man in trade, upon 
whom be found none of the medieines he prescribed 
had any effect; be asked the man's wife privately 
whether his affairs were not in a bad way? She said 
0. He contihued his attendarice: some time, still 
withqut ducces. At length the man's wiſe told him, 
abe hach dizcavercd that her hughand's affairs were in 
4 bad way. When Goldstnith was dying, Dr. Turton 


eaid-to:him;< Loun pulse is in greater disorder than 


it Should be, from the degree: of ſeyer which you 
aer Goldemith answered it 


we vill which Mr. John Lombe had bad « 

patemt ſorꝭ having brought away the tontrivance from 
133 am not very converant with. mechanic ks; 
bat e this machine, and jts-multiplicd 
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of art, and the pleasures of liſt; because lite is Un- 
certain and short; but to consider such | 
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there is a large portion of tnideey. In the same 
one must think of happiness, of learning; df friund- a 
Ship. We cannot tell the precise menent whei 
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happiness should be cultivated-as much as we cane 
and tho objects which are instrumental to it should 

be eadily considered as of importance, with a 
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| 10 the gaoler, if he would let him 


nctivity of every bort. It must be acknowledged, 


however, that Pope 8 plaintive reflection, that al} 
things would be as gay as ever, on the day of his 
death, is natural and common. We are apt to trans- 


ſer to all around us our own gloom, without con- 
_  sidering that at any given point of time there is, 
perhaps, as much youth and gaiety in the world as 


at another. Before I came into this life, in which I 
have had so many pleasant scenes, have not thousands 
and ten thousands of deaths and funerals happened, 
and have not families been in grief ſor their nearest 
relations? But have those dismal circumstances at all 
affected ! Why then should the gloomy scenes 
which I experience, or which I know, affect others? 


Let us guard against imagining that there is an end 
ol felicity upon earth, ee eras, neg 


| or are unbappy. PER 


en that whin come of Dr. 


5 Dodd's piow ends war trying to console him by 
saying that he was going to leave a wretched 
world, be had honesty enough not to join in the 
5 cant —»#No,'rio (aid he,) it bas been a very agree- 
able world to me.“ Johnson added; I respect 

Dodd ſor thus speaking the truth; for, to be sure, 


r 


He told us, . od by 1 


$0; that a thousand pounds were ready to be given 
escape. He added, 


that he knew a friend of Dodd's, who walked about 
| Newgate for some time on the evening before the 
day of his eecution, with five hundred poun«ls in 
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who could get him out: but it was too late; for he ' 
was watched with much cireumspection. He said, = 
Dodd's friends had. an image of him made of Wan, 
which bur uo ben kame n his ee ” a 
believed it was carried into the prison. | 
Johnson disapproved of: Dr; Dodd's W the $1: MS 
world persuaded that The Convict's Address to his 
unhappy Brethren,” was of his on writing. © But, 
Sir, (said I,) you contributed to r ſor 
when Mr. Seward expressed a doubt to you that it 1 
was not Dodd's o, because it had a great deal 4 
more force of mind in it than any thing known. 10 Sl 
be his, you answered Why should you think 802, Wy 
Depend upon it, Sir, when a man knows he. h 


* 
* — * 


— 
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hanged in a fortnight, it concentrates his mind von- Mp 
derfully,” Jonxsox. “ Sir, as Dodd got it from 4 
me to pass as his own, while that W _ 
good, there was an amplied promite that. I should not T 
own it. To own it, therefore, would have been tell- * 


ing a lie, with the addition of breach of promise, 5 3 
which was worte than simply telling a lie to make ĩt 

be believed it was Dodd's. Besides, Sir, 1+ did noʒt 
directly tell a lie: ] left the matter uncertain. Pen. 1 63 
haps I thought that Seward would not believe it bs 


3 


less to be mine ſor what I said : but J wald mot pur 3 
it in his power 70 say I had ned if. i e „„ 

Hle praised Blair's sermons : Now, wid- hey © NN 

_ (willing to let us see be was aware that fashionable — | 

a fame, however deserved, is not always the most datt. 
ing,) *- perhaps, they. hay; atq7be. eee 55 "<4 


Seven years; at at least not after Blair's death.“ APA PE | 2 
_ He said, Fs Galdsmith was a plant Js BS. 95 \ 4:1 8g 
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bim when he was young ; though when he had got 


high in fame, one of his friends began to reeollect 
something of his being distinguished at College. 


75 Goldsmith in the same manner recollected more of 
that friend's early ytars, as he grew a greater man.” 


I mentioned that Lord Monboddo told me, he 
awaked every morning at four, and then for his health 
got up and walked in his room naked, with the 


© window open, which be called taking av if hah ; 
aſter Which he went to bed again, and slept two 


Hours more. Johnson, who was always ready to 
beat don any thing that seemed to be exhibited 


with 4disptoportionate importance, thus observed: 
suppose, Sir, there is no more in it than this, 
he awakes at ſbur, und cannot sleep till he chills 


 (Nitigelf athimiake'the warmth of the bed l 


* 


eneallbtt - WOO e 
Iniliedof the/diovlty of rng in the morving. 


s Dx. Johnson told me; fe that the learned Mrs. Car- 
_ ter, arthat period when she was eager” in study, did 


not awake as early us she wished, and sbe therefore 


hat a contrivunce, thut, at a certain hour, her cham- 
ber ige shouid burn u string to which a heavy 
weight was suspended, which then fell with a strong 


Sudrler noise: this toused ber from sleep, and then 
she had no difficulty in getting up“ But said ht 


PE was my difnaulty: and wisbed there could be some 
wmeddieine invented which would make one rise with- 
out paßt which I never did, unless after lying in bed 

a very ug ume. Perhaps there may be sometbing 
in the stores of Nature which could ds this. I have 


thought" of a pulley to raise me gradually! but that 
would — 1 it would * 1 inter- 
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nal inclination. I would have something that can 
dissipate the vis inertie, and give elasticity to the 


muscles. As I imagine that the human body may 


be put, by the operation of other substances, into any 
state ia which it has ever been; und as I have expe- 
rienced a state in which rising from bed was not dis- 
agreeable, but easy, nay, sometimes a 3 I'sap- 
pose that this state may be produced, if we knew by 


what. We can heat the body, we can cool it; we 


can give it tension or relaxation; and surely it is 

possible n riding dan 

aun ande „e nn, 
Johnson observed, that © a man vhould une wok. 


ficient quantity of sleep which Dr. Mead wys is be- 


tween seven and nine hours.“ I told bim, that Dr. 
Cullen said to me, that a mun should nut take more 
sleep than he can take at once. Jounson. * This 
rule, Sir, cannot hold in all cases; for many people 
have their sleep broken by sickness; and surely, 


Cullen would not have a man to get up, after having 


slept but an hour. Such a regimen would soon end 


e g A Dr. weren eee neee 


2 This regimen Was, \hawever, practinnd by. Bit p Ken, of vhew 
Hawkins Cue Sir Fohy / in his life of that venerab Prelate, page 
4, tells us, * And that neither his study might be the aggressor on 
his hours of instruction, or what he judgedl his duty prevent his im- 


provements ; or both, his closet ad dresses to his Gop he 4rrictly = 


accustomed himself to but one sleep, which, often obliged him to 


rise at one or two of the clock 1 inthe morning, and sometimes o 


er; and grew 80 habitual, that it contirived with him almost till his 
lat illness. And 36 Rvely and chearful was his temper, that he 


ould be very facetious and entertaining to his friends in che even- 


ing, cven when it was perceived that with difficulty he kept his eyes 
open; and then seemed to go to rest with ao other purpose than the 
refresking and enabling bim with more vigour” and chearfulness to 
e "gen Satan a to ant oatea Sn We he 
ran. 9 
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justly, that / a man who does not feel an inclination 


to sleep at the ordinary time, instead of being stronger 


than other people, must not be well; ſor a man in 


health has all the natural — to ut, drink, 


and sleep, in a strong degree.“ | 
Johnson advised me — mak to has in the 


education of my children. © Life, (said be) will not 


bear refinement; you must do as other people do.“ 


As we drove back to Ashbourne, Dr. Jobnson re- 


commended to me, as he had often done, to drink 


water only: * For (said he) you are then sure not 


to get drunk; whereas if you drink wine you are 
never sure. I said, drinking wine was a pleasure 
which I was unwilling to give up. Why, Sir, 


(said he,) there is no doubt that not to drink. wine is 


a. great deduction from life; but it may be neces- 


gary.” He however owned, that in bis opinion a free 


use of wine did not shorten liſe; and said, he would 
not give less for the life of a certain Scotch Lord 


(hom he named) celebrated for hard drinking, than 


ſor that of a sober man. But stay, (said he, with 


his usual intelligence, and accuracy of enquiry,) does 
it take much wine to make him drunk?“ I answered, 


« q great deal either of wine or strong punch. — 

ce Then (said he) that is the worse. I presume to l 
lustrate my friend's observation thus: A. fortress 
which soon surrenders has its walls less shattcred, 


than when a long and obstinate resistance is made.“ 


I ventured to mention a who was as violent 
a Scotsman as he was an Englishman ; and literally 
had the same contempt ſor an Englishman compa- 
red with a Scotsman, that he had for a Scotsman com- 


pared with an Englisbman; and that he would say of 
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the Scotch.“ This seemed, ſor a moment, © to give 


bim pause. It, | perhaps, presented his extreme 


prejudice against the Scotch in a point of view 


somewhat new to him, by the effect of contrast. 


By the time when we returned to Ashbourne, Dr. 
Taylor was gone to bed. Johnson and I sat up a 


long time by ourselves. 


He was much diverted with an article which I 
shewed him in the © Critical Review” of this year, 


giving an account of a curious publication, entitled, 


A spiritual Diary and Soliloquies, by John Rutty, 
M. D.“ Dr. Rutty was one of the people called 
Quakers, a physician of some eminence in Dublin, 
and authour of several works. This Diary, which 
was kept from 1753-to 1775, the year in | which he 
died, and was now published in two volumes octuvo, 


_ . Exhibited, in the simplicity of his heart, a minute and 
honest register of the state of his mind; which, 


though frequently laughable enough, was not more 


— — YI RON 4 | 


with equal fairness, 


Reviewers : 


The ee nen were 23 by he 


« « Tenth wanth, 1753, 
4 23, Indulgence in bed an 5 too long. 


Twelfth month, 17. An hypochondriack ow | 


bilation from wind and indigestion. 
« Ninth month, 28, An-over-dose of whiaky. ? 
* 29. A dull, cross, cholerick day. 


First month, 1757—22, A little not. din- 


ver and A 


«31, Dogged on provocation. 7 wy C 
eee month, 5. * dogged or werben. 


: 
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14. Snappish- on fästing. | 

A 236. Curied mappibneas to thowe vader we, on ET 

a hoddy i mdispoaition. 

„ Third month, 11. on Ane eee 

dumb resentment for two days, inaced of —— 
e Scolded too vehemently. | en e IG 


11 


23. Dogged again. le- f aol! | 
þ « Fourth ooh! 29. Mechanically and a e 
| os fl 
Johnson knghed heartily at this: good Quigtiz's 
eddi minutes; particularly ut bis men- 
mae with such à serious regret; occasidnal instan- 
Ces of unn in eating, and doggaluest of tent 
per. He thought the observations of the Critical 
[Reviewers upon the importance of a man to him- 
«cif so ingenious and so well ond gere re en 
dere iniadnoe hen.” NK e ct 
After observing, at cee enten wh 
-have guined eee by ee From wor. 
Actions, they say, t 0 IO KT de ü 
We may reduce e hee ih Ih 
_ the frit we have Inlius Cesar: he relates bis ow: 
transactions; but he relates them with peculiar grace 
and dignity, and his narrative is supported hy the 
 greatness of his character and atehievements. In the 
5 tercon class we have Marcus Antoninus : this writer 
wms piven Us u Series of reflections ou his own liſe; 
but his sebtiments are so noble, his morality 50 
sublime, that his mpeditations are yiniversally ad- 
mired. In the third class we have some others 
* tolerable *credit,” who haye given | importarice 
to their own private history by an Htermixture 
of literary anecdotes, and the occurrences: of their 
Dank 1 88 2 amt — Huelius has . an 
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entertaining volume upon this plan, De rehus ad 
eum per tinentibus.” In the, fourth class we have the 


Journalists, temporal and spiritual: Elias Ashmole, 


William Lilly, George Whitefield, John Wesley, and 


a thousagd other old women e fanatick writers of | 
memoirs and meditations.” 

I mentioned to him that / Dr. Hugh Blair, i in his 
lectures on Rhetorick and Belles Lettres, which 1 
heard him deliver at Edinburgh, had animadverted 


on the Johnsonian style as too pompous; and at- 


tempted to imitate it, by giving a sentence of Addi 


son in “ The Spectator,” No. 411, in the manner of: - 


Johnson. When treating of the utility of the plea- 


sures of imagination in preserving us from vide, it is | 


observed of those who: know not how to be idle 


and innocent,” that their very first step out of bu- 
siness is into vice or folly ;” which Dr. Rlair suppo- 


sed would have been expressed in © The Rambler,” 


thus: * Their very first step out of the regions of 
business is into, the perturbation of vice, or the va- 


cuity of folly.” ' Jouxsox. Sir, these are not che 


words J should have used. No, Sir; the imitators 


of my style have have not lit it. Mies Aikin has 


done it the best; ſor she has imitated the Sentiment 


as well as the diction,” 


| . r e eee in various 


Fr exhibit 


( WhenDe fake pubiched bis „ee Fe NN EI 
attacked for having omitted his censure on Johnsons *tyle, and, on 
the contrary, praising it highly, But before that time Johnson's 
« Lives of the Poets had appeared, in which his style was congider. 


_ ably easier, than when he wrote * The Rambler.” It would, 


9 89 hve been Jute to have . it. 


therefore, have been uncandid in Blair, even. 5upposipg " * ; 
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modes; some earicaturing or mimicking it, and 


some formed upon it, whether intentionally or with a 
degree of'similarity to it, of which, TP, the wri- 
. ters were not conscious. 


In Baretti's Review, which 0 published in holy, 
under the title of © Frustra Letteraria,” it is observed, 


chat Dr, Robertson the historian-had formed his style 


upon that of I celebre Sanmele Folnison. My 


friend himself was of that opinion; for he once said 


to me, in a pleasant humour, Sir, if Robertson's 


Style be faulty, he owes it to me; alt is, having 100 
many words, and those too big ones.” 


I read to-bim a letter which Lord Monboddo bad 
written to me, containing some critical remarks upon 
the style of his © Journey to the Western Islands ot 
Scotland.“ His Lordship praised the very fine pas- 


auge apes dung: at W but his own style 


„WR ata os menen 8 
once the luminary of the Caledonian regions, whence savage clans 


and roving batbarians derived the benefits of knowledge, and the 


blessings of religion. To abstract the mind from all local emotion 
would be impossible, if it were endeavoured, and would be foolish» 


iſ it were possible. Whatever withdraws us from the power of our 


senses, Whatever makes the past, the distant, or the future, predomi. 
nate over the present, advances us in the dignity of thinking beings. 
Far from me, and from my friends, be such frigid philosophy, as 

conduct us, indifferent and uhmoved, ever any ground which 
has been dignified by wisdom, bravery, or virtue. The man is little 
to be envied, whose patriotism would not gain force upon the plain 


of Marathon, or hose piety would not grow warmer among the 


| ruins of Iona.” 


© Had our Tour produced nothing ele bat this snblime paczage, the 


world must have acknowledged that it was not made in Vain. Sir 


Joseph Banks, the present respectable. President of the Royal Society, 
told me, he was 50 much struck on reading it, that. he clasped his 


* *  - hands together, ö enen 1555 


— 
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being exceedingly dry and hard, he n of 


the richness of Johnson's language, and of bis fre- 
2 use of —— e. JonxSsOxN. 


8 le, — words, or words too o dig for the 


thoughts, could be pointed out: but this I do not 
believe can be done. For instance: in the passage 
which Lord Monbqddo admires, We were now 
treading that illustrious region, the word iUustrious; 
contributes nothing to the mere narration ; ſor the 
fact might be told without it: but ĩt is not, thereſore; 
zuperfluous; for it wakes the mind to peculiar atten _ 


tion, where somethiüg of more than usual impor- 
tance is to be presented. Illustrious l ſot what 2 


and then the sentence proceeds to expand the eircum- 


stances connected with lona. And, Sir, as to meta- 


phorical expression, that" is 1 is; great excellence i in 


Style, when it is used with propriety, for it gives you 
two ideas for one; conveys the meaning mote _ 
| noodly;, and generally with a perception of delight.” 
He toll me, that he had been asked 6 wide 
the new edition, of the Biagraphis Britannica, unt 


had declined it; which he afterwards said ta me he 


regretted. In- this rogret many will join, because it 
would have procured us more of Johnsor's' wet 
delightful species of writing and although m 
_ mend Dr. — 
judiciously, distinctly, and with more inpattiality 


than might have been expected from a Separatise, W 


were to have been Visbed that 'the guperigtendanes * 
_ ofthis literary. Temple of: Fame, had — / 
to a friend to the constitution in Churchand stats 
s * should not then have had it to much'crowded 


. Ry doubtles" * 
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8 8 Broughton the learned Puri 
5 Amar Hugh: tan, 
Simon Ne, Joseph, Boyse of Dublin, Thomas Cartwright the 


at . te 


amongst the most eminent persons who have flou- 


©" pighedin Great«Britain and Ireland.“ 


On Saturday, September 20, aft ref, when 


> of * * "Ty 58 
wel % Re welt DIET OE . ee 


temper, which marks his character, set me right, I now with 
on retract it ; and J desire it may be particularly observed, 


u pointed out by him to me, that, The new lives of dissenting 


Divines, in the fret four volumes of the 'second edition of the 
:are those of John Abernethy, Thomas 


learned Patitan, and Samvel Chandler. The only doubt 1 have 


Feuer hard suggested is, whether there dhould have been an article 
e Dr. Aen. Aut I wos convinced, and amn till convinced, that 
be waz entitled to one, from the reality of hig learning, and the ex. 


cellent and candid nature of his practical writings. 


"x The new lives of clergymen of the church of Edpland, in the 


eme four voldimes, are. n follows :*-Joln Balguy, Edward Bentham, 
George Beckley Bizhop"of-Cloyne, William” Berriman, - Thomas 


| eee James Bradley, Thomas 
| oxeph Butler Bizhop of 
855 "Edmund Castell, Edmund Chishull, Charles 


ohn Brown, John Burton, 


— 5 Clarke, Robert Clayton Bishop of Ciogber 
' Jobs Ccoybaare Billivp'6f Haste, Govtge Costard, and Ma 


. Orell, I am not eonecions:(22ys Dr. K ippis) 6f apy partiality 


in conducting the work. I; would not willingly insert a Dissenting 


; Minister that does not j justly deserve to be noticed, or omit an estab. 
ae een tt e Nt U adi fine, 1-shall not 
tet oh 


be de- 


ea tar i oe 515 8 


| om 


ne of tae); ectaldizbed'at/ the revolution, bot 
_— eee 
Fae * b 


teen 68. 
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- joined-- But in justice 60 Pr. Kippig, who with that manly candid 


Dissenter into the Biographia, When I am 
eee writ- | 
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Taylor was gone out to his ſumm, Wise 


had a serious conveteation by ourselves on melancholy”. | 
and madness; which he was, I abways' "thought, _ | 
N erroneously inelined to oonſonnd together. | Melan- | ] 
. choly, like “ great wit, —_— near allied __ | 
N madness; but there is, in my opinzon, a tistinet | 
Separation between them. nn 
| ness, be was to be underßtobd as penking of those ' 
. who were in any great degree dis turbed, or as it is | 
common expressed, „ troubled im mind; Some: - 1 
g of the ancient phitocophers held/ that all deristiouse | 
from'rightreagon were madneso i and-whoever withesd © | 
| to Se the opimons both of :dncients/and/moderns — | 
N m subject, collected andi illustrated With x 5 | 
= T Arngld'Svery 
: <a e Wer. {52-1504 01 465444969 ors bly rele | - \ 
5 Johnson said, '®: -ladman loves t be with pe- 
N ple whem he feats; not us u dog ſcdis be , b 
3 of whony he stands in awe,” Twas alruck with the» 
Iustice of this observattom To be with thow of _ 4 
whom a person, -whoee mind i wavering uhd'dejert — ' Þ} | 
8-2 ed, stands in We, represses and composes an . WRT 
| tumult of Spirits, and  congales him with the. cu: "8 4 
; templation —— 5omething Sieady,-and, 5 Gy 7 
| paratively great.” Shugo trac, Nee 2041: eee 0 3 
He added, Madinen are all Sen ee lows. - 4 
Stages of the distemper.... They.ave, err it anti „ 
cations to. . ahd divert ihair gta = 
e Jen een il, I eee, 1 
"HIS 1 50 nt Bet ode e & bi ee at IR — | 3 
fr « « Obuervations  Tnoanizg;” by Thomas A l. N. Lane + | 
_— Kay? n; 85 MAS dran Þ d 490 ig 1rd - - =. | 
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n pain.“ Einployment, Sir, and hard- 
ships, prevent melancholy. Suppose-iu all our army 
in America there was not one man who went mad.” 
We entered seriqusly upon a question of much 
importance to me, Which Johnson was pleased to 
consider with friendly attention. I bad long com- 
plained to him that I felt. myself discontented in 
Scotland, as too narrow a sphere, and that I wished 
to make my chief fesidence in London, the great 
3 ene of ambition, instruction, and amusement: a 
sene, which was to me, comparutively speaking, a 
heaven upon earth. Jonnon: - Why, Sir, I never 
knew any one who had such a grgt ſor London as 
b and I cannot blame you for your: wish to 
there: yet, Sir, were I in your father's place, I 
chould not consent to your settling thae; for I have 
the ol feudal notions, and I should be afraid that 
Auchinleck would. be deserted, as y0u would soon + 
find it more desirable to have 4 country-seat in a 
better climate. IL own, however, that to consider it 
20 a dul to reaide on a family estate 1s prejudice ; 


We wal fk Win chose "unfortunate x persons, ' who 

1 evil Spirits, (which, after all, I think is the most 

| probable cause of madiiess, as Wits first suggested to me by my re- 

. qpectable friend Sir John Pringle,) h. d recourse to pain, tearing them- 

2 and jumping sometimes into the fire, sometimes into the 

a Nr., Seward has furnighed' me with a remarkable anecdote 

© 1 U r of Dr. Johnson s obset Vatibn,' A tradestben, who 

— . and 

FB e His mind, being without its uqual oc- 
Patio: pothisg else to amp ply its » preyed 

ittelf, 50 l en 1 

- veized with the stone; and à friend who found him in one of its 

| voveredt fiir, having exprexced his concern, #* No, no, Sir, (said he) 


dt pity me; . 
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no doubt, maintain ſollowers while living 
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* we must consider, that workitig- people get em- 


ployment equally, and the 28463 of land is sold 
equally, whetlier a great family resides at home or 


not; and if the rents of an estate be carried to Lon- 


don, they return again in the circulation of com- 


merce; nay, Sir,” we must perhaps allow, that car- 
rying the rents to a distance is a good, because it 
contributes to that circulation. We muzt; however, 
allow, that a well-regulated great family may improve 
a neighbourhood iu civility and elegance, and give 
an example of good order, virtue, and piety : and 80 
its residence at home may be of much advantage. 


But if a great family be disorderly and vicions, its 


residence at home is very pernicious to a 1::i2bour- 
hood. There is not now the same inducement to 


live in the country as formerly; the pleasures of so- 
cial life are much better enjoyed in town; and there 


is no longer in the country that power and influ- 
ence in proprietors of land which they had in old 
times, and which made the country s0 agreeable to 


them. The Laird of Auchinleck now is not near 80 


er ee eee = hun 


dred years ago. ENTS eee 
en tut debit wy aac” never went 


from home without being attended by thirty men on 


horseback. Johnson's shrewdness and spirit of en- 


quiry were exerted upon every occasion. . Pray (aid 
he,) how did your ancestor support his thirty men and 


thirty horses, when he went at a distance from home,” 
in an age when there was hardly any money in cireu- 
lation?“ I suggested the same difficulty to a friend, 
who mentioned Douglas's going to the Holy Land 


with a numerous train of followers. Douglas cbüld, 
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194 THE LITE or LArar. 68. 
upon his own lands, the produce of which supplied 
them with food ; but be could not carry that food to 
the Holy Land; and as there was no commerce by 
which he could be supplied with money, how cd 


he maintain them in foreign countries? 


I suggested a doubt, that if I a dn 
London, the exquisite zest with. which I relished it 
in occasional visits might go off, and I might grow 


tired of it, Jonxsox. Why, Sir, you find no man, 


at all in;ellectual, who is. willing to leave London. 
No, Sir, when © man is tired of London, he is tired 
of Liſe; ſor there is in London: Wh: thet . 
afford. 7 

Toobviate his een Ke ing by babe gin 8 
don I might desert the seat of my ancestors, I assured 


him, that I had old feudal prineiples to a degree of 


enthusiasm; and that I felt all the dulcedo of the na- 
tale solum. I reminded him, chat the Laird of Au- 


_ chinleck had an elegant house, in front of which he 
could ride ten miles forward upon his own territories, 


upon which he had upwards of six hundred people 
attached to him; that the family seat was rich in 
natural romantick beauties of rock, wood, and water; 


and that in my morn of life“ I had appropriated 
certain scenes there, which were thus associated in 
my mind. That when all this was considered, 1 
should certainly pass a part of the year at home, and 


enjoy it the more from variety, and from bringing 


with me a share of the intellectual stores of the me- 


tropolis. He Jntened o all ths, and kindly « bopod 
it might be as I now supposed. 
He said, A country. gentleman aback heing his 
lady to visit London as soon as he can, chat they 
0 14 
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_ 8ary to preserye. the mind from wearying and growing 
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may have agreeable. topicks for conversation whe 
they are by themselves.“ 


As I meditated trying my fortune in Wella dene 
Hall, our conversation turned upon the profession of 
the law in England. Jonxsov. Lou must not 


indulge tog sanguine hopes, should you be called to 


our bar. I was told, by a very sensible Lawyer, that 
there are a great many chances against any man's 


success in the profession of the law; the candidates 


are so numerous, and those who get large practice 80 
few. He said, it was by no means true that a man 
of good parts and application is sure of having busi- 
ness, though, he, indeed, allowed that if soch a man 
could but appear in 8 few causes, his merit would be 
known, and he would get ſorward; but that che 
great riak was, that a man might pass half a life-time 


in the Courts, and never have an RI ler hows: 


ing his abilities,” * - » 
We talked of employment e abeolutely neces- 


fretſul, especially in those who: have a tendency to 


melancholy; and I mentioned to him a saying which 


somebody had related. of an American savage, who, 
when an European was expatiating on all the advan- 
tages of money, put this question: Will it purchase 


| oYenpation ? Jonxsoxv. © Depend upon it, Sir, this 


» 8 * eee aincs this conmenatign 
passed, the observation which 1 have had an opportunity of waking 


| in Westminster Hall, has convinced me, that, however true the 


opinion of Dr. Johnson's legal friend may have' been some time ago, 


the came certainty of guccess cannot now be promised to the came 
display of merit. The reasons, however, of the rapid rise of ame, 


and the disappointment of others equally respectable, are such as 


it might seem invidious to mention, and n ls a 222 de- 


tail chan would be proper for this work, 
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THE LIFE OF [Erar. 68. 
saying is too refined for a savage. And, Sir, money 
will purchase occupation; it will purchase all the con- 
veniencies of life ; it will purchase variety of com- 
pany; it will purchase all sorts of entertainment.“ 

I talked to him of Forster's © Voyage to the South 
Seas,” which pleased me; but I found he did not 
like it. “Sir, (said he,) there is a great affectation of 
fine writing in it.” BoswRLL. But he carries you 
along with him.“ Jounsox. © No, Sir; he does not 
carry me along with him: he leaves me behind him: 
or rather, indeed, he sets me before him; for he 
makes me turn over many leaves at a time. 

On Sunday, September 12, we went to the church 
of Ashbourne, which is one of the largest and most 
luminous that I have seen in any town of the same 
size. I felt great satisfaction in considering that I 
was supported in my fondness for solemn publick 
worship by the ee concurrence and munifioence 
of man kind. LY 

Johnson and Taylor w were 80 different from each 
other, that I wondered at their preserving an intima- 
cy. Their having been at school and college toge- 
ther, might, in some degree, account for this; but 
Sir Johsua Reynolds has furnished me with a stronger 
reason; for Johnson. mentioned” to him, that he had 
been told by Taylor he was to be his heir. I sball 
not take upon me to aniinadyert upon this; but cer- 
tain it is, that Johnson paid great attention to Tay- 
lor. He now, however, said to me, Sir, I love 
him; but I do not love him more; my regard for 
him does not increase. As it is said in the Apocry- 
Pha, dis un 19 of dullocks: I do not suppose he is 


7, Beckie hap. aii. . 25. The whole chapter may 4 
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very fond of my company. His - habits arg by no 
means sufficiently clerical : this he knows that I see; 


and no man likes to live under 1 ops: of mn 


disapprobation.” | 
I have no doubt that a Fay many sermons were 
composed for Taylor by Johnson. At this time I 
found, upon his table, a part of one which he had 
newly begun to write: and Concio pro Tayloro ap- 
pears in one of his diaries. When to these circum- 
stances we add the internal evidence from the power 
of thinking and style, in the collection which the 


Reverend Mr. Hayes has published, with the s:gmpi-  - 
cant title of Sermons left for publication by the Re- 


verend John wy __ D. our conviction * 80 
complete. 

I, however, i not end it ieee * Dr. 
Taylor, though he could not write like Johnson, (as, 


indeed, who could ?) did not sometimes compose ser- 


mons as good as those which we generally have from 
very respectable divines. He shewed me one with 


notes on the margin in Johnson's hand-writing; 


and I was present when he read another to Johnson, 
that he might have his opinion of it, and Johnson said 
it was yery well.“ These, we may be sure, were 


not Johnson's; dor he n above little arts, or tro 2 


of deception. 
Johnson was by no means 40 opinions: that every 
; ee learned profession should consider ' it as in- 
. cumbent upon him, or as necessary to his credit, to 


appear as an author, When in the ardour of ambi- 


tion for literary fame, I regretted to hin one day that 
an eminent Judge had nothing of it, and therefore 


hs hl admirable illutiation cf. the soperioricy of eurinated 
minds over 6 
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Johxsox. I do not agree with him, Sir, in this. 
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_ would leave no perpetual monument of himself to 


posterity. ' Alas, Sir, (aid Johnson) what a mass of 
con ſusion should we have; if every Bishop, and every 
Judge, every en ere and n were to 


| write books.” 


1 wenddonel to e eee eee | 


very strong mind, who had little of that tenderness 


which is common to human nature; as an-mstance 
of which, when I suggested to him that be should 
invite his son, who had been settled ten years in ſo- 
reign parts, to come home and pay him a visit, his an- 
swer was. No, no, let him mind his business.“ 


Getting money is not all 4. man's business: to culti- 
nen is r e 1 business of | 
fe.“ | aware | 


In enen ak legion god spirits, 
entertained us with several chartcterictioal Portraits, 


' I regret that any of them eseaped my retention and 
diligence. I found, from experience, that to collect 


my friend's conversation so as to exhibit it with any 
degree of its original flavour, it was necessary to write 
some distance of time, was like preserving or pick- 
ling long- kept and faded fruits, or other vegetables, 
which, when in that state, have om ER of 


| their taste when fresh. 


Isshall present my readers with a er 1 
gat ord this evening from the Johnsonian garden. 

My friend, the late Earl of Corke, bad a great 
e to maintain the literary character of his family: 
he was a genteel man, but did not kbep up the dig- 


nity of his rank. He was 80 Ln civil, that r no- 
body thatiked him for it.“ 5 N 
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Did we not hear so much said of Jack Wilkes, 
we should think more highly of his conversation. 
Jack has great variety of talk, Jack is a scholar, and 
Jack has the manners of a gentleman. But after 
hearing his name sounded from pole to pole, as the 
pheenix of convivial felicity, we are disappointed in 
his company. He has always been at me? but 1 
would do Jack a — rather thin not. The 
contest is no over.” 


1 — eobvertttitt has action and 


elegance : Foote makes you laugh more ; but Foote 


company. He, indeed, well deserves his hire.” 


has the air of a buffoon paid for entertaining the 


_ -** Colley Cibber once consulted me as to one of 5 


bis birth- day Odes, a long time before it was wanted. 
I objected very freely to severul passages. Cibber 
lost patience, and would not read his Ode to an end. 
When we had done with criticism, we walked over 
to Richard&on's; the authour of Clarissa, and I 
wondered to find Richardson displeased that T * &id 
not treat Cibber with more respert.” Now, Sir, to 
talk of respect for a player 7” (stniling disdainfully). 
BoswzLL. There, Sir, you are e heretital: 
you never will allow merit to a player.” Jounsow. 
“Merit, Sir! what merit? Do you respect a rope- 
dancer, or a ballad-singer ?” BoswzLIE. * No, Sir: 


but we respect a great player, a en Who em 


conceive lofty sentiments, and can express thetn 
graceſully. “ Johnson. © What, Sir, a fellow who 
claps u hutnp on his back, and a lump on his leg, 
and ofies,” am Rithard the Third ?P Nay, Sir, a 
| inger is a higher man, for he does two things; 
W chere is both recitation and 


* 1 ” A 
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musick in his performance : the player only recites.” 
BoswgLLI. My dear Sir! you may turn any thing 
into ridicule. I allow, that a player of farce is not 
entitled to respect; he does a little thing: but he 
who can represent exalted characters, and touch the 
noblest passions, has very respectable powers; and 
mankind have agreed in admiring great talents for 
the stage. We must consider, too, that a great 
player does what very ſew are capable to do: his art 
is a very rare faculty. ho can repeat Hamlet's 
soliloquy, © To be, or not to be, as Garrick does 
it?“ Jounson, “ Any body may. Jemmy, there 
(a boy about eight years old, who was in the room) 
will do it as well in a week.“ BoswgLr. No, no, 
Sir: and as a proof of the merit of great acting, and 
of the value which mankind set upon it, Garrick bas 
got a hundred thousand pounds.“ JohNSsON. « Is 


getting a hundred thousand pounds a proof of ex- 


cellence ? I anden done 15 enn com. 
missary. 0 

This was most * W wy Was gur, 
for once, that I had the best side of the argument. 


I boldly maintained the just distinction between a 
tragedian and a mere theatrical droll; between those 


who rouse our terrour and pity, and those who only 
make us laugh, * If (said 1) Betterton and Foote 
were to walk into this room, you would respect 
Betterton much more than Foote.” JokxsOoN. If 


Betterton were to walk into this room with Foote, 
Foote would soon drive him out of it. Foote, Sir, 
guatenus Foote, has powers superiour to them all.. 


On Monday, September 22, when at breakfast, 1 
unguardedly said to Dr. Johnson, © 1 wish I Sa. you 
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and Mrs, Macaulay together.” He grew very angry; 
and, after a pause, while a cloud gathered on his 
brow, he burst out, (No, Sir; you would not see 


us quarrel, to make you sport. Don't you know 5 
that it is very uncivil to pit two people against one 


another?“ Then, checking himself, and wishing to 
be more gentle, he added, * I do not say you should 


be hanged or drowned for this; but it is very un- 


civil.“ Dr. Taylor thought him in the wrong, and 
spoke to bim privately of it; but I aſterwards ac- 


knowledged to Johnson that. L. was to blame, for 


candidly owned, that L meant to express a desire 10 
set a contest between Mrs. Macaulay and him z but 
then I knew how the contest would end; so that I 


was to see him triumph. 5 Jonxsox. Sir, yon can- 
not be sure how a contest will end; and no man has 


a right to engage two people in à dispute by which 
their passions ray be inflamed, and they may part 


with bitter resentment against each: other. IL would 


sooner keep company with a man from him I must 
guard my pockets, than with a man h⁰ entries I 


bring me into a dispute with somebody that heimay 
hear it. Tbis is the great fault of.. = ne 

one of our friends) endeavouring to intradute a . 
ject upon which he knows wo ppl in the 


differ,” Boche But he told me. Sig, berdoes 
it for instruction. Jon, „ Whatever ine mo- 
tive be, Sir, the man h does so foes very witong. 
He has no more tight to! instruct himself at , 
risk, than he has to make two people fh. a due, 


that he may learn how to deſend bimiself. e aun 
He found great fault with a gentleman of our ac- 


| quaintance for . a bad table, , " Sur, 0 | 
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when a man is invited to dinner, he is disappointed 
if he does not get something good. I advised Mrs. 
Thrale, who has no card- parties at her house, to give 
vweet-meats, and such good things, in an evening, 


as are not commonly given, and she would find 


company enough come to her; for every body loves 


to have things which please the palate put in their 


way, without trouble or preparation.” Such was his 
attention to the minuie of life and manners. 


Ho thus characterized the Duke of Devonshire, 


grandfather of the present representative of that very 
respectuble family : * He was not a man of superi jour 


abilities, but he was a man strictly faithful to his 
word; If, for instance, he had promised you an 


acorn;-and none had grown that year in his woods, 
he would not have eontented himself with that 
encute; he would have sent to Denmark for it. So 
unconditional was be in keeping his word; so high 
us to the point of Honour.“ This was a liberal testi- 
mony from eee eee to the virtue or a __ 
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Mr. Burke's- W tothe Sharif of ee 
bats affairs of Ameriba, being mentioned, Johnson 


_ cenmnired the composition much, and he ridiculed 


me afin tion of a free government, 442. © For any 
proctical purpose, it is What the people think so.. 


ei let'the King of Franet govern me on those 


eondivoris, (said he,) for it is to be governed just as 
please And wen Dr. Taylor talked of a girl 


being sont 10 u parisb -workhoust; und asked how 
much sbe obuld' be obliged e yy (wid 
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(Johnson,) as much as is reusonable: and what Is 
that? as much as she thinks reasonable. uch 


Dr. Johnsom obligingly proposed to carry me to 
see Islum, a rotmantick scene, now belonging to 4 


aniily'of the name of Port, but fortnerly the seat of 


the Congreves. I suppose it is well described in some 


of the Tours. Johnson described it distinetly and 
vividly, at which I could not but express to him r 
wonder; because, though my eyes, as he observed, 
were better than his, I could not by any means equal 
him in representing visible objects. © I'mid, the dif 
ference between us in this respect was as that between 


a man who has a bad instrument, but plays well on 


it, and a man who Has . on which 


* can play very imperfeetly. en 181 


I tecollect a very fine npitheatrs, eurtdumded 
with hills covered with woods,” and walks neath 
rormed' along the side of a rocky steep, on the 
ter next the house, with 'recessts under 1 — 
of rock, overshadowed with trees; in one bf "which 
recesses, we were told, Congreve wrote his * Old 


Bachelor,” We viewed a remarkable natural euri- 


city at Islum two rivets bursting neat ench othef 
from the rock, not from iiththediate-prings, but after 


having run ſor many miles under ground. Pitt, m 


his „ History of Staffordshire, c gives ad det Out bf 


this curiosity; but Johnson would nok believe"; 
though we hatt the” attestatien ef the gardener, ud 
<p 


said, be had put in” corks,” where the tier 
einks into the ground, and mad Cstebed them ih 
netz placed before one of the« where the 
water Pursts out. Indeed, sch subterraneoun 


ee 0 ban 38. Page 89 Gan md d 


a8 we 4 „ For ii; 


———ů ů—— ů 2 


n wenne or ta 


courses of mene, . in various. Nef 
globe. 1 1 

„ De of. Dr, Jobizon e ene tobeleve 
8 things, I ventured to say, Sir, you 
come near Hume's argument against miracles, 
That it is more probable witnesses should lie, or 
be mistaken, than that they should happen.“ Jonx- 
son. Why, Sir, Hume, taking the proposition 


simply, is right. But the Christian revelation is not 


proved by the miracles alone, but as connected with 
prophesies, and with the doctrines in amen of 


Wen the miracles were wroug bt. 


He repeated his observation, that the 5 
among Christians ere really of no consequence. For 
instance, (said he,) if a Protestant objects to a Papist, 
Jou worship images; the Papist can answer, I do 
not insist on your doing it; you may be a very good 


|  Papist without it: I do it ouly as a help to my de- 


Votion. I said, the great article of Christianity is 


the revelation of nne. wg ee 
. Was. JJC po; 

In the evening, een Ae was cn 
visit at Dr. Taylor's; attempted to dispute with 


Johnson in favour, of. Mungo Campbell, who shot 
Alexander, Earl of Eghntoune, upen bis baving 


fallen, when, retreating from his Lordship, who he 


believed as about 0 Seize. bis gun, as be bad 


threatened: to do. He said, be should have done just 
es Campbell did. Jonxsox; „ Whoever, would do 
as Campbell did, deserves to be hanged; not that I 
cold, as a juryman, have ſound him legally guilty 

of murders; but I. am, glad they found means to 


+ See Plott's © History of Staudte, es and the autho- 
OO ny Fo | 
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conviet him.“ The gentleman- farmer said, © 'A'poor 
man has as much honour as a rich man; and Camp- 
bell had hat to defend.“ Johnson exclaimed, R 
poor man has no honour.” The English yeoman, not 

dismayed, procceded: “ Lord Eglintoune Was a 
damned fool to run on upon Campbell, aſter being 
warned that Campbell would shoot him if he did“ 


5 Johnson, who could not bear any thing like swear- 
ing, angrily replied, He was not à dummad ſool: 

: be only thought too well of Campbell. He dd 
dot believe Campbell would be such a dumme scoun- 
£ drel, as to do so danmed a thing.“ His emphasis 

f on Jamned,; accompanied with frowning looks, re- 
proved his opponent's want of decorum in his presence, 
: Talking of the danger of being mortiſied by re- 

5 jection, when making approaches to the acquaint- 
j ance of the great, I observed, I am, however, 

; generally for trying, Nothing venture, nothing 
| have.“ Jonngon; © Very true, Sir; but I have 
; always been more afraid of failing, than hopeful of 


success. And, indeed, though he had all just re- 
5 for rank, no man menen, | 
Diving this Wande at e e 3 
seemed to be more uniformly social, cheerful, and 
alert, than I had almost ever scen him. He was 
prompt on great occasions and on small. Taylor, 
who praised every thing of his own to excess, in 
short, whose geese were all swans, as the proverb. 
says, expatiated on the excellence of his bull-dog, 
which he told us, was © perfectly well shaped. 
Johnson, after examining” the animal -attentiyely, 
thus repregsed the yain-glory of our host: “ No, 
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Sir, ha is not well shaped; for there is not the quick 
trangition from the thickness of the fore- part, to the 


temuty the thin part — behind, Which a bull-dag 


ought to bave.“ This erty, was the only hard 
Word that I heard him use during this interview, 
end it will be observed, he instantly put another 


expression in its place. Taylor said, a small bull- 


dog was as good as a large one. JohxsoN. ( No, 
Sir for, in proportion to his size, he has strepgth: 
and your argument would prove, that a good bull- 
dag may be as small as a mouse.” It was amazing 


bow he entered with perspicuity and keenness upon 


every thing that occurred in conversation- Most 
men, hom I know, would;.po more think of dis- 
e eee eee than of. ongck- 
ing a bull. 

i eee e 1 ae flo 
in my memory concerning the gre@} subject of this 
work to be lost. Though a small particular may 
appear triſſing to some, it will be relisbed by others; 
while every little spark adds something to the general 
blaze: and 10 please the true, candid, warm ad- 
mirers of Johnson, and in any degree jnerease the 
splendour of his reputation, I bid defiance to the 
shaſts of ridicule, or even of malignity. Showers 
of +bern haya been discharged at my * Journal of 


a Tour to the Hebrides ;” yet it still sails unhurt 
F 


Johuson, 2 4 


„ Pupvugs the viumph, ia pariakes 15 be- 1 
- One.morning after breakfast, when the un chove | 


| bright; -376-walked out together, and &-pored” for 
9 ana 
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some time with placid indolence upon an artificial 
water-fall, which Dr. Taylor had made by building 
a strong _ of stone across the river behind the 
garden. It was now somewhat obstructed by 
branches of trees and other rybbish, which had 
come down the river, and settled close to it. John- 
son, partly from a desire to see it play more freely, 
and partly from that inelination to activity which will 
animate, at times, the most inert and sluggish mortal, 
took a long pole which was lying on a bank, and 
pushed down several parcels of this wreck with pain- 
ful assiduity, while I stood quietly by, wondering to 
behold the sage thus curiously employed, and smil- 
ing with an humorous satisfaction each time when 
he carried his point. He worked till he was quite 
out of breath; and having found a large dead cat 80 
beavy that he could not move it aſter several efforts, 
* Come,” said he; (throwing down the pole,) * 5 
shall take it * which I accordingly did, and 
being a fresh man, soon made the cat tumble over 
t the cascade. This may be laughed at as too trifling 
to record; but it is a small characteristick trait iu 
the Flemit picture which I give of my friend, and in 
which, therefore, I mark the most minute particulars. 
And let it be remembered, that Esop at play” is 
one of the instructive apologues of antiquity. 

I mentioned an old gentleman of our acquaintance. 
whose memory was beginning to fail, Jounsov. 
There must be a diseased mind, where there is a 
failure of memory at seventy. A man's head, Sir, 
must be morbid, if he fails so soon.“ My friend, 
being now himself sixty-eight, might think thus: 

buy Ti ths that /hreescore and ten, the Paalmigt's. 
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THE LITE OF [Erar. 68. 
period of sound human life in later ages, may have a 
ſailure, though there be no disease in the constitu- 
Nen e ad e e e 

Talking of Rochester's Poems, he said, be had 


given them to Mr. Steevens to castrate “ for the 


edition of the poets, to which he was to write Pre- 
faces. Dr. Taylor (the only time I ever heard him 
say any thing witty)* observed, that “if Rochester 
had been castrated himself, his exceptionable poems 


would not have been written.“ I asked if Burnet 


had not given a good Life of Rochester. Jonxsox. 
* We have a good Death : there is not much Life.” 


asked whether Prior's Poems were to be printed 


entire: Johnson said they were. I mentioned Lord 


HFailes's censure of Prior, in his Preface to à collec- 


ton of * Sacred Poems, by various hands, pub- 


lished by him at Edinburgh a great many years ago, 


where he mentions, © those impure tales which will 
be theeternal opprobrium of their ingenious authour.“ 
Jonxsox. Sir, Lord Hailes has ſorgot. There is 

nothing in Prior that will excite to lewdness. If 

Lord Hailes thinks there is, he must be more com- 
bustible than other people.“ I instanced the tale of 
Paulo Purganti and his Wife.” Jonxsox. “ Sir, 


there is nothing there, but that his wife wanted to be 


kissed, when poor Paulo was out of pocket. No, 

Sir, Prior is a lady's book. No e is n to 

huve it standing in her library.“ | ue 
bran bypochondriack . disorder being mentioned, 5 


3 [This was unnecestary, tbr it had been dose in the early part 
of the present century, by Jacob Tonson. ] | 

1 Lam told, that Horace Earl eee ere Bon- 
r. 


1 
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Dr. Johnson did not think it so common as I sup- 
posed. Dr. Taylor (said he) is the same one day 
as another. Burke and Rey nolds are the same, 
Beauclerk, except when in pain, is the same. I am 


not so myself; but this I do not mention com- 


monly. 17 
I complained 4 a be changefulness, so that 

I could not preserve, for any long coutinuance, the 
same views of any thing. It was most comfortable 
to me to experience, in Dr. Johrson's company, a 
relief from this uneaginess. His steady vigorous mind 
held firm before me those objecis which my own 
feeble and tremulous - imagination frequently pre- 
sented, in such a wavering state, that wy reason * 
not judge well of them. 
Dr. Johnson advised me to-day, to nave as many 
books about me as I could; that I might read upon 
any subject upon which I bad a desire for instrac- 
tion at the time. What you read ien (said he) 
you will remember; but if you have not a book 
immediately ready, and the subjeet moulds in your 
mind, it is a chance if you again have a desire to 
study it,” He added, If a man never has an 
eager desire for instruction, he should prescribe a 
task for himself. But it is better when a man reads 
from immediate inclination.” 
Ne repeated a good many lines of Horace's Odes, 
while we were in the chaise. I remember particu- 
larly the Ode Elen fugaces.” 

He said, the dispute as to the comparative excel- 
lence of Homer or Virgil! was inaccurate. We 


len informed by Mr. Langton, that a great many years ago 


he was present when this question was agitated between Dr, John. 
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must consider (aid he) whether Homer was not the 

greatest poet, though Virgil may have produced the 

finest poem. Virgil was indebted to Homer ſor the 
Whole invention of the structure of an epick poem, 

and for many of his beauties.” 

He told me, that Bacon was a fayourite authour 

with him ; but he had never read his works till he 

I was compiling the English Dictionary, in which, he 
iK sgid, I might see Bacon very often quoted. Mr. 
1 Seward recollects his having mentioned, that a Dic- 
11 tionaty of the English Language might be compiled 
wil: from Bacon's writings alone, and that he had once an 
75 intention of giving an edition of Bacon, at least of 
1 his Englich works, and writing the Life of that great 
1 man. Had he executed this intention, there can be 
1 no doubt chat he would have done it in a most mas- 

terly manner. Mallet's Liſe of Bacon has no incon- 

siderable merit as an acute and elegant dissertation 
relative to its subject; but Mallet's mind was not 
„ comprehensive enough to embrace the vast extent of 
jt: Lord Verulam's genius and research. Dr. Warbur- 
| ton therefore observed, with witty justness, © that 
1 Mallet in his Life of Bacon had forgotten that he was 
1 a philosopher; and if he should write the Life of the 
THE Duke of Marlbordugh, which he had undertaken to 
do, he would probably forget that he was a General.” 
1 Wishing to be satisfied what degree of truth there 
1 was in a story which a friend of Jolmson's and mine 
11 had told me to bis eee eee it 0 


Wilt eee cod anc del ae) be 
1 | their best;“ Johnson for Homer, Burke for Virgil. It may well 
: be supposed to have been one of the ablest and most brilliant con- 
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him in direct terms; and it was to this effect: that 
a gentleman who had lived in great intimacy with 
him, shewn him much kindness, and even relieved 
him from a spunging-house, having aſterwards fallen 


into bad circumstances, was one day, when Johnson 


was at dinner with him, seized for debt, and carried 
to prison; that Johnson sat still undisturbed, and 


went on eating and drinking; upon which the gen- 


tleman's sister, who was present, could not suppress 


her indignation :“ What, Sir, (said she,) are you 80 


unſoeling, as not even to offer to go to my brother 
in his distress; you who have been so much obliged 
to him?“ And that Johnson answered, Madam, I 


owe him no obligation; what he did for me he would 
have done for a dog.“ 


Johnson assured me, that che story was absolutely 
false: but like a man conscious of being in the right, 
and desirous of completely vindicating himself from 
such a charge, he did not arrogantly rest on a mere 


- denial, * on his general character, but proceeded 


thus ;— Sir, I was very intimate with that gentle- 


man, and was once relieved by him from an arrest; 


but I never was present when he was arrested, never 
knew that he was arrested, and I believe he never 
was in difficulties after the time when he relieved me. 
I loved him much ; yet, in talking of his general 
character, I may have said, though I do not remem- 


ber that I ever did say so, that as his generosity pro- 


ceeded from no principle, but was a part of his proſu- 
sion, he would do for a dog what be would do for a 
friend : but I never applied this remark to any parti- 
cular instance, and certainly not to his kindness to 


me. If a nen man, who does not value his 
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money, and gives a large sum to a whore, gives half 
as much, or an equally large sum to relieve a friend, 
it cannot be esteemed as virtue. This was all that I 
could say of that gentleman ; and, if said at all, it 
mußt have been said after his death. Sir, I would 
have gone to the world's end to relieve him. The 

| remark about the dog, if made by me, was such 
I « sally as might escape one when painting a man 
[1 highly.” 
On Tuesday, 3 23, Johnson was remark- 
1 ably cordial to me. It being necessary for me to 
1 return to Scotland soon, I had fixed on the next day 
1 for my setting out, and I felt a tender concern at the 
1 | thought of parting with him. He had, at this time, 
{183 frankly communicated to me many patticulars, which 
n are inserted in this work in their proper places; and 

once, when I happened to mention that the expence 
[ of my jaunt would come to much more than I had 
[ computed, he shid, Why, Sir, if the expence were 
I do be an inconvenience, you would have reason to 
| regret it: but, if you have had the money to spend, 
I know not that you could have purchased as much 
pleasure with it in any other way.“ 

During this interview at Ashbourne, Johnson and 
I frequently talked with wonderful pleasure of mere 
| trifles which had occutred in our tour to the He- 
. brides; ee ee eee en e 
impression upon his mind. 
He found fault with me for using the phrase to 
1 make money. © Don't you see (said he) the impro- 
| 1k priety of it ? To nuke money is to coin it: you should 
Tok ay pet money.” The phrase, however, is, I think, 
pretty current. But * e times jealous 
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of infractions upon the genuine English lauguage, 
and prompt to repress colloquial barbarisms; such 
as, pledging myself, for undertaking ; line, for depart- 
ment, or branch, as, the civil line, the banking line. 


He was particularly indignant against the almost 


universal use of the word idea in the sense of notion 
or opinion, when it is clear that idea can only Signify 
something of which an image can be formed in the 
mind. We may have an idea or image of a mountain, 
a tree, a building; but we cannot surely have gn 
idea or image of an argument or proposition. Yet we 
hear the ages of the law © delivering their ideas upon 
the question under consideration ;” and the first 
speakers in parliament © entirely eoinciding in the 
ideg which has been ably stated by an honourable 
member; —or “ reprobating an idea uncongstitu- 


tional, and fraught with the most dangerous conse- 


quences to a great and free.  couptry,” Johason 
called this “ modern cant.” 

1 perceived that he pronounced the word heard, 
as if spelt with'a double e, heerd, instead of Sounding 
it herd, as is most usually done. He said, his reason 
was, that if it was pronounced herd, there would be 
2 single exception from the English pronunciation 
of the syllable ear, and he thought it better not to 
have that exception. 

He praised Grainger's © Ode on Solitude, i 


Dodsley's collection, and repeated, with great energy 
am exordium: Gul 


« O Solitude, 1 Sit 
. * Whether by nodding towers you treads | 
Or haunt the desart's trackless gloom, 
Or hover o'er the yawning tomb; | 
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Or climb the Andes' clifted side, 
Or by the Nile's coy source abide ; 
* Or, starting from your half-year's sleep, 
From Hecla view the thawing deep; 
„ Or, at the purple dawn of day, | 
„ Tadnor's marble. waste survey.“ 


obgorving, by * This, Sir, is very noble. 


In the evening our contleman-flrmer, and two 
others, entertained themselves and the company with 
a great, number of tunes on the fiddle. Johnson 
desired to have © Let ambition fire thy mind,” played | 
over again, and appeared to give a patient attention 
to it; though be owned to me that he was very in- 
sensible to the power of musick. I told him, that 
it affected me to such a degree, as often, to agitate 

my neryes painfully, producing in my mind alternate 
sensations of pathetick dejection, so that I. was ready 
to shed tears; and of daring resolution, so that I 
was inclined to rush into the thickest part of the 
battle. “Sir, (said he,) 1 should never hear it, if it 
made me such a fool.” _ | 
Much of the effect of musick; la am antisfied, is 
owing to the association of ideas, That air, which 
instantly and irresistibly excites, in the Swiss, when 
in a foreign land, the maladie du pars, has, I am told, 
no intrinsick power of sound. And I know from 
my own experience, that Scotch reels, though brisk, 

make me melancholy, because I used to hear them 
in my early years, at a time when Mr. Pitt called for 
soldiers “ from the mountains of the north, and 
numbers of brave Highlanders were going abroad, 
neyer to return. Whereas the airs in The Beg- 
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gar's Opera,” many of which are very soſt, never fail 
to render me gay, because they are associated with 
the warm sensations and high spirits of London.— 
This evening, while some of the tunes of ordinary 
composition were played with no great skill, my 
frame was agitated, and I was conscious of a gene- 
rous attachment to Dr. Johnson, as my preceptor 


and friend, mixed with an affectionate regret that he 


was an old man, whom I should probably lose in z 
short time. I thought I could defend him at the 
point of my sword. My reverence and affection for 
kim were in full glow, I said to him, “ My dear 
Sir, we must meet every year, if you don't quarrel 
with me.” Jonxsox.“ Nay, Sir, you are more likely 
to quarrel with me, than I with you. My regard for 
you is greater almost than I have words to express ; 


but I do not choose to be always repeating it; write | | 


it down in the first leaf of your ang E 
never doubt of it again. 

I talked to him of mixery being «the * of 
man,” in this life, as displayed in his“ Vanity of 
Human Wishes.“ Let I observed that things were 
done upon the supposition of happiness; grand 
houses were built, fine gardens were made, splendid 
places of publick amusement were contrived, and 
erowded with company. Jonxs ov. Alas, Sir, 
these are all only struggles ſor happiness. When 1 
first entered Ranelagh, it gave an expansion and gay 


sensation to my mind, such as I never experienced 
any where else. But, as Nerxes wept when be 


viewed his immense army, and considered thgt not 
one of that great multitude would be alive a hundred 
years afterwards, so it went to my beart to consider 


that there was not one in all that brilliant circle, that 


. 
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was not afraid to go home and think ; but that the 


thoughts of each individual there, would be distres- 
sing when alone.” This reflection was experimen- 
tally just. The feeling of languor,* which succeeds 
the animation of gaiety, is itself a very severe pain; 
and when the mind is then vacant, a thousand dis- 
appointments and vexations rush in and excruciate. 
Will not many even of 5 fairest readers allow this 
to be true? 


eee eee eee 


bopes of success; or having some favourite scheme 


in view for the next day, might prevent that wretch- 


_ edness of which we had been talking. JonxsON. 
 < Why, Sir, it may sometimes be s0 as you suppose; 


but my conclusion is in general but too true.” 
; While Johnson and I stood in calm conference by 
aumelves in Dr. Taylor's garden, at a pretty late hour 


in a serene autumn night, looking up to the hea- 


yens, I directed the discburse to the subject of a fu- 
ture state. My friend was in a placid and most be- 


nignant frame. Sir, (said he,) I do not imagine 


that all things will be made clear to us immediately 
aſter death, but that the ways of Providence will be 
explained to us very gradually,” I ventured to ask 
bim whether, although the words of some texts of 
a ceemed enger , e the dreadful 


| 3 
1 ee | 


| But I recollect a couplet quite apposite to my subject it 7 Virtue, 
an Ethick Epistle,” a beautiful and instructive poem, by an anony- 
| * 1758 ; Who, treating of pleasure in excess, says, 


Im languor, »uffering on the rack of bliss, © 
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doctrine of an eternity of punishment, we might 


not hope that the denunciation was figurative, 
and would not literally be executed. Jouxsow.. 


« Sir, you are to consider the intention of punish- 
ment in a future state. We have no reason to be 
sure that we shall then be no longer liable to offend 
against Gov. We do not know that even the angels 
are quite in a state of security; nay we know that 
some of them have fallen. It may, therefore, per- 
haps be necessary, in order to preserve both men and 
angels in a state of rectitude, that they should have 


_ continually before them the punishment of thosewho 


have deviated from it; but we may hope that by 


some other means a fall from rectitade may be pre- 


vented. Some of the texts of Scripture upon this 
subject, are, as you observe, indeed strong; but they 
may admit of a mitigated interpretation.” He talked 
to me upon this awful and delicate question in a 
gentle tone, and as if afraid to be decisive. 
After supper I accompanied him to his apartment, 


and at my request he dictated to me an argument in 


favour of the negro who was then claiming his 
liberty, in an action in the Court of Session in Scot-. 
land. He had always been very -zealous against 
slavery in every form, in which I with all deference 
thought that he discovered “ a zeal without know- 
ledge.” Upon one occasion, when in company with 


some very grave men at Oxford, his toast was, 
Here's to the next ingurrection of the negroes in 


the West Indies.” His violent prejudice against our 
West Indian and American settlers appeared when- 
eyer there was an opportunity. Towards the con- 


clusion of his © Taxation no Tyranny,” he says, 
© how is it that we hear the loudest yelhs for liberty 
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among the drivers of negroes?” and in his conver- 
sation with Mr. Wilkes,“ he asked, Where did 
Beckford and Trecothick learn English?“ That 
Trecothick could both speak and write good English 
is well known. I myself was favoured with his cor- 
respondence concerning the brave Corsicans. And 
that Beckford could speak it with a spirit of honest 
resolution even to his Majesty, as his “ faithful 
Lord- Mayor of London,” is commemorated by the 
noble monument erected to him in Guildhall. 
The argument dictated _ Dr. ene was as 


e 


It must 8 that in most t ages many coun» 
tries have had part of their inhabitants in a state of 
slavery ; yet it may be doubted whether slavery can 


ever be supposed the natural condition of man. It 
is impossible not to conceive that men in their ori- 


ginal state were equal; and very difficult to imagine 
how one would be subjected to another but by vio- 
lent compulsion. An individual may, indeed, forfeit 
his liberty by a crime; but he cannot by that crime 
forfeit the liberty of his children. What is true of 
a criminal seems true like wise of a captive. A man 
may accept life: from a conquering enemy on con- 


dition of perpetual servitude; but it is very doubtful 


whether he can entail that servitude on his descend- 


ants; for no man can stipulate without commission 


for another. The condition which he himself ac- 
cepts, his son or grandson perhaps would have re- 


jected. If we should admit, what perhaps may with 
more reason be denied, that there are certain rela- 


tions between man 54 man which — make 1 294 ; 
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necessary and Just. yet it can never be RE that 
he who is now suing for his freedom ever stood in 
any of those relations. He is certainly subject by 
no law, but that pf violence, to his present master; 
who pretends no claim to his obedience, but that he 
bought him from a merchant of slaves, whose right 
to sell him never was examined. It is said that ac» 
cording to the constitutions of Jamaica he was le- 1 
gally enslaved; these constitutions are merely posi- b 
tive; and apparently injurious to the rights of man- 
kind, because whoever is exposed to sale is con- 
demned to slavery without appeal; by whatever | 
fraud or violence he might have been originally | 
brought into the merchant's power. In our own J 
time Princes have been sold, by wretches to whose i | 
care they were entrusted, that they might have an 
European education; but when once they were 
brought to a market in the plantations, little would 
avail either their dignity or their wrongs. The laws 
of Jamaica afford a Negro no redress. His colour 
is considered as a sufficient testimony against him. 
It is to be lamented that moral right should ever 
give way to political convenience. But if tempta- 
tions of interest are sometimes too strong for human 
virtue, let us at least retain a virtue where there is ky 
no temptation to quit it. In the present case there | 1 
is apparent right on one side, and no convenience 
on the other. Inhabitants of this island can neither 
gain riches nor power by taking away the liberty of 
any part of the human species. The sum of the 
argument is this: No man is by nature the property 
of another: The defendant is, therefore, by nature 
free: The rights of nature must be some way for- 
ſeited before they can be justly taken away: That 
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the defendant has by any act forfeited the rights of 
nature we require to be proved; and if no proof of 
such forfeiture can be given, we doubt not but the 


Justice of the court will declare him free.” 


I record Dr. Johnson's argument fairly upon this 
particular case ; where, perhaps, he was in the right. 


But I beg leave to enter my most solemn protest 


against his general doctrine with respect to the S/ave 
Trade. For I will resolutety say that his unfavour- 
able notion of it was owing to prejudice, and im- 
perfect or false information. The wild and dangerous 
attempt which has for some time been persisted in 
to obtain an act of our Legislature, to abolish 80 


very important and necessary a branch of commercial 


interest, must have been crushed at once, had not 
the insignificance of the zealots who vainly took the 
lead in it, made the vast body of Planters, Mer- 
chants, and others, whose immense properties are in- 


volved in that trade, reasonably enough suppose that 


there could be no danger. The encouragement 
which the attempt has received excites my wonder 


and indignation ; and though some men of superibur 


abilities have supported it; whether from a love of 
temporary popularity, when prosperous; or a love of 
general mischief, when desperate, my opinion is un- 
shaken. To abolish a s/atus, which in all ages Gop bas 
sanctioned, and man has continued, would not only be 
robbery to an innumerable class of our fellow-sub- 


jects ; but it would be extreme cruelty to the African 
- Sayages, a portion of whom it saves from massacre, 
or intolerable bondage in their on country, and in- 


troduces into a much happier state of life ; especially 
now when their passage to the West-Indies and 
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their treatment there is humanely regulated. To 


abolish that trade would be to 
cc — 6 the gates of mercy on mankind.” 


Whatever may have passed elsewhere concerning 
it, The Hovss or Lonps is wise and independent: 


Intaminatis fulget honoribus; 
Mec gumit aut ponit Secures 


Arbitrio popularis auræ. 


I have read, conyersed, and thought much pon 
the subject, and would recommend to all who are 
capable of conviction, an excellent Tract by my 
learned and ingenious friend John Ranby, Esq. en- 
titled « Doubts on the Abolition of the Slave Trade.” 
To Mr. Ranby's “ Doubts,” I will apply Lord Ckan- 
cellor Hardwicke's expression in praise of a Scotch 
Law Book, called © Dirleton's Doubts ;* “NIS Dowbrs, 
(8aid his Lordship,) are better than most people's 


Derain. 


When I said now to Johnson, that I was afraid I 
kept him too late up, No, Sir, (said he,) I don't 
care though I sit all night with you.” This was 
an animated speech from a man in his sixty-ninth 
year. | 


ought to have been, I know not but this vigil might 


have been fulfilled ; but I unluckily entered upon 


the controversy concerning the right of Great-Bri- 
tain to tax America, and attempted to argue in fa- 
vour of our fellow-subjects on the other side of the 


Atluntick. I insisted that America might be very 


well governed, and made to yield sufficient revenue 
by the means of influence, as exemplified. in Ireland, 


Had I been. as attentive not to displease him as 1 
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while the people might be pleased with the imagi- 
nation of their participating of the British constitu- 
tion, by having a body of representatives, without 
whose consent money could not be exacted from 
them. Johnson could not bear my thus opposing 
his avowed opinion, which he had exerted himself 
with an extreme degree of heat to enforce ; and the 
violent agitation into which he was thrown, while 
answering, or rather reprimanding me, alarmed me 
so, that I heartily repented of my having unthink- 
ingly introduced the subject. I myself, however, 
grew warm, and the change was great, from the 


calm state of philosophical discussion in which we 


had a little before been pleasingly employed. 


I talked of the corruption of the British parlia- 


ment, in which I alledged that any question, bow- 
ever. unreasonable or unjust, might. be carried by a 
venal majority; and I spoke with | high admiration 


of the Roman Senate, as if composed of men sin- 


cerely desirous to resolve what they should think best 
ſor their country. My friend would allow no such 


character to the Roman Senate; and he main- 


tained that the British Parliament was not corrupt, 
and that there was no occasion to corrupt its mem- 
bers; asserting, that there was hardly ever any 
question of great importance beſore Parliament, any 


question in which a man might not very well vote 


either upon one side or the other. He said there 
had been none in his time except that * 


America. 


Me were atiquad by.the contest, which was pro- 
duced by my want of caution ; and he was not then 
in the humour to slide into easy and cheerful talk. 
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It therefore so happened, that we were after an hour 
or two very willing to separate and go to bed. 

On Wediiesday, September 24, I went into Dr. 
Johnson's room before. he got up, and finding that 
the storm of the preceding night was quite laid, I 
sat down upon his bed-side, and he talked with as 
much readiness and good- humour as ever. He re- 
commended to me to plant a considerable part of a 
large moorish farm which I had purchased, and he 
made several calculations of the expence and profit; 


for he delighted in exereising his mind on the science 


of numbers. He pressed upon me the importance 
of planting at the first in a very sufficient manner, 
quoting the saying In bello non licet his errare: 
and adding, © this is equally true in planting.“ 

I spoke with gratitude of Dr, 'Taylor's hospita- 
lity ; and as evidence that it was not-on account of 
his good table alone that Johnson visited him often, 
I mentioned a little anecdote which had escaped my 
friend's recollection, and at hearing which repeated, 
he smiled. One evening, when I was sitting with 
him, Frank delivered this message: Sir, Dr. Tay- 
lor sends his compliments to you, and begs you will 
dine with bim to-morrow. He has got a hare. 

« My compliments (said Johnson) and I'll dine with 


-him—hare or rabbit.” 


Aﬀer breakfast I departed, and pursued my jour- 


ney northwards. I took my post-chaise from the 


Green Man, a very good inn at Ashbourne, the 
mistress of which, a mighty civil gentlewoman, 
courtseying very low, presented me with an engrav- 
ing of the sign of her house; to which she had sub- 


joined, in her own hand- writing, an address in suen 
Aingular simplicity of style, that I have preserved it 
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pasted upon one of the boards of my original 
Journal at this time, and shall here i insert it for the 


amusement of my readers: — 


M. KILLINGLEY's duty waits upon Mr. 
Boswell, is exceedingly obliged to him for this favour ; 
whenever he comes this way, hopes for a continuance of 
the ame. Would Mr. Boswell name the house to his 
extensrve acquaintance, it would be a singular favour 


conferr d on one who has it not in her power to mak: 


any other return 'but her mosi grateful thanks, and sin. 
cerest prayers for his 222 in me, and in a bleſſed 
eternity. 

« Tuesday morn.” 


From this meeting at been I derived a con- 
sderable accession to my Johnsonian store. I com- 


municated my original Journal to Sir William 


Forbes, in whom I have always placed deserved con- 
fidence ; and what he wrote to me concerning it is 
$0 much to my credit as the biographer of Johnson, 


that my readerswill, I hope, grant me their indulgence 


for here inserting it: © It is not once or twice going 
over it (says Sir William, ) that will satisfy me; for 1 
find in it a high degree of instruction as well as en- 
tertainment; and I derive more benefit from Dr. 


Johnson's admirable discussions than I should be able 


to draw from his personal conversation; for, I sup- 
pose there is not a man in the world to whom he 
discloses his sentiments so freely as to yourself.“ 

I cannot omit a curious circumstance which oc-- 


curred at Edensor- inn, close by Chatsworth, to sur- 
vey the magnificence of which I had gone a consi- 
derable way out of my road to Scotland. The inn 
r PO orgs 
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I think, was Malton. He happened to mention that ; 
« the celebrated Dr. Johnson had been in his house. 
I inquired «v4» this Dr. Johnson was, that F might 
hear mine host's notion of him. “ Sir, (said he,) 
Johnson, the great writer; Oddity, as they call him, 
He's the greatest writer in England; he writes for - 1 
the ministry; he bas a correspondence abroad, and F 
lets them know what's going on.' if 
My friend, who had a thorough dependance upon 
the authenticity of my relation without any-embel- | 1 
-lishment, as falsehood or fiction is too gently called, "i 
laughed a good deal at this representation of himself. | 


© MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON, [ 
( 4 


© MY DEAR SIR, Edinburgh, Sept. 20 1477. i 
« By the first post I inform you of my safe ar- | 
rival at my own house, and that I had the comfort of | 
finding my wife and children all in good healt vd. 
e When I look back upon our late interview, it 
appears to me to have answered expectation better 
than almost any scheme of happiness that I ever 
put in execution. My Journal is stored with wisdom 
and wit; and my memory is filled with the recollec- 4 
tion of lively and affectionate feelings, which now, 
I think, yield me more satisfaction than at the time 
when they were first excited. I have experienced 
this upon other occasions. I shall be obliged to you 
if you will explain it to me; for it seems wonderful 
that pleasure should be more vivid at a distance than 
when near. I wish you may find yourself in a hu- 
mour to do me this favour; but I flatter myself with 


no strong dis for L have en that un- 
„ E 
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Jew upon very serious occasions, your letters to me 
are not answers'to those which I write.” 

{I then expressed much uneasiness that I had 
mentioned to him the name of the gentleman who 
had told me the story so much to his disadvantage, 


the truth of which be had completely refuted ; for 


that my having done so might be interpreted as a 
breach of confidence, and offend one whose society 
I valued :—therefore earnestly requesting that no 
notice might be taken of it to any body, till I 
should be in London, and have an 7 to 
talk it over . bow gentleman. } —» 


© TO JAMES a, ESQ. 


cc DEAR SIR, 3 | 

Tov will ee or you have 1 why 
no letter has come from me. What you wrote at 
your return, had in it such a strain of cowardly 
caution as gave me no pleasure. I could not well 
do what you wished; I had no need to vex you with 
a refusal. I have scen Mr. —— and as to bim 
have set all right, without any inconvenience, so fur 
as I know, to you. Mrs. Thrale had —_ the 
story. You may now be. at ease. 

And at ease I certainly wish you, for the kind- 
ness that you showgd in coming so long a journey 
to see me. It was pity to keep you so long in pain, 
but, upon reviewing the matter, I do. not sec what 
I could have done better than as I did. 

e hope you found at your return my dear enemy 


andi all her little people quite well, and had no rea- 


son to repent of your journey, I think on it with 


great gratitude. 
1 


kd. Mit. deities 
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« I was not well when you left me at the Doctor's, 
and I grew worse; yet I staid on, and at Lichfield 
was very ill. Travelling, however, did, not make me 
worse; and when I came to London, I complied 
with a summons to go to Brighthelmston, where I 
saw Beauclerk, and staid three days. 

« Our Crun has recommenced last Friday, but I 
was not there. Langton has another wench.* Mrs. 
Thrale is in hopes of a young brewer. : They got 
by their trade last year a very large sum, and their 
expences are propottionate. 

Mrs, Williams's health is very bad, And I have 


had for some time a very difficult and laborious - 


respiration ; but I am better by purges, abstinence, 
and other methods. I am yet, however, much be- 
hind-hand in my health and rest. 

Dr. Blair's sermons are now universally com- 
mended ; but let him think that I had the honour of 
first finding and first praising his excellencies, 1 did 
not stay to add my voice to that of the publick. 

* My dear friend, let me thank you ; once more 
ſor your visit; you did me great honour, and I hope 
met with nothing that displeased you. I staid long 
at Ashbourne, not much pleased, yet aukward at 
departing. I then went to Lichfield, where I found 
my friend at Stow-hill* very dangerously diseased. 


Such is life, Let us try to pass it well, whatever it 


be, for there is surely something beyond it. 
Well, now I hope all is well, write as soon as you 
can N. dear Sir, 
| % Vo affeptionate.a seryant, 
London, Nov. 25, 1777+ ©, Sam. JOHNSON.” 
A daughter born to him, 
* Mrs, Aston. d- ; 
$45 a2 
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' , 
4 © TO DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 
© MY DEAR SIR, Edinburgh, Nov. 29, 1777. 


Tuts day's post has at length relieved me from 
much uneasiness, by bringing me a letter from you. 


I was, indeed, doubly uneasy;—on my own account 


and yours. I was very anxious to be secured against 


any bad consequences from my imprudence in men- 
tioning the gentleman's name who had told me a 
story to your disadvantage ; and as I could hardly 
suppose it possible, that you would delay so long to 
make me easy, unless you were ill, I was not a little 
apprehensive about you. You must not be offended 


when I yenture to tell you that yow appear to me to 
have been too rigid upon this occasion. The cowardly 


caution which gave you no pleasure, was suggested to 


me by a friend here, to whom I mentioned the strange 
story and the detection of its falsity, as an instance 


how one may be deceived by what is apparently very 


good authority. But, as I am still persuaded, that 


as I might have obtained the truth, without men- 
- tioning the gentleman's name, it was wrong in me 
to do it, I cannot see that you are just in blaming 
my caution. But if you were ever so just in your 


disapprobation, might you not have dealt more ten- 
derly with me? . | 

I ent to Auchinleck about the middle of Octo- 
ber, and passed some time with my father very com- 


ati 


4,6 
am engaged in a criminal prosecution against 
a country schoolmaster, for indecent behaviour to his 
female scholars. There is no statute against such 
abominable conduct; but it is punishable at com- 
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mon law, I shall be obliged to you for your assist- 
ance in this extraordinary trial. I ever am, my dear 


Sir, 
66 Your faithful humble servant, 
« Jangs Bosw VL.“ 


About this time I wrote to Johnson, giving him 
an account of the decision of the Ny cause, by the 
court of Session, which by those who hold even the 
mildest and best regulated slavery in 2bomination, (of 
which number I do not hesitate to declare that I am 
none, ) should be remembered with high respees., and 
to the credit of Scotland; for it went upon a much 
broader ground than the case of Somerset, which was 
decided in England; being truly the general ques- 


tion, whether a perpetual obligation of service to one 
master in any mode should be sanctified by the law. 
of a free country. A negro, then called Josep 
Knight, a native of Africa, who having been brought 


to Jamaica in the usual course of the slave trade, and 


purchased by a Scotch gentleman in that island, had 
attended his master to Scotland, where it was offici-- 


ously suggested to him that he would be found enti- 
tled to his liberty without any limitation. He ac- 


cordingly brought his action, in the course of which 


the adyocates on both sides did themselves great ho- 


nour. Mr. Maclaurin has had the praise of Johnson, 


M his argument” in fayour of the negro, and Mr. 


L See State Trials Vol, XI. p. 339- al Mr. lune . 


ment. 
The motto to it was happily chosen: 
% Quamvis ulle niger, quamwvis tu candidus extes,”? 


I cannot avoid mentioning a circumutance no lea strange than true, 
that a brother Advocate in considerable practice, but of whom it 
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Macconochie distinguished himself on the same side, 
by his ingenuity and extraordinary researeh. Mr. 
Cullen, on the part of the master, discovered good 
inſormation and sound reasoning; in which he was 
well supported by Mr. James Ferguson, remarkable 
for a manly understanding, and a knowledge both of 
books and of the world. But I cannot too highly 
praise the speech which Mr. Henry Dundas gene- 
rously contributed to che cause of the sooty stranger. 
Mr. Dundas's Seottish accent, which has been s 
often in in obtruded as an objection to his power- 
ful abilities in parliament, was no disad vantage to 
him in his own country, And T do declare, that 
upon this memorable question he impressed me, and 
I believe all his audience, with such feelings as were 
produced by some of the most eminent orations of 
antiquity. This testimony I liberally give to the ex- 
cellence of an old friend, with whom it has been my 


lot to differ very widely upon many political topicks; 


yet I persuade myself without malice. A great ma- 
jority of the Lords of Session decided for the negro. 
But four of their number, the Lord President, Lord 
Elliock, Lord Monboddo, and Lord Covington, 
resolutely maintained the lawfulness of a s/atus, which 
has been acknowledged in all ages and countries, 
and that yew freedom INT, as in wh ase 


28 


N cannot be said, 1 didicit fdeliter artet, asked Mr. 


Maclaurin, with a ** flippant assurance, ee 
your on?!“ 
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% TO JAMES. BOSWELL, ESQ. 


© DEAR SIR, 


Tus is the time of the year in which all ex- 


press their good wishes to their friends, and I'send 
mine to you and your family. May your lives be 
long, happy, and good. I have been much out of 
order, but, I hope, do not grow worse. 

The crime of the schoolmaster whom you are 
engaged to prosecute is very great, and may be sus- 
pected to be too common. In our law it would be 
a breach of the peace, and a misdemeanour: that is, 
a kind of indefinite crime, not capital, but punishable 
at the discretion of the Court. You cannot want 
matter: all that needs to be said will easily occur. 

« Mr, Shaw, the author of the Gaelick Grammar, 
desires me to make a request for him to Lord Eglin- 
toune, that he may be appointed Chaplain to one of 
the new-raised regiments. 

« All our friends are as they were ; little has hap- 
pened to them of either good or bad. Mrs. Thrale 
ran a great black hair-dressing pin into her eye; but 
by great evacuation she kept it from inflaming, and 


it is almost well. Miss Reynolds has been out of 
order, but is better. Mrs. Williams is in a very poor 


State of health. 


« If I should write on, I should, perhaps, write 


only complaints, and therefore I will content myself 
with telling you, that I love to think on you, and to 
hear from you; and that I am, dear Sir, 

« Yours faithfully, 
« December 27, 1777. ; 6 SAN. Jonson“ 
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„ TO DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

; © DEAR sr, “ Edinburgh, Jan. 8, 1778. 

| Von congratulations upon a new year are 

1 mixed with complaint: mine must be so too. My 
wife has for some time been very ill, having been 
confined to the house these three months by a se- 
vere cold, attended with alarming symptoms. 

[Here I gave a particular account of the distress 
which the person, upon every account most dear to 
me, suffered; and of the dismal state of apprehen- 
sion in which I now was: adding that I never stood 
more in need of his consoling philosophy. 

Did you ever look at a book written by Wilson, 
a Scotchman, under the Latin name of Volusenus, ac- 
cording to the custom of literary men at a certain 
period. It is entitled © De Animi Tranquillilate. 
I earnestly desire tranquillity. Bona res quies; but I 
fear I shall never attain it: for, when unoccupied, I 

grow gloomy, and occupation agitates | me to fever- 
ihness, 
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6“ am, dear Sir, 
* Your most affectionate humble servant, 
| © James BOSWELL.” 


1 


TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 


_ © DEAR SIR, + 
: « To a letter 59 interesting as your last, it is 
proper to return some answer, however little I may 
| | be disposed to write. * 
| « Your alarm at your lady's illness was reasonable, 


and not nnn to the appearance oſ the dis- 
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order. I hope your physical friend's conjecture 1s 

now verified, and all fear of a consumption at an end: 

a little care and exercise will then restore her. Lon 
don is a good air ſor ladies; and if you bring her 
hither, I will do for her what she did for me— I will 
retire from my apartments, for her accommodation. 

Behave kindly to her, and keep her cheerful. 

* Yon always scem to call for tenderness. Know 
then, that in the first month of the present year I 
very highly esteem and very cordially loye you. I 
hope to tell you this at the beginning of every year 
as long as we live ; and why should we trouble our- 
selves to tell or hear it oftener ? 

« Tell Veronica, Euphemia, and Alexander, that I 
wish them, as well as their parents, many happy 
years. N | 
Jou have ended the negro's cause much to my 
mind. Lord Auchinleck and dear Lord Hailes were 
on the side of liberty. Lord Hailes's name reproaches 
me; but if he saw my languid neglect of my own 
affairs, he would rather pity than resent my neglect 


of his. I hope to mend, ut et mili vivam et amicis. - 


I am, dear Sir, | 

| .  * Your's affectionately, _ 
January 24,1778. „ SAM. JOHNSON. 
My service to my fellow-traveller, Joseph.. 


Johnson maintained a long and intimate friendship 
with Mr. Welch, who succeeded the celebrated 
Henry Fielding as one of his Majesty's Justices of 
the Peace for Westminster; kept a regular office for 
the police of that great district; and discharged his 


important trust, for many years, faithfully and ably. 
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Johnson who had an eager and unceasing curiosity to 
know human lite in all its variety, told me, that he 
attended Mr. Welch in his office for a whole winter, 
to hear the examinations of the culprits ; but that he 
fond an almost uniform tenor of misfortune, wretch- 
edness and profligacy. Mr. Welch's health being 
impaired, he was advised to try the effect of a warm 
climate ; and Johnson, by his interest with Mr. Cha- 
mier, procured him leave of absence to go to Italy, 
and a promise that the pension or salary of two hun- 
dreil pounds a year, which Government allowed him, 
should not be discontinued. Mr. Welch accordingly 
went abroad, accompanied by his daughter Anne, a 
young lady of uncommon talents and literature. 


TO SAUNDERS WELCH, ESQ. AT THE ENGLISH COPFEE= 
1 HOUSE, ROME. 


© DEAR SIR, | 
To have suffered one of my best and dearest 
friends to pass almost two years in foreign countries 
without a letter, has a very shamefal appearance of 
inattention. But the truth is, that there was no par- 
ticular time in which'I had any thing particular to 
say; and general expressions of good will, I hope, 
our long friendship is grown too solid to want. 
Of publick affairs you have information from the 
news- papers Wherever you go, for the English keep 
no secret; and of other things, Mrs. Noilekens in- 
forms you. My intelligence could therefore be of 
no use; and Miss Nancy's letters made it unneces- 
sary to write to you for information: I was likewise 
for some time out of humour, to find that motion, 
and nearer approaches to the sun, did not restore your 


health so fast as I expected. Of your health, the 
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accounts have lately been more plcasing; and I have 
the gratification of imaging to myself a length of 
years which I hope you have gained, and' of which the 
enjoyment will be improved by a vast accession of 
images and observations which your journeys and 
various residence have enabled you to make and ac- | 
cumulate. You have travelled with this felicity, 
almost peculiar to yourself, that your companion is ; 
not to part from you at your journey's end; but you | 
are to live on together, to help each other's recollec- i 
tion, and to supply each other's omissions. The 
world has few greater pleasures than that which two | | 
friends enjoy, in tracing back, at some distant time, 
those transactions and events through which they | 
have passed together. One of the old man's miseries 
is, that he cannot casily find a companion able to 
partake with him of the past. You and your fellow- 
traveller have this comfort in store, that your conver- 
sation will be not easily exhausted; one will always 
be glad to say what the other will always be willing 
to hear. 

“That you may enjoy this pleasure long, your 
health must have your constant attention. I sup- 
pose you propose to return this year. Tbere is no 
need of haste: do not come hither before the height 
of summer, that you may fall gradually into the in- 
conveniences of your native clime. July seems to | 
be the proper month. August and September will 
prepare you for the winter. After having travelled 
80 far to find health, you must take care not to lose it 
at home; and I hope a little care will ee pre- 
serve it. 

* Miss Naney has a kept a constant and 
copious journal. She must not- expect to be wel- 
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come when she returns, without a great mass of in- 
formation. Let her review her journal often, and set 
down what she finds herself to have omitted, that she 
may trust to memory as little as possible, for memory 


. ts soon confused by a quick succession of things; and 


she will grow every day less confident of the truth of 
her own narratives, unless she can recur to some 
written memorials. If slie has satisfied herself with 
hints, instead of full representations, let her supply 
the deficiencies now while her memory is yet fresh, 
and while her father's memory may help her. If she 
obscrves this direction, she will not have travelled in 


_ yain; for she will bring home a book with which she 
may entertain herself to the end of life. If it were not 


now too late, I would advise her to note the impres- 
sion which the first sight of any thing new and won- 
derful made upon her mind. Let her now set her 
thoughts down as she can recollect them; for ſaint as 
they may already be, they will grow every day 
fainter. x | 
Perhaps I do not flatter myself unreasonably 
when I imagine that you may wish to know some- 
thing of me. T can gratify your benevolence with no 
account of health. The hand of time, or of disease, 


is very heavy upon me. I pass restless and uneasy 


nights, harassed with convulsions of my breast, and 


flatulencies at my stomach; and restless nights make 


heavy days. But nothing will be mended by com- 
plaints, and therefore I will make an end. When 


we meet, we will try to forget our cares and our 


maladies, and contribute, as we can, to the chearful- 
ness of each other. If I had gone with you, I be- 
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| lieve I should have been better; but I do not know 
that it was in my power. I am, dear Sir, 
« Your most humble servant, 


« Feb. 3, 1778. | « Sa, Jha | 


This letter, while it gives admirable advice how to 


travel to the best advantage, and will therefore be of 


very general use, is another eminent proof * Pe 
50n's warm and affectionate * 9 


Ws... To DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 


* MY DEAR SIR, Edinburgh, Feb. 26, 1578. 
« Why I have delayed, for near a month, to 
thank you for your last affectionate letter; I cannot 
say; for my mind has been in better health these 
three weeks than for some years past. I believe I 
have evaded till I could send you a copy of Lord 
Hailes's opinion on the negro's cause, which he 


wishes you to read, and correct any errours that - 


there may be in the language; for, says he, we 
live in a critical, though not a learned age; and 1 
seek to screen myself under the shield of Ajax.” I 
communicated to him your apology for keeping the 
sheets of his Annals' so long. He says, I am 
sorry to see that Dr. Johnson is in a state of languor. 
Why $hould a sober Christian, neither an enthusiast 
nor a fanatick, be very merry or very sad?“ I envy 


'9 The friendship between Mr. Welch and him was unbroken. 
Mr. Welch died not many months before him, and bequeathed him 
five guineas for a ring, which Johnson received with tendernes as a 
kind memorial. His regard was constant for his friend Mt. Welch's 
daughters; of whom, Jane is married to Mr. Nolekens the Statuary, 

2 well known to require any praise from me. 


2 


238 THE LIFE OF | [E&rar, 6g. 


his Lordship's comfortable constitution: but well do 
I know that languor and dejection will afflict the best, 


however excellent their principles. I am in possession 
of Lord Hailes's opinion in his own hand-writing, 
and have had it for some time. My excuse then for 
procrastination must be, that I wanted to have it 
copied; and I have now put that off so long; that 
it will be better to bring it with me than send it, as 


1 8hall probably get you to look at it sooner, when I 


solicit you in person. 

8 My wife, who is, I thank Gop, a good deal 
better, is much obliged to you for your very polite 
and courteous offer of your apartment : but, if she 
goes to London, it will be best for her to have lodg- 
ings in the more airy vicinity of Hyde-Park. I, how- 


ever, doubt much if I shall be able to prevail with 
her to accompany- me to the metropolis ; for she is 


so different from you and me, that she dislikes travel- 
ling; and she is so anxious about her children, that 
she thinks she should be unhappy if at a distance 
from them. She therefore wishes rather to go to 


some country place in pound, where she can have 
them with her. | 
II purpose being in London about the 20th of 


next month, as I think it creditable to appear in the 
House of Lords as one of Douglas's Counsel, in the 


great and last competition berween. Duke Hamilton 
and * 


„ 


lem sorry poor Mrs. Williams is 80-ill : though 


her temper is unpleasant, she has always been polite 
and obliging to me. I wish many happy. years to 


7 
1 

1 
4 * 
17 
2 
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good Mr. Levett, who I suppose holds his . 
place at your breakſast- table.“ 
J erer am, my dear Sir, 
« Your affectionate humble servant, 


„% JAMES BosweL..” 


TO THE SAME. 


cc MY DEAR SIR, Edinburgh, Feb. 28, 1778. 


Jou are at present busy amongst the English 
poets, preparing, for the publick instruction and en- 
tertainment, Prefaces, biographical and critical. It 
will not, therefore, be out of season to appeal to you 
for the decision of a controversy which has arisen 
between a lady and me concerning a passage in 
Parnell. That poet tells us, that his ſermit quitted 
his cell 


to know the world by sight, 

Jo find if books or swaims report it right; 

For yet by mains alone the world he knew, 

* Whose feet came nm o'er the nightly dew.”) 


I maintain, that there is an incontietency here ; for 
as the Hermit's notions of the world were | formed 
from the reports both of books and swams, he could 
not justly be said to know by swains alone. Be 


Pr. Percy, the Bishop of Dromore, humorously aha that 
Levett used to breakfast on the crust of a roll, which Johnson, after 
tearing out the crumb for himself, threw to his humble friend. 
perhaps the word bre is here too strong. Dr. Johnson never 

treated Levett with contempt; it is clear indeed from various cir- 
cums tances that he had great K indness for * N 
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pleased to judge betwcen bh, and let us have your 


reagons.* 

c What do you say to © Taxation no Tyranny,” 
now, after Lord North's declaration, or confession, 
or whatever else his conciliatory speech should be 
called? I never differed from you in politicks but 
upon two points, — the Middlesex Election, and the 
Taxation of the Americans by the British Houses of 
Representatives. There is a charm in the word Par- 
liament, $0 1 avoid it. As I am a steady and a warm 
Tory, I regret that the-King does not see it to be 
better ſor him to receive constitutional supplies from 
his American subjects by the voice of their own as- 
semblies, where bis Royal Person is represented, 
than through the medium of his British subjects. I 
am persuaded that the pöwer of the Crown, which 
I wish to increase, would be greater when in contact 
with all its dominions, than if © the rays of regal 


bounty“ were to shine upon America, through 


that dense and troubled body, a'modern British Par- 


liament. But, enough of this subject; for your 


angry voice at Asbbourne upon it, still sounds aweful 


ein my mind's ears.” Lever am, my dear Sir, 


be Tour most affectionate humble servant, 
CIR ELD. © James BosWELL.” 


TO THE SAME, 


« MY DEAR SIR, Edinburgh, March 13, 17, 3. 


. Tun alarm of your late illness distressed me 


— dvcuot in a subsequent page, under May Js 
1779. 
. Alluding to a line in his & Vacky of Hase Wishes, de- 
2 Cardinal Wolsey in his state of elevation: 
Through him the rays of regal bounty shine.“ 


emen 
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but a few hours; for on the evening of the day that : 
it reached me, I found it contradicted in The | 
London Chronicle, which I eould depend upon as 1 
authentick concerning you, Mr. Strahan being the | 
printer of it. I did not sce the paper in which © the 
approaching extinetion of a bright luminary' was an- 
nounced. Sir William Forbes told me of it; and | 
he says, he saw me so uneasy, that he did not give [ 
me the report in such strong terms as he read it. 4 
He afterwards sent me a letter from Mr. Langton to | 4 
him, which relieved me much. I am; however, not 
quite easy, as I have not heard from you; and now I 9 
shall not have that comfort before I see you, for I ger ö 
out for London to-morrow before the post eomes in. | 
I hope to be with you on Wednesday morning; and w 
Lever am, with the highest veneration, my dear Sin 1 
”_ Weben. vi faithful; and me n 9 
8 (1207 16K wr ap servant, 5 0 9 
* Mae Benne. Nen 4 


on Wedneaday March 18, Lareived in kenden | | 
r Mr. Prancis that bis 
master was better, and was gone to Mr. Thrale's at 5 
Strcatham, to which place I wrote to him, begging 
to know when he would be in town. He was not 
experted for some time; but next day having called © =» { 
on Dr. Taylor, in Dean's-yard, Westminster, I ſound 
him there, and was told he had come to town for 4 1 
few! hours. He met me with his usual Kindness, but | 19 
instantly returned to the writing of something on | 
which he was employed when I came in, and on 
which he seemed much intent. Finding him thus 
engaged, I made my visit very short, and had no 


more of his conversation, except his expreging a se- | 1 
VOL, Il. R "ITY RS: \ 


$a THE LITE OP IKrar. 69. 


rious regret that a friend of ours was living at too 
much expence, considering how poor an appearance 
he made: If (said he) a man has splendour from 
his expence, if he spends his money in pride or in 
pleasure, he has value: but if he lets others spend it 
por him, which is most r. the case, he has no 
. | advantage from it. 
gy On Friday, March 20, 1 und lim at his own 
18 sitting with Mrs. Williams, and was in- 
' . -. formed: that the room formerly allotted to me was 
PE now appropriated. to a. charitable. purpose; Mrs. 
| 5 Desmoulins, and I think ber daughter, and a Miss 
Carmichael, being all lodged in it. Such was his 
humanity, and such his generosity, that Mrs. Des- 
moulins herself told me, he allowed her half-a-guinea 
a week. Let it be remembered, that this was above 
| a twelfth part of his pension: 
bi] „ liberality, indeed, was at all r of his life 
4 very remarkable. Mr. Howard, of Lichfield, at 
N Whose father's house Johnson bad in his early years 
| . been, kindly received, told me, that when he was a 
| i boy at the Charter-House, his father wrote to him to 
4 go and pay a visit to Mr. Samuel Johnson, which he 
1 accordingly did, and found him in an upper room, 
of poor appearance. Johnson received him with 
much courteousness, and talked a great deal to him, 
as to a school-boy, of the course of his education, 
and other particulars. ;.. When he afterwards came to 
know and understand the high character of this 
great man, he recollected his condescension with 
1 om He added, that when he wat going away, 
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Mr. Johnson presented him with half- a-guinea; and 
this, said Mr. Howard, was at a time when he pro- | 
bably had not another. | 
We retired from Mrs. Williams to another room. | 
Tom Davies soon after. joined us. He had now un- 
fortunately failed in his circumstances, and was much 
indebted to Dr. Johnson's kindness for obtaining for m— 
him many alleviations of his distress; After he went A 8 
away, Johnson blamed his folly in quitting the stage, 
by which he and his wife got five hundred pounds a 
year. I said, I believed it was . to Churchill's 
attack upon him, 


« He mouths a sentence, as curs mouth a bone.“ 8 


Jonxsox. © I believe so too, Sir. But what a man 
is he, who is to be driven from the stage by a line? 
Another line would have driven him from his shop.” 
I told him, that I was engaged as Counsel at the 
bar of the House of Commons to oppose a road-bill 
in the county of Stirling, and asked him what mode 
he would advise me to follow in addressing such an 
audience.  JoHnsON. © Why, Sir, you must provide 
yourself with a good deal of ' extraneous matter, 
which you are to produce occasionally, so as to fill 
up the time; for you must consider, that they do not 
listen much. If you begin with the strength of your 
cause, it may be lost before they begin to listen. 
When you catch a moment of attention, press the 
merits of the question upon them.“ He said, as to 
one point of the merits, that he thought © it would 
be a wrong thing to deprive the small landholders of 
the privilege of assessing themselves for making and 
repairing the high roads; it was destroying a certain 
KI: 
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portion of liberty, without a good reason, which was 
akwuys a bad thing.” When I mentioned this obser- 
vation next day to Mr. Wilkes, he pleasantly Said, 
« What! does he talk of hberty? Liberty i as ridi- 
culons in is mouth as Religion in mine. Mr. 
Wilkes's advice, as to the best mode of speaking at 
the bar of the House of Commons, was not more 
respectful towards the senate, than that of Dr. John- 
son. Be as impudent as you can, as merry as you 
can, and say whatever comes uppermost. Jack Lee 
is the best heard there of any Counsel; and he is 
the most impudent dog, and always abusing us.“ 

In my interview with Dr. Johnson this evening, 
J was quite easy, quite as his companion; upon 
which I find in my Journal the following reflection: 
“ So ready is -my mind to suggest matter for dis- 
satisfaction, that J ſelt à sort of regret that I was $0 
easy. I missed tbat aweful reverence with which I 
used to contemplate MR. SAMUEL Jonvsov, in the 
complex magnitude of his literary, moral, and religi- 


ous character. I have a wonderful superstitious love 


of mystery; when, perhaps, the truth is, that it is 
owing to the clondy* darkness of my own mind. I 
should be glad that J am more advanced in my pro- 
gress of being, so that I can view Dr. Johnson with 

a steadier and clearer eye. My dissatisſnetion to- 


right was foolish. Would it not be foolich to regret 


that we shall have less mystery in a future state? 
That we * now see in a glass darkly,” but shall * then 
see face to face?” —This reflection, which 1 thus 
freely communicate, will be valued by the thinking 


part of my readers, who may n mne me 
Fa Weed abr nate of wind, 4 


> 4 


rr. 
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He. returned next day to Streatham, to Mr; 
Thrale's; where, as Mr, Strahan once complained 
to me, © he was in a great measure absorbed from 
the society of his old friends,” I was kept in London 
by business, and wrote to him on the 27th, that a 
separation from him for a week, when we were 80 
near, was equal to a separation far a year, when we 
were at four hundred miles distance.“ I went to 
Streatham on Monday, March 30. Before he ap- 
peared, Mrs. Thrale made a very characteristical | 
remark : I do not know for certain what will | 
please Dr. Johnson: but I know for certain that it | 4 
will displease him to praise any thing, even what he | 
likes, extravagantly.” | 
At dinner he laughed at querulous declamations | 4 
against the age, on account of luxury, increase of 
London, —scarcity of provisions, —and other such 0 
topicks. 5 Houses (said he) will be built till rents 
fall; and corn is more plentiful now than ever i | 


: 
et, zT 44 . I I no ens — a 


me, called it“ The story told you by the old 
woman.” ( Now, Madam, (said I,) give me leave 
to catch you in the fact : it was not an old woman, 
but an old aan, whom J mentioned as having told 
me this.“ I presumed to take an opportunity, in 
presence of Johnson, of shewing this lively lady 
how ready she was, unintentionally, to deviate from 
exact authenticity of narration... _ ; 
„Thomas à Kempis (he observed) must be a good | 
bock, as the r it, 


was.” 

I had before dinner repeated a ridiculous story | 
told me by an old man who had been a passenger | | 
with me in the stage-coach to-day. Mrs. Thrale, 
having taken occasion to allude to it in talking to | 
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It is said to have been printed, in one language or 


other, as many times as there have been months since 


it first came out. I always was struck with this 


sentence in it: Be not angry that you cannot 
make others as you wish them to be, since you cant 
not make yourself as you wish to be 

He said, I was angry with Hurd about Cowley, 
for having published a selection of his works: but, 
upon better consideration, I think there is no impro- 
priety in a man's publishing as mueh as he chooses 
of any authour, if he does not -put the rest out of the 
way. A man, for instance, -may print the Odes of 
Horace alone.” He seemed to be in a more indut- 
gent humour, than when this subject was discussed 
between him and Mr. Murphy.“ | 

When we were at tea and coffee, there came in 


Lord Trimlestown, in whose family was an ancient 
Irish peerage, but it suffered by taking the generous 


side in the troubles of the last century ＋ He was a 
man of pleasing conversation, and was eee 


by a young gentleman, his son. 


I mentioned that I had in my possession the Life 
of Sir Robert Sibbald, the celebrated Scottish anti- 
quary, and founder of the Royal College of Physi- 
cians at Edinburgh, in the original manuscript in 


his own hand writing; and that it was I believed 


* [The original passage is : Si non potes te talem facere, qualem 
vis, quomodo poteris alium ad tuum habere beneplacitum? De 
Imit. Christ. Lib, i. Cap. xvi. J. B. O.] 

See pp. 328, 329 of Vol. II. 

| + [Since this was written the attainder has been reverees ; and 
Nicholas Barnewall is now a peer of Ireland with this title, The 
person mentioned in the text had studied physick, and prescribed 

gratis to the poor, Hence arose the zubse quent conyersation. | 
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the most natural and candig account of himself that 
ever was given by any man. As ar instance, he 
tells that the Duke of Perth, then Chancellor of 
Scotland, pressed him very much to come over to 
the Roman Catholick faith: that he resisted all his 


Grace's arguments for a considerable time, till one 


day he felt himself, as it were, instantaneously con- 
vinced, and with tears in his eyes ran into the Duke's 
arms, and embraced the ancient religion; that he 
continued very steady in it for- some time, and 
accompanied his Grace to London one winter, and 
lived in his household; that there he found the rigid 
ſasting prescribed by the church very severe upon 
him; that this disposed him to reconsider the con- 
troversy, and having then seen that he was in the 
wrong, he returned to Protestantism. I talked of 
some time or other publishing this curious life. 
Mus. TnRALR. „I think you had as well let alone 
that publication. To discover such weakness ex- 
poses a man when he is gone.” Jonxs ow. Nay, 
it is an honest picture of human nature. How often 
are the primary motives of our greatest actions as 
small as Sibbald's, for his re- conversion.“ Mas. 
THRALE. But may they not as well be forgotten?“ 


Jonxvsox. No, Madam, a man loves to review his 


own mind. That is the use of a diary, or journal.” 
Lond TamtesTowN. © True, Sir. As the ladies 
love to see themselves in a glass; so a man likes to 
see himself in his journal.” BoswzLL. A very 
pretty allusion.” Jonxsov. “ Yes, indeed.” Bos- 
WELL. * And as a lady adjusts her dress before a 
mirror, a man adjusts his character by looking at his 
Journal,” I next year found the very same thought 
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in Atterbury's * Funeral Sermon on Lady Cutts ;” 
where having mentioned her Diary, he ey. * In 
this glass she every day dressed her mind.” This is 
a proof of coincidence, and not of plagiarism ; for I 
had never read that sermon before. | 
| Next morning, while we were at breakfast, Jokn- 
son gave a very carnest recommendation of what be 
himself practised with the utmost conscientiousness: 
I mean a strict attention to truth, even in the most 
minute particulars. *# Accustom your children (said 
he) constantly to this; if a thing happened at one 
window, and they, when . it, say that it hap- 
pened at another, do not let it pass, but instantly 
check them; you do not know where deviation 
from truth will end.” BoswzLL. * It may come to 
the door: and when once an account is at all varied 
in one circumstance, it may by degroes be varied 80 
as to be totally different from what really happened.” 
Our lively bostess, whose fancy was impatient of the 
rein, fidgeted at this, and ventured to say, Nay, 
this is too much. If Mr. Johnson should forbid me 
to drink tea, 1 would comply, as I should feel the re- 
ctraint only twice a day; but little variations in nar- 
rative must happen a thousand times a day, if one is 
not perpetually watching.“ Jonxsox. Well, 
Madam, and you «ugh to be perpetually watching. 
It is more from carelessness about truth than from 
intentional lying, that there is 80 much false hood in 
the world.“ 
| | 10 his werde of. Dr. Wanon's « Essay on the 
N a Writings and Genius of Pope,“ Johnson has given 
bi FE the een salutary caution * this subject ; 
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queney of false information, or enable any man to 
conceive that so many groundless reports should be 
propagated, as every man of eminence may hear of 
hnnself. Some men relate what they think, as what 
they know ; some men of confused memories and 
habitual inaccuracy, ascribe to one man what be- + 
longs to another: and some talk on, without thought * 
or care. A few men are sufficient to broach false- Þ i1 
hoods, which are afterwards innocently diffused b,. F || 
successive relaters.” Had he lived to read what . 
Sir John Hawkins and Mrs. Piozzi have related 
concerning himself, how much would he have ſound 
his Observation illustrated. He was indeed so much 
impressed with the prevalence of falsehood, voluntary '4 
or unintentional, that I never knew any persxon-who _ { 
upon hearing an extraordinary circumstance told, dis- 4 
covered more of the incredulus odi. He would say | 
with a significant look and deeisive tone, It is not 4 
80. Do not tell this again,”* He meulcated upon 


all his friends the importance of perpetual vigilanes 
against the slightest degrees of falsehood ; the effect " 
of which, as Sir Joshua Reynolds observed to me, has 54.8 


been, that all who were of his schoo/ are distinguished 
for a love of truth and accuracy, which they would 


not have possessed in the same degree; em. 
got been n with e | 


- 5 Literary Magazine, 1556, p. 37. F 
6 The following plausible but nne on FP 8ub. 

Ject is given by an Italian writer, quated by ©, Rhed; de generas 

trone intectarum, with the epithet of « iini wal | 
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Talking of ghosts, he said, It is wonderful that 
five thousand years have now elapsed since the crea- 
tion of the world, and still it is undecided whether or 
not there has ever been an instance of the spirit of 
any person appearing\after death. All mp 18 
against it; but all belief is for it.” 

He said, John Wesley's conversation is good, 
but he is never at leisure. He is always obliged to 


go at a certain hour, This is very disagrecable to a 
man who loves to fold his legs and have out his talk, 


as I do.“ 


On Friday, April 3, I dined wich him in London, 


in a company where were present several eminent 


men, whom I shall not name, but distinguish their 


parts in the conversation by different letters. 

F. „ have been looking at this famous antique 
mardle dog of Mr. Jennings, valued at a thousand 
guineas, said to be Alcibiades's dog.“ Jouxsox. 
« His tail then must be docked. That was the 
mark of 'Alcibiades's dog.” E. A thousand 
guineas ! The representation of no animal whatever 
is worth so much. At this rate a dead dog would 
indeed be better than a living lion.” Jonxsox. 
« Sir, it is not the worth of the thing, but of the 


skill in forming it which is so highly estimated. 
Every thing that enlärges the sphere of human 


powers, that shows man he can do what he thought 


be could not do, is valuable. The first man who 
balanced a straw upon his nose; Johnson who rode 
upon three horses at a time; in short, all such men 


deserved the applause of mankind, not on account 
. of the use of what they did, but of the dexterity 


which they * an « Yet a mis- 
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application of time and assiduity is not to be en- 
couraged. Addison, in one of his © Spectators' 
commends the judgement of a King; who as a suit- 
able reward to a man that by long perseverance had 
attained to the art of throwing a' barley-corn through 
the eye of a needle, gave him a bushel of barley.” 
JounsoNn. “ He must bave been a King of Scotland, 
where barley is scarce.“ F. “ One of the most 
remarkable antique figures of an animal is the boar 
at Florence.” JonxvsOo NV. “ The first boar that is 
well made in marble, should be preserved as a won- 
der. When men arrive at a facility of making boars 
well, then the workmanship is not of such value, but 
they should however be preserved as examples, and 


as a greater security for the restoration a ne _ 
should it be lost.“ 


E. We hear prodigious odd at present of 
emigration. | I am convinced that emigration makes 
a country more populous.” J. “ That sounds very 
much like a paradox.“ E. Exportation of men, 
like exportation df all other commodities, makes 
more be produced.”  Jounsox. * But there would 
be more people were thers not emigration, provided 

there were food for more.” E. No; leave a few 
breeders, and you'll have more people than if there 
were no emigration.” Jonnsox. '* Nay, Sir, it is 
plain there will be more people, if there are more 
breeders. Thirty cows in good pasture will produce 
more calves than ten cows, provided they have good 
bulls.” E. There are bulls enough in Ireland.“ 

Jonxsox. (smiling,) “ So, Sir, I should think from 

your argument.“ BoswELL. ' Lou said, exporta- 
tion of men, like exportation of other commodities, 

makes more be produced. But a bounty is given to 
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encourage the exportation of corn, and no bounty is 
given for the exportation of men ; though, indeed, 
those who go, gain by it.” R. (But the bounty on 
the exportation of corn is paid at home.“ E. 


That's the same thing.“ Jonxsow. * No, Sir.“ 


R. “ A man who stays at home, gains nothing by 
his neighbour's emigrating.“ Bos wg. „I can 
understand that emigration may be the cause that 
more people may be produced in a country; but the 


country will not therefore be the more populous ; for 
the people issue from it. It can only be said that 


there is a flow of people. It is an encouragement to 
have children, to know that they can get a living by 


_.emigration” - R. “ Tes, if there were an emigration 


emigrate till they could earn their livelihood in some 


way at home,” C. It is remarkable that the most 


unhealthy countries, where there are the most de- 


© stryctive diseases, such as Egypt and Bengal, are the 
most populous.  Jouysoxn. © Countries which are 
the most populons have the mostdestructive diseases. 
Dat is the true state of the proposition.“ C. Hol- 


land is very unhealthy, yet it is exccedingly popu- 


Jous,” . Jonxson; © I know not that Holland is 
.unhealthy./ But its populousness is owing to an 
influx of people from all other countries. Diseasc 
cannot be the cause of populousness, for it not only 


Carries off a great proportion of the people; but 


those who are left are weakened, ans unfit for the 


of inerease. | 
R. 4 Mr. E. I don't mean is. fatter. beben 


posterity reads one of your speeches in Parliament, 
it will be difficult to believe that you took so much 


paivs, knowing with certainty that it could produce 


no effect, that not one vote would be gained by it.“ 


E. „ Waving your compliment to me, I shall say in 


general, that it is very well worth while for a man to 


take pains to speak well in parliament. A man, who' 
has vanity, speaks to display his talents 3 and ifa 


man speaks well, he gradually establishes a certain 
reputation and consequence in the general opinion, 
which sooner or later will have its political reward. 
Besides, though not one vote is gained, a good speech 
has its effect. Though an act which has been ably 
opposed passes into à law, yet in its progress it is 
modelled, it is soſtened in such a manner, that we tee 
plainly the Minister has been told, that the members 
attached to him are so sensible of its injustice or ab- 
surdity from what they have heard, that it must be 
altered.” Jonts . And, Sir, there is a gratifi- 
cation of pride. Though we cannot out- vote them 


we will out- argue them. They shall not do wrong 
without its being shown both to themselves and to 


the world.“ E. „The House of Commons is 4 
mixed body. (L except the Minority, whieh I hold 
to be pure, [smiling] but I take the whole House.) 
K is a mass by no means pure; but neither is it 
wholly corrupt, though there is a large proportion of 
corruption in it. There are many members who 


generally go with the minister, S will not go alt 


lengths. There are many honest well-meaning 


country gentlemen who are in parliament only to 


keep up the consequence of their families. Upon 
most of khese a good! speec ch will have influence.” 
Jottxs0x. “ We are all more or less governed by 
interest. But interest will not make us do every 


thing. In a case which admits of doubt, we try to 


think on the side which is for our interest, aud gene · 


a. b. 1778. Da. JOHNSON. 1 


—— et 


a. rr EE Bc li mtr 


4 „ * 963 * 4 * was die ˙m Wis af y_ 


="; | THE LIFE OF [&rar. 69. 


rally * ourselves to act accordingly; But the 
subject must admit of diversity of colouring ; it must 
receive a colour on that side. In the House of Com- 
| mons there are members enough who will not vote 
| what is grossly unjust or absurd. No, Sir, there 
must always be right enough, or appearance of right, 
* to keep wrong in countenance.“ BosWELL. * There 
is surely always a majority in parliament who have 
places, or who want to have them, and who therefore 
will be generally ready to support government with- 
out requiring any, pretext.” E. © True, Sir; that 
majority will age follow | | 
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oY Quo clamor vocar et turba Fs ventium.” 


nn 


: 3 6e Well now, let us take the common 
phrase, Place-hunters. I thought they had hunted 
without regard to-any thing, just as their hantsman, 
the Minister, leads, looking only to the prey.” 

J. “ But taking your metaphor, you know that in 

hunting there ate few so desperately keen as to 

| follow without reserve. Some do not choose to leap 

Ma ditches and hedges and risk their necks, or gallop 

|| derer ateeps,0n enen to dirty themselves in bogs and 

1 mire. BoswzLL. I am glad there are some good, 

| quiet, inodernce political hunters:” E. J believe 

in any body oſ men in England 1 should have been 
in the pts J have ann bows in the Mino- 

gh «Be +56 nec i Commons resembles a 
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must de allowed to have had admirable talents as a political writer, 
thus describes the House of Commons, i in his „ Letter to Sir Wil- 
liam Wyndham ;”*— You know the nature of that assembly; 
' they grow, like hounds; fond of the man who r 
r they are 9 { | 
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private company. How seldom is any man con- 
vinced by another's argument; passion and pride rise 
against it.” R. “What would be the consequence, 
if a Minister, sure of a majority in the House of 
Commons, should resolve that there should be no 
speaking at all upon his side.. E. “He must soon 
go out. That has been tried; but it was ſound it 
would not do.” — — — 


E. © The Irish language is not ihn it is 


Teutonick, a“ mixture of the northern tongues: it 


has much English in it.“ Jonxsox. © It may have 


been · radically Teutonick; but English and High _ 
Dutch have no similarity to the eye, though radically 


the same. Once when looking into Low Dutch, I 


ſound, in a whole page, only one word similar to 


English; strom, like stream, and it signified tide.“ 
E. © I remember having seen a Dutch Sonnet, in 
which I found this word, raesnopies. Nobody would 
at first, think that this could be English; but, when 
we enquire, we find roes, rose, and nopte, knob ; 80 
we have rosebuds.” | 

Jounsox. © I have been reading Thickhexe's 

travels which I think are entertaining.” BoswzLL. 
«© What, Sir, a good book? Jonxsox. Yes, Sir, 
to read once; I do not say you are to make a study 
of it, and digest it; and I believe it to be a true 
book in his intention. All travellers generally mean 


to tell truth; though Thicknesse observes, upon 
Smollet's account of his alarming a whole town in 


France by firing a blunderbuss, and frightening a 
French nobleman till he made him tie on his port- 
mantcau, that he would be loth to say Smollet had 
told two lies in one page; but he had ſound the only 
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town in France where these things could have hap- 
pened. Travellers must often be mistaken. In 
every thing, except where mensuration can be ap- 
plied, they may honestly differ. There has been, of 
| late, a strange turn in travellers to be displeased.” 

| E. From the experience which I have had,—and I 
| have bad a great deal, I have learnt to think beter 
wh of mankind.” Jonxsox. “ From my experience ! 
F | jor have found them worse in commercial dealings, more 
#1 disposed to cheat, than I had any notion of; but 
| more disposed to do one another good than I had 
| conceived. J. Less just and more beneficent.” 
| | Jonxsos. © And really it is wonderful, considering 
how much attention is necessary for men to take care 
| oc themselves, and ward off immediate evils which 
press upon them, it is wonderful how much they do 

| for others. As it is said of the greatest liar, that he 
[|] | tells more truth than false hood; so it may be said of 
HEB the worst man, that he does more good than evil.” 
| BoswgLL. © Perhaps from experience men may be 

| found happier than we suppose. JoRxsox. © No, 
| Sir; the gy we enquire, we shall find men the 
less happy.” As to thinking better or worse 
of mankind e experience, some cunning people 
by i! will not be satisfied unless they have put men to the 
/ BY test, as they think. There is a very good story told 
| of Sir Godfrey Kneller, in his character of a Justice 
of the peace. A gentleman brought his servant 
before him, upon an accusation of having stolen some 
money from him; but it having come out that he 
| had laid it purposely in the servant's way, in order to 

| try his honesty, Sir Godfrey sent the master to prison. 
| Jon vsow. To resist temptation - once, is not a 

| | 1 
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sufficent proof of honesty. If a servant, indeed, were 
to resist the continued temptation of silver lying in a 
window, as some people let it lye, when he is sure 
his master does not know how much there is of it, 
he would give a strong proof of honesty. But this 
is a proof to whieh you have no right to pat a man. 


' You know, humanly speaking, there is a certain de- 


gree of temptation, which will overcome any virtue. 
Now, in so far as you approach temptation to a man, 
you do him an injury ;. and, if he is overcome, yot 
share his guilt.” P. “ And, when once en 
it is easier for him to be got the better of again.“ 


BoswWELL. © Yes, you are his seducer; you have 


debauched bim. I have known a man resolved to 
put friendship to the test, by asking a friend to lend 
. with. that view, when be did wet 
want it.” Jounsow. “ That is very wrong, Sir. 
Your friend may be a narrow man, and yet have 


many good qualities: narrowness may be his only 
fault. Now you are trying his general character as 
a friend, by one particular ingly, in which he bap- 
pens to be defective, when, in truth, his character i 18 
composed of many particulars.” | 

E. © I understand the hogshead of claret, which 
this society was favoured with by our friend the 
Dean, is nearly out; I think he should be written 
toy to send another of the same kind. Let the re- 


by * Pope thus introduees this story: 
Fath in such caze if you should prosecute, 
„think Sir Godfrey should decide the suit, 
Who sent the thief who stole the cash away, 
And punist'd him that put it in his way.” | 
©: ork Imitations of Horace, Book II. Lp K 
Vol. 1h, : $ 
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quest be made with a happy ambiguity of expres- 
sion, so that we may have the chance of his sending 
it also as a present.. Jonxsox. I am willing to 
offer my services as secretary on this occasion.“ P. 


* As many as are for Dr. Johnson being Secretary 


hold up your hands,—Carried unanimously.” Bos- 
WELL. He will be our Dictator.” Joaxsov. * No, 


the company is to dictate to me. I am only to write 


for wine; and I am quite disinterested, as I drink 
none; I shall not be suspected of having forged the 


application. I am no more than humble scribe.” E. 


Then you shall prescribe.“ BoswzLL. © Very 
well. The first play of words to-day.” J. © No, 
no; the bulls in Ireland.” Jouxson. © Wete I 
your Dictator you should have no wine. It would 
be my business cavere ne quid dętrimenti Respublica 
caperet, and wine is dangerous. Rome was ruined 
by luxury, (smiling.) E. © If you allow no wine 
as Dictator, you shall not have me for your master 
of horse.” 
On Saturday, April 4,1I rank tea with Johnson at 
Dr. Taylor's, where he had dined. He entertained 
us with an account of a tragedy written by a Dr. 
Kennedy, (not the Lisbon physician.) © The ca- 
tastrophe of it (said he) was, that a King, who was 
zealous of his Queen with his prime-minister, cas- 
trated himself. This tragedy. was actually shewn 


9 The reverse of the story of Combabus, on which Mr. David 
Hume told Lord Macartney, that a friend of his = written a 
tragedy. It is, however, possible that I may have been inaccurate 
in my perception of What Dr. Johnson related, and that he may 
have been talking of the same ludicrous tragical subject that Mr. 


Hume had mentioned. 


[The story of Combabus, which was originally told by Lucian 
ay be found in * Dictionary. ] 
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about in manuscript to several people, and, amongst 
others, to Mr. Fitzhcrbert, who repeated to me two 
lines of the Prologue: 


© Our hero's fate we have but gently touch d; 
The fair might blame us, if it were less couch'd.” 


It is hardly to be believed what absurd and indecent 
images men will introduce into their writings, with- 
out being sensible of the absurdity and indecency. 
I remember Lord Orrery told me, that there was a 
pamphlet written against Sir Robert Walpole, the 
whole of which was an allegory on the PHALLICK. 
OBSCENITY. The Duchess of Buckingham asked 
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Lord. Orrery who this person was? He answered he 


did not know. She said, she would send to Mr. 
Pulteney, who, she supposed, could inform her. 80 
then, to prevent her from making herself ridiculous, 
Lord Orrery sent her Grace a note, in which he gave 
her to understand what was meant.“ - 

He was very silent this evening; and read in a va- 
riety of books: suddenly HI down one, and 
taking up another. "YO 

He talked of going to Streatham that night. 
TavLor. © You'll be robbed if you do: or you must 
shoot a highwayman. Now I would rather be rob- 
bed than do that; I would not shoot a highwayman.” 
Jonxsox. © But I would rather shoot him in the 
instant when he is attempting to rob me, than aſter- 
wards swear against him at the Old-Bailey, to take 
away his Hhfe, after he has robbed me. I am surer I 
am right in the one case than in the other. I may be 
mistaken as to the man, when I swear : I cannot be 
mistaken, if I shoot him in the act. Besides, we feel 
less reluctance to take away a man's life, when we 

N 8 2 


„„ „„ 
— =. * * 
een „— 


* ——— — — — ——— 2 
— = — oe > 


22 


26s THE LIFE OF rar. 6g, 


are heated by the injury, than to do it at a distance 
of time by an oath, after we have cooled.” Bos- 
WELL. © So, Sir, you would rather act from the mo- 
tive of private passion, than that of publick advan- 
IH tage.” Joansoxn. © Nay, Sir, when I shoot the 
| highwayman I act from both.“ Bos wRLL. © Very 
4 well, very well. There is no catching him.“ Joux- 
| sox. „At the same time one does not know what 
| to say. For perhaps one may, a year-after, hang 
| himself from untasiness for having shot à man.“ Few 
= minds are fit to be trusted with so great a thing.” 

| BoswsLz. © Then, Sir, you would not shoot him ?” 
| Jonxsox. © But I might be! wezed afterwards for 


1 that too.“ 
|  Thrale's carriage not having come en as he 
expected, I accompanied him some part of the way 
| home to his own house. I told bim, that I had 
1 talked of him to Mr. Dunning a few days before, and 
1 had said, that in his company we did not 80 much 
i | intercharige conversation, as listen to him; and that 
1 Dunning observed; upon this, * One is always willing 
me to listen to Dr. Johnson:“ to which I answered, 
. «That is a great deal from you, Sir.“ — Yes, Sir, 
Vt erw nn indeed. "Tere is a man 


The late Duke of W was generally 84 to 4 been 
uneasy on that account; but I can contradict the report from his 
Grace's own authority. As Ee ro t me to very easy conversa- 
tion with him, I took the liberty to introduce the subject. His 
Grace told me, that when riding one night near London, he was 
attacked hy two highwaymen on horseback, and that he instantly 
shot one of them, upon which the other galloped off; that his ser- 
vant, who was very well mounted, proposed to pursue him and take 

| him, but that his Grace said, “ No, we have had blood enough: I 
1 ol. hops the manimay ve t en His Grace, upon tay presumi 0 
| | to put the question, assured me, that his mind was not at all ocl 
by what be had thus done in self. defence. 
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willing to listen, to whom the world is listening all 
the rest of the year. BO] LL. © I think, Sir, it is 
right to tell one man of such a handsome thing, 
which has been said of him by another It tends to 
increase benevolence. 2 ng «« Dr 
is right, Sir, 

On Tuesday, April 1, I bireakiated with him at 
his house. He said, nobody was content.” I 
mentioned to him a respectable person in Scotland 
whom he knew; and J asserted, that I really be- 
lieved he was always content. Jonxsot. “ No, Sir, 
he is not content with the present; he has always 
some new scheme, some new plantation, something 
which is future.” You know he was not content as a 
widower; for he married again.” BoswzLL. But 
he is not restless.” Jonxsos. © Sir, he is only lo- 
cally at rest. A ebymist is locally at rest; but his 
mind is hard at work. 'This gentleman has done 
with external exeriions. It is teo late for him to en- 
gage in distant projects. BoswELr., (He seems to 
amuse himself quite well; to have his attention fixed, 
and his tranquillity preserved by very small matters. 


I have tried this; but it would not do with me,” 


Jonxsox. (laughing) “No, Sir; it must be born 
with a man to be contented to take up with little 


things. Women have a great advantage that they 


may take up with little things, without disgracing 
themselves: a man cannot, except with fiddling. Had 
I learnt to fiddle, 1 should have done nothing else.“ 
Bosw8LL, © Pray, Sir, did you ever play on any mu- 
ical instrument? Jouxsov. “ No, Sir. I once 


bought me a flagelet ; but I never made out a tune.” 


BosweLL. © A flugelet, Sir —8o small an jnstry- 
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with admirable readiness, from © Acis and Galatea,” 
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ment ?* I should have liked to hear you play on the 


violoneello. Thai should haye been your instru- 
ment.” Joaxsox. “ Sir, I might as well have played 


on the violoncello as another; but I should have 


done nothing else. No, Sir; a man would never 
undertake great things, could he be amused with 
small. I once tried knotting. Dempster's sister 
undertook to teach me; but I could not learn it.” 
BoswWELL. © So, Sir; it will be related in pompous 
narrative, © Once for his amusement he tried knot- 
ting; nor did this Hercules disdain the distaff.“ 
Jonxs ow. Knitting of stockings is a good amusc- 

ent. As a freeman of Aberdeen I should be a 
knitter of stockings.” He asked me to go down with 
him and dine at Mr. Thrale's at Streatham, to which 
I agreed. I had lent him“ An Account of Scotland, 


in 1702,” written by a man of various enquiry, an 


English chaplain to a regiment stationed there. 
Joxxson. It is sad stuff, Sir, miserably written, as 


books in general then were. There is now an cle- 


gance of style universally diffused. No man now 
writes so ill as Martin's Account of the Hebrides is 
written. A man could not write so ill, if he should 
try. Set a merchant's clerk now to wi and he'll 


do better.” 


He talked to me with ding concern of a certain 
female friend's '* laxity of narration, and inattention 
to truth.” —* 1 am as much vexed (said he) at the 
ease with which she hears it mentioned to her, as at 


a When I told this to Miss 1 she smiled, and 3 
« Bring me a hundred reeds of ample growth, * 
To make a pipe for my caracious our.“ 
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the thing itself. I told her, Madam, you are con- 
tented to hear every day said to you, what the highest 
of mankind have died for, rather than bear. Lou 
know, Sir, the highest of mankind have died rather 
than bear to be told they had uttered a 2 

Do talk to her of it: I am weary.” 

BoswELL. © Was not Dr. John Campbell a 40 
inaccurate man in his narrative, Sir? He once told 
me, that he drank thirteen bottles of port at a sit- 
ting.““ Jonxvsov. Why, Sir, I do not know that 
Campbell ever lied with pen and ink; but you could 
not entirely depend on any thing he told you in 
conversation, if there was fact mixed with it. How- 
ever, I loved Campbell: he was a solid orthodox 
man: he had a reverence ſor religion. Though de- 
fective in practice, he was religious in principle; and 
he did nothing grossly wrong that I have heard.” 

I told him, that I had been present the day before 
when Mrs. Montagu, the literary lady, sat to Miss 
nn for her picture; and that she said, she 


Lord ee observes upon this passage, I have Nay 
him tell many things, which, though embellished by their mode of 
narrative, had their foundation in truth ; but I never remember 
any thing approaching to this. If he had written it, I should have 
supposed some wag had put the figure of one before the three.” —I 
am, however, absolutely certain that Dr. Campbell told me it, and 
I gave particular attention to it, being myself a lover of wine, and 
therefore curious to hear whatever is remarkable concerning drink. 
ing. There can be no doubt that some men can drink, without 
suffering any injury, such a quantity as to others appears incredi. 
ble, It is but fair to add, that Dr. Campbell told me, he took a 
very long time to this great potation ; and I have heard Dr. John- 
son say, © Sir, if a man drinks very slowly, and lets one glass eva- 
porate before he takes another, I know not how long he may drink.” 
Dr, Campbell mentioned a Colonel of Militia who sat with him all 
the time, and drank equally.” _ 
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had bound up Mr. Gibbon's History without the last 
two offensive chapters; for that she thought the 
book so far good, as it gave, in an elegant manner, 
the substance of the bad writers medi; evi, which the 
late Lord Lyttelton advised her to read.” Jonxsox. 
Sir, she has not read them: she shews none of this 
impetuosity to me: she does not know Greek, and, I 
fancy, knows little Latin. She is willing you should 
think she knows them; but she does not say she 
does.” BoswRLL. Mr. Harris, who was present, 
agreed with her.“ Joaxsox. “ Harris was laughing 
at her, Sir. Harris is a sound sullen scholar; he 
does not like interlopers. Harris, however, is a prig, 
and a bad prig.* I looked into his book, and thought 
he did not understand his own system.“ BoswELI. 
&« He says plain things in a formal and abstract way, 
to be sure; but his method is good: for to have clear 
notions upon any subject, we must have recourse to 
analytick arrangement.” Jonxsox. . Sir, it is what 
every body does, whether they will or no. But some- 
times things may be made darker by definition, I sce 
a cow. I define her, Animal quadrupes rummans cor- 
mum. But a goat ruminates, and a cow may have 
no horns. Coco is plainer.” BoswgLL. © I think 
Dr. Franklin's definition of Man a good one— A 
tool-making animal.” Joyxsox. © But many a man 


+ What my friend meant by these words concerning the amiable 
philosopher of Salisbury, I am at a loss to understand. A friend 


suggests, that Johnson thought his manner as a writer affected, 


while at the same time the matter did not compensate for chat fault. 
Inshort, that he meant to make a remark quite different from that 


- which a celebrated gentleman made on a very eminent physician : 


Be is a coxcomb, but a ati factory coxcomb,” 


[The celebrated gentleman here alluded to, was the late Right 


Honourab le William Gerard HamiltonA 
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never made a tool: and ꝛuppose a man without n 
he could not make a tool.” 

Talking of drinking wine, he said, *I did not 
leave aff wine, because I could not bear it; I have 
drunk three bottles of port without being the worse 
for it. University College has witnessed this.” Bos- 
* WELL. ©* Why then, Sir, did you leave it off?“ 
Jonxsox. “ Why, Sir, because it is 80 much better 
for a man to be sure that he is never to be intoxi- 
cated, never to lose the power over himself. I shall 
not begin to drink wine again, till T grow old, and 
want it.“ BosWELL. “I think, Sir, you once said 
to me, that not to drink wine was a great deduction 
from life.” JohN. It is a diminution of plea- 
sure, to be sure; but I do not say a diminution of 
happiness. There is more happiness in being rational.“ 


BoswgLIL. “ But if we could have pleasure always, 


should not we be happy? The greatest part of 
men would compound ſor pleasure.“ Jounson. 
* Supposing we could have pleasure always, an in- 
tellectual man would not eompound for it. The 
greatest part of men would compound, because the 
greatest part of men are gross. BoswELL. “ I allow 
there may be greater pleasure than from wine. I 
have had more pleasure from your conversation. I 
have indeed; I assure you I have.“ Jonxsox. 
* When we talk of pleasure, we mean sensual plea- 
sure. When a man says, he had pleasure with a 


woman, he does not mean conversation, but 8ome- 


thing of a very different nature. Philosophers tell 


you, that pleasure is contrary to happiness. Gross 


men prefer animal pleasure. So there are men who 
have preferred living among savages. Now what a 
wretch must he be, who is content 'with such con- 
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versation as can be had among savages! You may 
remember an officer at Fort Augustus, who had ser- 
ved in America, told us of a woman whom they were 
obliged to bind, in order to get her back from savage 
life.” . BoswsLL. «She must have been an animal, 
a beast. Jonxsox. © Sir, she was a speaking cat.” 
I mentioned to him that I had become very weary 
in a company where I heard not a single intellectual 
sentence, except that © a man who had bcen settled 
ten years in Minorca was become a much inferiour 
man to what he was in London, because a man's 
mind grows narrow in a narrow. place.” Jonxsox. 
* A man's mind grows narrow in a narrow place, 
whose mind 1s enlarged only because he has lived in 
a large place: but what is got by books and thinking 
is preserved in a narrow place as well as in a large 
place. A man cannot know modes of life as well in 
Minorca as in London; but he may study mathema- 


ticks as well in Minorca.“ BoswzLL. I don't 


know, Sir: if you had remained ten years in the Isle 
of Col, you would not have been the man that you 
now are.” JonxNsON. Tes, Sir, if I had been there 
from fifteen to twenty-five; but if not from twenty-five 
to thirty-five,” BoswELL. © I own, Sir, the spirits 
which I have in London make me do every thing 


with more readiness and vigour, I can talk twice as 


much in London as any where else.“ 

Of Goldsmith, be said, © He was not an agree- 
able companion, for he talked always for fame. A 
man who does so never can be pleasing. The man 
who talks to unburthen his mind is the man to de- 
light you. An eminent friend of ours is not $0 


agreeable as the variety of his knowledge would 


1* 
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otherwise make "any" because he talks partly from YM! 
ostentation.“ 1 
Soon after our arrival at Thralc's, I heard one of 1 
the maids calling eagerly on another, to go to Dr. | 
Johnson. I wondered what this could mean. 
atterwards learnt, that it was to give her a Bible, 
which he had brought an London as a present ö 
ther, ).4 : $8 
He was for a considerable time occupied in read- Sil | 
ing“ Memoires de Fontenelle,” leaning and swinging | 
upon the low gate into the court, without his hat. | 
I looked into Lord Kaimes's “ Sketches of the | 
History of Man ; and mentioned to Dr. Johnson his | 
| 


censure of Charles the Fifth, for celebrating his 
funeral obsequies in his life-time, which, I told him, Wt 
I had been used to think a solemn and affecting act. 4 
Jonxsoxv. Why, Sir, a man may dispose his mind | 
to think so of that act of Charles; but it is 80 | 
liable to ridicule, that if one man out of ten thousand } 
laughs at it, he'll make - the other nine thousand | 
nine hundred and ninety-nine * too. I could | | BY 
not agree with him in this, 
Sir John Pringle had expressed a wick that I would 
ask Dr. Johnson's opinion what were the best English 
sermons for style. I took an opportunity to-day of 
mentioning several to him. Atterbury? Jonxsox. 
6“ Yes, Sir, one of the best.“ BoswRLILI. Tilla 
son?” JohN N. Why, not now. I should not 
advise a preacher at this day to imitate Tillotson's 
style; though I don't know; I should be cautious 
of objecting to what has been applauded by so many 
suffrages.— Sou is one of the best, if you except 
his peculiarities, and his violence, and sometimes 


_ ecarseness of language. — Seed has a very fine style; 
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but he is not very theological. —Fortin's sermons are 
very elegant.—Sherlock's style too is very elegant, 
though he has not made it his principal study.—And 


you may add Smailridge. All the latter preachers 
have a good style. Indeed, nobody now talks much 


of style: every body composes pretty well. There 
are no such inbarmonious periods as there were a 


hundred years ago. I should recommend Dr. Clarke's 


sermons, were he orthodox. However, it is very well 


known where he was not orthodox, which was upon the 


doctrine of the Trinity, as to which he is a condemned 
heretick ; $0 one is aware of it.” BoswELL. ,* I like 


Ogden's Sermons on Prayer very much, both for neat- 


ness of style and subtilty of reasoning.” Jonxsox. 
I should like to read all that Ogden has written.” 
BoswELL. -* What I wish to know is, what sermons 
afford the best specimen of English pulpit elo- 
quence,” Johxsox. We have no sermons ad- 
dressed to the passions, that are good for any thing; 
if you mean that kind of eloquence.” A CrERGO Y- 
MAN : (whose name I do not recollect.) * Were not 


Dodd's sermons addressed to the passions ?” Jonx- 


80N. (They were nothing, Sir, be they addressed 


to what they may.“ 


At dinner, Mrs. Thrale expressed a wish to go 
and sce Scotland. Jonxson. “ Seeing Scotland, 
Madam, is only seeing a worse England. It is sce- 
ing the flower gradually fade away to the naked 


stalk. Seeing the Hebrides, indeed, is seeing quite 


a different scene. . 
Our poor friend, Mr. Thomas ion was soon to 


have a benefit at Drury-lane theatre, as some relief 


to his unfortunate cireumstances. We were all 


_ warmly interested for his success, and had contri- 
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buted to it. However, we thought there was no 
harm in having our joke, when he could not be hurt 
by it. I proposed that he should be brought on to 
speak a Prologue upon the occasion; and I began 
to mutter fragments of what it might be: as, that 
when now grown old, he was obliged to cry, © Poor 
Tom's a-cold ;”-—that he owned he had been driven 
from the stage by a Churchill, but that this was no 
disgrace, for a Churchill had beat the French; 
that he had been satyrised as © mouthing a sentence 
as curs mouth a bone,” but he was now glad of a 


bone to pick. — Nay, (said Johnson, I would have 


him to say, 
« Mad Tom is come to sce the world again.” 


. He and I returned to town in the evening. Upon 
the road, I endeavoured to maintain, in argument, 
that a landed gentleman is not under any obligation 
to reside upon his estate; and that by living in 


London he does no injury to his country. Jonx- 


$08. * Wy, Sir, he does no injury to his country in 
general, because the money which he draws from it 
gets back again in circulation ; but to his particular 


district, his particular parish, he does an injury. 


All that he has to give away is not given to those 
who have the first claim to it. And though I have 
said that the money circulates back, it is a long time 


before that happens. Then, Sir, a man of family 


and estate ought to consider himself as having the 
charge of a district, over which he is to diffuse ci- 


vility and — "0 


* [See, however, Vol. IL yr 194; 195, where his decision on 
this $ubject, is more favoutable- to the Abventee. ] "_y 
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Next day I found him at bome in the morning. 
He praised Delaney's Observations on Swiſt;” 
said thai his book and Lord Orrery's might both be 
true, though one viewed Swift more, ant the other 
less favourably; and that, between both, we might 


have a complete notion of Swift. 


Talking of a man's resolving to deny himself the 
use of wine, from moral and religious considerations, 
he said, He must not doubt about it. When one 


doubts as to pleasure, we know what will be the 


conclusion. I now no more think of drinking wine, 


than a horse does. The, wine upon the table is 


no more ſor me, than for the dog that is under thc 
table... 

On Thursday, April 9, 1 dined with him at Sir 
Joshua Reynolds's, with the Bisbop of St. Asaph, 
(Dr. Shipley,) Mr. Allan Ramsay, Mr. Gibbon, Mr. 
Cambridge, and Mr. Langton. Mr. Ramsay had 
lately returned from Italy, and entertained us with 
his observations upon Horace's villa, which be. had 


examined with great care. I relished this much, as 


it brought fresh into my mind what, I had viewed 
with great pleasure thirteen. years before. The 
Bishop, Dr. Johnson, and Mr. Cambridge, joined 
with Mr. Ramsay, in recollecting the various lines 
in Horace relating to the subject. | 
Horace's journey to Brundusium being mentioned, 


Johnson observed, that the brook which he describes 


is to be seen now, exactly as at that time; and that 
he had often wondered how it happened, that small 
brooks, such as this, kept the same situation for 
ages, notwithstanding earthquakes, by which even 
mountains have been changed, and agriculture, which 


produces such a variation upon the surface of the 


erer 
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earth. CAB DEB. A Spanish writer has this 
thought in a poetical conceit. After observing that 
most of the solid structures of Rome are totally pe- 
rished, while the Tiber remains the same, he adds, 


« Lo que era Firme huis Solamente, 
Lo Figitivo permanece y dura.” 


Jonxsox. © Sir, that is taken from Janus Vilalis: 


cc 


immola labescunt ; 
« Et que perpetud sunt agitata manent.” 


The Bishop said, it appeared from Horace's wri- 
tings that he was a cheerful contented man. Joux- 
SON. © We have no reason to believe that, my Lord. 
Are we to think Pope was happy, because he says 
S0 in his writings? We see in his writings what he 


wished the state of his mind to appear. Dr. Young, ' 


who pined for preferment, talks with contempt of it 
in his writings, and affects to despise every thing 
that he did not despise.” Brsnoy or Sr. ASAPH. 
He was like other chaplains, looking for vacancies : 
but that is not peculiar to the clergy. I remember 
when I was with the army, after the battle of La- 
feldt, the officers seriously grumbled that no general 
was killed.” _ Camprincs. © We may believe HH 

race more when he says ZM; Vd 


60 Rome Tibur amem, ventosus Tibure Roman ;” 
than when he boasts of his consistency : 


Me constare mit scis, et decedere tristem, 


. Quandocunque trahunt invisa negotia Romam.” | 


BoswkLL. « How hard is it that man can never be 
at rest. RAusAVY. © It is not in his nature to be at 
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rest. When he is at rest, he is in the worst state 
that he can be in; for he bas nothing to agitate him. 
| He is then like the man in the Irish song, 

| There liv'd a young man in Ballinacrazy, 

| Who wanted a wiſe for to make him unajsy.” 


that it was long before his merit came to be acknow- 
ledged. That he once complained to him, in ludi- 
corous terms of distress, Whenever I write any thing, 
| the publick make à point to know nothing about it: 
but that his Traveller” “ brought him into high 
reputation. Lax Sr. There is not one bad line 
in that poem; not one of Dryden's carcless verses.” 
Str Josua. I was glad to hear Charles Fox say, 
it was one of the finest poems in the English lan- 
guage.” Lax rom. Why was you glad? You 
surely had no doubt of this before. Jonxsox. 
No; the merit of The Traveller is so well 
established, that Mr. Fox's praise cannot augment 
| it, nor his censure diminish it.“ Sin JosnuA. But 
_*. 0 his friends may suspect they had too great a partiality 
for him.” Jonxsox. © Nay, Sir, the partiality of 
his friends was always against him. It was with dif- 
ſiculty we could give him a hearing. Goldsmith 
1 had no settled notions upon any subject; so he 
talked always at random. It seemed to be his in- 
tention to blurt out whatever was in his mind, and 
sce what would become of it. He was angry too, 
when catched in an absurdity; but it did not prevent 
| him from falling into another the next minute. I 
| n Chamier, after talking with him for some 


. | Goldsmith being mentioned, Johnson observed, 
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time, said, Well, I do believe he wrote this poem 
himself: and, let me tell you, that is believing a 
great deal.“ Chamier once asked him, what he 


meant by s/ow, the last word in the first line of 


The Traveller, 
© Remote, unfriended, Wade slow. 


Did he mean tardiness of locomotion? Goldsmith, 
who would say something without consideration, an- 
swered, Yes.” I was sitting by, and said, No, 


Sir; you do not mean tardiness of locomotion; you 
mean, that sluggishness of mind which comes upon 


a man in solitude. Chamier believed then that I had 
written the line as much as if he had seen me write it. 
Goldsmith, however, was a man, who, whatever he 


wrote, did it better than any other man could do. 
He deserved a place in Westminster-Abbey, and 


every year he lived, would have deseryed it better. 
He had, indeed, been at no pains to fill his mind 
with knowledge. He transplanted it ſrom one place 
to another; and it did not settle in his mind; 80 be 
could not tell what was in his own books.” 

We talked of living in the country. Jouxnsox. 
No wise man will go to live in the country, unless 


he has something to do which can be better done in 


the country. For instance: if he is to shut himself 
up for a year to study a science, it is better to look 
out to the fields, than to an opposite wall. Then, if a 
man walks out in the country, there is nobody to 


keep him from walking in again: but if a man walks 
out in London, he is not sure when he shall walk in 


again, A great city is, to be sure, the school for 
studying life; and © The proper study of mankind is 
man, as Pope observes. BoswWELL, © I * Lon- 
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don is the best place for society; though 1 have 
heard that the very first society of Paris is still be- 


vond any thing that we have bere.“ Jouvsox. 
Sir, I question if in Paris such a company as is 
sitting round this table could be got together in less 
than half a year. They talk in France of the felicity 
of men and women hving together: the truth is, 
that there' the men are not higher than the women, 
they know no more than the women do, and they 
are not held down in their conversation by the pre- 
sence of women.”  RamsAav. © Literature is upon 


| the growth, it is in its spring in France. Here it 


is rather pate. 'Jonnson. Literature was in 
France long before we had it. Paris was the second 
city for the revival of letters: Italy had it first, to be 
sure. What have we done for literature, equal td 
what was done by the Stephani and others in France 
Our literature came to us through France. Caxton 
printed only rwo books, Chaucer. and Gower, that 
were not translations from the French ; and Chaucer, 
we know, took much from the Italians. No, Sir, if 
literature be in its spring in France, it is a second 
spring; it is aſter a winter. We are now before the 
French in literature; but we had it long after them. 
In England, any man who wears à sword and a 


powdered wig is ashamed to be illiterate. I believe 


it is not so in France. Let there is, probably, a 


| great deal of learning in France, because they have 


such a number of religious establichments ; so many 
men who have nothing else to do but to study. I 
do not know this; but I take it upon the common 
principles of chance. Where there are many shoot- 
ay some will hit.” | 
We. talked of old age. e bon in i 
| 1 | 
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seventieth year,) said, © It is a man's own fault, it 
is from want of use, if his mind grows torpid in old 
age.” The Bishop asked, if an old man does not 
lose faster than he gets. Jonxxsox. © I think not, 
my Lord, if he exerts himself.“ One of the company 
rashly observed, that he thought it was happy for an 


old man that insensibility comes upon him. Jonx- 
som: (with a noble elevation and disdain,) “ No, 


Sir, I should never be happy by being less rational.” 
Bisnor or ST. As4arn. © Your wish then, Sir, is 
yngarces didarzojurrc.” JOUNSON., © Yes, my Lord.” 


His Lordship mentioned a charitable establishment 


in Wales, where people were maintained, and sup- 
plied with every thing, upon the condition of their 
contributing the weekly produce of their labour; 
and he said, they grew quite torpid for want of pro- 
perty. Jonxsox. They have no object for hope. 
Their condition . be better. It is rowing with- 
out a port.” 
One of the company asked bim the meaning of 
the expression in Juvenal, wnius lacertz. Jounson. 
I think it clear enough; as much ground as one 
may have a chance to find a lizard upon.” 


— Commentators have differed as to the exact mean- 
;ng of the expression by which the Poet intended to 


enforce the sentiment contained in the passage where 
these words occur, It is enough that they mean to 


—² rn 1 


| a man's own: 


« Est bend quocungue «bo 3 a 
*© Unius sese dominum fecisse lacerta.” 


This scason there was a whimsical fahion 1 in the 


neWepepers * applying Shakspeare's words to de- 


T 2 
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_ *scribe living persons well known in the world; which 

was done under the title of © Modern Characters fron 
* Shaksptare;” many of which were admirably adapted. 
The fancy took so much, that they were afterwards 
collected into a pamphlet. Somebody said to John- 
son, across the table, that he had not been in those 
characters. | © Yes (said he) I have. I should have 
been sorry to be left out.“ He then _ what 
had been applied to him, 


« . must borrow Ge s mouth.” 


Nis Reynolds not perceiving at once the meaning | 
of this, he was obliged to explain it to her, which 
had something of an aukward and ludicrous effect. 
« Why, Madam, it has a reference to me, as using 
big words, which require the mouth of a giant to 
pronounce them. Garagantua is the name of a giant 
in Rabelais.“ BosweLL. « But, 1 there is an- 
other amongst them for you : | 


© He would not flitter Neptune "K his trident, 
Or Joe for his power to thunder.” 


* There is nothing marked in that. No, 
Sir, Garagantua is the best.“ Notwithstanding this 
ease and good humour, when I, a little while after- 
wards, repeated his sarcasm' on Kenrick, which was 
received with applause, he asked, I ho said that * 
and on my suddenly answering, Garagantua, he looked 
Serious, which was a sufficient indication that he did 
not wish it to be kept up. 
When we went to the drawing- room there was a 
rich assemblage. Besides the company who had 


> See Vol, I. p. 461. 
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been at dinner, there were Mr. Garrick, Mr. Harris 
of Salisbury, Dr. Percy, Dr. Burney, Honourable 
Mrs. Cholmondeley, Miss Hannah More, &c. &. 
After wandering about in a kind of pleasing dis- 


traction for some time, I got into a corner, with , 


Johnson, Garrick, and Harris. GannIcR: (to Har- 
ris.) © Pray, Sir, have you read Potter's Aschylus ?”” 
Hannrs. © Yes; and think it pretty.” GAnkrck. 
(to Johnson.) © And what think you, Sir, of it?“ 
Jonnsox. © I thought what I read of it verbiage: 


but upon Mr. Harris's recommendation, I will read 


a play. (To Mr. Harris.) Don't prescribe two.” 
Mr. Harris suggested. one, I do not remeinber which. 
Jonxsox. ©* We must try its effect as an English 
poem ; that is the way to judge of the merit of a 
translation. Translations are, in general, for people 
who cannot read the original.“ I mentioned the 
vulgar saying, that Pope's Homer was not a good 


representation of the original. Jonxsow. „ Sir, 


it is the greatest work of the kind that has ever 
been produced.“ BoswzLT. The truth is, it is 
impossible perfectly to translate poetry. In a dif- 
ferent language it may be the same tune, but it has 
not the same tone. Homer plays it on a bassoon ; 
Pope on a flagelet.“ Harnis. «I think heroick poetry 
is best in blank verse ; yet it appears that rhyme is 
essential to English poetry, from our deficiency in 
metrical quantities. In my opinion, the chief excel- 
lence of our language is numerous prose. Jonx- 


so v.“ Sir William Temple was the first writer Wo 


gave cadence to English prose. Before his time 
they were careless of arrangement, and did not mind 
whether a sentence ended with an important word 


or an insignificant word, or with what part of speech 
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it was concluded.“ Mr. Langton, who now had 
Joined us, commended Clarendon, Jounsopy, He 
is objected to for his parentheses, his involved clanses, 
and his want of harmony. But he is supported by 
his matter. It is, indeed, owing to a plethory of 
matter that his style is so faulty. Every subs/ance, 
(smiling to Mr. Harris,) has so many accidents.—To 
be distinet, we must talk analytically, If we analyse 
language, we must speak of it grammatically ; if we 
aualyse argument, we must speak of it logically.” 
Garrick. Of all the translations that ever were 
attempted, I think Elphinston's Martial the most 
extraordinary. He consulted me upon it, who am a 
little of an epigrammatist myself, you know. I told 
him freely, You don't seem to have that turn. I 
asked him if he was serious; and finding he was, I 
advised him against publishing. Why his translation 
is more difficult to understand than the original. I 
thought him a man of some talents; but he scems 
crazy in this.“ Jonxsox. © Sir, you have done what 
I had not courage to do. But he did not ask my 
advice, and I did not force it upon him, to make 
him angry with me.” GaRnGRK. But as a friend, 
Sir—,”  Joxxsox. * Why, such a friend as I am 
with him—no.” Garmcs. © But if you see a friend 
going to tumble over a precipice?“ Jouxsox. 
That is an extravagant case, Sir. Tou are sure a 
friend will thank you ſor hindering him from tum- 
bling over a precipice: but, in the other case, I 
should hurt his vanity, and do him no good. Ho 
would not take my advice. His brother-in-law, 
Strahan, sent him a subscription of fifty pounds, and 
said he would send him fifty more, if he would not 
- publish.” Ganrrcx. © What! ch! is Strahan a 
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good judge of an Epigram? Is. not he rather an 
obtuse man, eh? _Jonnson, © Why, Sir, he may 
not be a judge of an Epigram: but you see he 
is a judge of what is wot an Epigram,” BoswsLL, 


* It is easy for you, Mr. Garrick to talk to an au- 


thour as you talked to Elphinsten ; you, who have 
been so long the manager of a theatre, rejecting the 
plays of poor authours, You. are an old Judge, who 
have often pronounced sentence of death. You are 
a practised surgeon, who have often amputated 
limbs; and though this may have been for the good 
of your paticnts, they cannot like you. Those who 
have undergone a dreadful operation, are not very 
fond of seeing the operator again.” GARRICK..* Yes, 
I know enough of that. There was a reyerend gen- 
tleman, (Mr, Hawkins,) who wrote a tragedy, the 
SIEGE of something,“ which I refused. Harris. 
© So, the siege was raised.“  JoxxsoN, “ Ay, he 
came to me and complained ;. and told me, that 
Garrick said his play was wrong in the con- 
coction. - Now, what is the concoction of a play? 


(Here Garrick started, and twisted himself, and 
seemed sorely vexed; ſor Johnson told me, he be- 
lieved the story was true.) Gan¹Hcͤ . III 
said first concoction. Jonxsox: (ﬆmiling.). « Well, 


he left out firs. And Rich, he said, reſused him in 

false English : he cauld shew it under his band.” 
Gannick. “He wrote to me in violent wrath, for 
having refused his play: © Sir, this is growing a we 
serious and terrible affair, I am resolved to publis 


my play. I will appeal to the world ; and how will 


6 It was called © The Siege of A = ' Mr, Hawkins, the 


Authour of it, was formerly Professor of Poetry at Oxford, It i 125 
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pour judgement appear? I answered, Sir, not- 
withstanding all the seriousness, and all the terrours, 
I have no objection to your publishing your play; 
and as you live at a great distance, Devonshire, I 
(|; believe,) if you will send it to me, I will convey it 
tt | to the press. I never heard more of it, ha! ha! ha!” 
Lt On Friday, April 10, I found Johnson at home in 
1? | the morning. We resumed the conversation of 
yesterday. He put me in mind of some of it which 
had escaped my memory, and enabled me to record 
F it more perfectly than I otherwise could have done. 
1 He was much pleased with my paying so great at- 
ng tention to his recommendation in 1763, the period 
mt when our acquaintance began, that I should keep a 
14 journal; and I could perceive he was seoretly pleased 
* to find so much of the fruit of his mind preserved; 
and as he had been used to imagine and say that he 
always laboured when he said a good thing—it de- 
ligbted him, on a review, to find that his conversa- 
tion teemed with point and imagery. 
I said to him,“ You were yesterday, Sir, in re- 
markably good humour: but there was nothing to 
offend you, nothing to produce irritation or violence. 
© There was no bold offender. There was not one 
capital conviction. It was a maiden assize. Lou 
Han on your white gloves.” 
| . He ſound fault with our friend Wi ſor bing 
been too silent. Sir, (said I.) you will recollect, 
| \ . that he very properly took up Sir ak for being 
EY glad that Charles Fox had praised Goldsmith's © Tra- 
VvVveller, and you joined him.“ Jonxsox. © Yes, Sir, 
I knocked Fox on the head, without ceremony. 
| Reynolds is too much under Fox and Burke at pre- 
. sent. He is under the Fox star and the Jrish con- 
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sfellatiom. He is always under some planet.“ Bos 
WELL, © There is no Fox star.“ Joxxsox. ©* But 
there is a dog star.“ Bosw IL. They Say, indegd, 
a fox and a dog are the same animal. 

I reminded him of a. gentleman, who, Mrs, 
Cholmondeley said, was first talkative from affectation, 


and then silent from the same cause; that he first 


thought, © I shall be celebrated as the liveliest man 
in every company 3” and then, all at once, O!] it 
is much more respectable to be grave and look wise.“ 


% He has reversed the Pythagorean discipline, by x 


being first talkative, and then silent. He reverses 
the course of Nature too : he was first the gay but- 
terfly, and. then the creeping worm.” Johnson 
laughed loud and long at this expansion and illustra- 
tion of what he himself had told me. 

We dined together with Mr. Scott (now Sir Wil- 
Ham Scott, his Majesty's Advocate General,) at his 
chambers in the Temple, nobody else there. The 
company being small, Johnson was not in such spi- 
rits as he had been the preceding day, and for a con- 
siderable time little was said. At last he burst forth, 
* Subordinatjon is sadly broken down in this age. 
No man, now, has the same authority which his 
father had,—except a gaoler. No master has it over 
his servants: it is diminivhed in our colleges ; nay, 


in our grammar-schools.” BoswzLL. What is the 


cause of this, Sir?“  Jonxsox. © Why the coming 
in of the Scotch, (laughing sarcastically). Bos- 
WELL. “ That is to say, things have heen turned 
topsy turvey. But your serious cause.“ Jonxsox. 
© Why, Sir, there are many causes, the chief of 
which is, I think, the great increase of money. No 
man now depends upon the Lord of a Manour, 
when he can send to another country, and fetch 
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provisions, The shoe-blaek at the entry of my court 
does not depend on me. I can deprive him but of 
a penny a day, which he hopes somebody else will 
bring him; and that penny I must carry to another 
shoe- black, so the trade suffers nothing. I have ex- 


plained, in my Journey to the Hebrides,” how gold 
and silver destroy feudal subordination. But, be- 
sides, there is a general relaxation of reverence. No 


son now depends upon bis father as in former times, 
Paternity used to be considered as of itself a great 
thing, which bad a right to many claims. That is, 


in general, reduced to very small bounds. My hope 


is, that as anarchy produces tyranny, this extreme 


welanation will produce ſreni 5trictio,” __ 
Talking of. fame, for which there is 80 8 3 


| Pt F observed how little there is of it in reality, 


compared with the other objects of human attention. 
* Let every man recollect, and he will be sensible 
how small a part of his time is employed in talking or 
thinking of Shakspeare, Voltaire, or any of the most 


_ celebrated men that have ever lived, or are now sup- 


posed to occupy the attention and admiration 'of the 


world. Let this be extracted and compressed into 


what a narrow space will it go! I then slily intro- 
duced Mr. Garrick's ſame, and his assuming the 
airs of a great man. Jonxsox. © Sir, it is wonderful 


how liuule Garrick assumes. No, Sir, Garrick /or- 


tunam reverenter habet. Consider, Sir: celebrated 
men, such as you have mentioned, have had their 


. applause at a distance; but Garrick had it dashed in 
his face, sounded in his ears, and went home every 


night with the plaudits of a thousand in his cranium. 


Thea, Sir, Garrick did not nd, but made his way to 


the tables, the levees, and almost the bed - chambers of 
the great. Then, Sir, Garrick had under him a nume- 
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rous body of people ; who, from fear of his power, and 

hopes of his favour, and admiration of his talents, 9 

were constantly submissive to him. And here is a 1 
| 


man who has advanced the dignity of his profession. 
Garrick has made a player a higher character.” Scorr. 
And he is a very sprightly writer too.” Jonxsox. 1 
* Yes, Sir; and all this supported by great wealtn 
of his own acquisition. If all this had happened to 
me, I should have had a couple of fellows with long 
poles walking before me, to knock down every bodyx i | 
that stood in the way, Consider, if all this had 81 
happened to Cibber or Quin, they'd, have jumped [| 
over the moon,—Yet Garrick Speaks to . (smi- [ 
ling.) BoswELL. And Garrick is a very good | | 
man, a charitable man.” Jonxsox. * Sir, a liberal 5 
man, He has given away more money than any 
man in England. There may be a little vanity 
mixed: but he has shewn, that money is not his first 
Object.“ BoswRLL. © Yet Foote used to say of him, 
chat he walked out with an intention to do a gene- 
rous action; but, turning the corner of a street, he 
met with the ghost of a halfpenny, which Irightened 
| him,” Jonxsox. Why, Sir, that is very true, too ; 
tor I never knew a man of whom it could be said 
with less certainty to-day, what he will do to- mor- 
row, than Garrick it depends so much on his hu- 
mour at the time. Scorr. I am glad to hear of 
his liberality. He has been represented as very 
saving.“ Jon. With his domestick saving we 
have nothing to do. I remember drinking tea with 
him long ago, when Peg Woffington made it, and 
he grumbled at her for making it too strong.“ He 
When Johnson told this little anecdote to Sir Joshua Reynolds, 


he mentioned a circumstance which he a hb 
(said Gartick) it is as red as blood. 
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bad then begun to feel money in his purse, and did 
not know when he should have enough of it.” 


On the subject of wealth, the proper use of it, 


and the effects of that art which is called ceconomy, ' 


he observed. © It is wonderful to think how men of 
very large estates not only spend their yearly incomes, 


but are often actually in want of money. It is clear, 


they have not value for what they spend. Lord 


Shelburne told me, that a man of high rank, who 
looks into his own affairs, may have all that he ought 
to have, all that can be of any use, or appear with 


any advantage, for five thousand pounds a year. 
Therefore, a great proportion must go in waste ; and, 
indeed, this is the case with most people, whatever 


their fortune is.“ BoswsLL. © I have no doubt, 
Sir, of this“ But how is it? What is waste?“ 
Jonnsox. © Why, Sir, breaking bottles, and a thou- 
sand other things. Waste cannot be accurately told, 
though we are sensible how destructive it is. Ho- 


nomy on the one hand, by which a certain income 
is made to maintain a man genteely, and waste on 
the other, by which, on the same income, another 


man lives shabbily, cannot be defined. It is a very 


nice thing: as one man wears his coat out much 
sooner than another, we cannot tell how.“ 


We talked of war. Jonxsox. © Every man 


thinks meanly of himself for not having been a sol- 


dier, or not having been at sea.“ BosweELL. 


* Lord Mansfield does not.” Jounsox. © Sir, 


if Lord Mansfield were in a company of General 
Officers and Admirals who have been in service, he 
* would sbriak; he'd wish to creep under the table.” 


BosWELL, * No ; . he'd think he could zry them all.” 


_Jounson. *© Yes, if he could catch them: but 
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they d try him much sooner. No, Sir; were So- 
crates and Charles the "Twelfth of Sweden both 
present in any company, and Socratcs to say, 
Follow me, and hear a lecture in philosophy; and 
Charles, laying his hand on his sword, to say, Fol. 
low me, and dethrone the Czar;' a man would be 
ashamed to follow Socrates. Sir, the impression is 
universal: yet it is strange. As tb the sailor, when 
you look down from the quarter deck to the space 
below, you see the utmost extremity of human 


misery: such erouding, such filth, such stench 1” 


BoswzLLI. © Yet sailors are happy. Jonxsow. 
They are happy as brutes are happy, with a piece 


of fresh meat, with the grossest sensuality. But, 


Sir, the proſession of soldiers and sailors has the 
dignity of danger. Mankind reverence those who 
have got over fear, which is so general a weak- 
ness, Scorr. But is not courage mechanical, 


and to be acquired? Jonxso v. Why yes, Sir, in 


a collective sense. Soldiers consider themselves only 
as parts of a great machine. Scorr. “ We find 
people fond of being sailors.“ Jouxson: * I can- 
not account for that, any more than I can account 
for other strange perversions of imaginationg——-w 


His abhorrence of the proſession of a sailor was : 


_ uniformly violent; but in conversation he always 
exalted the profession of a soldier. And yet I have, 
in my large and various collection of his writings, a 


letter to an eminent friend, in which he expresses 
himself thus: My god-som called on me lately. 
He is weary, and rationally weary, of a military life. 


If you can place him in some other state, I think 
you may increase his happiness, and secure his virtue. 


A soldier's time is passed in distress and danger, or 
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in-idleness and corruption.” Such was his cool re- 
flection in his study; but whenever he was warmed 
and animated by 'the presence of company, he, 


ke other philosophers, whose minds are impregnated 


with poetical fancy, caught the common enthusiasm 


. for splendid renown. | 
He talked of Mr. Charles Fox, of whose abilities 

be thought highly, but observed, that he did not 
talk much at our CL.us. I have heard Mr. Gibbon 


remark, © that Mr. Fox could not be afraid of Dr. 


Johnson; yet he certainly was very shy of saying 
any thing in Dr. Johnson's presence.“ Mr. Scott 


now quoted what was said of Alcibiades by a Greck 


poet, to which Johnson assented. 


He told us, that he had given Mrs. Montagu a ca- 


talogue of all Daniel Defoe's works of imagination ; 


most, if not all of which, as well as of his other 
works, he now enumerated, allowing a considerable 
share 'of merit to a man, who, bred a tradesman, 


had written so varionsly and so well. Indeed, bis 
* Robinsorr Crusoe“ pray nr peta apnea 
| hig-regatation. | 


He expressed great indignation at the 1 imposture of 


the Cock- lane Ghost, and related, with much satis- 


faction, how he had assisted in detecting the cheat, 


and had published an account of it in the news- 


papers. Upon this subject I incautiously offended him, 


by pressing him with too many questions, and he 
shewed his displeasure. I apologised, saying that 


«I asked questions in order to be instructed and 
entertained; I repaired eagerly to the fountain ; | 


but that the moment he gave me a hint, the mo- 
ment be put a lock upon the well, 1 desist 


But, Sir, (aid he,) that is forcing one to do a th 
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agreeable thing:” and he continued to rate me. 
* Nay, Sir, (said I,) when you have put a lock upon 


the well, so that I can no longer drink, do not 
make the fountain of your wit play upon me and 


wet me.“ 

He sometimes could not bear being teazed with 
questions. I was once present when a gentleman 
asked so many, as, © What did you do, Sir?“ 


„What did you say, Sir?” that he at last grew en- 


raged, and said, I will not be put to the gques Hen. 
Don't you consider, Sir, that these are not the 
manners of a gentleman? I will not be baited with 
what, and why; what is this? what is that? why 
is a cow's tail long? why is a fox's tail bushy ?” 
The en . who was a good deal out of eoun · 
tenance, said, "Why, Sir, you are so good, that 1 
venture to trouble you.” JonNS0ON. © Sir, my being 
$0 good is no reason why you should be 80 48,” 
Talking of the Justitia hulk at Woolwich, in 


which criminals were punished, by being ones 


to labour, he said, I do not see that they are 


punished by this: they must have worked equally 


had they never been guilty of stealing. They now 


only work; so, after all, they have gained; what 


they stole is clear gain to them; the confinement is 
nothing. Every man who works is confmed : the 


smith to his shop, the tailor to bis garret.” BogwaLr.. 
And Lord Mansfield to his Court.“ Jonxsox. . 


“Jes, Sir. Yon know the notion of confinement 
may be extended, as in the song, Every island is a 


prison. There is, in Dodsley's collection, à co of 


voerses to the authour of that song.“ 


Smith's Latin verses on Pococke, the great trayel- 
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ler, were mentioned. He repeated some of them, 
and said they were Smith's best verses. 

He talked with an uncommon animation of tra- 
velling into distant countries; that the mind was 
enlarged by it, and that an acquisition of dignity of 
character was derived from it. He expressed a par- 
ticular enthusiasm with respect to visiting the wall 
of China. I catched it for the moment, and said I 
really believed I should go and see the wall of China 


bad I not children, of whom it was my duty to take 


care. © Sir, (said he,) by doing so, you would do 
what would be of importance in raising your children 
to eminence. There would be a lustre- reflected 
upon them from your spirit and curiosity. They 
would be at all times regarded as the children of a 
man who had gone to view the wall of China. I am 


serious, Sir.“ 


When we had left Mr. Scott's, he said, « Will you 
go home with me? „ Sir, (said 10 it is late; but I'll 
with you for three minutes.“ _Joxxsox. © Or 


»y 


our.” We went to Mrs. Williams's room, where 


we found Mr. Allen the printer, who was the land- 


lord of his house in Bolt-court, a worthy obliging 


man, and his very old acquaintance; and what was 


exccedingiy amusing, though he was of a very dimi- 
nutive size, he used, even in Johnson's presence, to 


imitate the stately periods and slow and solemn utter- 


ance of the great man.— this evening boasted, that 
although I did not write what is called stenography, 
or short- hand, in appropriated characters devised for 
the purpose, I had a method of my own of writing 
half words, and leaving out some altogether so as yet 


to keep the substance and language of any discourse 


which I had heard so much in | ow that I could give 
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it very Gas soon after I had taken it down. 
He defied me, as he had once defied an actual short- 


hand writer; and he made the experiment by read- ; 


ing slowly and distinctly a part of Robertson's “ His- 
tory of America, while I endeavoured to write it in 


my way of taking notes. It was found that L had it 


very imperfeetly; the conclusion from Which was, 


chat its excellence was prinoipally owing to a studied 


arrangement of words, which could not be werten or 
abridged without an essential injury. 


On Sunday, April 12, 1 ſound him at w | 
dinner; Dr. Dodd's poem entitled “T houghts in 


Prison,“ was lying upon his table. This appearing 
to me an extraordinary effort by a man who was in 
Newgate for a capital crime, I was desirous to hear 
Jobnson's opinion of it: to my surprize, he told me 
he had not read a line of it. I took up the book and 
read a passage to him, JOHNSON. “ Pretty well, if 
you are previously disposed to like them.“ . I read 
another passage, with which he was better pleased. 
He then took the book intohis own hands, and having 


looked at the prayer at the end of it, he said, What 


evidence is there that this was composed the night 
before he suffered? / do not believe it.“ He then 
read aloud where he prays for the King, &e, and ob- 
served, “ Sir, do you think that a man the night 
before; he is to bo hanged cares for the suecession of a 
royal family ?—Though, he may have composed this 
prayer, then. A man-Who has been caritingall his 
life, may cant to the Jast.—And yet a man who has 
been refused a. pardou after o much petitioning, 
would hardly be praying thus fervently for the King.” 


Hle and 1, and Mrs. Williams, went to dine with 
the Reverend Dr. Percy, Talking of Goldsmith, 
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Johnson said, he was very envious. I defended him, 
by observing that he owned it frankly upon all oc 
Sions. Jonxvsow. © Sir, you are enforcing the charge. 
He bad so much envy, that be could not conceal it. 


_ He was so full of it that he overflowed. He talked 
| of it to be sure often enough. Now, Sir, what a mau 
: avows, he is not ashamed to think; though many a 


man thinks, what he is ashamed to avow, We are 
all envious naturally; but by checking envy, we get 
the better of it. So we are all thieves naturally; a 
child always tries to get at what it wants, the nearest 


way; by good instruction and good habits this is 


cured; till a man has not even an inclination to scize 
what is ether 8; Has no Siruggle with himself about 
be! f 
"And ik rt A ARG much heat 


between Dr. Johnson and Dr. Percy, which I should 


have suppressed, were it not that it gave occasion to 
display the truely tender and benevolent heart of 


Johnson, who as soon as he found a friend was at all 


hurt by any thing which he had © said in his wrath,” 


was not only prompt and desirous to be reconciled, 


but exerted himself to make ample reparation. 
Books of Travels having been mentioned, Johnson 

pied: 'Pennant voy highly, as he did at Dunvegan, 

in the lle of Sky.“ Dr. Perey knowing himself to 


| 1 the heir male of the ancient Percies;! and eg 


1 wy 4 Fee Hebrides,” edix, 3. p. 221, 

| 9 See, this accurately stated, and the descent of his family from 
the Earls of Northumberland clearly deduced in the Reverend Dr. 
Nash's excellent History of Worcestershire,“ vol. ii. p. 318. 
The Doctor has subjoined a note, in which he gays, © The Editor 


hach seen and carefully examined the proofs of all 'the particulars 


* now an n: the; poeecation. of the Revd Thomas 
* 701 


1 
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the warmest and most dutiful attachment to the no- 
ble House of Northumberland, could not sit quietly 
and hear a man praized, who had spoken disrespect · 
fully of Alnwick-Castle and the Duke's pleasure - 
grounds, especially as he thought meanly of his 

trayels. He therefore opposed Johnson eagerly. 
JonxsoN. Pennant in what he has said of Alnwick, 
has done what he intended; be has made you very 
angry“ Percy. He has said the garden is iim, 
which i representing it like a citizen's parterre, 
when the truth 1s, there 1s a very large extent of fine 
turf and gravel walks.” Jonson. According to 
your own account, Sir, Pennant is right. It ic trim. 


Here is gruss cut close, and gravel rolled smooth. Is 


not that trum ? The extent is nothing against that; a 
mile may be us trim as a square yard. Your extent 
puts me in mind of the citizen's enlarged dinner, 
two pieces of roast-beef, and two puddings. There 
is no variety, no mind exerted in laying out the 


ground, no trees.”  Pency. © He pretends to give 


the natural history of Northumberland, and yet takes 
no notice of the immense number of trees planted 
there of late.” Jonxson. That, Sir, has nothing 


to do with mne that is civil history. 


The same r! IThave aleo myself carefully examined, and have 
deen some additional proofs which have occurred since the Doctor's 
book was published; and both as a Lawyer accustomed to the oon- 
sideration of evidence, and as a Genealogist versed in the study ff 
pedigrees, I am 4ully satistod. I cannot help uberrvimg, as a cir- 
cumstance of no small moment, that in tracing the Bishop of Dro- 


tnore's genealogy, essential aid was given by the late Elizabeth 
Duchess of Northumberland, Heiress of that illustrious House; 2 


lady not only of high dignity of «pirit, such as became her noble 
blood, but of excellent understanding and lively alem. Wick 2 


fair pride I can hoaxt of the henous of hos n 
* archives, 
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A man who gives the. natural history of the oak, is 
not to tell how many. oaks have been planted in this 
place or that. A man who gives the natural history 


of the cow, is not to tell how many cows are milked 


at Islington. The animal is the same, whether 
milked in the Park or at Lelington.“ Pg.“ Pen- 
nant does not describe well; a carrier who goes along 

the side of Lochlomond would describe it better. 5 
Jonxsox. * I think he describes very well.” Pzrcy. 


I traxelled after him.“ Jonxsow. © And 7 tra- 


velled after him.“ PRn Y. “But, my good friend, 
you are short-sighted, and do not see so well as I do.“ 
I-wondered. at Dr. Percy's venturing thus. Dr. 
Johnson said nothing at the time; but inflammable 
particles were collecting ſor a cloud to burst. In a 


little while Dr. Percy said something more in dispa- 


ragement of Pennant. JonvsOx. (pointedly) “ This 
is the regentment-of a narrow mind, because he did 
not find every thing in Northumberland.“ PRncr. 
(feeling the stroke) © Sir, you may be as ade as you 


please. JonNSsON. Hold, Sir! Don't talk of rude- 


ness ; remember, Sir, you told me (puffing hard with 
passion struggling for a vent) I was short-sighted. 

We have done with civility. We are to be as rude 
as we please. Pr RCT. Upon my honour, Sir, I 
did not mean to be unciyil.“ Jouxsox. “I cannot 
say 50, Sir; for I did. mean to be uncivil, thinking 


von had been uncivil. Dr. Percy rose, ran up to 


him, and taking him by che hand, assured him affec- 
tionately chat his meating had been misunderstood; 
upon which a reconciliation, instantly took place. 


Jonx so. My dear Sir, I am willing you shall 


hang Pennant. Pexcy. (resuming'the former sub- 
ject) *' Pennant complains that the helmet is not 


. - * 4 
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hung out to invite to the hall of hospitality. Now I 
never heard that it was a custom to hang out a as 
met,” Jonxsox. © Hang him up, hang him up.” 

Bos WELL. (humouring the joke) © Hang out his 
skull instead of a helmet, and you may drink ale out 


ol it in your hall of Odin, as he is your enemy; that 


will be truly ancient. There will be Northern An- 
tiquities.  Jonnson. * He's a Mig, Sir; a cd 
dag. (stniling at his own violent expressions, merely 
for political difference of opinion.) But he's the best 
traveller I ever read; he observes more ting than 
any one else does.“ 

I could not help thinking that this was too high 


praise of a writer who traversed a wide extent of 


country in such haste, that he could put together 
only curt frittered fragments of his own, and after- 
wards procured supplemental intelligence from paro- 
chial ministers, and;others not the best qualified or 


most impartial narrators, whose ungenerous prejudice 


against the house of Stuart glares in misrepresenta- 
tion; a writer, who at best treats merely of super- 
ficial objects, and shews no philosophical investiga- 


tion of -character and manners, such as-Johnson has. 


exhibited in his masterly . Journey,” over part of the 


same ground; and who it should seem from a desire 
_ of ingratiating himself with the Scotch, has flattered, 
the people of North-Britain so inordinately and with 


so little discrimination, that the judicious and candid 


amongst them must be disgusted, while they value 


more the plain, just, yet kindly.report of Johnson. 
Having impartially censured Mr. Pennant, as a 
Traveller in Scotland, let me allow him from autho- 


be title of a book translated by Dr. Percy, 
IAN 
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rities much better than mine, his deserved praisc as 
an able Zoologist ; and let me also from my own 
understanding and ſeelings, acknowledge the merit 
of his © Lomnox,“ which, though said to be not 
quite accurate in some particulars, is one of the most 
pleasing topographical performances that ever ap- 
peared in any language. Mr. Pennant, like his 
oountrymen in general, has the true spirit of a Genle- 
man. As à proof of it; I shall quote from his © Lox- 
vox the passage, in which he speaks of my illustri- 
ous friend. I must by no means omit Bolt-court 
the long residence of Doctor Sauvzs, Jonxsx, a 
man of the strongest natural abilities, great learning, 
a most retentive memory, of the deepest and most 
unaffected piety and morality, mingled with those 
numerous weaknesses and prejudices which his 
friends have kindly taken care to draw from their 
dread abode.* I brought on myself his transient 
anger, by observing that in his tour in Scotland, he 
once had © long and woeful experience of oats being 
the food of men in Scotland as they were of horses in 
England.” It was a national reflection unworthy of 
him, and I shot my bolt. In return he gave me a 
tender hug Con amore he also said of me © The dog 
is « Mig; I admired the virtues of Lord Nussel, 
and pitied his fall. I should have been a Whig at 


This is the common cant against faithful Biography. Does the 
worthy gentleman mean that I, who was taught discrimination of 
character by Johnson, should have omitted his frailties, and, in short, | 
have be4ovobed him 2s the worthy gentleman has bedawbed Scot- 
land ?—Boswztr 

3 See Dr, Jon's Journey to the Western Islands, p 

296 3 — bee his Dictionary article, oats :—and my Voyage to the 
Hebrides,” first edition—Pzxxant, 

Mr. Boswell's Journal, p. 286—Pramaxt. 
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the Revolution. There have been periods since, in | 

which I should have been, what 1 now am, a mode- 

rate Tory, a supporter, as far as my little influence | | 

extends, of a well- poised balance between the crown 

and people: but Should the scale preponderate against 

the Salus populi, that moment may it be said 1 

dog's'a hig! | 

We had a calm after the storm, sud the evening 9 

and supped, and were pleasant and gay. But Dr. g 

Percy told me he was very uneasy at what had passed. 

for there was a gentleman there who was acquainted | 

with the Northumberland family, to whom he hoped _ 

to have appeared more respectable, by shewing bow | 

intimate he was with Dr. Johnson, and who might | 

now, on the contrary, go away with an opinion tio 

his disadvantage. He begged I would mention this 1 

to Dr. Johnson, which I afterwards did. His obser- A 

vation upon it was, This comes of s#ratagem ; had 

he told me that he wished to appear to adyantage 

before that gentleman, he should have been at the 

top of the house, all the time,” He spoke of Dr. 

Percy in the handsomest terms. © Then, Sir, (said I.) "7," 

may I be allowed to suggest a mode by which you | 
may effectually counteract any unfavourable report 

of what passed. I will write a letter to you upon the 

subject of the unlucky contest of that day, and you 

will be kind enough to put in writing as an answer to 

that letter, what you have now said, and as Lord 

Percy is to dine with us at General Paoli's soon, I 

will take an opportunity to read the correspondence 

in his Lordsbip's presence. This friendly scheme 

was accordingly carried into execution without Dr. 

Percy's knowledge. Johnson's letter placed Dr. 

Percy's unquestionable merit in the fairest point of 


F 
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view; and I contrived that Lord Percy should hear 
the correspondence, by introducing it at General 
Paoli's, as an instance of Dr. Johnson's kind disposi- 
tion towards one in whom his Lordship was inte- 
rested. Thus every unfavourable impression was ob- 
viated that could possibly have been made on those 
by whom he wished most to be regarded. I break- 
fasted the day after with him, and informed him of iny 
scheme, and its happy completion, ſor which he 
thanked me in the warmest terms, and was highly 
delighted with Dr. Johnson's letter in his praise, of 
which I gave him a copy. He said, “I would ra- 
ther have this than degrees from all the Universities 
in Europe. It will be for, me, and my children and 
grand-children.” Dr. Johnson having afterwards 
asked me if I had given him a copy of it, and being 
told I had, was offended, and insisted that I should 
get it back, which I did. As, however, he did not 
ti desire me to destroy either the original or the copy, 
WEE: - or forbid me to let it be seen, I think myself at liberty 
| | to-apply to it his general declaration to me concern- 
ing his other letters, That he did not choose they 
should be published'in his lifetime ; but had no ob- 
jection'to their appearing after his death.“ I shall 
therefore insert this kindly correspondence, having 
Githfully e circumstances accompanying it. 


. : 0 DR. SAMUEL, JOHNSON, 

1 | ©. MY DEAR SIR, 

| Ie leave to address you in behalf of our 

| friend Dr. Percy, who was much hurt by what you 
| BR said to him that day we dined at his house; when, in 

the course of the dispute as to Pennant' s merit as a 


5 Sunday, April 12, 1778. 


2 ert.] De, JOHNSON.” | a 
traveller, you told Percy that © he had the resentment 
of a narrow mind against Pennant; because he did not 


find every thing in Northumberland.“ Percy is sen- 


sible that you did not mean to injure him; but he is 
vexed to: think that your behaviour to him upon that 
occasion may be interpreted as a prpof that he is de- 


spiscd by you, which I know is not the case. I have 


told him, that the charge of being narrow- minded 
was only as to the particular pointin question; and 
that he had the merit of n a martyr to big n 
family. 

Earl perey is to dine with General Paoli next 
Friday; and I should be sincerely glad to have it in 
my power to satisfy his Lordship how well you think 
of Dr. Percy, who, I find, apprebends that your good 
opinion of him may be of very essential consequence; 
and who assures me, that he has the W . 

and the warmest affection ſor you. 
eu have only to add, that my suggesting this oc- 
casion for the exercise of your candour and genero- 


_  8ity, is altogether unknown to Dr. Percy, and pro- 


ceeds from my good-will towards him, and my per- 


suasion that you will be happy to do him an essential 


kindness. I am, more and more, my dear Sir, 
* Your most faithful 
And affectionate humble zervant, 
« 3 AMES Bosw ELL.” 


„ TO JAMES wann ESG. Nn 


8 

« 'Tax debate henna Dr. Percy and me is 
one of chose ſoolish controversies, which begin upon 
a question of which . was th cares how it is de- 


Ta ea bar Rr Yair ron oor gre rr. E ” — — — — . mn 


. 


* 


cided, and which is, nevertheless, continued to acn- 


l 
| 
| 


| | ' | mony, by the vanity with which every man resists 
1 confutation. Dr. Percy's warmth proceeded from a 
11 cause which, perhaps, does him more honour than he 


EW could have derived from juster criticism. His ab- 
Wt: horrence of Pennant proceeded from his opinion that 
1 Pennant had wantonly and indecently censured his 
patron. His anger made him resolve, that, for bay- 
ing been once wrong, he never should be right. 
4 Pennant has much in bis notions that I do not like; 
but still I think him a very intelligent traveller. If 
Percy is really offended,” I am sorry; for he is a 
man- whom I never knew to offend any one. He is 
a man very willing to learn, and very able to teach; 

a man, out of whose company I never go without 
having learned something. It is sure that he vexes 
me sometimes, but I am afraid it is by making me ſee] 

1 my own ignorance. 80 much extension of mind, 
if | and so much minute accuracy of enquiry, if you sur- 
| 
| 


FRA 


vey your whole cirele of acquaintance, you will find 

so gearce, if you find it at all, that you will value 

Percy by comparison. Lord Hailes is somewhat 

1 like him : but Lord Hailes docs not, perhaps, go 

1 beyond him in rescarch; and I do not know that he 

1 equals him in elegance. Percy's attention to poetry 

| has given grace and splendour to his studies of anti- 
1 quity. A mere antiquarian is a rugged being. 

| Upon the whole, you see that what I might say 


r voy 


| in sport or, petulance to him, is very consistent with 
wi full conviction of his merit, 
1 e .* 1 am, dear Sir, 

| en 7.7%" 21:08 Pewter tot; thr; 
bl | April 23, 778. | Ahoy Kan Jonvzos.” 
1 0 | FN | 
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c TO THE REVEREND DR. PERCY, NORTHUMBER= 
LAND-HOUSE, 


% DEAR sin, 

« I wroTE to Dr. Johnson on the subject of 
the Pennantian controversy; and have receiyed from 
him an answer which will delight you. I read it 
yesterday to Dr. Robertson, at the Exhibition; and 
at dinner to Lord Percy, General Oglethorpe, &c. 
who dined with us at General Paoli's ; who was also 
a witness to the high 7est1mony to your honour. 

General Paoli desires the favour of your com- 
pany next Tuesday to dinner, to meet Dr, Johnson. 
If I can, I will call on you to-day, 1 am, with 
sincere regard, 

4 Your most obedient humble xervant, 
« South Audley-strect, April 25. | JAMES BoswELL.” * 


On Monday, April 13, I dined with Johnson at 
Mr. Langton's, where were Dr. Porteus, then Bishop 
of Chester, now of London, and Dr. Stinton. He 


was at first in a very silent mood. Before dinner he | 


said nothing but Pretty baby,” to one of the chil- 
dren. Langton said very well to me afterwards, that 
he could repeat Johnson's conversation before dinner, 
as Johnson had. und that he could repeat a complete 


6 Though the 'Bishop of hikes kindly answered the letters 
which I wrote to him, relative to Dr. Johnson's early history :; 
yet, in justice to him, I think it proper to add, that the account of 
the foregoing conversation and the subsequent transaction, as well 
as of some other conversations in which he is mentioned, has been 
given to the publick without preyious communication with his 
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chapter of © The Natural History of Iceland,” from 


the Danish of Horrebow, the whole of which was 
exactly thus : | 


“ Char. LXXII. e ana bes. 


| | N Tbere are no snakes to be met with throughout 
* the whole island. 
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At dinner we the of another ON in the news- 


* papers of giving modern characters in sentences from 
the classicks, and of the passage 
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'« Parcus deorum cultor, ei 15 eguenc, 

&  Tnsamentis dum gapienliæ 

„„ Conultus erro, nunc retrorsiim | 

% Fela dare, g ilerare curbus 8 
Cygor relictos: 


X 


being well applied to Soame Jenyns ; who, aſter 
having wandered in the wilds of infidelity, had re- 
turned to the Christian faith. Mr. Langton asked 
Johnson as to the propriety of Sapientice consultus, 
Jonxsox. © Though consultus was primarily an ad- 
jective, like amicus it came to be used as a substan- 
tive. So we have Juris consultus, a consult in law.“ 
We talked of the styles of different painters, and 
how certainly a connoisseur could distinguish them. 
I asked, if there was as clear a difference of styles | in 
language as in painting, or even as in hand-writing, 
so that the composition of every individual may be 
distinguisbed? Jonson. Ves. Those who have 
a style of eminent excellence, such as Dryden and 
Milton, can always be distinguished.“ I bad no 
doubt of this; but what I wanted to know was, whc- 
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ther there was really a peculiar style to every man 
whatever, as there is certainly a peculiar hand-wri- 


ting, a peculiar countenance, not widely cifferent i in 
an yet always enough: to be distinctive: 


7 1 


rr Aba: 


facies non om una, 
"0 Nec drverca tamen. | 


The Bishop thought not ; and said, Week. dan 
many pieces in Dodsley's collection of poems, though 
all very pretty, had nothing appropriated in their 
style, and in that particular could not be at all dis- 


hag os 
114 


tinguished.  Jounsox..* Why, Sir, I think every 


man whatever has a peculiar style, which may be dis- 
covered by nice examination and comparison with 
others: but a man must write a great deal to make 
his style obyjously discernible. As logicians Say, 
this appropriation. of style 3 is inßeim in teen 
limited in actu. 

Mr. Topham 8 came in the evening, and 
he and Dr. Johnson and I staid to supper. It was 
mentioned that Dr. Dodd had once wished to be a 
member of Tux Lizgrary Cup, | Jonxsox. 1 


should bo sorry if any of our Club were hanged.) I 1 


will not say but some of them deserve it.“ Bnau- 


CLERK'; (supposing this to be aimed at persons ſor 
whom he had at that time a wonderful fancy, Which, 


however, did not last long,) was irritated, and eagerly 
said, © You, Sir, have a friend (naming. him) who 
deserves to be hanged ; for he speaks behind. their 
backs against those with whom he lives on the best 
terms, and attacks them in the newspapers. He cer - 
_ ouglit to be kicked.” Ae. * Sir, we all 


* See note Vel. 1 f. . | 
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chapter of © The Natural History of Iceland,” from 
the Danish of Horrebow, the whole of which was 
exactly thus : 


te 00 LXXII. de eee, gnales. 


« c There are no snakes to be met with throughom 
the whole island. n ot; 


\ 


1 


At dinger we . of 3 md io the news- 


papers of giving modern characters in sentences from 
the classicks, and of the passage 


« Parcus deorum ciultor, ei infrequens, 

& Huunientit dun Sapientie 

„ Conulbus erro, nunc retrorsum | 

« Fela dare, atque uerare curgus ; 
Cggor relictos 


being well applied to Soame Jenyns ; who, after 


having wandered in the wilds of infidelity, had re- 


turned to the Christian faith. Mr. Langton asked 


Johnson as to the propriety of gapientiæ cunsultus. 
Jonxsox. Though consultus was primarily an ad- 


jective, like amicus it came to be used as a substan- 


tive. So we have Juris consultus, a consult in law.“ 
We talked of the styles of different painters, and 
how certainly a connoisseur could distinguish them. 
I asked, if there was as clear a difference of styles in 
language as in painting, or even as in hand- writing, 
so that the composition of every individual may. be 
ininguiabed 2? Jonxson. Yes. Those who have 
a style of eminent excellence, such as Dryden and 
Milton, can always be distinguished.“ 1 had no 
doubt o this ; but what I wanted to know was, whe- 
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ther there was really a peculiar style to every man 
whatever, as there is certainly a peculiar hand-wri- 


ting, a peculiar countenance, not widely different i in 


un yet ge enough to be distinctive: 


| 
— — 


| facies non omnibus una, 
- "Nec diversa tamen.” | 


The Bishop thought not; and said, he de that 
many pieces in Dodsley's collection of poems, though 
all very pretty, had nothing. appropriated in their 


style, and in that particular could not be at all dis- 
tinguithed. | Jouxsox. “ Why, Sir, I think every 


man whatever has a peculiar Style, which may be dis- 
covered by nice examination and comparison with 
others: but a man must write a great deal to make 
his style obyjously discernible. As lagicians say, 
this appropriation of style i is infinite in Auen 


limited in actu. 


Mr. Topham dec came in the evening, and 
he and Dr. Johnson and I staid to supper. It was 
mentioned that Dr. Dodd had once wished to be a 


member of Tus LI EAA Crus. Jounson, 1 


should be sorry if any of our Club were banged.) 3 


will not say but some of them deserve it.“ Bnau- 


CLERK'; (supposing this to be aimed at persons for 


whom he had at that time a wonderful fancy, which, 


however, did not last long,) was irritated, and eagerly 
said, Lou, Sir, have a friend (naming him) who 
deserves to be hanged ; for he speaks behind their 


backs against those with whom he lives on the best 


terms, and attacks them in the newspapers. Ie cer - 
tainly ouglit to be Ticted. de « Sir, we all 


7 See note Val, i iii. p. 111. 
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do this in some degree, Vieniam pelimus danusgque 
vicissim. To be sure it may be done so much, that 


a man may deserve to be kicked.” BRAUCLERX. 
« He is very malignant.“ | I No, Sir; he 
is not malignant. He is mischievous, if you will. 
He would do no man an essential injury; he may, 
indeed, love to make sport of people by vexing their 
vanity I, however, once knew an old gentleman 
who was absolutely malignant. He. really wished 
evil to others, and rejoiced at ii.“ BosWELL. © The 


_ gentleman, Mr. Beauclerk, against whom your are 50 


violent, is, I know, a man of good principles. BRAu- 
CLERK, © Then nnn out in N 
Aue ”n 

Dr. Ichs, who as I ave ved W dos 
lighted in discrimination of character, and having a 
masterly knowledge of human nature, was willing to 
take men as they are, imperfect and with a mixture 
of good and bad qualities, I suppose thought he had 


said enough in defence of his friend, of whose merits, 
_ notwithstanding his exceptionable points, he had a 


just value: and added no more on the subject. 
On Tuesday, April 14, I dined with him at Gene- 


ral Oglethorpe's, with General Paoli and Mr. Lang- 


ton; General Oglethorpe declaimed against luxury. 


Jonnxsox.” © Depend upon it, Sir, every state of 
society is as luxurious as it can be. Men always 


take the · best they can get.“ Octzrrorey. © But 


the best depends much upon ourselves; and if we 
cam be as well satisfied with plain things, we are in 
the wrong to accustom our palates to what is high -· 
beasohed und expensive. What says Addison in his 


Cato, POE ot the Numidian ? 
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© Coarse are his meals, the fortune of the chace, 
Amid the running stream he slakes his thirst, 

« Tolls all the day, and at the approach of night, 
On the first friendly bank he throws him dow ti 

© Or rests his head upon a rock till morn; 

© And if-the following day he chance to find 

A new repast, or an untasted spring, 

© Blesses his _ and diu its Merury- 


Let us _ that kind of luxory, S if you will.“ 


Jonxsov. But hold, Sir; to be merely satisfied 


is not enough. It is in refinement and elegance 
that the civilized man differs from the savage. A 
great part of our industry, and all our ingenuity is 
exercised in procuring pleasure; and, Sir, a hungry 
man has not the same pleasure in eating a plain din- 
ner, that a hungry man has in eating a luxurious 
dinner. You see I put the case fairly. A hungry 
man may have as much, nay, more pleasure in eating 
a plain dinner, than a man grown fastidious has in 
eating a luxurious dinner. But I suppose the man 
who decides betwecit the two Fr to be equally 
a hungry man. 

Talking of different wesen OT AO 


The more contracted that power is, the more easily 


it is destroyed. A country governed by a despot is 
an inverted cone. Government there cannot be $0 
firm, as when it rests upon a broad basis gradually 
contracted, as the government of Great Britain, 


which is founded on the parliament, then is in the 
the priyy council, then in the King.” BoswtLr. 


« Power, when contracted into the person of a de- 


spot, may be easily destroyed, as the prince may be 
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cut off. 80 Caligula wished that the people of Rome 


had but one neck, that he might cut them off at a 
blow.“ OG6LETHORPE, It was of the Senate he 
wished that. The Senate by its usurpation con- 
trouled both the Emnperour and the people. And 
don't you think that we sve ee of that in our 
own parliament? ? 5 

Dr. Johnson endeavoured to bes the ty W 


of Maccaronick verses, which he thought were of 


Italian inyention from Maccaroni; but on being 
informed that this would iuſer that they were the 
most common and easy verses, maecaroni being the 
most ordinary and simple ſood, he was at a loss; for 
he said, © He rather should have supposed it to im- 
port in its primitive siguification, a composition of 
several things; for Maccaronick verses are verscs - 


made out of a mixture of different languages, that is, 


of one language with the termination of another.“ 
I suppose we scarcely know of a language in any 
country where there is any learning, in which that 
motley ludicrous species of composition may not be, 


ſound. It is particularly droll in Low Dutch. The 


te Polemomiddinia” of Drummond of Hawthornden, 


in which there is q jumble of many languages moulded, 


as if it were, all in Latin, is well known, Mr. Lang- 


ton made us laugh heartily at one in the Grecian, 
mould, by Joshua Barnes, in which are to be ſound 
such comical Arglo-Elleniams as K AEC eher: "= 


they were banged with clubs. 
On Wednesday, April 15, I dined with Dr. Johs- 
son at Mr. Dilly's, and was in high spirits, for I had 


"3 been a good part of the morning with Mr. Orme, 


the able and eloquent historian of Hindostan, who 


% 
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expressed a great admiration of Johnson. © I do not 
care (said he,) on what subject Johnson talks; but I 
love better to hear bim talk than any body. He 
either gives you new thoughts, or a new colouring, 
It is a shame to the nation that he has not been 
more liberally rewarded. Had I been George the 
Third, and thought as he did about America, I would 
have given Johnson three hundred a year for his 
© Taxation no Tyranny alone.” I repeated this, 
and Johnson was much pleased with such praise 
from such a man as Orme. 

At Mr. Dilly's to-day were Mrs. Knowles, the 
ingenious Quaker lady,“ Miss Seward, the poetess of 
Lichfield, the Reverend Dr. Mayo, and the Rev. 
Mr. Beresford, Tutor to the Duke of Bedford. Be- 
fore dinner Dr. Johnson seized upon Mr. Charles 


Sheridan's Account of the late Revolution in 


Sweden,” and seemed to read it rayenously, as if he 
devoured it, which was to all appearance his method 
of studying. He knows how to read better than 
any one (said Mrs. Knowles ;) he gets at the sub- 
Stance of a book directly; he tears out the heart of 
it.” He kept it wrapt up in the tablecloth in his lap 


during the time of dinner, from an avidity to have one 


entertainment in readiness when he should have 
finished another; resembling (if I may use so coarse 
a simile) a dog who holds a bone in his paws in re- 
serve, while he cats something else which has been 
thrown to him. | 


Pr. Johnson, describing her needle-work in one of his letters 
to Mrs. Thrale, Vol. I. p. 326, uses the learned word utile; 


which Mrs. Thrale has r | 


writing © Jutile pictures, ' 
VOL, III. X 
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The subject of cookery having been very naturally 
introduced at a table where Johnson, who boasted of 
the niceness of his palate, owned that © he always 
ſound a good dinner,” he said, „1 could write a 
better book of cookery than has ever yet been writ- 
ten; it should be @ book upon philosophical princi- 
ples. Pharmacy is now made much more simple. 


Cookery may be made 80 too. A prescription which 
is now compounded of five ingredients, had formerly 


fifty in it. So in cookery, if the nature of the ingre- 


dients be well known, much fewer will do. Then as 


you cannot make bad meat good, I would tell what is 
the best butcher's meat, the best beef, the best pieces; 
how to choose young fowls ; the proper seasons of 


different vegetables; and then how to roast and 


boil, and compound.” DIT. Mrs. Glasse's 
* Cookery,” Which is the best, was written by Dr. 
Hill. Half the 7ade? know this. Jonxsox. 

*, Well, Sir. This shews bow much better the 
subject of Cookery may be treated by a philosopher. 
I doubt if the book be written by Dr. Hill; for, in 
Mrs. Glasse's * Cookery,” which I have looked into, 


_ balt-petre and sal- prunella ure spoken of as different 


substances, whereas $al-prunelle is 0 salt petre 
burnt on chareoa; and Hill could not be ignorant 
of this. However, as the greatest part of such a 
bobk is made by tranteription, this mistake may have 
been carelessly adopted. But you sball sce what a 
Book of Cookery I shall make ! I shall agree with 


Nr. Dilly for the copy-right.” Miss SEWARD. 


8 runden we called 5. Faculy, and Counzellors at Law 
the Premiuu,; the Bocksellers of London are denominated the 
*. Johnuon dizapproved of thexe dendiminations, N 
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« That would be Hercules with the distaff indeed.” 
Jonxsox. No, Madam. Women can spin very 
well ; but d en "magke "6; g06d; Don By 
Cookery,” 

Jouxsox. O Mr. Dilly-—you must know that 
an English Benedictive Monk at Paris has translated 
* The Duke of Berwick's Memoirs, from the origi- 
nal French, ad has sent them to me to sell. I 
offered them H Serabhan, who sent them back with 
this answer: — That the first book he had published 
was the Duke of Berwick's Life, by which he had 


It: and he hated the name. Now honestly tell 
you, that Strahan has refused them; but I aleo 


honestly tell you, that he did it upon no principle, 
for he never looked into them.“ Dur. Are 
they well translated, Sir?” Jonnson. © Why, Sir, 
very well—in a style very current and very clear. 
I have written to the Benedictine to give me an 


answer upon two points What evidence is there 


that the letters are authentick ? (for if they are not 
authentick they are nothing ;)-—And how long will 


it be before the original French is published? For if 


the French edition is not to appear for” a consider- 
able time, the translation will be almost as val able 
as an original book. They will make two volumes 
in octavo; and I have undertaken to corrgot every 
shect as it comes from the press“ Mr. Dilly de- 
sired to see them, and said he would send for them. 
He asked Dr. Johnson, if he would write a Preface 
to them. © Jonnsow. © No, Sir. The Benedictines 


were very kind to me, and I'll do what I undertook 


to do; but I will not mingle my name with them. 


T am 10 gain nothing by them. 2 
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upon the world, and let them take their chance.” 
Ds. Maro. © Pray, Sir, are. Ganganelli's letters 
authentick ?” Jonxsox. © No, Sir. Voltaire put 
the same question to the editor of them, that I did 
to Macpherson Where are the originals ?” 

Mrs. Knowles affected to complain that men had 
much more liberty allowed them than women. 
Jonxsow. Why, Madam, women bave all the 
liberty they should wish to have: Ve have all the 
labour and the danger, and the women all the ad- 
vantage. We go to sea, we build houses, we do 
every thing, in short, to pay our court to the 
women.” Mas. KnowLsts. © The Doctor reasons 
very wittily, but not convincingly. Now, take the 
instance of building; the mason's wife, if she is eyer 


seen in liquor, is ruined; the mason may get him- 


self drunk as often as he pleases, with I:tle loss of 
character; nay, may let his wife and children starve. 
Jornson. © Madam, you must consider, if the mason 
does get himself drunk, and let his wife and children 
starve, the parish will oblige him to find security for 


their maintenance. We have different modes of 


restraining evil. Stocks for the men, a ducking- 
stool for women; and a pound for beasts. If we re- 
quire more perfection from women than from our- 
selves, it is doing them honour. And women have 
not the same temptations that we have: they may 
always live in virtuous company; men must mix in 
the world indiscriminately. If a woman has no in- 
clination to do what is wrong, being secured from 
it is no restraint to her. I am at liberty to walk into 


the Thames; but if I were to try it, my friends would | 
restrain me in Bedlam, and I should be obliged to 
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them.“ Mus. KnowLgs. © Still, Doctor, I cannot 
help thinking it a hardship that more. indulgence is 


allowed to men than to women. It gives a superio- - 


rity to men, to which I do not see how they are en- 
titled.” Jounson, © It is plain, Madam, one or 
other must have the superiority. As Shakspeare 
says, If two men ride on a horse, one must ride 
behind.” DiLLr. © I suppose, Sir, Mrs. Knowles 
would have them to ride in panniers, one on each 
side. Jonnxson. © Then, Sir, the horse would 


throw them both.” Mas. KNOwIESs. Well, 1 


hope that in another world the sexes will be equal.” 
BoswELL. ©* That is being too ambitious, Madam. 
We might as well desire to be equal with the angels. 
We shall all, I hope, be happy in a future state, but 
we must not expect to be all happy in the same de- 


gree. It is enough if we be happy according to our 


several capacities. A worthy carman will get to 
heaven as well as Sir Isaac Newton. Yet, though 
equally good, they will not have the ame degrees 
of happiness. Jonxso N. Probably not.“ 

VD pon this subject I had once before sounded him, 
by mentioning the late Reverend Mr. Brown, of 
Utrecht's image; that a great and small glass, though 
equally full, did not hold an equal quantity ; which 
he threw out to refute David Hume's saying, that a 
little miss, going to dance at a ball, in a fine new 
dress, was as happy as a great. oratour, aſter having 
made an eloquent and applauded speech. After 
some thought, Johnson said, © I come over to the 
parson.” As an instance of coincidence of thinking, 
Mr. Dilly told me, that Dr. King, a late dissenting 
minister iu London, said to him, upon the happiness 
in a ſuture state of good men of different capacities, 
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A pail does not hold so much as a tub; but, if it 
be equally fall, it has no reason to complain. Every 


Saint in heaven will have as much happiness as he 


car hold. Mr. Dilly thought this a clear, though 
a familiar illustration of the phrase, One star dif- 
ſereth from another in brightness. 

Dr. Mayo having asked Johnson's opinion of 
e Jenyns's View of the Internal Evidence of 
the Christian Religion ;”-—Jonxsox.,- I think it a 


| Pretty book; not very theological indeed; and 


there seems to be an affectation of ease and careless- 
ness, as if it were not suitable to his character to be 


very serious about the matter.” BoswzLE. He 


may have intended this to introduce his book the 
better among genteel people, who might be unwil- 
ling to read too grave a treatise. There is a gencral 
levity in the age. We have physicians now with 
bag-wigs; may we not have airy divines, at least 
somewhat less solemn in their appearance than they 


used to be? Jonnsox. Jenyns might mean as 


you say.“ Bos wt. You should like his book, 
Mrs. Knowles, as it maintains, as you friends do, that 
courage is not a Christian virtue.“ Mus. Knows. 
« Yes, indeed, I like him there; but I cannot * 
with him, that friendship is not a Christian virtuc.“ 

Jonxsox. Why, Madam, $trietly speaking, he is 
right. All friendship is preferring the interest of a 


friend, to the neglect, or, perhaps, N the interest 


of others; so that an old Greek said, He that has 
friends has ne friend.” Now Christianity recom- 
mends universal benevolence, to consider all men as 
our brethren, which is contrary to the virtue of friend- 
chip, as described by the ancient philosophers. 


Surely, Madam, your sect must approve of this; 
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for, you call all men friends.” Mus. Kxow ins. 
We are commanded to do good to all men, but 
especially to them who are af the household of Faith.“ 
Jounson. Well, Madam. The housebold of 
Faith is wide enough,” Mas. Knowles, © But, 
Doctor, our Saviour had twelve Apostles, yet there 
was one whom he loved. John was called * the dis- 


ciple. whom . Jesvs loved.“ Jonxsox. (with eyes 


sparkling benignantly) Very well, indeed, Madam. 
You have said very well.“ Busu zLL. A fine ap- 
plication, Pray, Sir, ba you ever "RP of it? 
Jonxsox. “ I had not, Sir.“ 

From this pleasing 8ubjcct, he, I know not how or 
why, made a sudden transition to one upon which he 
was a violent aggressor ; for be aid, © ram willing 
to love all mankind, except a American: and his 


intlammable corruption bursting inio horrid fire, he 
by eat] out threatenings and slaughter * calling 


„„ Rascals— Robbers Pirates; and exclaim- 


ing, he'd © burn and destroy them.“ Miss Seward, 


looking to him with mild but steady astonishment, 
said, Sir, this is an instance that we are always 
most violent against those whom we have injured.“ 
—He was irritated still more by this delicate and 
keen reproach ; and. roared out another tremendous 


volley, which one might fancy could be heard across 
the Atlantick, During this tempest I sat in great 


uneasiness, lamenting his heat of temper; till, by 
degrees, I diverted his attention to other tgpicks, 


Du. Maro, (to Dr. Johnson) * Pray, Sir, bus 
you read Edwards, of New Eugland, on Grace? 
Jontsox. “ No, Sir.” BoswalL. It puzzled: me 


50 much as to the freedom of the human will, by 
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stating, with wonderful acute ingenuity, our being 
actuated by a series of motives: which we cannot re- 


sist, that the only relief I had was to forget it.” - 
 Maro. “ But he makes the proper distinction be- 


tween moral and physical necessity.” BoswsLL. 
« Alas, Sir, they come both to the same thing. 
You may be bound as hard by chains when covered 
by leather, as when the iron appears. The argu- 
ment for the moral necessity of human actions is 
always, I observe, fortified by supposing universal 
prescience to be one of the attributes of tlie Deity.” 
Jouxsox.. © You are *nrer that you are free, than 
you are of prescience ; you are surer that you can 


liſt up your finger or not as you please, than you are 


of any conclusion from a deduction of reasoning. 
But let us consider a little the objection from pre- 


sciencc. It is certain 1 am either to go home to- 


night or not; that does not prevent my freedom.” 
BoswzEL. That it is certain you are either to go 
home or not, does not prevent your freedom ; be- 
cause the liberty of choice between the two is com- 
patible with that certainty. But if one of these 
events be certain now, you have no future power of 
volition. If it be certain you are to go home to- 


night, you must go home.” Jounson. © If I am 


well acquainted with a man, I can judge with great 
probability how he will act in any case, without his 


being restrained by my judging. Gop may have 


this probability increased to certainty.” BoswELL. 
When it is increased to certainty, freedom ceazes, 
because that cannot be certainly foreknown, which is 


not certain at the time; but if it be certain at the 


time, it is a contradiction in terms to maintain that 
there can be afterwards any contingency dependent 
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upon the exercise of will or any thing else.“ Jon 
soN. All theory is ne the freedom of the will; 
all experience for it. I did not push the subjeet 
any farther, I was glad to find him so mild in dis- 
cussing a question of the most abstract nature, in- 
volved with theological tenets, which he generally 
would not suffer to be in any degree opposed.* - 
| He as usual defended luxury; © You cannot spend 
money in luxury without doing good to the poor. 
Nay, you do more good to them by spending it in 
luxury, than by giving it: for by spending it in 
luxury, you make them exert industry, whereas by 
giving it, you keep them idle. I own, indeed, there 
may be more virtue in giving it immediately in cha- 
rity, than in spending it in luxury; though there 
may be a pride in that too.” Miss Seward asked, if 
this was not Mandeville's doctrine of “ private vices 
publick henefits.“ Jonxsoxv. The fallacy of that 
book is, that Mandeville defines neither vices nor 
benefits. He reckons among vices every thing that 
gives pleasuiec. He takes the narrowest system of 
morality, monastick morality, which holds pleasure 
itself to be a vice, such as eating salt with our fish, 
because it makes it eat better; and he reckons wealth 
as a publick benefit, which is by no means always 
true. Pleasure of itself is not a vice. Having a 
garden, which we all know to be perfectly innocent, 
is a great pleasure. At the same time, in this state 
of being ery are . en e which oO 
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I beg leave to recommend to them Letter 69 of Montes quien s 
Lettres Persannes ; and the late Mr. John Palmer of Islington's 
Answer to Dr. Priestley's mechanical arguments for * * * 
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ever are 80 immediately agreeable that we can hardly 
abstain from them. The happiness of Heaven will 


be, that pleasure and virtue wilt be perfectly con- 


sistent. Mandeville puts the case of a man who 
gets drunk at an alehouse ; and says it is a publick 
benefit, because so much money is got by it to the 
publick. But it must be considered, that all the 
good gained by this, through the gradation of alc. 
house-keeper, brewer, maltster, and farmer, is over- 
balanced by the evil caused to the man and his fa- 
mily by his getting drunk, This is the way to try 
what is vicious, by ascertaining whether more evil 
than good is produced by it upon the whole, which 
is the case in all vice. It may happen that good is 
produced by vice; but not as vice; for instance, a 
robber may take money from its owner, and give it 
to one who will make. a better use of it, Here is 
good produced ; but not by the robbery as robbery, 
but as translation of property. I read Mandeville 
forty, or, I believe, fiſty years ago. He did not 
puzzle me; he opened my views into real life very 
much. No, it is clear that the happiness of society 
depends on virtue. In Sparta, theft was allowed by 
general consent: _ theft, therefore, was there not a 


crime, but then there was no security; and what a 


life must they have bad, when there was no security. 
Without truth there must be a dissolution of society. 
As it is, there is 80 little truth, that we are almost 
afraid to trust our ears; but how should we be, if 


fſulschood were multiplied ten times? Society is held 


together by communication and information ; and I 
remember this remark of Sir Thomas Brown's, 
Do the deyils lie ? A. * oy nee not 
subsist. F 


. 
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Talking of Miss —<J——, a literary lady, he said, 


J was obliged to speak to Miss Reynolds, to let 


her know that I desired she would not flatter me 80 
much.“ Somebody now observed, © She flatters 
Garrick.” Jonxsov. © She is in the right to flat- 
ter Garrick. . She is in the right for two reasons; 
first, ' because sbe has the world with her, who have 
been praising Garrick these thirty years; and second+ 
ly, because she is rewarded for it by Garrick. Why 
should she flatter me? I can do nothing for her, 


Let her carry her praise to a better market. (Then 


turning to Mrs. Knowles). You, Madam, have 
been tlattering me all the evening ; I wish you would 
give Boswell a little now, If you knew his merit as 


well as I do, you would say a great deal; he is the 


best travelling companion in the world.” 


Somebody fnentioned the Reverend Mr. Mason's 
prosecution of Mr. Murray, the booksciler, tor hav- 


ing inserted in a collection of © Gray's Poems,” only 
fifty lines, of which Mr. Mason had still the exclu- 
sive property, under the statute of Queen Anne; 
and that Mr. Mason had persevered, notwithstand- 
ing his being requested to name his own terms of 


compensation.“ Johnson signified his displeasure- 


at Mr. Mason's conduct very strongly ; but added, 
by way of shewing that he was not surprized at it, 


4% Mason's a Whig.” Mus. Kxowxs, (not hearing 


distinctly :) „ What | a. Prig, Sir?” Jonxsox. 
„% Worse, Madam; a Whig! But he is both.” 


expressed a horrour at the thought of death. 


Mus. KNowLEs, « Nay, thou should'st not have a 


See © A Letter to W. Mason, A, M. from J. Morray, Books. 
cer in London;“ zd edition, p. 20- 
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borrour for what is the gate of life.“ Jonusox. 
(standing upon the hearth rolling about, with a se- 
rious, solemn, and somewhat "gloomy air :) © No 
rational man can die without uneasy apprehension.“ 
NMixzs.'KxnowLts.” - „The Scriptures tell us, The 
righteous shall have hope in his death.” Jonxsox. 


. * Yes, Madam; that is, he sball not have despair. 


But, consider, his hope of salvation must be founded 
on the terms on which it is promised that the me- 
diation of our Savious shall be applied to us,— 


namely, obedience ; and where obedience has failed, 


then, as suppletory to it, repentance. But what 
man can say that his obedience has been such, as he 
would approve of in another, or even in himself upon 
close examination, or that his repentance . has not 
been such as to require being repented of? No man 
can be sure that his obedience and repentance will 
obtain salvation.” Mus. KnowLss. * But divine 
intimation of acceptance may be made to the soul.“ 


Jonxsox. Madam, it may: but I should not think 


the better of a man who should tell me on his death - 
bed he was sure of salvation. A man cannot be 
sure himself that he has divine intimation of accept - 
ance; much less can he make others sure chat he has 
it.“ Bosw nl. Then, Sir, we must be contented 
to acknowledge that death is a terrible thing.“ 
Jonxsox. “ Yes, Sir. I have made no approaches 
to a state which can look on it as not terrible.“ 
Mus. KxowIEs, (sceming to enjoy a pleasing sere- 
nity in the persuasion of benignant divine light:) 


„ Does not St. Paul say, I have fought the good 


fight of faith, I have finished my course; henceforth 

is laid up. for me a crown of liſe?“ JoRxsox. 

« Yes, Madam; but here was a man inspired, a 
3 % 
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man who had been converted by supernatural inter- 
position.“ BoswELL. © In prospect death is dreadful ; 


but in fact we find that people die easy.“ Jounsov. 


Why, Sir, most people have not thought much of 
the matter, so cannot ay much, and it is supposed 


they die easy. Few believe it certain they are then 


to die; and those who do, set themselves to behave 


with resolution, as a man does who is going to be 


hanged. He is not the less unwilling to be banged.” 
Miss Sxwanp. © There is one mode of the fear of 
death, which is certainly absurd; and that is the 


the dread of annihilation, which is only a pleasing 


sleep without a dream.” JonxsON * It is neither 
pleasing, nor sleep; it is nothing. Now merg exist- 
ence is so much better than nothing, that one would 
rather exist even in pain, than not exist.“ BoswsLL. 
« Tf annihilation be nothing, then existing in pain 
is not a comparative state, but is a positive evil, which 
I cannot think we should choose. I must be allowed 
to differ here; and it would lessen the hope of a 


future state founded on the argument, that the. Su- 
preme Being, who is good as he is great, will here 


after compensate fox our present sufferings in this 
life. For if existence, such as we have it here, be 
comparatively a good, we have no reason to com+ 
plain, though no more of it should be given to us. 


But if our only state of existence were in this world, 
then we might with some reason complain that we 


are so dissatisfied with our enjoyments compared 
with our desires.” Jonxsox. The lady confounds 


annihilation, which is nothing, with the apprehen- 


sion of it, which is dreadful. It is in the appre- 
hensjon of it that the horrour of annihilation. con- 
ists. 
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Of John Wesley, he said, He can talk well on 
any subject. BoswsLL. © Pray, Sir, what has he 
made of his story of a ghost? Jonxsow. Why, 
Sir, he believes it; but not on sufficient authority. 
He did not take time enough to examine the girl. 
It was at Newcastle, where the ghost was said to 
have appeared to a young woman several times, men- 
tioning something about the right to an old house, 
advising application to be made to an attorney, 
which was done; and, at the same time, saying the 
attorney would do nothing, which proved to be the 


fact. © This (says Jobn) is a proof that a ghost knows 


our thoughts.” Now (laughing) it is not necessary 
to know our thoughts, to tell that an attorney will 
sometimes do nothing. Charles Wesley, who is a 
more stationary man, does not believe the story. I 
am sorry chat John did not take more pains to in- 
quire into the evidence for it.” Miss Sxwanp, 
(with an incredulous 8mile :) “ What, Sir! about a 
ghost? Jonxsox, (with solemn vehemence:) 
& Yes, Madam: this is a question which, after five 
thousand years, is yet undecided; a question, whe- 


ther in theology or philosophy, one of the most im- 


portant that can come before the human under- 
standing.“ 

Mrs. Knowles We as eee eee e 
kerigm, Miss , a young lady well known to 
Dr. Johnson, for whom he had 'shewn much affec- 
tion ; while she ever had, and still retained, a great 
respect for him. Mrs. Knowles at the same time 
took an opportunity of letting him know © that the 
amiable young creature was sorry at finding that he 
was offended at her leaving the Church of England 
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and embracing a simpler faith ;” and, in the gentlest 
and most persuasive manner, solicited his kind in- 
dulgence ſor what was sincerely a matter of con- 
science. Jonxsox, (frowning very angrily,) © Madam, 
she is an odious wench. She could not have any 
proper conviction that it was her duty to change her 
religion, which is the most important of all subjects, 
and should be studied with all care, and with all the 
helps we can get. She knew no more of the Church 
which she left, and that which she embraced, than 
she did of the difference between the Copernican 
and Ptolemaick systems. Mus. KNOwWIES. She 
had the New Testament before her. Jounsox. 
% Madam, she could not understand the New Tes- 
tament, the most difficult book in the world, for 
which the study of a life is required.” Mrs. 
KvowLes. It is clear as to essentials. Jorwson. 
« But not as to controversial points. The heathens 
were easily converted, because they had nothing to 
give up; but we ought not, without very strong 
conviction indeed, to desert the religion in which we 


have been educated. That is the religion given 


you, the religion in which it may be said Providence 


has placed you. If you live conscientiously in that 


religion, you may be safe. But errour is dangerous 
indeed, if you err when you choose a religion for 
yourself.“ Mus. KxowLes. © Must we then go by 
implicit faith ?” Journsox. Why, Madam, the 
greatest part of our knowledge is implicit faith 3 and 
as to religion, have we heard all that a disciple of 
Confucius, all that a Mahometan, can say for him- 
self?“ He then rose again into passion, and attacked 
the young proselyte in the severest terms of re- 
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proach, so that both che ladies Seemed to Be much 


shocked. 

We remained together till it was FR late, 
Notwithstanding occasional explosions of violence, 
we were all delighted upon the whole with Johnson, 
I compared him at this time to a warm West-Indian 
climate, where you have a bright sun, quick vegeta- 
tion, luxuriant foliage, luscious fruits; but where the 
same heat sometimes produces thunder, ne 
earthquakes, in a terrible degree. 

April 17, being Good-Friday, I waited on John- 
son, as usual. I observed at breakfast that although 
it was a part of his abstemious discipline on this 
most solemn fast, to take no milk in his tea, yet 
when Mrs. Desmoulins inadvertently poured it in, 
he did not reject it. I talked of the strange inde- 
cision of mind, and imbecility in the common oc- 


1 Mrs. Knowles, not satisfied with the fame of her needlework 
the utile pictures** mentioned by Johnson, in which she has in- 

deed displayed much dexterity, nay, with the fame of reasoning 
better than women generally do, as I have fairly shewn her to have 
done, communicated to me a Dialogue of considerable length, which 
after many years had elapſed, she wrote down as having passed 
between Dr. Johnson and her at this interview. As I had not the 
least recollection of it, and did not find the smallest trace of it in 
my Record taken at the time, I could not in consistency with my 
firm regard to authenticity, insert it in my work, It has, how- 
ever, been ibliched i in * The Gentleman's Magazine for June 
1791. It y relates to the principles of the sect called Onalerr: 
and no doubt the Lady appears to have greatly the advantage of 
Dr. Johnson in argument as well as expression. From what I have 
now stated, and from the internal evidence of the paper itself, any 
one who may have the curiosity to peruse it, will judge whether 
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currences of life, which we may observe in some 
people. Jonxsox. “ Why, Sir, J am in the habit 


of getting others to do things for me. Bosw EIL. 


* What; Sir! have you that weakness?“ Joux- 
oN. „ Yes,” Sir. But I always think afterwards I 


should have done better ſor myselt.“ 


I told him that at a gentleman's house 5 
there was thought to be such extravagance or bad 
management, that he was living much beyond his 
income, his lady had objected to the cutting of a 


pickled. mango, and that I had taken an opportunity 


to ask the price of it, and ſound it was only two 


| r so here was a. very poor saving. Jonx- 
so. „“ Sir, that is the blundering economy of a 
nmον ——— It is Stopping one hole in a 
Sieve.” 


1 S ee to a hm | 


\.- of my Travels upon the continent of Europe, for 
which I had a variety of materials collected.” Jonx- 
SON. © I do not say, Sir, you may not publish your 
travels; but I give you my opinion, that you would 
lessen yourself by it. What can you tell of countries 
8 well known as those upon the continent of Europe, 
which you have visited?“ BoswsLL..* But I can 
give an entertaining narrative, with many-incidents, 
anecdotes, eur d'esprit, and remarks, so as to make 
very pleasant reading.” Jonxsovs.. © Why, Sir, most 
modern travellers in Europe who have published 
their travels, have been laughed at: I would not 
wy you added to the number? The world i is now 
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not contented to be merely entertained by a tra- 


_ veller's narrative; they want to learn something. 


Now some of my friends asked me, why I did not 


give some account of my travels in France. The 


reason is plain; intelligent readers had seen more of 
France than I had. You might have liked my tra- 
vels in France, and Iux CLus might have liked 


them; but, upon the whole, there would have been 
more ridicule than good produced by them.” Bos- 


WEIL. I cannot agree witk you, Sir. People 


would like to read what you gay of any thing. Sup- 
pose a face has been painted by fifty painters before; 
still we love to sce it done by Sir Joshua.“ Jonx- 


son. True, Sir, but Sir Joshua cannot paint a face 


- when be has not time to look on it.” +BosWELL. 
Sir, a sketch of any sort by him is valuable. And, 


Sir, 10 talk to you in your own style (raising my 
voice, and Shaking my head,) you shoutd have given 
us your Travels in France. I am sure Inn right, 
and there's an end ont.” © 

I. id to him that it was certainly true, as my 
bind Dempster had observed in his letter to me 


upon the subject, that a great part of what was in 
his Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland,” 
had been in his mind before be left London. Jonv- 


so. Why yes, Sir, che topicks were; and books 
of travels will be good in proportion to what a man 
has previously in his mind; his knowing what to 
observe; his power of contrasting one mode of liſe 


with another. As the Spanish proverb says, He, 


who would bring home the wealth of the Indies, 
must carry the wealth of the Indies with him.” 80 
it is in travelling ; a man must carry knowledge with 
him, pos would bring home Os. Bos- 
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wht. © The proverb, I suppose, Sir, means, he 
must carry a large stock with him to _ with." 
Jonusov. © Yes, Sir.“ | 

It was a delightful day : as we walked! 10 8. Cle 
ment's church, 1 again remarked that Fleet-street 
was the most cheerful scene in the world. © Fleet: 
street (aid I,) is in my mind more delightful than 
Tempé.“ Jonxsowv. Ay, Sir; * let it be com- 
pared with Mull.“ 

There was a very numerous corigregativn . 


at Bt, Olement'schurch, which Dr. Joimion atid he | 


observed with pleasure. 
And now I am to give a pretty fall abcolhe of 


one of the most curious incidents in Johnson's life, 


of which be himself has made the following minute 


on this day: In my return from church, I was . 


aceosted by Edwards, an old fellow-collegian,' who 
had not seen me since 1729. He knew me, and 


asked if I remembered one Edwards; I did not at 


first revolleot the name, but gradually as we walked 


along, recovered it, and told him a conversation that 


had passed at an alehouse Werler us. =P purpose 
is to continue our acquaintance.” 
It was in Butcher-row that as meeting haps 


pened. Mr. Edwards, who was a -decent-leoking - 


elderly man in grey clothes, and a wig of many curls, 


accosted Johnson with familiar confidence, knowing | 
who he was, while Johnson returned his salutation 


wish a courteous formality, as to a stranger. But 


as soon as Edwards had brought to his recollection 
their having been at Pembroke-College together 


Wc ror years ago, he seemed * N70 . 


8 Prayers and Meditations, p. 1 
Y2 


324 - THE LIFE OF [Krar. 63. 


asked where he lived, and said he should be glad to 
Ee”. See him in Bolt-court. Epwarps. * Ah, Sir l we are 
| old men now.” Jouxsox; (who never liked to think of 


Il being old:) © Don't-let us discourage one another. 
FF Epwarps. * Why, Doctor, you look stout and hearty, 
1 | | Lam happy to yn so; for the newspapers told 
us you were very ill.“ JonnsoN, © AY, Sir, they are 
always telling lies of us old fellows.” 
Wishing to be present at. more of 80 n a 
conversation as that between two fellow-collegians, 
who had lived forty years in London without ever 
having chanced to meet, I whispered'to Mr, Edwards 
that Dr. Johnson was going home, and that he had 
better accompany him now. 80 Edwards walked 
along wish us, I eagerly assisting to keep up the 
conversation. Mr. Edwards informed Dr. Johnson 
that he had practised long as a solicitor in Chancery, 
but that he now lived in the country upon a little 
farm, about sixty acres, just by Stevenage in Hert- 
fordshire, and that he came to London (to Barnard's 
Inn, No. 6,) generally twice a week. Johnson ap- 
pearing to me in a reverie, Mr. Edwards addressed 
himself to me, and expatiated on the pleasure of 
living in the country. BoswxLE. I have no no- 
tion of this; Sir. What you have to entertain you, 
is, J think, exhausted in half an hour.“ Epwanps. 
| © What? don't you love to have hope realized ? I 
| 8-5 see my grass, and my corn, and my trees growing. 
i | Now, for instance, I am curious to sce if this frost 
has not nipped my fruit- trees. Jonxsox, (who we 
did not imagine was attending:) “ You find, Sir, 
you have fears as well as hopes,” —80 well did he 
see the whole, when one saw but the half of a 
subject. 
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; When we got to Dr. Johnson's house, and were 

; _ 8eated in his library, the dialogue went on admirably. ; 

4 'Enwanps. © Sir, I remember you would not let us „ 
ay prodigious at College For even then, Sir, (turn- My 

| ing to me,) he was delicate in language, and we al! 2 
feared him.“ Jonxsox, (to Edwards::) * From your 

1 having practised the law long, Sir, I presume you 

| must be rich.“ Ewan DS. “No, Sir; I got a good 

deal of money; but I had a number of poor relations 

to whom I gave a great part of it.” Joaxsox. “ Sir, 

you have been rich in the most valuable sense of the 


L word.“ EDwanps. © Bat I shall not die rich.“ Joux- 
: so. * Nay, sure, Sir, it is better to {ve rich than to 
die rich.“ EDwanbs. I wish I had continued at 
p College.“ » Jonnsox, © Why do you wish that, Sir?” 
: Epwanps. “ Because I think I should have had a much 
: cCuasier life than mine has been. I should have been 


a parson, and had a good living, like Bloxam and 
several others, and lived comfortably” - Joungox. 
« Sir, the life of a parson, of a conscientious clergy- 
man, is not easy. I have always considered a cler- 
'gyman as the father of a larger family than he is 
_ able to maintain, I would rather have Chancery 
suits upon my hands than the cure of souls. No, 
Sir, I do not envy a clergyman's life as an easy life, 
nor do I envy the clergyman who makes it an easy 
life.“ —Here taking himself up all of a sudden, he 
exclaimed, © O Mr. Edwards ! I'll convince you 
that I recollect you, Do you remember our drinking 
together at an alehouse near Pembroke gate. At 
chat time, you told me of the Eton boy, who, when 


8 Johnson edi « Six, they rexpected me for my 
literature; and yet it was not great but by comparison, Sir, it is 
amazing how little literature there is in the world. | 
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verses on our DAYVIOUR'S turning water into wine 
were prescribed as an exercise, brought up a ner 5 


W. which was highly admired . 


195 J. dit et erubuil lympha pudica Drux.““ 


3 told you of another fine line in * Camden's 
Remains, an culogy upon one of our Kings, who 


was succeeded by his Son, a prince of equal merit: 


F My ra bana, Sol accubuit, 0x "nulla Secuta et.” 


ami &« You are a phi losopher, Dr. Johnson. 


1 tried too in my time to be a philosopher; 
but, I don't know how, cheerfulness was always 
breaking in.“ Mr. Burke, Sir Joshua Reynolds, 


Mr. Courtenay, Mr. Malone, and, indeed, all the 
eminent men to whom. I have mentioned this, have 
thought it an exquisite trait of character, The truth 


is, that philosophy, like religion, is too generally 


to be hard and cevere, 4 open te 
een. ere 


n {This tine has frequendy been attributed to nn when a 
King's Scholar at Westminster. But neither Eton nor Westmin- 
stet have in truth any claim to it, the line being borrowed, with a 
slight change, (as Mr. Bindley has observed to me,] from an Epi. 
gram by Crashaw, which was published in his Er ic AA 
Sack, bret printed at Cambridge without the author's name, in 
16345 gv. — The original is much more elegant than the copy, the 
water being personified, and the word on which the point of the 
Fpigan turns, being reserved to the close of the line ; 


31 e frank s 
* Aque in vin werte. 
10 Unde rubor weitris et non ua purpura Iymphis ; 


Nu rea mirantes tam tou mutat aguas Þ\ 
% NMumen, conurve, prens agnocite numen, 


Maple pudica Deux vidiry ot exubuit,”] 
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Enwands. © I have been twice married, Doctor. 
You, I suppose, have never known what it was to 
have a wife,” Jonxsow. © Sir, I have known what 
it was to have a wife, and (in a sdlemn tender ſaul- 
tering tone) I have known what it was to 108% a wife. 
Alt had almost broke my heart,” 

_ Epwarps. © How do you live, Sir? For my part, 
I must have my regular meals, and a glass of gogd 
wine. I find I require it.“ Jauxson. „ I now - 
drink no wine, Sir. Early in life I drank wine : for 
many years I drank none. I then for some years 
drank. a great deal.” EpwarDs.* Some hogsheads, 
I warrarit you.“ Jouxsox. © I then had a severe 
illness, and left it off, and I have never begun it 
again. I never felt any difference upon myself from 
eating one thing rather than another, nor from one 


Find of weather rather than another. There are 


people, I believe, who feel a difference; but I am 
not one of them. And as to regular meals, I have 
fasted from the Sunday's dinner to the Tuesday's 
dinner, without any inconvenience. I believe it is 
best to eat just as one is hungry: but a man who. 
is in business, or a man who has a family, must hare 
stated meals. I am a straggler. I may leave this 
town and go to Grand Cairo, without being missed 
here or observed there,” EDW ADS. Don't vou 
eat supper, Sir?“ Jonxsox. “No, Sir.” Ep- 
WARDS, (For my part, now, I consider supper as a 
turnpike through which one must pass, in order to 
get to bed.“ ; 
e " You are a 4 Mr. Eduard 


IJ am not n but this was my on "ew" 
nne 
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Lawyers know life practically. A bookish man 


should always have them to converse with. They 


have what he wants.“ Epwarns, “ I am grown 


old: I am sixty-five.“ Jonxsox. © I shall be sixty- 
eight next birth-day. Come, Sir, drink "ter; * 


put in for a hundred.“ 
Mr. Edwards mentioned a ae who had 


leſt his whole fortune to Pembroke College. Jonx- 


soN. Whether to leave one's whole fortune to a 


College be right, must depend upon circumstances. 
I would leave the interest of the fortune I be- 
- queathed to a College to my relations or my friends, 
for their lives. It is the same thing to a College, 
which is a permanent society, whether it gets the 
money now or twenty years hence; and I would 
wish to make my ee or en tec 5 benefit 
of it.“ 


This interview NO my opinion of Johnson's 


most humane and benevolent heart. His cordial and 


placid behaviour to an old ſellow- collegian, a man $0 
different from himself; and his telling him that he 


would go down to his farm and visit him, shewed a 
kindness of disposition very rare at an advanced age. 
He obstrved; © how wonderſul it was. that they had 
both been in London ſorty years, without having 


ever once met, and both walkers in the street too 


Mr. Edwards, when going away, again recurred to 
his consciousness of senility, and looking full in 


Johnson's face, said to bim, 4 Yoy'Y find in Dr. 


Toung, 


0 my coevals [ remnants of yourselyes.” 
Johnson did not relish this at all; but sbock his 


head with impatience, Edwards walked off, scem; 


1 
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ingly highly pleased with the hononr of having Been 


thus noticed by Dr. Johnson. When he was gone, 
I said to Johnson, I thought him but a weak man. 


 JonnsoN. “ Why, yes, Sir. Here is a man who has 
passed through life without experience: yet I would 


rather have him with me than a more sensible man 
who will not talk readily. - This man is always wil- 
ling to say what he has to say.“ Yet Dr. Johnson 


had himself by no means that willingness which he 


praised so much, and I think so justly ; for who has 


not felt the painful effect of the dreary void, when 
there is a total silence in a company, for any length 
of time; or, which is as bad, or perhaps worse, when 


the conversation is with an kept up by a ow 
petual effort? 

Johnson once observed to me,“ Tom Tyers de- 
scribed me the best: Sir, (said he,) you are like a 


ghost: you never speak till you are spoken to.“ 


The gentleman whom he thus familiarly men- 
tioned was Mr. Thomas Tyers, son of Mr. Jonathan 
Tyers, the founder of that excellent place of publick 


amusement, Vauxhall Gardens, which must ever be 


an estate to its proprietor, as it is peculiarly adapted 
to the taste of the English nation; there being a 
mixture of curious shew, gay exhibition, - musick, 


vocal and instrumental, not too refined for the gene- 


ral ear; — for all which only a shilling is paid; and, 


In summer 1792, additional and more expensive decorations, 


having been introduced, the price of admission was raised to two 
chillings. I cannot approve of this. The company may be more 
select; but a number of the honest commonalty are, I fear, ex- 
cluded from sharing in elegant and innocent entertainment. An 
attempt to abolish the one-shilling 1 at the playhouse has 
been wy * eounteracted,” | 
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though last, not least, good eating and drinking for 


those who choose to purchase that regale. Mr. 


Thomas Tyers was bred to the law ; but having a 


handsome fortune, vivacity of temper, and eccentri- 
city of mind, he could not confine: himself to the 


_ regularity of practice. Hoe therefore ran about the 


world with a pleasant carelegsness, amusing every 


body by Ws desultory conversation. Ile abounded 


in anecdote, but was not sufficiently attentive to ac- 


. .curacy, I therefore cannot venture to avail myself 


much of a biographical sketch of Johnson which he 


published, being one among the various persons am- 


bitions of appending their names to that of my illus- 
trious friend. That sketch is, however, an entertain- 


ing little collection of fragments. Those which he 


published of Pope and Addison arc of higher merit; 


but his fame must chiefly rest upon his * Political 


Conferences,” in which he introduces several emi- 
nent persons delivering their sentiments in the way 


of dialogue, and discovers a considerable share of 


learning, various knowledge, and discernment of 


character. This much may I be allowed to say of 
a man who was execedingly obliging to me, and who 
ved wich Dr. Johnson in as easy a manner as almost 


any of his very numerous acquaintance. 
Mr. Edwards had said to me aside, that Dr. John- 


son should have been of a proſession. I repeated the 


the remark to Johnson that I might have his own 


thoughts on the subject. JonxsON. Sir, it world 


have been better that I had been of a-profession. I 


ought to have been a lawyer.” BoswerL, I do 


not think, Sir, it would haye been better, for we 
should not have had the English Dictionary.“ 
Jonxsox. © But you would baye had Reports.“ 


2 — ed — _ 
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BoswBLL. © Ay; but there would not have been 
another, who could have written the Dictionary. 
There have been many very good Judges. Suppose 
you had been Lord Chancellor; you would have 
delivered opinions with more extent of mind, and in 
a more ornamented manner, than perhaps any Chan- 
cellor ever did, or ever will do. But, I believe, 
causes have been as judiciously decided as you ad ; 
have done.“ Jonxsox. eg Sir. Property has 
been as well settled.“ | 

Johnson, however, had a noble ambition floating 
in his mind, and had, undoubtedly, often speculated 
on the possibility of his supereminent powers being 
rewarded in this great and liberal country by the 
highest honours: of the state. Sir William Scott 
inſorms me, that upon the death of the late Lord 


Lichſield, who was Chancellor of the University of 4 


Oxford, he said to Johnson, “ What a pity it is, Sir, 
that you did not follow the profession of the law. 
You might have been Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, and attained to the dignity of the peerage; . 
and now that the title of Lichfield, your native city, 
is extinct, you might have had it.” Johnson, upon 

this, seemed much agitated ; and, in an angry tone, 
_ exclaimed, * Why will you vex me by Svggeating 
this, when it is too late?“ 

But he did not repine at the prodperity of- thin 
The late Dr. Thomas Leland told Mr, Courtenay, 
that when Mr. Edmund Burke shewed Johnson his 
fine house and lands near Beaconsfield, Johnson 
ere ny Non equidem invideo; Nn pon 
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n envy ; for no man loved the good things of this 
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Vet no man had a higher notion of the dignity of 


literature than Johnson, or was more determined in 
1 the respect which he justly considered 


as due to it. Of this, besides the general tenor of 
his conduct in society, some ——— instances 
17 be mentioned, 

He told Sir Joshua Rey molds; that onee ; when he 
dined in a numerous company of booksellers, where 
the room being small, the bead of the table, at which 
he sat, was almost close to the fire, he persevered in 
suffering a great deal of inconvenience ſrom the heat, 
rather than quit his young! 10. let one 'of them sit 
nene „ 

Goldsmith, in his An pn dee 
one day, in a n ln of Lord Camden, 1 


life KURT he did and Wesen Es he bebsdkae tber be 


dieserved a much larger share of them, than he ever had. I at. 


tempted in a newspaper to comment on the above passage, in the 
manner of Warburton, who must be allowed to have shewn uncom- 
mon ingenuity, in giviog to any authour's text whatever meaning 
he chose it should carry. As e yah. aue my readers, 
I 8hall here introduce it: ; 

« No saying of Dx. Jounsow's "a W a than 
his applying to Ma. Bouxxs when he first saw him at his fine place 
at Beaconsfield, Nor equidem invideo ; miror magis. These two 
celebrated men had been fzignds for many years before Mr. Burke 
entered on his parliamentary career. They were both writers, 
both members of Tun Lirz8zazxy Cup; when, therefore, Dr. 
Johnson saw Mr. Burke in a situation so much more splendid than 
that to which he himself had attained, he did not mean to express 
that he thought it a disproportionate prosperity ; but while he, as a 
Philosopher, asserted an exemption from envy, non equidem invi- 
deo, he went on in the words of the poet miror magit; thereby sig- 
nity ing, either that he was occupied in admiring what he was glad 
to see; or, perhaps, that considering the general lot of men of supe- 
riour abilities, he wondered, that“ Fortune, who is represented as 
nr en | 


Sh, 
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met him (Said he) at Lord Clare's house in the coun- 
try, and he took no more notice of me than if I had 


been an ordinary man.“ The. company having 
laughed heartily, Johnson stood ſorth in defence 0 
his friend.“ Nay, Gentlemen, (Said he,) Dr. Gold- 


smith is in the right. A nobleman ought to haye 
made up to such a man as Goldsmith; and 1 think 


it is oeh against Land, Camden: that he ncglegtd . 


him.“ | 
Nor Maſi he — . to bern 2 much 
respect, as he thought due only to higher intellectual 


qualities, should be bestowed on men of slighter, 
though perhaps more amusing talents., I told him, 


— — 


that, one morning, when I went to breakfast with 
Garrick, who was very vain of his intimacy with 
Lord Camden, he accosted me thus :“ Pray now, 

did you did you meet a little lawyer turning the 
corner, ch t No, Sir, (said I.) Pray what do 
you; mean by the question F l, Why,.. (replied 
Garrick, with an affected indifference, yet as if $tand- 
5 on tip-toe,) Lord Camden has this ,moment left 


Me have had a long walk together. Jonx- 


80N. = Well, Sir, Garrick, talked. very properly. 


Lord Camden 4vas a lille Ieuyer to be MPO: 80 
familiagly with a player.“ 1 
Sir Joshua Reynolds e with great truth, Tt 


that Johnson considered Garrick to be as, it, were 


his property. Ile would allow no man. eitber to 
blame or to praise Garrick, in his ee. without | 
contradieting him. 4 | 


Having fallen into a. very, serious fraie, of; ming; 
in which fonts e of bine io be- 
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to repeat, T talked with regret of the sad inevitable 
certainty that one of us must survive the other. 
Jonxsox. «Yes, Sir, that is an affecting considera- 
tion. I remember Swift, in one of his letters to 
Pope, $ay8, « | intend to come over, that we may 
meet once more; and when we must part, it is what 
- happens to all human beings.” Bosw zl. The 
hope that we shall ser our departed friends again 
must support the mind.“ Jon xsox. « Why yes, 
Sir” BoswWELL. © There is a strange un willingness 
to part with life, independetit of serious fears as to 
ſuturity. A reverend friend of ours (naming him) 
tells me, that he feels an uneasiness at the thoughts 
| of leaving his house, his study, his books.” Joux- 
5 So © This is fobligh in , A man need not 
de uneasy on these grounds; fbr, as he will retain 
his consciousness, he may say with the philosopher, 
Omnia mea mecum ports.” BoswkfTL. True, Sir: 
we may carry our books iti our heads; but still there 
is something painful in the thought of leaving for 
eyer what has given us pleasure. I remember, many 
years ago, wien my imagination was warm, and 1 
happened to be in a melancholy mood, it distressed 
me. 40 think of going into à state of being in which 
Shakspeare's poetry did not exist. A lady whom 1 
then much adiffired; a very amiubſe woman, bu- 
| NES moared my fancy, and relieved me by saying; „The 
mY | first thing you will meet in the other world, will be 
= S571 an elegant copy of Shakspeare's works presented to 
you.” Dr. Johnson smiled benigriatitly at Wh, and 
did not appear to disapprove of the notion. 
We went to St. Clement's church bie 10 the 
, and en drank tea and coffee 
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would not even look at @ proof-shect of his Life 
of Waller“ on Good-Friday. 


Mr. Allen, tho printer, brought a don on works 


culture, which was printed, and was soon to Be pub- 


liched. It was a very strange performance, the au- 


thour having mixed in it his own thoughts upon 
various topicks, along with his remarks on plough-" 
ing, sowing, and other farming operations. He 


seemed to be an absurd profane fellow, and had intra- 


duced in his book many sneers at religion, with equal 


ignorance and conceit. Dr. Johnson permitted ine 
to read some passages aloud. One was, that he 
resolved to work on Sunday, and did work, but he 


owned he felt some weak compunction; and ha 
had this very curious reflection: I was” born 
in the wilds of Christianity, and the briars and 


thorns still hang about me.“ Dr. Johnson could 
not help laughing at this ridiculous image, yet was 
very angry at the fellow's impiety. Howeyer, 

(said be,) the Reviewers wilt make him hang bim- 
sell.“ He, however, observed, chat formerly there 

might dave been a dispensation obtained for working 
on Sunday in the time of harvest. Indeed in rituat 


observances, were all the ministers of religion What 


they should be, and what many of them are; such a 


power e e 4 _—_ hens wy ber 
Church. 


On Saturday; April 14, 1 drank tea wich um. 
He praised the late Mr. Duhcombe, of Canterbury, 
as a pleasing man. © He used to come to me: I. 
did. not Seck much after Aim, Indeed I never 


Ne 
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in Mrs. Williams's room; Mrs. Desmoulins doing 
the honours of the tea-table. I observed that he 
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sought much after any body.“ - BoswELL. Lord 


Orrery, I suppose. JohNsox. No, Sir; I never 


went to him but when he sent ſor me.“ BoswkLL. 
Richardson?“ Jonxsox. “ Yes, Sir. But I sought 
after George Psalmanazar the most. I used to go 
and sit with him at an alehouse in the city.“ 

I am happy to mention auother instance which I 
discovered of his Seeking after a man of merit. Soon 


_ after the Honourable Daines Barrington bad pub- 


lished his excellent Observations on the Statutcs,” 
Johnson waited on that worthy and learned gentle- 


man; and, having told him bis name, courteously 


said, I have read, your book, Sir; with great 
pleasure, and wish to be eee to you.“ Thus 
began an acquaintance, which was continued with 
mutual regard as long as Johnson live. 
Talking of a recent seditious delinquent, he said, 
They should set him in the pillory, that he may 
be punisbed in a way that would disgrace him. 1 
observed, chat the pillory does not always disgrace. 
And I mentioned an instance of a gentleman, who I 
thought was not dishonoured by it. JonxsoN. © Ay, 


but he was, Sir. He could not mouth and'strut as. 
he used to to, after having been there. People are 


not willing to ask a man to 015 tables who has stood 


in the pillory,” Wy. 5.340 1 


„„ eee ha bod e 


5 W Johnson attacked the Americans 


with intemperate vehemence of abuse. I said some- 
in * ſavour; wk added, that J was e 
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exasperated him; though be said nothing at the 
time. The cloud was charged with sulphureous 
vapour, which was aſterwards to burst in thunder 4 
We talked of a gentleman who was running out his S || 
fortune in London: and I said, „We must get | 
him out of it. All his friends. must quarrel with 4 
him, and that will soon drive him away.“ Jokx- | : 
508, © Nay, Sir, we'll send 5% to him. If your 1 
company does not drive a man out of his house, 1 
nothing will.” This was a horrible shock, for which _ | 
there was no visible cause. I afterwards asked him Pu 
why he had said so harsh a thing. JonxsoN. “Be- W 
cause, Sir, you made me angry about the Americans,” * 4 
BoswzLL. But why did you not take your revenge "18+ 4 
directly?“ JonxNsO . (smiling) “ Because, Sir 
had nothing ready. A man cannot strike till he py | 
has his weapons.“ This was a nd and Fan "A 
confession. | ö 
He shewed me Waile his 5 ola ar very | | | 
| 


genteelly fitted up; and said, Mrs. Thrale sneered 
when I talked of my having asked you and your lady 
to live at my house. I was obliged to tell her, that 
you would be in as respectable a situation in my 
house as in hers. Sir, the insolence of wealth will | 
creep out.  Bosw$LL.. She has a little both of the | 
insolence of wealth, and the conceit of parts. 2 
Jonxs0N. The insolence of wealth is a wretched | | 
thing; but-the conceit of parts has some foundation, 4 
To be sure it should not be. But who is without 
it?“ Bogwer.. © Yourself, Sir. Jon... Why. 
I play no tricks: I lay no traps,” BoswBLL..* No, 
Sir. Lou are six ſeet high, and you only do not 
stoop.“ een tor N 422 
A 2 
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We talked of the numbers of people that some- 
times have composed the household of great fami- 
hes. I mentioned that there were a hundred in the 
family» of the present Earl of Eglintoune's father. 
e Werse seeming to doubt it, I began to enume- 
| Let us see: my Lord and my Lady two.” 
| N “ Nay, Sir, if you are to count by twos, 
you may be long enough.“ BoswgLL. © Well, but 
now Ladd two sons and seven daughters, and à ser- 
vant for each, that will make twenty; so we have 
the fiſth part already.” - Jonnson. © Very true. 
Tou get at twenty pretty readily; but you will not 
80 easily get ſurther on. We grow tore fect pretty 
readily; but it is not so easy to grow to seven.“ 
On Sunday, April 19, being Easter - day, after the 
solemnities of the festival in St. Paul's Church, 1 
visited him, but could not stay to dinner, I ex- 
pressed a wish to have the arguments for Christianity 
always in readiness, that my religious faith might be 
as firm and clear as any proposition whatever, so that 
1 need not be under the least uncasiness, when it 
should be attacked. Jonxsox. Sir, you cannot 
answer all objections. Lou have demonstration for 
a First Cause : you see he must be good as well as 
powerſul, because there is nothing to make him 
otherwise, and goodness of itself is preferable. Let 
you have against this, what is very certain, the un- 
happiness of human life. This, however, gives us 
reason to hope for a future state of compensation, 
that there may be a perfect system. But of that we 
were not sure, till we had a positive revelation.” I 
told him, that his “ Rasselas had often made me 
unhappy ; for jt represented the mjsery of human 
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life so well, and so convincipgly to a thinking mind, | 
that if at any time the impression wore off, and I felt 4 
myself easy, I began to suspect some delusion. | 
On, Monday, April 20, I found him at home in 
the morning. We talked of a gentleman who we 
apprehended was gradually inyolving his circum- 
stances by bad management. Jonxsoπ . Wasting 
a fortune is evaporation by a thousand imperceptible 
means. If it were a stream, they'd stap it. You | 
must speak to him. It is really miserable. Were 
he a gamester, it could be said he had hopes of win- 
ning. Were he a bankrupt in trade, he might have 
grown rich; but he has neither spirit to spend nor | | 
resolution to spare. He does not spend fast enough 4 
to have pleasure from it. He has the crime of pro- 
digality, and the wretchedness of parsimony. If a2 2 
man is killed in a duel, he is killed as many a one has } 
been killed; but it is a sad thing for a man to lie | 
down and die; to bleed to death, because he has 
not fortitude enough to sear the wound, or even to 
Stitch it up.” I cannot but pause a moment to ad- 
mire the fecundity of fancy, and choice of language, "ol 
which in this instance, and, indeed, on almost all | 
occasions, he displayed. It was well observed by Dr. | 
Percy, now Bishop of Dromore, © The conversation 
of Johnson is strong and clear, and may be com- 
pared to an antique statue, where every vein and 
muscle is distinct and bold. Ordinary een 
resembles an inferiour cast. Eat 2 
On Saturday, April 25, 1 diced with bien ae fir | 
Joshua Reynolds's, with the learned Dr. Musgrave, 1 
Counsellor Leland of Ireland, son to the historian, | 
. and some more ladies. The _ io 
| Z2 
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We talked of the numbers of people that some- 


times have composed the household of great fami- 
hes. I mentioned that there were a hundred in the 


family» of the present Earl of Eglintoune's father. 


Dr. Johuson seeming to doubt it, I began to enume- 


rate. Let us see: my Lord and my Lady two.“ 


Jonxsox. * Nay, Sir, if you are to count by twos, 


you may be long enough. Bosw gl. Well, but 


now L add two sons and seven daughters, and à Ser- 
vant for each, that will maks twenty; so we have 
the fifth part already.” Jonxsow. © Very true. 
You' get at twenty pretty readily ; but you will not 
80 easily get further on. We robe fect pretty 
readily ; but it is not so easy to grow to seven. 
On Sunday, April 19, being Easter- day, after the 

solemnities of the festival in St. Paul's Church, I 
visited bim, but could not stay to dinner, I ex- 
pressed a wish to have the arguments for Christianity 


always in readiness, that my religious faith might be 


as firm and clear as any proposition whatever, so that 


1 need not be under the least uncasiness, when it 


should be attacked. Jonvsow. Sir, you cannot 
answer all Objections. Lou have demonstration for 


| 2 Firat Cause : you. gee he must be good as well as 


„because there is nothing to make him 
otherwise, and goodness of itself is preferable. Yet 
you have against this, what is very certain, the un- 
happiness of human life. This, however, gives us 
reason to hope for a future state of compensation, 
that there may be a perfect system. But of that we 
were not aure, till we had a positive revelation.” I 
told him, that his “ Rasselas had often made me 


unhappy ; for jt represented the misery of human 
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life so well, and so convincipgly to a thinking mind, 
that if at any time the impression wore off, and I felt 
myself easy, I began to suspect some delusion. 

On Monday, April 20, I found him at home in 
the morning. We talked of a gentleman who we 
apprehended was gradually involving his circum- 
stances by bad management. JonxSsoπ . Wasting 
a fortune is evaporation by a thousand imperceptible 
means. If it were a stream, they'd stop it. You 
must speak to him. It is really miserable. Were 
he a gamester, it could be said he had hopes of win- 
ning. Were he a bankrupt in trade, he might have 
grown rich; but he has neither spirit to spend nor 
resolution to spare. He does not spend fast enough 
to have pleasure from it. He has the crime of pro- 


, | 
— — 3 


1 
— 


F 


50 EY 4 
9 „„ 
. 


> LY . 
3 * 2 ** 


digality, and the wretchedness of parsimony. If a - 


man is killed in a duel, he is killed as many a one has 
been killed; but it is a sad thing for a man to lie 
down and die; to bleed to death, because he has 
not fortitude enough to sear the wound, or even to 
Stitch it up.” I cannot but pause a moment to ad- 
mire the fecundity of fancy, and choice of language, 
which in this instance, and, indeed, on almost all 
occasions, be displayed. It was well observed by Dr, 
Percy, now Bishop of Dromore, © The conversation 
of Johnson is strong and clear, and may be com- 
pared to an antique statue, where every vein and 
muscle is distinct and bold. Ordinary een 
resembles an inferiour cast. 

On Saturday, April 25, I dined with him at Sir 


Juochua Reynolds's, with the learned Dr. Musgrave, 


Counsellor det el son to the historian, 
„ and some more ladies. The 
| Z2 
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Project,” a new poem, was read to the company by 


Dr. Musgrave. Jonxsox. * Sir, it has no power: 
Were it not for the well-known names with which 
it is filled, it would be nothing : the names carry the 
poet, not the poet the names.“ Mus6ravs. © A 
temporary pom always entertains us.” Jonxsox. 
“So does an Secur of the er hanged yes- 
terday entertain us. 

He proceeded ;—* Pihiabterics Taylor, as he 
was Called, (that is, the Editor of Demosthenes) was 


the most silent man, the merest statue of a man that 


1 have ever seen. I once dined in company with 
him, and all he said during the whole time was no 
more than Richard. How -a man sbould say only 
Richard, it is not easy to imagine. But it was thus : 
Dr. Douglas was talking of Dr. Zachary Grey, and 
ascribing to him something that was written by Dr. 
Richard Grey. So, to correct him, Taylor said. 
(initating his affected ententious emphasis and nod,) 
* Richard.” 

Mrs. Cholmondeley, in a high flow of spirits, exhi- 
bited some lively sallies of hyperbolical compliment 
to Johnson, with whom she had been long ac- 
quainted, and was very easy. He was quick in 


catching the manner of the moment, and answered 


her somewhat in the style of the hero of a romance, 


Madam, you crown me with unfading laurels.” 


1 happened, I know not how, to say that a pamph- 


let meant a prose piece. Jos. No, Sir. K 


few sheets of poetry unbound are a pamphlet, as 
much as a few sheets of pros.” Moscha vz.“ A 
pamphlet may be understood to mean a poetical 
piece in WentinoterFlall, that is, in formal lan- 


= 
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guage ; but i in common language it is understood to 
mean prose. Jonxsox. (and here was one of the 
many instances of his knowing clearly and telling 
exactly how a thing is) * A pamphlet is understood 


in common language to mean prose, only from this, 


„ 


chat there is so mueh more prose written than poetry; 
as when we say a book, prose is understood for the 
same reason, though a book may as well be in poetry 
as in prose. We understand what is most general, 

and we name what is less frequent,” 


We talked of a lady's verses on Ireland. Miss 


RsyxoLos. Have you seen them, Sir?“ Jonx- 
80N. No, Madam, I have scen a translation from 
Horace, by one of her daughters. She shewed it 
me.“ Miss RRTNOL DS. And how was it, Sir?“ 
Jouxsox. Why, very well for a young Miss's 


verses — that is to say, compared with excellence, 


nothing; but, very well, ſor the person who wrote 
them. I am vexed at being sheyn verses in that 
manner.“ Miss RRTxvOLDS. But if they should 
be good, why not give them hearty praise? Jonx- 


soNv. “„ Why, Madam, because I have not then got 


the better of my bad humour from having been 
shewn them. You must consider, Madam; before- 
hand they may be bad, as well as good. Nobody 
has a right to put another under such a difficulty, 
that he must either hurt the person by telling the 
truth, or hurt himself by telling what is not true. 
Bosw8LL. A man often shews his writings to peo- 
ple of eminence, to obtain from them, either from 
their good-nature, or from their not being able to 


tell the truth firmly, a commendation, of Which he 


may afterwards avail himself. Joxxsov. , © Very 
true, Sir, Therefore the man, who is asked by an 
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authour, what he thinks of his work, is put to the 
torture, and is not obliged to speak the truth; so 
that what he says is not considered as his opinion; 
yet he has said it, and cannot retract it; and this 
authour, when mankind are hunting him with a can- 
nister at his tail, can say, I would not bave pub- 
| isbed, had not Johnson, or Reynolds, or Musgrave, 
or some other good judge commended. the work. 
[ Yet I consider it as a very difficult question in con- 
| science, whether one sbould” advise a man not to 
| publish a work, if profit be his object; for the man 
may say, Had it not been for you, I should have 
=: had the money.” Now you cannot be sure; for you 
| have only your own opinion, and the publick may 
3 

| 


think very differently.” Sm Josnva Revxoips. 
1 4 You must upon such an ocoagion have two judg- 
= ments; one as to the real value of the work, the 
| other as to what may please the general taste at the 
| | time.” Joumsov. But you can be gur of neither; 
and theteſbre I should scruple much to give a sup- 
pressive vote. Both Goldsmith's comedies were 
once reſused; his first by Garrick, his second by 
Colman, who was prevailed on at last by much soli- 
citation, nay, a kind of force, to bring it on. His 
3 © Viear of Wakefield I myself did not think would 
: | haye had much success. It was written and sold to 
K+ a bopkseller ; before bis Traveller; but published 
after ; 80 little expectation had the bookseller from 
it. Had it been sold after the © Traveller,” he might 
| Have had twice as much money for it, though sixty 
guineas was no mean price. The bookseller had 
the adyantage of Goldsmith's reputation from The 
Traveller in the sale, though Goldsmith had it not 
in selling the copy.” Sin Josnua RevnoLDs..* The | 
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Beggar's Opera affords a proof how strangely people 
will differ it opinion about a literary performance. 
Burke thinks it has no merit.” Jonxson. It was 
reſused by one of the houses; but I should have 
thought it would sueceed, not from any great excel - 
lence in the writing, but from the novelty, and the 
general spirit and gaiety of the piece, which keeps 
the audience always e m e t in 
good humour.” 

We went to the 5 * was a con- 
siderable inerease of company. Several of us got 
round Dr. Johnson, and complained that he would 
not give us an exact catalogue of his works, that 
there might be a complete edition. He smiled, and 
evaded our entreaties. That he intended to do it, 1 
have no doubt, because I have heard him say 80; 
and I have in my possession an imperfect list, fairly 
written out, which he entitles Historia Studiorum. 
I onee got from one of his friends a list, which there 
was pretty good reason to suppose was accurite, for 
it was written down in his presence by this friend, 
who enumerated each article aloud, and had somo of 
them mentioned to him by Mr. Levett, in concert with 
whom it was made out; and Johnson, who heard 
all this, did not contradict it. But when I shewed a 
copy of this list to him, and mentioned the evidence 
for its exnetness, he laughed, and said, I was wil- 
ling to let them gb on as they pleased, and never in- 
terſered. Upon which I read it to him, article by 
artiele, and got him positively to own or refuse; and 
then, having obtained certainty 80 far, I got some 
other articles confirmed by bim directly, and after- 


wards, ep cd e en def undev tip 
sanction. 
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His friend Edward Cave having been mentioned, 
be told us, . Cave used to sell ten thousand of The 
Gentleman's Magazine; yet such was then his mi- 
nute attention and anxiety that the sale should not 
suffer the smallest decrease, that he would name a 
particular person who he heard had talked of leaving 
off the Magazine, and would say, At. us have 
something good next month,” ola 

It was observed, that avarice was W in some 
dispositions. Jonxsox. No man was born a 
miser, because no man was born to possession. 
Every man is born cupidus.—desirous of getting; but 
not avarus,—desirous of keeping.“ BoswWRNLL. © I 
have heard old Mr. Sheridan maintain, with much 
ingenuity, that a complete miser is a happy man; a 
miser ho gives himself wholly to the one passion of 
saving“ Jonxsox. That is flying in the face of 
all the world, who have called an avaricious man a 
miser, because he is miserable. No, Sir; a man who 
both spends and saves money is the ee man, 
Wan he has both enjoyments. 

I he conversation having tu wed o on Bon-Mots, be 

re from one of the Ana, an exquisite ifigtance of 
flattery in a maid of honour in France, who being 
asked by the Queen what o'clock it was, answered, 
What your Majesty pleases. He admitted that 
Mr. Burke's classical pun upon Mr. Wilkes's "AT 
carried.on the shoulders of the mob, $081! 


cc 
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was admirable ; and though 155 was  otrangety: un⸗ 
willing to allow to that extraordinary man the talent 
of wit, he also laughed with approbation at auother 
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of his playful conceits ; which was, that “Horace 
has in one line given a 1 hrs of a "R an. 
manour : 


* "Ext modus i in rebus, unt certi denique Jones; 


| that is to ay, 4 modus as to the hes and certain 
fines.” 

He b * A man cannot with WA 
speak of himself, except he relates simple facts; as, 
1 I was at Richmond :* or what depends on mensur- 
ation; as, I am ix feet high. ” He is sure he has 
been at Richmond; he is sure be is six feet high: but 
he cannot be sure he is wise, or that he has any other 
excellence. Then, all censure of a man's self is 
oblique praise. It is in order to shew how much he 

can spare. It has all the invidiousness of self- praise, 
and all the reproach of ſalsehood. Boswzxx. 
Sometimes it may proceed from a man's strong 
consciousness of his faults being observed. He 
knows that others would throw bim down, and 
therefore he had atten dp OI softly of W | 
accord.” 

On Tuesday, April 28, be was engaged Fin | 


: 


; : at General Paoli's þ when, ee cher, 


F 8 fully „„ 
Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides,” edit. 3, p. 21, ef . 
here, as a lawyer mindful of the maxim Saum cuique tribuits, 
not forbear to mention, that the additional Note beginning with 
* I find since the former edition,” is not mine, but was obligingly 
furnished by Mr, Malone, who was 30 kind as to superintend the 
press while I was in Scotland, and the first part of the second edition | 
was printing. He would not allow me to ascribe it to its proper 
authour; but, as it is exquisitely acute and elegant, I take this 


opportunity, without his knowledge, to do him justice. 
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| Fw Hl entermstied fi elegant hospitality, and 
wich all the ease and comfort of a home. I called 


on him, and accompanied him in a hackney-coach. 


We stopped first at the bottom of Hedge-lane, into 


which he wept to leave a letter, © with good news 
for a poor man in distress,” as be told me. I did not 


question bim particularly as to this. He himself 


of ters regembled Lady Bolingbroke's lively descrip- 
tion of Pope: that © he was wn politique aur choux 
et au raves.” ane *"K dine to-day in 
Grosvenor- square; this might be with a Duke: 


on, perhaps, I dme to-day at the other end of the 
town: or, A gentleman of great eminenoe called 


on me yesterday.“ —He loved thus to keep things 
floating in conjecture © Onme ignotum pro magniſico 
ent. I believe I ventured to dissipate the cloud, to 
unveil the mystery, more freely and frequently than 
any of his friends, We stopped again at Wirg- 


man's, the well-known toy-5hop, in St. James s- 
Street, at the corner of St. James s- Place, to which 
be bad been directed; but not clearly, for he searched 


about some time, and could not find it at first; and 


aid, * T direct one only to a corner shop is ing 


with one.“ I suppose he meant this as a play upon 


the word ey: it was the first time that I knew him 


stoop to such sport. After he had been some time 


ii shop, he sent for me to come out of the coach, 
pair of silver buckles, as 


and help him to choose a 
chose he had were too small. this altera · 
tion in dress had been uggested by Mrs. Thrale, by 


associating with whom, his external appearance was 


much improved. He got better cloaths ; and the 


| dark colour, from which he never deviated, was en- 


hy 
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livened by metal buttons. His wigs, too, were much 
better; and during their travels in France, he was 
furnished with a Paris - made wig, of handsome con- 
struction. This choosing of silver buckles was a 
negociation-: * Sir, (said he,) I will not have the ridi- 
culous large ones now in fashion ; and J will give no 
more than. a guinea for a pair.“ Such were the 
Principles of the business; and, after some examina- 
tion, he was fitted. As we drove along, I found him 
in a talking humour, of which I availed myself. 
BoswkLL. I was this morning in ee shop, 
Sir; and was told, that the collection called Jam 
soniana” has sold very much.“ Jonxsoꝗw. Yet the 
Journey to the Hebrides has not had a great sale. 
Bosw ll. That is strange.“ . Jonnsow, “ Tes, 
Sir; for in that book I have told the world a great 
deal that they did not know before. 
Boswarr. I drank chocolate, Sir, Gr aan 
with Mr. Eld; and, to my no small surprize, found - 
him to be a Stafferdshire Whig, a being which I did 
not believe had existed.“ - Jonwon. © Sir, there 
3 — Mdinid; 
a Tory was a creature generated between à non jur- 
ing parson and one's : grandmother.” - Jonxsom. 
« And I have always said, the first Whig was the 
Devil.“ Boswsrs. © He certainly was, Sir. The 
Devil was impatient of subordination ; he * 
first who resisted power 


Better to reign in Hell, than serve in Heaven z. : 


e o lake fic wheat : 


extctsive sale from what in generally ctitertained': for the fact is, | 


that four thousand copies: of that excellent work were sad very 
quickly. A new apy een Wh Ig As: Me 
: that in the collection of his works, BY 
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At — Paoli's were Sir Joshua Reynolds, Mr. 


Langton, Marchese Gherardi of Lombardy, and 
Mr. John Spottiswoode the younger, of Spottiswoode,s* 
the solicitor. At this time fears of an invasion were 


eirculated; to obviate which, Mr. Spottiswoode ob- 
' gerved, that Mr. Fraser the engineer, who had lately 
eome from Dunkirk, said, that the French had the 


sarne fears of us. Jonxvsox. It is thus that mutual 
cowardice keeps us in peace. Were one half of 


mankind brave, and one half cowards, the brave 
would be always beating the cowards. Were all 


brave, they would lead a very uneasy life ; all would 


be contimally fighting : but ug all , we 


go on very well. 
Me talked of drinking wine. 8 L te- 
quire wine, only when I am alone. I have then 


often wished for it, and often taken it.“ Srorris- 


wooDE.' What, by way of a companion, Sir?“ 


 Jonnsox. ' To get rid of myself, to send myself | 
away. Wine gives great pleasure; and every 


| pleasure is of itself a good. It is a good, unless 


counterbalanced by evil. A man may have a strong 


reason not to drink wine; and that may be greater 


than the pleasure. Wine makes a man better 
pleased with himself. I do not say that it makes him 
more pleasing to others. Sometimes it does. But 


the danger is, that while a man grows better pleased 


with . eee * 


* 


« Tn the pheweotogy of Scodand, 1 dell have Gd. . Mr, 
. John Spottiswoode the younger; of that ill.. \ Johnson knew that 
dense of the word very well, and has thus explained it in his Dic- 
tionary, voce TILE It also signiſies © the same; as, Mackintoch 
LN Vibe ill," denotes'g grotleman ere top me acted] | 
PO Tr 
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others.“ Wine gives a man nothing. It neither 

gives him knowledge nor wit; it only animates a 

man, and enables him to bring out what a dread of 

the company has repressed. It only puts in motion 
what has been locked up in frost. But this may be 

good, or it may be bad.“ Sporriswoopz. © So, 

Sir, wine is a key which opens a box; but this box 

may be either full or empty :”” Jonxsox. “ Nay, 

Sir, conversation is the key: wine is a pick-lock, 

which forces open the box and injures it. A man 

should cultivate his mind so as to have that conſi- 

dence and readiness without wine, which wine gives.“ 

BoswELL, “ The great difficulty of resisting wine 

is from benevolence. For instance, a good worthy © 
man asks you to taste his wine, which he has had 

twenty years in his cellar.” Jonxsox. © Sir, all this 

notion about benevolence arises from a man's ima- 

gining himself to be of more importance to others, 
than he really is. They don't care a farthing whe- „ 
ther he drinks wine or not.” Sin Josnua Rey- pet 
NOLDS. Les, they do for the time.” Jonunson; 0 | 
For the time !—If they care this minute; they ſor- 

get it the next. And as for the good worthy man: 

how do you know he is good and worthy ? No good 

and worthy man will insist upon anther man's 

drinking wine. As to the wine twenty years in the 

e e ten mot, t e N wy n bene 


5 Is l obecrved io Willer's Life, in the Mt” 

that he drank only water; and that while he sat in a company who 

were drinking wine, „Ide had the dexterity to accommodate his 

discourse to the pitch of theirs as it un. If excess in drinking” 

be meant, the remark. is acutely just. But surely, a moderate use 
of wine gives a gaiety of «pirits which water-drinkers know-not, /: 
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_ they must say something: three are telling a lie, 
when they say they have had the wine twenty years; 
three would rather save the wine one, perhaps, 
cares. I allow it is something to please one's com- 
pany : and people are always pleased with those who 
partake pleasure with them. But after à man has 
platare which aries from: 0 ocker 
consideration is a. trifle, To please others by drink- 
ing wine, is something only, if there be nothing 
against it. nen eee le Meere gpe wh 

& Curst be 5 verse, 1 5 well so e'er it flow.” | 
© © That tends to make one worthy man my foe.” | 


n Curt be the ring, the water.” Joux- 
80N. But let us consider what-a sad thing it 
would be, if we were obliged to drink or do any thing 
else that may happen to be agreeable to the company 
where we are,” LaxeTtos.' By the game rule you 
must join with a gang of cut-purses,” Jonxsox. 
& Yes; Sir: but yet we must do justice to wine; we 
must allo it the power it possesses. To make a man 
pleased with himself, e eu ras wy | 
mmer. b EY. 
1 S fais vokoms, 51 Nobis vivere uri x, 


vo eee upon trial, 

by Jobnson's recommendation. Jorxsox.'* Boswell 
Is a bolder combatant than Sir Joshua: he argues 
ſor wine without the belp of wine; but Sir Joshua 
with it.” Sin Josnua RxxNoL Ds. But to please 


. one's company is a strong motive. Jonsson. (who, 
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from drinking only water, supposed every body who 
drank wine to be elevated,) © I won't argue any 
more with you, Sir. Lou are too far gone.“ Sin 
JosmvA. „I should have thought so indeed, Sir, had 
I made such a speech as you have now done“ 
Jonxsox. (drawing himself in, and, I really thought 
blushing,) Nay, don't be angry. I did not mean 
to offend you.” Sin JosnuA. „At first the taste of 
wine was disagreeable to me; but I brought myself 
to drink it, that I might be like other people. The 
pleasure of drinking wine is so connected with pleas- 
ing your company, that altogether there is something 
of social goodness in it.” Jounsox. © Sir, this is only 
saying the same thing over again.” Sin Josnva. 
No, this is new.“ Jouxsow. You put it in new 
wards, but it is an old thought. This is one of 
the disadyantages of wine. It makes a man mistake 
words for thoughts.” BoswsLL. I think it is a 
new thought; at least, it is in anew attitude. Jonx- 
son. Nay, Sir, it is only in a new coat; or an old - 
coat with a new facing. (Then laughing heartily) 
It is the old dog in a new doublet. —An extraordinary 
instance however may occur where a man's patron ' 
will do nothing for him, unless he will drink: there 
may be a good reason for drinking.“ 

I mentioned a nobleman, who I believed was really 
uneasy if his company would not drink hard.“ Jonx- 
SON, That is from having had people about him 
whom he has been accustomed to command.” Bos- 
WELL. **Supposing I sbould be z4te-2-12te with him 
at table.” Jouxsox. © Sir, there is no more reason 
for your drinking with him; than his being sober with 
you,” BoswELL. © Why that is true; for it would 
do him less hurt to be sober, than it would do me 


* 
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to get drunk.“ Jonxcso v. Yes, Sir; and from 
what I have heard of him, one would not wish to 
Sacrifice himself to such a man. If he must always 


have somebody to drink with him, he should buy a 


slave, and then he would be sure to have it. They 
who submit to driuk as another pleases, make them- 
selves his slaves. BoswzLI. “ But, Sir, you will 


surely make allowance for the duty of hospitality. A 
gentleman who loves drinking, comes to visit me.“ 


Jonxsox. Sir, a man knows whom be visits; he 


comes to the table of a sober man.“ BoswzLL. 
But, Sir, you and I should not have been so well 


received in the Highlands and Hebrides, if I had not 
drunk with our worthy friends. Had I drunk water 
only as you did, they would not have been so cordial.“ 
JonxsoNn. “ Sir William Temple mentions that in 
his travels through the Netherlands he had two or 
three gentlemen with him; and when a bumper 


was necessary, he put it on em. Were I to travel 


again through the islands, I would have Sir Joshua 
with me to take the bumpers.” BoswaLI. But, 
Sir, let me put a case. Suppose Sir Joshua should 
take a jaunt into Scotland; he does me the honour 
to pay me a visit at my house in the country; I am 
overjoyed at seeing him; we are quite by ourselves; 
shall I unsociably and churlishly let him sit drinking 
by himself? No, no, my dear Sir Joshua, you shall 
not be treated so, I will take a bottle with you“ 

The celebrated Mrs. Rudd being mentioned. 


Jonxsox. © Fifteen years ago I should have gone to 


see her. Srorriswoop g. Because she was fiftecn 
years younger ?”. Jonxsomt. No, Sir; but now 
they have a trick of putting every thing into the news- 
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He bcgged of General Paoli to repeat one of the 


introductory stanzas of the first book of Tasso's Je- 
rusalem, which he did, and then Johnson found 
fault with the simile of sweetening the edges of a cup 
for a child, being transferred from Lucretius into an 


epick poem. The General said he did not imagine 


Homer's poetry was 80 ancient as is supposed, be- 
cause he ascribes to a Greek colony circumstances of 
refinement not found in Greece itself at a later pe- 


riod, when Thucydides wrote. Jonxsox. I recol- 


a 
1 


lect, but one passage quoted by Thucydides from 
Homer, which is not to be found in our copies of 
Homer's works; I am for the antiquity of Homer, 
and think that a Grecian colony by being nearer 
Persia might be more refined than the mother coun- 


On Wednesday, April 29, I dined with him at Mr. 
Allan Ramsay's, where were Lord Binning, Dr. Ro- 
bertson the historian, Sir Joshua Reynolds, and the 
Honourable Mrs. Boscawen, widow of the Admiral, 


and mother of the present Viscount Falmouth ; ; of 


whom, if it be not presumptuous in me to praise her, 


I would say, that her manners are the most agreeable, 


and her conversation the best, of any lady with whom 
I ever had the happiness to be acquainted. | Before 
Johnson came we talked a good deal of him; Ram- 
say said he had always found him a very polite man, 
and that he treated him with great respect, which he 


did very sincerely. I said I worshipped him. Ro- 
BERTSON. © But some of you spoil him: you should 


not worship bim; you should worship no man.“ 


BoswzLL. © I cannot help worshipping him, he is 80 


much superiour to other men.” N,ναο,, 00 In 
vox. III. 1 
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criticism, and in wit in conversation he is no doubt 
yery excellent; but in other respects he is not above 


other men; he will believe any thing, and will stre- 


nuously defend the most minute circumstance con- 
nected with the Church of England.” BoswzLL. 


Believe me, Doctor, you are much mistaken as to 
this; for when you talk with him calmly in private, 
he is very liberal in his way of thinking.” RoßEnr- 

50x. © He and I have been always very gracious ; 
the first time I met him was one evening at Strahan's, 
when he had just had an unlucky altercation with 


Adam Smith, to whom he had been so rough, that 
Strahan, after Smith was gone, had remonstrated with 


him, and told him that I was coming soon, and that 
he was uneasy to think that he might behave in the 
same manner to me. No, no, Sir, (said Johnson) 
I warrant you Robertson and I shall do very well. 
Accordingly he was gentle and good-humoured, and 


' - courteous with me the whole evening; and he has 


been so upon every occasion that we have met since. 


I have often said laughing) that T have been in a 


great measure indebted to Smith for my good recep- 
tion. Boswenr; © His power of reasoning is very 
etrong; and be has a peculiar art of drawing charac- 
ters, which is as rare as good -portrait painting.” Sin 


Joznva RevnorDs. “ He is nndoubtedly admirable 
in this; hut, im order to mark the characters which 


he draws, he overcharges them, and gives people more 
than they really have, whether of good or bad.” 


No sooner did he, of whom we had been thus 
talking $0-casfly, arrive, tharr we were all as quiet as 
* school upon the entrance of the head-master ; and 
"wee e Wee with auch 
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variety of good things, as contributed not a Vitls to 
dispose him to be pleased. 

RaMUSAT. 1 n ele enough to date bens U 
temporary of Pope. His poetry was highly admired 
in his life-time, more a great deal than dfter his 
death.” Jonxsow. Sir, it has not been less ad- 
mired since his death; no authours ever had so much 


fame in their own life-time as Pope and Voltaire; 


and Pope's poetry has been as much admired since 
his death as during his life ; it has only not been as 
much talked of, but that is owing to its being now 
more distant, and people having other writings to 
talk of. Virgil is less talked of than Pope, and Ho- 


mer is less talked of than Virgil; but they are not 


less admired. We must read what the world reads 
at the moment. It has been maintained that this 
superſœtation, this teeming of the press in modern 


times, is prejudicial. to good literature, because it 


obliges us to read so much of What is of inſeriour 
value, in order to be in the fashion; 86 that better 
works are neglected for want of time, because a man 


will have more gratification of his vanity in conver- 


sation, from having read modern books, than from 
having read the best works of antiquity, But it 


must be considered, that we have now mote know- 


ledge generally diffused; all our ladies read now, 
which is a great extension. Modern writers are the 
moons of literature; they shine with reflected light, 
with light borrowed from the ancients. Greece ap- 


pears to me to be the fountain of knowledge; Rome 


of elegance.” Raxtsav. © I suppose Homer's * Iliad' 


to be a collection of pieces which had been written 


befofe his time. dera like un e nen of 
it in poetica} prose like the book of Ruth or Job.” 
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RozxrTs80N..* Would you, Dr. Johnson, who are 


master of the English language, but try your hand 


upon a part of it. Jonxsox. © Sir, you could not 
read it without the pleasure of verse. | 

We talked of antiquarian researches. Jonxsox. 
« All that is really knoten of the ancient state of 
Britain is contained in a few pages. We can know 
no more than what the old writers have told us; 


' yet what large books have we upon it, the whole of 


which, excepting such parts as are taken from those 


old writers, is all dream, such as Whitaker's Man- 


chester I haye heard Henry's History of Britain 
well spoken of: I am told it is carried on in separate 
divisions, as the civil, the military, the religious his- 
tory ; I wish much to have one branch well done, 
and that is the history of manners, of common life.” 
RozerTs0N.* Henry should have applied his at- 
tention to that alone, which is enough for any man; 
and he might have found a great deal scattered in 
various books, had he read solely with that view. 
Henry erred in not selling his first volume at a mo- 
derate price to the booksellers, that they might have 
pushed bim on till he had got reputation. I sold 
my History of Scotland' at a moderate price, as a 


work by which the booksellers might either gain o 


„ 
have got six thousand pounds by it. I afterwards 
received a much bigher price for my writings. An 


authour mule sell his first work for what the book- 


„ e which 1 Dacier made in vain, la- 


since been tried in dur own language, by the editor of © Osian,” . 


and we must either think very meanly of his abilities, or allow that 
Dr. Johnson was in the right. And Mr. Cowper, à man of real 
genius, has miserably failed in his blank verse translation. 
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sellers will give, till it shall appear whether he is an 


authour of merit, or, which is the same thing as to 


purchase money, an authour who Pann the bem: 
lick.” | 


Dr. Robertson Wee on the character of a 
certain nobleman ; that he was one of the strongest- 


minded men that ever lived ; that he would sit in 


company quite sluggish, while there was nothing to 
call forth his intellectual vigour ; but the moment 
that any important subject was started, for instance, 


how this country is to be defended against a French 


invasion, he would rouse himself, Ind shew his ex- 
traordinary talents with the most powerful ability 
and animation. Jonxsov. * Yet this man cut his 
own throat. The true strong and sound mind is 
the mind that can embrace equally great things and 
small. Now I am told the King of Prussia will my 
to a servant, Bring me a bottle of such a wine, 
Which came in such a year; it lies in such a corner 
of the cellars.” I would have a man great in great 
things, and elegant in little things.” He mid to me 
afterwards, when we were by ourselves, (Robertson 


was in a mighty romantiek humour, he talked of qne. 


whom he did not know ; but I downed him with the 
King of Prussia.”—* Tes, Sir, (maid L) you threw a 
bottle at his head. 

An ingenious gentleman was mentioned, coneern- 
ing whom both Robertson and Ramsay agreed that 
he had a constant firmness of mind; for after a labo- 


_ rious day, and amidst a multipheity of cares and 


anxieties, he would sit down with his sisters and be 
quite cheerful and good-humoured, Such a dispo- 


sition, it was observed, was a happy gift of nature. 
Jonxsox. © I do not think so; a man has from 
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nature 4 certain portion of mind; the use he makes 
of it depends upon bis ou free. will, That a man 


has always the same firmness of mind I do not say; 


because every man feels his mind less firm at one 
time than another; but I think a man's being in a 


good or bad humour depends upon his will.“ —I, 
however, could not help thinking that a man's hu- 


mou is often uncontroulable by his will. 


Johnson harangued against drinking wine. « A 
an. (said he) may choose whether he will have 


abstemiousness and knowledge, or claret and igno- 


rance.” Dr. Robertson, (who is very companionable,) 
was beginning to dissent as to the proscription of cla- 
ret. Jonxsox; (with a placid smile.) © Nay, Sir, you 
Shall not differ with me ; as I have said that the man 
i most perfect who takes in the most things, I am 


ſor knowledge and claret.” Ros; (holding a 


glass of generous claret in his hand.) Sir, I can 


only drink your health.“ Jonxsow. © Sir, I should 


be sorry if you should be ever in such a state as to 


be able to do nothing more.” RonkRTSON. © Dr. 
Jobnson, allow me to say, that in one respect I have 


the advantage of you; when you were in Scotland 
you would not come to hear any of our preachers, 


Whereas, when I am here, I attend your publick | 
worship without scruple, and indeed, with great satis- 
faction,” :Jounsox. © Why, Sir, that is not so ex- 
 traordinary : the King of Siam sent ambassadors to 


Louis the Fourteenth; but Louis the Foumeenth 
nme | 


12. Pat tn men th bring put 
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Here my friend for once discovered a want of 


knowledge or forgetfulness ; for Louis the Fourteenth 
did send an embassy to the King of Siam, and the 


Abbe Choisi, who was employed in it, OY an 


account of it in two volumes. 

Next day, Thursday, April 30, 1 hm bm a at 
1 by himself. Jonxsov. © Well, Sir, Ramsay 
gave us a splendid dinner, I love Ramsay. You 
will not find a man in whose conversation there is 
more instruction, more information, and more ele- 
gance, than in Ramsay's.” BosweLL. “ What I ad- 
mire in Ramsay, is his continuing to be so young.” 
Jouxsox. © Why, yes, Sir, it is to be admired. I 


value myself upon this, that there is nothing of the 


old man in my conversation, I am now sixty-eight, 


and I have no more of it than at twenty-eight.” - 


BosWELE.. * But, Sir, would not you wish to know 
old age? He who is never an old man, does not 
know the whole of human life ; for old age is one 
of the divisions of it.” Jonxsow. © Nay, Sir, what 


talk is this?” BoswELL. © I mean, Sir, the Spbinx's | 
description of it ;—morning, noon, and night. I 
would know night, as well as morning and noon.“ 


Jonxsow. What, Sir, would you know what it is 
to feel the evils of old age? Would you have the 
gont ? Would you have decrepitude? Seeing him 
beated, I would not argue any, farther ;. but I was 
confident that I was in the right. I would, in due 


time, be a Nestor, an elder of the people; and there 
should be some difference between the conversation 
of twenty-eight and sixty-eight.“ A grave picture 
should not be gay. There is a serene, solemn, | 


* [Jolinson clearly meant, (otra potent eo hints 


mentioned,) that he had none of the ligtlessness of old age, that be 
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placid old age. Jounsox.'* Mrs. Thrate's mother 
said of me what flattered me much. A elergyman 
was complaining of want of society in the country 


where he lived; and said, “They talk of rants ;” 


| (that is, young cows), * Sir, (said Mrs. Salusbury,) 


Mr. Johnson would learn to talk of runts :* meaning 
that I was a man who would make the most of my 
Situation, whatever it was.” He . „ think 
D very polite man. 

- On Saturday, May 2, I dined with bim at Sir 
Joshua Reynolds's, where there was a very large 
company, and a great deal of conversation; but 
owing to some circumstance which I cannot now re- 
collect, I have no record of any part of it, except 
that there were several people there by no means of 
the Johnsonian school; so that less attention was 
paid to him than usual, which put him out of hu- 
mour; and upon some imaginary offence from me, 


he attacked me with sueh rudeness, that I was vexed 
and angry, because it gave those persons an oppor- 


* of ann * his en ferocity, and 


kad the . ee as formerly; not that a 


man of sixty-cight might dance in a public assembly with as much 


_ propriety as he could at twenty-cight. His conversation, being 
_ the product of much various knowledge, great acuteness, and extra- 
ordinary wit, was equally well suited to every period of life ; and 

as in his youth it probably did not exhibit any unbecoming levity, 


50 certainly in his later years it was totally bes bon dhe garnlty 


and querulousness of old age 4 


»ISoch is the 8 of this word in n and it 


 chould cem in Wales. (See Skinner in V.) Bot the heifers of 


Scotland arid Wales, when brought to England, being always smaller 


than those of this country, the word runt has always acquired a 
secondary sense, and generally signifies a heifer diminutive in size, 
mall beyond the ordinary growth of that animal: and in this sense 
alone the word is acknowledged by Dr. Johnson, in his Dictionary. } 
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ill treatment of his best friends. I was so much 
hurt, and had my pride so much roused, that T kept 
away from him for a week; and, perhaps, might 

have kept away much longer, nay, gone to Scotland 
without seeing him again, had not we fortunately 


met and been reconciled. To such unhappy chances | - 


are human friendships liable. 

On Friday, May 8, I dined with him at Mr. 
Langton's. I was reserved and silent, which I sup- 
pose he perceived, and might recollect the cause. 
After dinner, when Mr. Langton was called out of 
the room, and we were by ourselves, he drew his 
chair near to mine, and said, in a tone of concih- 
ating courtesy, Well, how have you done?" 
BoswELL. Sir, you have made me very uneasy by 
your behaviour to me when we were last at Sir 
Joshua Reynolds's. You know, my dear Sir, no 


man has a greater respect and affection for you, or 


would sooner ga to the end of the world to serve 
you. Now to treat me so—.“ He insisted that I 
had interrupted him, which I assured him was not 
the case; and proceeded “ Bat why treat me 80 
before people who neither love you nor me?” Jonn- 
80x. © Well, I am sorry for it. I'll make it up to 
you twenty different ways, as you please.” . Bos- 
WELL. I said to-day to Sir Joshua, when he ob- 
served that you ted me sometimes -I don't care 
how often, or how high he tosses me, when only 


friends are present, for then I fall upon soſt ground: 
but I do not like falling on stones, which is the case 


when” enemies are present.—I think this a pretty 


| + good image, Sir,” Jonxsox. * it is one of ne 
happiest I have ever heard.” 


The truth is, there was no yenom in the wounds 


L Vet ON OC TEES 26 obo 


3628” E LIFE OF [Arar. 69, 


which he inflicted at any time, unless they were 


irritated by some malignant infusion by other hands. 
We were instantly as cordial again as ever, and 


joined | in hearty laugh at some ludicrous but inno- 
cent peculiarities of one of our friends. BoswzLL. 


« Do you think, Sir, it is always culpable to laugh 
at a man to his face ?” JanxsoN., © Why, Sir, that 
depends upon the man and the thing. If it is a 
sligbt man, and a slight thing, you may; for * 
take nothing valuable from him.“ 

He said, I read. enen Dr. Blair's sermon on 


| Devotion, from the text © Cornelius, a devout man. 


His doctrine j is the best limited, the best expressed: 


there is the most warmth without fanaticism, the 


most rational transport. There is one part of it 
which I disapprove, and I'd have him correct it; 
which-is, that he who does not feel joy in religion 
is far from the kingdom of Heaven !' There are many 
good men whose fear of Gon predominates over their 
love, It may discourage. It was rashly said. A 
noble Sermon it is indeed. I wish Blair would come 
oyer to the Church of England.“ - 

When Mr. Langton, returned o us, the «flow 


of talk” went on. An eminent authour being men- 
5 tioned ;—Jouxsox. « He is not a pleasant man. 


His conversation is neither instructive nor brilliant, 
He does not talk as if impelled by. any fullness of 


| knowledge or vixacity of imagination. His conver- 


sation is like that of any other sensible man. . He 
talks with no wish either to inform or to hear, but 


only because he thinks it does not become 


- - to sit in a company and say nothing,” 
Mr. Langton having repeated the anecdote. of 
Addison having distinguished between his powers in 
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conversation and in writing, by saying I have only 
nine-pence in my pocket; but I can draw for a thou- 
sand pounds; — JonxsoY © He had not that retort 
ready, Bir; he had prepared it before-hand.” Lax» 
rox: (turning to me.) A fine surmise. Set a 
thief to catch a thief.” 

Johnson called the Kaot-Tadians barbarians, Bos- 
WELL. Tou will except the Chinese, Sir?“ Jonx- 

sox. “ No, Sir,” Bosw LL. © Have they not arts? 


Jonxsov. They have pottery.” BoswzLL. © What 


do you say to the written characters of their lan- 
guage ?” Jonxsox. © Sir, they have not an alpha- 
bet. They have not been able to form what all 


other nations have formed.” Bos wxLL. There is 


more learning in their language than in any other, 
from the immense number of their characters.” 
Jonxsox. © It is only more difficult from its rude- 
ness ; as there is more labour in hewing dom u tre 
wich a stone than with an axe.” 

He said, © I have been reading Lord Kames's 
* Sketches of the History of Man.“ In treating of 
Severity of punishment, he mentions that of Madame 
Laponchin, in Russia, but he does not give it fairly; 
for I have looked at Chappe D. Auteroche, from whom 
he has taken it. He stops where it is said that the 
spectators thought her innocent, and leaves out what 
follows; that se nevertheless was guilty, Now this 
is being as culpable as one can conceiye, to misre- 
present fact in a book, and for what motive? It is 
like one of those lies which people tell, one cannot 
see Why. The woman's life was spared ; and no 


punishment was too great for the favourite of an 
Empress who had congpired to dethrone her mistress. 


BoswgLL. ** He was a A of the 


r oem tg jog et or hp . te eye ee ! 


„ + 


— — 


p- 376: edit. . who appeared at a masquerade, 


1. THE LIFE or ter bo; 
lady in her sufferings.” JonxsoN. . Nay, don't en- 


deavour to palliate this. Guilt is a principal feature 


in the picture. Kames is puzzled with a question that 


puzzled me when I was a very young man. Why is 


it that the interest of money is lower, when money is 
plentiful ; for five pounds has the same proportion of 
value to a hundred pounds when money is plentiful, 
as when it is scarce? A lady explained it to me. It 
is (aid she) because when money is plentiful there are 
so many more who have money to lend, that they 
bid down one another. Many have then a hundred 
pounds; and one says,. —Take mine rather than 
another's, and you shall have it at four per cent.“ 
BoswELL. Does Lord Kames decide the question?“ 
Jonwsox.' © T think he leaves it as he found it.” 


| Bosw8LL. This must have been an extraordinary 


tady who instructed you, Sir. May I ask who she 
was?” Jonxsov. * Molly Aston,“ Sir, the sister of 
those ladies with whom you dined at Lichfield —I 


9 be at e eee, BosWELL. „Then 


8 lay” adtaaion (of hl lady, nee 

she was a violent Whig. In answer to her high-flown 
speeches for Liberty, he addressed to her the following Epigram, of 
which I precame to offer a translation: 


eee 

« Ut naneam liber pulchra Maria vale,” 
| Adieu, Maria! since you'd have me free; 
Por, who bebolds thy charms a slave must be, 


A correspondent of © The Gentleman's Magazine,” who subscribes 
himself Sciolus, to whom I am indebted for several excellent re. 
marks, observes, « The turn of Dr, Johnson's lines to Miss Aston, 
whose Whig principles he had been combating, appears to me, to 
be taken from an ingenious epigram in the © Meuagiana, { Vol. III. 
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as dine by ourselves at the Mitre, to keep up the 
old custom, * the custom of the manor,” the custom 
of the mitre.” JonnsoN: © Sir, so it shall be.“ 
On Saturday, May 9, we fulfilled our purpose of - 
dining by ourselves at the Mitre, according to old 
custom. There was, on these occasions, a little cir- 
cumstance of kind attention to Mrs. Williams, which 
must not be omitted, Before coming out, and leay- 
ing her to dine alone, he gave her her choice of a 
chicken, a sweetbread, or any other little nice thing, 
which was carefully sent to her from the 2 
ready- drest. 
Our conversation to- day, I know not how, turned, 
(I think for»the only time at any length, during our 
long acquaintance,) upon the sensual intercourse be- 
tween the sexes, the delight of which he ascribed 
chiefly to imagination. © Were it not for imagina- 
tion, Sir, (said he,) a man would be as happy in the 
arms of a chambermaid as of a Duchess. But such 
is the adventitious charm of fancy, that we find men 
who have violated the best principles of society, and 
rained their fame and their fortune, that they might 
possess a woman of rank.“ It would not be proper 
to record the particulars of such a conversation in 
moments of unreserved frankness, when nobody was 
present on whom it could have any hurtful effect. 
* hat en when — treated, may 


1. lil es Femite, "SP the fierce contentioris of oe fillowen | 
Molinos and Jansenius concerning free-will ; | 
On s'etonne ici que Caliste 
Ait pris I'habit de Moliniste. 
Piuisque cette jeune beaute 
Ote a chacun sa liberte, ; 
| N'est ce pas une Jangeniste ?'* 
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surely employ the mind in as curious discussion, and 
as innocently as anatomy; provided that those who 
do treat it keep clear of inflammatory incentives. 
From grave to gay, from lively to severe,” — 
we were soon engaged in very different speculation; 
humbly and reverently considering and wondering 
at the universal mystery of all things, as our imper- 
ſect faculties can now judge of them. © There are 
(said he) innumerable questions to which the inqui- 
sitive mind can in this state receive no answer: 
Why do you and I exist? Why was this world 
ereated? Since it was to n, why was it not 
created sooner - 
On Sunday, May. 10, I supped with him at Mr. 
| Hoole's, with Sir Joshua Reynolds. I have neglected 
the memorial of this evening, so as to remember no 
more of it than two particulars; one, that he stre- 
nuously opposed an argument by Sir Joshua, that 
virtue was preferable to vice, considering this life 
only; and that a man would be virtuous were it 
only to preserve his character: and that he expressed 
much wonder at the curious formation of the bat, a 

mouse with wings; saying, that it was almost as 
strange a thing in physology, + as if Ge a——— 
dragon could be scen.” 

On Tuesday, May 12, 1 waited on the Earl of 
Marchmont, to know if his Lordship would favour 
Dr. Johnson with information concerning Pope, 
whose Life he was about to write, Johnson had not 
flattered himself with the hopes of receiving any 
civility from this nobleman ; for he said to me, when 
I mentioned Lord Marchmont' as one who could 
tell him a great deal about Pope,— Sir, he will 
tell ne nothing.” I had the honour of being known | 
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to his Lordship, and applied to him of myself, with- 
out being oommissioned by Johnson. His Lordship 
behaved in the most polite and obliging manner, 
promised to tell all he recollected about Pope, and 
was 80 very courteous as to gay, Tell Dr. Johuson 
J have a great respect for him, and am ready to shew 
it in any way I can. I am to be in the city er. 
row, and will call at his house as I return.” His 
Lordship however asked, Will he write the Lives 
of the Poets impartially ? He was' the first that 
brought Whig and Tory into a Dictionary. And 
what do you think of his definition of Excise? Do 
you know the history of his aversion to the word 
transpire ?” Then taking down the folio Dictionary, 
de $hewed it with this censure on its secondary 
sense: To escape from sccrecy to rg a sense 
lately innovated from France, without necessity.“ 
The truth was, Lord Bolingbroke, who left the 
Jacobites, first used it; therefore, it was to be con- 
demned. He should have shewn what word would 
do for it, if it was unnecessary. I afterwards put 
the question to Johnson: Why, Sir, (said he,) gen 
abroad.” BoswzLLI. That, Sir, is using two 
words.” Jonns0n. © Sir, there is no end of this. 
You may as well insist to have a word for old age.“ 
BoswerLi. ©« Well, Sir, Senectus. Jouxsox. © Nay, 
Sir, to insist always that there should be one word to 
express a thing in English, because there is one in 
another language, is to change the language“. 

I availed myself of this opportunity to hear from 
his Lordsbip many particalars both of Pope and 
Lord Bolingbroke, Which I Rave in writing. 

I proposed to Lord Marchmont that he ebould 
r6vise Johmson's Life of Pope: S0 (said his Loxd- 
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ship) you would put me in a dangerous situation. 
You know he nnn. 
seller.“ 
Hated with the success of my spontaneous exer- 
tion to procure material and respectable aid to 
Johnson for his very favourite work, The Lives of 
the Poets, I hastened down to Mr. Thrale's at 
Streatham, where he now was, that I might insure 
his being at home next day; and after dinner, when 
I thought he would receive the good news in the 
best humour, I announced it eagerly: I have been 
at work for you to-day, Sir. I have been with Lord 
Marchmont: He bade me tell you he has a great 
respect for you, and will call on you to-morrow at 
one o clock, and communicate all he knows about 
Pope.” —Here I paused, in full expectation that he 
would be pleased with this intelligence, would praise 
my active merit, and would be alert to embrace such 
an offer from a nobleman. But whether I had 
shewn an oyer-exultation, which provoked his spleen; 
or whether he was seized with a suspicion that I had 
obtruded him on Lord Marchmont, and humbled 
him too much ; or whether there was any thing more 
than an unlucky fit of ill-humour, I know not ; but, 
to my surprize, the result was,—Jounsov, * I shall 
not be in town to-morrow. I don't care to know 
about Pope.” Ms. TazaLs : (surprized as I was, 
and a little, angry.) I suppose, Sir, Mr. Boswell 
thought, that as you are to write Pope's Life, you 
would wish to know about him.“ Jonxsox. © Wish! 
. why yes. If it rained knowledge I'd hold out my 
hand; but I would not give myself the trouble to 
go in quest of it.” There was no arguing with him 
at the moment. Some time afterwards he said, 


on. — wat. han 9 * wakes. ali 
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Lord Marchmont will call on me, and then 1 
shall call on Lord Marchmont.” Mr. Thrale was 

uneasy at his unaccountable caprice ; und told me; 
that if I did not take care to bring about a meeting 
between Lord Marchmont and him, it would nober 
take place, which would be a great pity. I sent a 


card to his Lordship, to be left at Johnson's house, 


acquainting him, that Dr. Johnson could not be in 
town next day, but would do himself the hotiour of 
waiting on him at another time.—I give this account 
fairly, as a specimen of that unhappy temper with 
which this great and good man had occasionally to 
struggle, from something morbid in his constitution. 
Let the most censorious of my readers suppose him- 
self to have a violent fit of the tooth- ach, or to have 
received a severe stroke on the shin · bone, and when 
in such a state to be asked a question; and if he 
has any candour, he will not be surprized at the 
answers which Johnson sometimes gave in moments 
of irritation, which, let me assure them, is exquisitely 
painful. But it must not be erroneously supposed 
that he was, in the smallest degree, careless concern- 
ing any work which he undertook, or that he was 
generally thus peevish. It will be seen, that in the 
following year he had a very agreeable interview 
with Lord Marchmont, at his Lordship's house ; and 
this very afternoon he e F e , r- and 
fell into conversation as usual. 

I mentioned a reflection having been thrown out 
against four Peers for having presumed to rise in op- 
position to the opinion of the twelve Judges, in a 
cause in the House of Lords, as if that were inde- 
cent. Joansox. * Sir, there is no ground for cen- 
sure. The Peers are Judges themselves: . 
VOL. 11. BB 
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posing them really to be of a different opinion, they 
might from duty be in opposition to the Judges, who 
were there only to be consulted.” _ 

In this observation I fully concurred with ; og ; 
* unquestionably, all the Peers are vested with the 
higbest judicial powers; and when they are confident 
that they understand a cause, are not obliged, nay 
ought not to acquiesce in the opinion of the ordinary 

Law Judges, or even in that of those who from their 
studies and experience are called the Law Lords. 
I consider the Peers in general as I do a Jury, who 
ought to listen with respectful attention to the sages 
of the law; but, if after hearing them, they have a 
firm opinion of their own, are bound, as honest 
men, to decide accordingly. Nor is it so difficult 
ſor them to understand even law questions, as is ge- 
nerally thought; provided they will bestow suffi- 
cient. attention upon them. Tbis observation was 
made by my honoured. relation the late Lord Cath- 
cart, who had spent his life in camps and courts ; 
yet assured me, that he could form a clear opinion 
d upon most of the causes that came before the House 
0 Tarn? as oy? were 50. yell enucleated in the 
| " Mrs, Thrale told as, \ that j a curious abend of 
our acquaintance had discovered a licentious stanza, 
which Pope had originally in his Universal Buren 
beſore the stanz, 
. * What conscience un to bo dave, 
f $1 n e ee 
It was this: wh: ; 
Can sins of e claim * 
Of eyerlasting fire? 
« And that offend great Nature's Gov, 
Which Nature's self inspires?“ 
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and that Dr. Johnson observed, © it had been bor- 
| rowed from Guarini ?” There are, indeed, in Pastor 
Fido, many such flimsy superficial reasonings, as that 
in the last two lines of this stanza. | 
BoswsLL. In that stanza of Pope's, © rod of 
fires,” is certainly a bad: metaphor.” Ms. TarALE. 
« And * sins of moment is a faulty expression; for 
its true import is momentous, which cannot be in- 
tended.” Jonxson, © It must have been written 
„of moments.” Of moment, is momentous ; of moments, 
momentary. I warrant you, however, Pope wrote 
this stanza, and some friend struck it out. Boileau 
_ wrote some such thing, and Arnaud struck it out, 
saying, Vous gagnerez deux ou trois impies, et per- 
. drez je ne scais combien des honnettes gens.” These 
fellows want to say a daring thing, and don't know 
how to go about it. Mere poets know no more of 
fundamental principles than—.” Here he was in- 
terrupted somehow. Mrs. Thrale mentioned Dry- 
den. Jonxson. He puzzled himself about pre- 
destination.ä— How foolish was it in Pope to give all 
his friendship to Lords, who thought they honoured 
him by being with him ; and to choose such Lords 
as Burlington, and Cobham, and Bolingbroke > Ba- 
thurst was negative, a pleasing man; and I have 
heard no ill of Marchmont ; and then always saying, 
I do not value you for being a Lord; which was a 
sure proof that he did. I never say, I do not value 
Boswell more for being born to an estate, because I 
do not care.” Bosw ELI. Nor for being a Scotch- 
man?“ Ae “ Nay, Sir, I do value you more 
for being a Scotchman. You are a Scotchman with- 
out the D Scotchmen. Lou would not have 
6:7 12A'FY | 
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been 50 vahadle as you are, bad you not been a 
Der bat ve 

Talking of divorces, I asked if Othello's doctrine 
was not . 


: | He chat is 0b d, not wanting what is stolen, 
"IM him not know't, and he's not robb'd at all.” 


Dr. Johnson and Mrs. Thrale: joined against this. 
Jounsox. “Ask any man if he'd wish not to know 
of such an injury.” Boswzrz. Would you tell 
your friend to make him unhappy 7?” Jonxsox. 
« Perhaps, Sir, I should not; but that would be 
from prudence on my own account. A man would 
tell his father.” BoswzLr. © Yes; because he would 
not have spurious children to get any share of the 
family inheritance.” Mus. TnnALR. Or be would 
tell bis brother.” -| Boswsur. © Certainly his elder 
brother. Jounsox. „Lou would tell your friend 
of a woman's infamy, to prevent his marrying a 
whore: there is the same reason to. tell him of his 
wife's infidelity, when he is married, to prevent the 
consequences of imposition. It is a breach of con- 
fidence not to tell a friend.“ Boswzrs. © Would 
you tell Mr. * (naming a gentleman who 
assuredly was not in the least danger of such a mi- 
serable disgrace, though married to a fine woman.) 
Jounsox. “ No, Sir; because it would do no good : 
he is so sluggish, he'd- never go. to rp een 
get through a divorce. 

- He said of bas four B “ Hein bing 
1 without pleasure. A mau who loses at play, 
or who runs out his fortune at court, makes his 
estate less, in hopes of making it bigger: (I am sure 
of this word, which was often used by him :) but it 
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is a sad thing to pass through the quagmire of pars 
simony, to the gulph of ruin, Xo pan Cr 
flowery path of extravagance is very well.” 7; 8 
Amongst the numerous prints pasted on the walls 
of the dining room at Streatham, was Hogarth's 
Modern Midnight Conversation.“ I asked him 
what he knew of Parson Ford, who makes a con- 
spicuous figure in the riotous groupe. Jonxsom. 
* Sir, he was my acquaintance and relation, my 
mother's nephew, He had purchased a living in the 
country; but not simoniacally. I never saw him but 
in the country. I have been told he was a'man of 
great parts; very profligate, but I never heard he 
was impious.” Bos w LL. Was there not a story 
of his ghost having appeared ?” Jonxsomt. “ Sir, it 
was believed. A waiter at the Hummums, in which 
house Ford died, had been absent for some time, and 
returned, not knowing that Ford was dead. Going 
down to the cellar, according to the story, he met 
him; going dawn again he met him a second dime. 
When he came up, he asked some of the people of 
the house what Ford could be doing there, They 
told him Ford was dead. The waiter took a fever, 
in which he lay for some time. When he recovered, 
he said he had a message to deliver to some women 


from Ford; bnt he was not to tell what, or to whom, 


He walked out; he was followed; but somewhere 
about St. Paul's they lost him. He came back, and 
said he had delivered the message, and the women 
exclaimed, * Then we are all undone !' Dr. Pellet, 
who was nat a credulons man, inquired into the 
truth of this story, and he said, the evidenee was 
irresistible. My wife went to the Hummus ; (it is 


D 1 


— —— — 
5 att 


374 THE LITE OF [Erar. 69. 
believe she went with intention to hear about this 
story of Ford. At first they were unwilling to tell 
her; but, after they had talked to her, she came 
away satisfied that it was true. To be sure, the 
man had a fever ; and this vision may have been the 
beginning of it. But if the message to the women, 
and their behaviour upon it were true as related, 
there was something supernatural. That rests open 
his word; and there it remains. 

Aſter Mrs. Thrale was gone to bed, Johnson and 
I-sat-up late. We resumed Sir Joshua Reynolds's 
argument on the preceding Sunday, that a man 

would be virtuous though he had no other motive 
than to preserve his character. Jonxsov. “ Sir, it 
is not true: for as to this world vice does not hurt a 
man's character.“ BoswRL LI. Yes, Sir, debauch- 
ing a friend's wiſe will.” Jonxson. “ No, Sir. 
Who thinks the worse of for it? Bos wELL. 
* Lord ——— was not his friend.“ Jonxsox. 
That is only a circumstance, Sir; a slight distinc- 
tion. He could not get into the house but by Lord 
. A man is chosen Knight of the 8hire, not 
the less for having debauched ladies.“ BoswELL. 
«. What, Sir, if he debauched the ladies of gentle- 


| men in the cqunty, will not there be a general re- 


sentment against him?“ Jounsox. © No, Sir. He 
will lose those particular gentlemen; bat the rest 
will not trouble their heads about it.” (warmly.) 
BoswsBL.: © Well, Sir, I cannot think so.“ Joun- 
so. “ Nay, Sir, there is no talking with a man who 
will dispute what every body knows, (angrily.) 
Don't you know this?“ BoswELT. “No, Sir; and 


I wish to think better of your country than you re- 


* it, 1 knew in * A W obliged 
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to leave it for debauching a lady; ard in one of our 
counties an Earl's brother lost his election, because 
he had debauched the lady of another Earl in that 
N and destroyed the peace of a noble family. 

Still he would not yield. He proceeded : * Will 
you not allow, Sir, that vice does not hurt a man's 
character so as to obstruct his prosperity in life, when 
you know that was loaded with wealth 
and honours; a man who had acquired his fortune 
by such crimes, that his consciousness of them im- 
pelled him to cut his own throat.” BoswzELL. 
* Yon will recollect, Sir, that Dr. Robertson said, 
he cut his throat because he was weary of still life; 
little things not being sufficient to move bis great 
mind.“ Jonnsox, (very angry.) © Nay, Sir, what 
Stuff is this? You had no more this opinion after 
Robertson said it, than before. I know nothing 
more offensive than repeating what one knows to be 
foolish' things, by way of continuing a dispute, to 
see what a man will answer, —to make bim your 
butt!“ (angrier still.) Bosw zl. My dear Sir, I 

had no such intentions as you seem to suspect; I 
had not indeed; Might not this nobleman have felt 
every thing © weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable,” as 
Hamlet says!“ Jonxsox. © Nay, if you are to 
bring in gabble, I'll talk no more. I will not, upon 
my | honour. b readers will decide * this 
dispute. 

Next morning I nw to Mrs. Thrale at. bins 
fast, before he came down, the dispute of last night 
as to the influence of character upon success in life. 
She said he was certainly wrong: and told me, that 
4 Baronet lost an election in Wales, because he had 
debauched the sister of a gentleman in the county, 
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whom he made one of his daughters invite as ber 

companion at bis seat in the country, when his lady 

and his other children were in London. But sbe 

would not encounter Johnson upon the subject. 

I staid all this day with bim at Streatham. He 

talked a great deal, in very good humour. 
Looking at Messrs. Dilly's splendid edition of 


Lord Chesterſield's miseellaneous works, he laughed, 


and said, Here now are two speeches ascribed to 

him, both of which were written by me ; and the 

best of it is, they have found out that one is like 

Demogthenes, and the other like Cicero.” 

| He censured Lord Kames's © Sketches of the 
History of Man,” for misrepresenting Clarendon's 


account of the appearance of Sir George Villiers's 
ghost, as if Clarendon were weakly credulous ; when 


the truth is, that Clarendon only says, that the story 


was upon a better foundation of credit, than usually 


such discourses are founded upon; nay, speaks thus 


of the person wha was reported to have seen the 


vision, ** the poor man, if he had been at all waling; 


which Lord Kames bas omitted. He added, in 


this book it is maintained that virtue is natural to 


man, and that if we would but consult our own 


hearts we should be virtuous. Now after consulting 


our own hearts all we can, and with all the helps we 


have, we find how few of us are virtuous. This is 


Saying a thing which all mankind know not to be. 
true,” BoswELL. Is not modesty natural??? 
Jonxson. © I cannot say, Sir, as we find no people 
quite in a state of nature; but I think the more 


they are taught, the more modest they are. The 
EFreoch are a gross, ill- bred, untaught people; a lady 


there will spit on the floor and rub it with her ſoot. 
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What I gained by being in France was, learning tio 


be better satisfied with my own country. Time may 


be employed to more advantage from nineteen to 


twenty-four almost in any way than in travelling; 
when you set travelling against mere negation, against 
doing nothing, it is better to be sure; but how much 
more would a young man improve were he to study 
during those years. Indeed, if a young man is wild, 
and must run after women and bad company, it is 
better this should be done abroad, as, on his return, 


_ he can break off such connections, and begin at 
home a new man, with a character to form, and ac- ' 
quaintances to make. How little does travelling 
supply to the conversation of any man who bas 


travelled ; how little to Beauclerk? BoW] IL. 
“ What say you to Lord :?“ Jonxsox. „1 
never but once heard him talk of what he had seen, 
and that was of a large serpent in one of the Pyra- 
mids of Egypt.“ BoswxlL. “ Well, I happened to 
hear him tell the same thing, which made me men- 
tion him.” 

I talked of a cpuntsy ene «© Were I 


to live in the country, I would not devote myself to 


the acquisition of popularity ; I would live in a much 
better way, much more happily ; I would have my 
time at my own command.“ BoswELL. © But, Sir, 
is it not a gad thing to be at a distance ſrom all our 
literary friends? Jonxsov. © Sir, you will by and 
by have enough of this conversation, which now de- 
lights you so much.” 

As he was a zealous friend of subordination, he 
was at all times watchſul to repress the vulgar cant 


against the manners of the great ; © High people, 


Fir, (wid be,) are the best; take a hundred ladies of 
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quality, you'll find-them better wives, better mothers, 
more willing to 8acrifice their own pleasure to their 
children, than a hundred other women. Tradeswomen 
mean the wives of tradesmen) in the city, who are 
worth from ten to fifteen thousand pounds, are the 
worst creatures upon the earth, grossly ignorant, and 
thinking viciousness fashionable. Farmers, I think, 
are often worthless fellows; Few lords will cheat; 
and, if they do, they'll be ashamed of it: farmers 
cheat and are not ashamed of it: they have all the 
sensual vices too of the nobility, with cheating into 
the bargain, There is as much fornication and 
adultery amongst farmers as amongst noblemen.” 
BoswELL. “ The notion of the world, Sir, however, 
is, that the morals of women of quality are worse 
than those in lower stations. Jonxson. * Yes, Sir, 
the licentiousness of one woman of quality makes 
more noise than that of a number of women in lower 
stations; then, Sir, you are to consider the malignity 
of women in the city against women of quality, which 
will make them believe any thing of them, such as 
that they call their coachmen to bed. No, Sir, s0 
far as I have observed, the higher in rank, the richer 
ladies are, ey ene Boy Ds fn ans the 
more virtuous.” 
This year the Reverend Mr. Horne puhliabed his 
« Letter to Mr. Dunning, on the English Particle;“ 
Johnson read it, and though not treated in it with 
sufficient respect, he had candour enough to say to 
Mr. Seward, Were I to make a new edition of 
my een I would adopt wo of Mr, vr 


„ In Mr. Hlorde Tooke's TEN of that & Lotics," which 
A be has dine publiched with the tidle of © Ex gifs; or, the 
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etymologies; T hope they did not put the dog in 
the pillory for his libel ; he has too much literature 
for that.” 


On Saturday, May 16, I dined with him at Mr. 
Beauelerk's with Mr. Langton, Mr. Steevens, Dr. 
Higgins, and some others. I regret very feelingly 
every instance of my remissness in recording his me- 
morabilia ; I am afraid it is the condition of humanity 
(as Mr. Windham, of Norfolk, once observed to me, 
after having made an admirable speech in the House 
of Commons, which was highly applauded, but which 
tie afterwards perceived might have been better :) 
5 that we are more uneasy from thinking of our wants, 
than happy in thinking of our acquisitions.” This is 
vn unreasonable mode of disturbing our tranquillity, 
and should be corrected ; let me then comfort my- 
self with the large treasure of Johnson's conversation 
which I have preserved for my own enjoyment and 
that of the world, and, let me exhibit what T haye 
upon each occasion, whether more or less, whether a 
bulse, or only a few sparks of a diamond. 

He said, Dr. Mead lived more in the broad 8 sun- 
shine of life than almost any man. 

The disaster of General Burgoyne's army was then 
the common topic of conversation. It was asked 
why piling their arms was insisted upon as a matter of 
such consequence, when it seemed to be a circum- 
stance so inconsiderable in itself. JonxNSsoN. Why, 
Sir, a French authour says, II y @ beaucoup de 
puerilitts dans la ee All ne are trifles, 


Diversions of ina. he mentions this compliment, as if Dr. 
Johnson instead of several of his etymologies had said 41. His 


recollection having thus magnified it, shewi how ambitious he was 


of the — * great à man. 
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because great things can seldom occur, and those 
distinctions are settled by custom. A savage would 
as willingly have his meat sent to him in the kitchen, 
as eat it at the table here; as men become oivilized 
various modes of denoting bonourable preference are 
invented.“ 

He this day made the cbeeryations upon the simi- 
larity between“ Rasselas and © Candide,” which I 
have inserted in its proper place, when considering 
his admirable philosophical Romance. He said 
Candide” he thought had more power in it than 
any thing that Folaire had written, 

He said, The lyrical part of Horace never can 
be perfectly translated; so much of the excellence is 
in the numbers and the expression. Francis has done 
it the best; FR take bis, five out of ux, 2 them 
all. * 

On Sunday, May 17, I presented to him Mr, 
F ullarton, of Fullarton, who has since distinguished 
himself sa much in India, to whom he naturally 
talked of travels, as Mr, Brydone accompanied bim in 
his tour to Sicily and Malta. He said, The infor- 
mation which we have from modern travellers is 
much more authentick than, what we bad from an- 
cient trayellers ; ancient travellers guessed; modern 
travellers measure. 'The Swiss admit that there is 
but one errour in Stanyan. If Brydone were more 
attentive to his Bible, he would be a good traveller.” | 

He said, Lord Chatham was a Dictator ; he 
possessed the power of putting the State, in motion ; 
no there is no power, all order is relaxed.” Bos- 
WELL. Is there no hope of a change to the better?” 
Jonxsow. Why, ves, Sir, when we are weary of 
this relaxation. * bay * of London will — 
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its Mayors again by seniority.” BoswELL. © Bat is 
not that taking a mere chance for having a good or a 
bad Mayor * Jonnsox. © Yes, Sir; but the evil of 
competition is greater than that of the worst Mayor 
that can come; besides, there is no more reason to 
suppose that the choice of a rabble will be right, than 
that chance will be right.” 
On Tuesday, May 19, I was to set out for Scotland 
in the evening. He was engaged to dine with me at 
Mr. Dilly's, I waited upon him to remind him of his 
appointment and attend him thither ; he gave me 
some salutary counsel, and recommended vigorous 
resolution against any deviation from moral duty. 
BoswELt.. * But you would not have me to bind 
myself by a solemn obligation?“ Jonxsox. (much 
agitated) “ What! a vow—O, no, Sir, a vow is a 
Horrible thing, it is a snare for sin. The man who 
cannot go to Heaven without a vow—may go—” 
Here, standing erect, in the middle of his library, and 
rolling grand, his pause was truly a curious compound 
of the solemn and the ludicrous ; he half-whistled in 
his usual way, when pleasant, and he paused, as if 
checked by religious awe.Methought he would 
have added—to Hell—but was restrained. I hu- 
moured the dilemma. What! Sir, (said I,) © 
calum jusseris 1hit? alluding to his imitation, of it, 
* And bid him go to Hell, to Hell be goes.” 
I had mentioned to him a slight fault in his noble 
„Imitation of the Tenth Satire of Juvenal, a too 
near recurrence of the verb spread, in his description 
ol the young Enthusiast at College: 


( Fhrough all his veins the fever of renown, 2 als 
* Spreads from the strong contagion af the gowns 


| 
| 
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* Ofer Bodley's dome his future labours Spread, 
0 And Bacon's mansion trembles o er his head. 8 


Ile had desired me to change spreads to burns, but 


| for perfect authenticity, I now had it done with his 


own hand. I thought this alteration not only cured. 
the fault, but was more poetical, as it might carry an 


allusion to the shirt by which Hercules was inflamed. 


We had a quiet comfortable meeting at Mr. Dil- 
ly's.; nobody there but ourselves. Mr. Dilly men- 


| tioned somebody having wished that Milton's « Trac- 


tate on Education” sbould be printed along with 
his Poems in the edition of the English Poets then 


going on. Jonxsox. It would be breaking in 


upon the plan; but would be of no great conse- 


. quence. _ So far as it would be any thing, it would 
be wrong. Education in England has been in dan- 
ger of being hurt by two of its greatest men, Milton 


and Locke. Miltoa's plan is impracticable, and I 
suppose has never been tried. Locke's, I fancy, has 


| been tried often enough, but is very imperfect ; it 
£ gives too much to one side, and too little to the other; 


it gives too little 10 literature —I shall do what I can 
for, Dr. Watts; but my materials are very scanty. 
His poems are by no means his best works; I cannot 
praise his poetry itself highly; but I. can pruise its 
devign.” 

My illustrious friend and 1 penal with assurances 


ol affectionate regard. 


I vrote to him on the 25th of May, Fed Thorpe 


| N af. che araw of Mer, Boorille, and 


1 „ is deposited 
by me in the noble library to which it relates, and\to which I have 
prevented other pieces of his hand- writing. 

3. 


4. 9. 1978] Dz JOHNSON. 
gave him an account of my having passed a day at 


Lincoln, unexpectedly, and therefore without having 
any letters of introduction, but that I had been ho- 


noured with civilities from the Reverend Mr. Simp- 
son, an acquaintance of his, and Captain Broadley, of 


the Lincolnshire Militia ; but more particularly from 
the Reverend Dr. Gordon, the Chancellor, who first 


received me with great politeness as a stranger, and | 


when I informed him who I was, entertained mg. at 
his house with the most flattering attention; I als 


expressed the pleasure with which I had found that 
our worthy friend Langton was highly — in 


his own county town. 


| « x0 DB. 1 SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

© MY DEAR/SIR, 
_ rn er er ere | 

L M 1 my return to Scotland, I have, been 
again at Lanark, and have had more conversation 
with Thomson's sister. It is strange that Murdoch, 
who was his intimate friend, should have mistaken his 
mother's maiden name, which he says was Hume, 
whereas Hume was the name of his grandmother-by 


the mother's side. His mother's name was Beatrix | 


Trotter,* a daughter of Mr. Trotter, of Fogo, a small 


_ proprietor. of land. Thomson had one brother, 


whom he had with him in England as his amanuen- 
sis; but he was seized with a consumption, and ha- 
ving returned OT to try WII native air 


1 r to minute accuracy in 


his « Lives of the Poets; for notwithstanding my having detected 
this mistake, he has continued it, 


5 1 — * 1 ae —— 
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_ would do for him, died young. He had three sisters. 
one married to Mr. Bell, minister of the parish of 
- Strathaven; one to Mr. Craig, father of the ingeni- 


dus architect, who gave the plan of the New Town 


of Edinburgh ; and one to Mr. Thomson, master of 
the grammar-school at Lanark. He was of a humane 
and benevolent disposition; not only sent valuable 
presents to his sisters, but a yearly allowance in mo- 
ney, and was always wishing to have it in his power 
to do them more good. Lord Lyttelton's observa- 
tion, that © he loathed much to write, was very true. 
His letters to his sister, Mrs. Thomson, were not fre- 
quent, and in one of them he says, All my friends 
who know me, know how backward I am to write 
letters ; and never impute the neghgence of my hand 
to the coldaess of my heart.” I send you a copy of 
the last letter which she had from him; she never 
heard that he had any intention of going into holy 
orders. From this late interview with his sister, I 
think much more ſavourably of him, as Inope you 
will. I am eager to see more of your Prefaces to the 
dan e e with a en proofutcens 
which I have. 

. 
which you will please to return to me as soon as you 


conveniently can. He says, he wishes you would 
cut a little deeper; but he may be proud that there 
1s 50 Fetle oceatioft to uss the ENF TOR 
am, my dear Sir, 
| « Your faithful and «flvetionate,”/ 
humble servant, | 
AR e 
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Mr. Langton has been pleased, at my request, to 
favour me with some particulars of Dr. Johnson's 
visit to Warley-camp, where this gentleman was at 
the time stationed as a Captain in the Lincolnshire 
militia. Ishall give them in his own words in a let- 
ter to me. 

It was in the summer of the year 1778, that he 
complied with my invitation to come down to the 
Camp at Warley, and he staid with me about a 


| | week; the scene appeared, notwithstanding a great 


degree of ill health that he seemed to labour under, 
to interest and amuse him, as agreeing with the dis- 
position that I believe you know he constantly mani- 
fested towards enquiring into subjects of the military - 
kind. He sate, with a patient degree of attention, 
to observe the proceedings of a regimental court- 
martial, that happened to. be called, in the time of 
his stay with us; and one night, as late as at eleven 
o'clock, he accompanied the Major of the regiment 
in going what are styled the Rownds, where he might 
observe the forms of visiting the guards, for the see- 
ing that they and their sentries are ready in their 
duty on their several posts. He took occasion to 
converse at times on military topicks, one in particu- 
lar, that I see the mention of, in your, © Journal of a 
Tour to the Hebrides,” which lies open before me,“ 
as to gun- powder; which he spoke of to the same 
effect, in part, that you relate. 

On one occasion, when the regiment were going 
through their exercise, - he went quite close to the 
men-at one of the extremities of it, and watched all 


3 Third Edition, p. 111. 
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their practices attentively ; and, when he came away, 
his remark was, The men indeed do load their mus- 
quets and fire with wonderful celerity.“ He was 
| likewise particular in requiring to know what was the 
weight of the musquet balls in use, and within what 
distance they __ be expected to take effect when 
fired off. 

In walking among the tant; and observing the 
difference between those of the officers and pri- 
vate men, he said that the superiority of accommoda- 
tion of the better conditions of life, to that of the in- 
feriour ones, was never exhibited to him in so distinct 
a view. The civilities paid to him in the camp were, 
from the gentlemen of the Lincolnshire regiment, 
one of the officers of which accommodated him with 
a tent in which he slept; and from General Hall, 
who very courteously invited him to dine with him, 
where he appeared to be very well pleased with his 
entertainment, and the civilities he received on the 
paxt of the General ;+ the attention likewise of the 
General's aid-de-camp, Captain Smith, seemed to be 
very welcome to him, as appeared by their engaging 
in a great dealof discourse together. The gentlemen of 
the East York regiment like wise on being informed 
of his coming, solicited his company at dinner, but bß 
that time he bad fixed his departure, so that he 
could not comply ”_= the invitation.” | 


| 4 When L one day eee eee ee Hall my sense 
of che Honour he had done my _ politely answered, “ Sir, 
* 1 | 
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* TO JAMES BOSWELL, £3Q, 


* 8IR, , 

«© I nave received two letters from you, of 
which the second complains of the neglect shown to 
the first. Lou must not tye your friends to such 
punctual correspondence. You have all possible 
assurances of my affection and esteem ; and there 
ought to be no need of reiterated professions. When 
it may happen that I can give you either eounsel or 
comfort, I hope it will never happen to me that x 
should neglect you; but you must not think me 
criminal or cold if I say nothing when J have nothing 
to say. 

“Jou are now happy enough. Mrs, Boswell i 
recovered; and I congratulate you upon the pt 
bility of her long life. If general approbation wi 
add any thing to your enjoyment, I can tell you that 
I have heard you mentioned as & man whom every 
body likes. I think life has little more to give. 

* has gone to his regiment. He has laid 
down his coach, and talks of making more contrac- 
tions of his expence : how he will sueceed I know 
not. It is difficult to reform a household gradually; 
it may be better done by a system totally new. I 
am afraid he has always something to hide. When 
we pressed him to go ro —— he objected the ne- 
cessity of attending his navigation; yet he could 
talk of going to Aberdeen, a place not much nearer 
his navigation. I believe he cannot bear the thought 
of living at in a state of diminution ; and of 
appearing among the gentlemen of the r 

60 
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hood shorn of his beams. This is natural, but it is 
cowardly. What I told him of the encreasing ex- 


pence of a growing family seems to have struck him. 
He certainly had gone on with very confused views, 


and we have, I think, shown him that he is wrong; 


 *hough, with the common deficience of advisers, we 
have not shown him how to do right, 

- « wish you would a little correct or restrain your 
imagination, and imagine that happiness, such as life 
admits, may be had at other places as well as London, 
Without asserting Stoicism, it may be said, that it is 
our business to exempt ourselves as much as we can 
from the power of external things. There is but one 
solid basis of happiness; and that is, the reasonable 
hope of a happy futurity. This may be had 1 
where. 

« do not blame your preference of Londen to 
other places, for it is really to be preferred, if the 
choice is free ; but few have the choice of their 
place, or their manner of life; and mere pleasure 
ought not to be the prime motive of action. 
Mrs. Thrale, poor thing, has a daughter. Mr. 
'Thrale dislikes the times, like the rest of us. Mrs. 
- Wilkams is sick; Mrs. Desmoulins is poor. I have 


miserable nights. Nobody is well but Mr. Levett. | 


I am, dear Sir, 


* Your most, &c. 
« London, Jay 3» 3778s. 84A. Jonxsox.“ 


* as course of this year there was a difference 


Ee him and his friend Mr. Strahan; the parti- 


culars of which it is unnecessary to relate. Their 
reconciliation was communicated to me in a letter 


from Mr. Strahan, in the ſollowing words: 


** 45 SAR „ 
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The notes I shewed you that past between him 
and me were dated in March last. The matter 
lay dormant till July 27, when he wrote to me as 
follows: 


© TO WILLIAM STRAHAN, Esa. * 


© SIR, 

.* Ir would be very foolish for us to continue 
strangers any longer. You can never by per- 
sistency make wrong right, If I resented too 
acrimoniously, I resented only to yourself. No- 
body ever saw or heard what I wrote, You saw 
that my anger was over, for in a day or two I came 
to your house. I have given you longer time; - 
and I hope you have made 80 good use of it, as to 
be no longer on evil terms with, Sir, 5 

© Your, &c. 
. © SAM, JOHNSON.” 


On this I called upon him; and he has since n 
with me.“ 8 


ol 
0 


Aſter this time, the same e friendship as / 
continued between Dr. Jobnson and Mr. Strahan. 
My friend mentioned to me a little cireumstance of 
his attention, which, though we may smile at it, 

must be allowed to have its foundation in a nice and 
true knowledge of human life. When I write to 
Scotland, (said he,) I employ Strahan to frank my 
letters, that he may have the consequence of appeare 
ing a Parliament-man among his countrymen,” | 
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* TO CAPTAIN LANGTON,* WARLEY-CAMP. 


„ DEAR SIR, 

Fo” „War I recollect how long ago I was re- 
__ "ceived with so rwuch kindness at Warley Common, 
Jam ashamed tha I have not made some enquiries 

after my friends. 

« Pray how many sheep-stealers aid y you convict ? 
and how did you punish them? When are you to be 
cantoned in better habitations ? The air grows cold, 
and the ground damp. Longer stay in the camp 
cannot be without much danger to the health of the 
common men, if even the officers can escape. 

Tou see that Dr. Percy is now Dean of Car- 
tisle ; about five hundred a year, with a power of 
presenting himself to some good living. He is pro- 
vided for. 

« 'The session of f the Crus is to commence with 

1 that of the parliament. Mr. Banks desires to be 

2 admitted; he will be a very honourable accession. 

[ Did the King please you? The Coxheath men, 

| I think, have some reason to complain: Reynolds 

| says your camp is better than theirs, _ | 

1 I hope you find yourself able to encounter this 

| weather. Take care of your own health; and, as 
you can of your men. = pleased t to make my com- 


$ menen cite dis worthy did Feeder Lang: 
ton, Exq. by his title as Captain ef the Lincolnshire militia, in 
which he has since been most deserredly raised to the rank of 
Major. | 
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pliments to all the gentlemen whose notice I have 


| ao; and whose kindnessT have experienced. 


* I am, dear Sir, 
| * Your most humble servant, 
L October 31, 1778. « Sam, Jouxsox.“ 
I wrote to him on the 18th of August, the 18th of 
September, and the 6th: of November; informing 
him of my having had another son born, whom I 
had called James ; that I had passed some time at 
Auchinleck ; that the Countess of Loudoun, now in 
her ninety-ninth year, was as fresh as when he 8a 
her, and remembered him with respect ; and that 
his mother by adoption, the Countess of Egiintoune, 
had said to me, Tell Mr. Johnson I love him ex- 
ccedingly ;” ; that I had again suffered much from 
bad spirits; and that as it was very long since I 
heard from him, I was not a little uncasy. 
The continuance of his regard for his friend Dr. 
Burney, appears from the following letters: 


„ TO THE REVEREND DR, WHEELER, OXFORD. 


Ie. DEAR SIR, 
«Dx. Bunx Ev, who brings this er is en- 


gaged in a History of Musick; and having been 


told by Dr. Markham of some MSS. relating to his 
subject, which are in the library of your College, is 
desirous to examine them. He is my friend z and 


therefore I take the liberty of intreating your favour 
and assistance in his enquiry : and can assure you, 
with great confidence, that if you knew him he would 
not want any interyenient solicitation to obtain the 


i" & 
— — * g 


3 —  oe_—_ $5 en — — oy - 2 


ou THE LIFE OF = [Arar.6g, 


1 
„ TO CAPTAIN LANGTON,* WARLE Y-CAMP. 


* DEAR sin, 

Wx I recollect how long ago I was re- 
"ceived with so much kindness at Warley Common, 
Jam ashamed thai I have not made some * 
after my friends. 

Pray how many sheep-stealers aid y you convict ? 
and how did you punish them? When are you to be 
cantoned in better habitations ? The air grows cold, 
and the ground damp. Longer stay in the camp 
cannot be without much danger to the health of the 
common men, if even the officers can escape. 
„Jou «ce that Dr. Percy is now Dean of Car- 
tisle ; about five hundred a year, with a power of 
presenting himself to some good a He is pro- 
vided for. 

The session of FE Crus is to commence with 
that of the parliament. Mr. Banks desires to be 
admitted; he will be a very honourable accession. 
Did the King please you? The Coxheath men, 
I think, have some reason to complain: Reynolds 
says your camp is better than theirs, _ | 

I hope you find yourself able to encounter this 


weather. Take care of your own. health ; and, as 
| you can of your men. Be pleased to make my com- 


n hoy ee Me winke de l 
ton, Esq. by his title as Captain ef the Lincolnshire militia, in 
which he has since been most deservedly raiscd to the rank of 
Major. 
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pliments to all the gentlemen whose notice I have 


had, ao whose kindnessT have experienced. 


« I am, dear Sir, 
| * Your most humble servant, 
October 3, 1778. « SAM. Jouxsox.“ 
I wrote to him on the 18th of August, the 18th of 
September, and the 6th of November; informing 
him of my having had another son born,” whom I 
had called James; that I had passed some time at 
Auchinleck ; that the Countess of Loudoun, now in 
her ninety-ninth year, was as fresh as when he saw 
her, and remembered him with respect ; and that 
his mother by adoption, the Countess of Egiintoune, 
had said to me, Tell Mr. Johnson I love him ex- 
ccedingly ;” that I had again suffered much from 
bad spirits; and that as it was very long since I 
heard from him, I was not a little uncasy. 
The continuance of his regard for his friend Dr. 
Burney, appears from the n letters: 


„ To: THE REVEREND DR, WHEELER, OXFORD, 


he, DEAR 518, 
«Dx, Bunxegy, who brings this — is en- 


gaged in a History of Musick; and having been 


told by Dr. Markham of some MSS. relating to his 
subject, which are in the library of your College, is 
desirous to examine them. He is my friend; and 


therefore I take the liberty of intreating your favour 


and assistance in his enquiry : and can assure you, 
with great confidence, that if you knew him he would 


not want any intervenient solieitation to obtain the 


| 
- 
} 
| 
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kindness of one who loves in and virtue as 
you love them. 

] have been flattering myself all the summer 
with the hope of paying my annual visit to my 
friends; but something has obstructed me: I still 
hope not to be long without seeing you. I should 


be glad of a little literary talk; and glad to shew 


you, by the frequency of my visits, bow eagerly 1 
love it, when you talk it. 
.« T am, dear Sir, 
jour most humble servant, 
* London November 2, 78. % Sam. Jonxsox.“ 


ec 70 THE REVEREND DR. EDWARDS, OXFORD. 


© SIR, | 
ce TRR bearer, Ds. Burxey, has had some ac- 
count of a Welsh Manuscript! in the Bodleian library, 
from which he hopes to gain some materials ſor his 
History of Musick ; but being ignorant of the lan- 
guage, is at a loss where to find assistance. I make 
no doubt but you, Sir, can help him through his dif- 


fliculties, and therefore take the liberty of recom- 


mending him to your favour, as I am sure you will 
find him a man worthy of every civility that can be 


sbewn, and every benefit that can be conferred. 


« But we must not let Welsh drive us from Greek. 


What comes of Xenaphon ? If you do not like the 
trouble of publishing the book, do not let your com- 


mentaries be lost; contrive that ** may be 1 


„ nn 


Foe * Sir, 135 
* Your humble Servant, 


| e. November, . « SAM. Jonnsox + 
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These letters procured Dr. Burney great kindness 
and friendly offices from both of these gentlemen, 
not only on that occasion, but in ſuture visits to the 
university. The same year Dr. Johnson not only 
wrote to Dr. Joseph Warton in ſavour of Dr. Burney's 
youngest son, who was to be placed in the college 
of Winchester, * accompanied him when he went 
thither. it, 

We surely cannot but admire the. benevolent ex+ 
ertions of this great and good man, especially when 

we consider how grievously he was afflicted with bad 

health, and how uncomfortable his home was made 
by the perpetual jarring of those whom he charitably 
accommodated under his roof. He has sometimes 
suffered me to talk jocularly of his group of females, 
and call them his Seraglio, He thus mentions them, 
together with honest Levett, in one of his letters 
to Mrs. Thrale: © Williams hates every body; 
Levett hates Desmoulins, and does not love _ 
liams; Desmoulins hates them ra Poll 
none of them. 


fo JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ, 


e DEAR SIR, | 
“ Ir is indeed a wig] time since 1 wrote, and I 
think you have some reason to complain; however, os | 
you must not let small things disturb you, when you | 
have such a fine addition to your happiness as a new . 
boy, and J hape your lady's health restored by bringing 
him. It seems very probable that a little care will 


vd ü. r . Ie Carmichac, '/ © © | || 
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now restore her, 17 ear of her complaints 


are left. 
208 — em your letter, to be gain- 
ing ground at Auchinleck, an ! that n 
give me | —_ delight. 
k{ $0: $5 10 22S! 1 

* l „„ 
version of mind, lays hold upon you, make it a rule 
not to publish it by complaints, but exert your whole 
care to hide it; by endeavouring to Wait — 
drive it away. Be always busy. 
The Crus is eee eee ee we 
talk of electing Banks, the wal, he will be a 
reputable member. 
Langton has been aid his company 
of militia on Warley-common; I spent five days 
amongst them; he signalized himself as a; diligent 
officer, and has very high respect in the ' regiment. 
He presided when I was there at a court- martial; he 
zs now quartered in Hertfordshire ; his lady and little 


ones are in Scotland. Paoli came to the camp and 


commended the soldiers. 
Of myself I have no great matters to Say, my 
health is not restored, my nights are restless and 


tedious. The best night that I have had these 


twenty years was at Fort-Augustus. 
* I hope soon to send you a few lines to read, 
J am, dear Sir, 
* "Your most affectionate, SEG 
C3 November 21 s. * SAM, JonxsoN.“ 


1 
1 


About (his time the Rev. Mr. John © Wk who 


had been some time in trade, and was then a clergy- 
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man.of the Church of England, being about to un- 
dertake a journey to Aleppo, and other parts of the 


East, which he accomplished, Dr. Jobnson, (who had 


long been in habits of intimacy with him,) W 
him with (he following letter ; : 


* TO MR. JOHN HUSSEY, 


cc HEAR $1R, 

I navx sent you the Grammar,” and have 
left you two books more, by which J hope to be re- 
membered ; write my name in them ; we may per- 
haps see each other no more, you part with my good 


wishes, nor do I despair of seeing you return. Let 


no opportunities of vice corrupt you ; let no bad ex- 
ample seduce you; let the blindness of Mahome- 
Jp confirm you in Christianity. Gop bless you. 
LJ am, dear Sir, 
cc Your affectionate humble servant, 
{ December 29, 1778. « Sam. JounsoN.” 


Johnson this year expressed great satisfaction at 
the publication of the first volume of © Disconrses 
to the Royal Academy,“ by Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
whom be always considered as one of his literary 


— 


school. Much praise indeed is due to those excel- 


lent Discourses, which are so universally admired, 3 
and for which the authour received from the Empress | + ii 
of Russia a gold snuff-box, adorned with her profile 1 
in bos relief, set in diamonds; and containing what | 
is infinitely more valuable, a slip of paper, on which 08 
are written with her Imperial Majesty's own hand, 1 
the following words: © Pour le Chevalier * | 
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en temoignage du contentement que j at ressentie & la 
3 de ges excellens discours gur la pemnture.” 

In 1779; Johnson gave the world a luminous proof 
that the vigour of his mind in all its faculties, whe- 
ther memory, judgement, or imagination, was not in 
the least abated; for this year came out the first 
ſour volumes of - his © Prefaces, biographical and 
critical, to the most eminent of the English Poets,” * 
published by the booksellers of London. The re- 
maining volumes came ont in the year 1780. The 
Poets were selected by the several booksellers who 
had the honorary copy right, which is still preserved 
among them by mutual compact, notwithstanding 
the decision of the House of Lords against the per- 
petuity of Literary Property. We have his own 
authority, that by his recommendation the poems of 
Blackmore, Watts, Pomfret, and Yalden, were added 
to the collection. Of this work I shall _ more 
particularly hereafter, _ 

On the 22d of January, I wrote to 5 bin on several 
topicks, and mentioned that as he had been so good 
as to permit me to have the proof sheets of his 
« Lives of the Poets,” I bad written to his scrvant, 
Francis, to take care of them for me. 


© MR, BOSWELL TO DR, JOHNSON. 


* MT DEAR SIR, Edinburgh, Feb. 2, 1779. 
„ Garrick's death is a striking event; not 
that we should be surprised with the death of any 
man, who has lived sixty- two years ;* but because 


f Life of Watts, | 
6 On Mr, Garrick's Monument in Lichfield Cathedral, be is 


3 
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there was a vivacity in our late celebrated friend, 


which drove away the thoughts of de, from any 
association with im. Iam sure you will be tenderly 
affected with his departure; and I would wish to 
hear from you upon the subject. I was obliged to 


him in my days of effervescence in London, when 


poor Derrick was my governour ; and since that time 
I received many civilities from him. Do you re- 
member how pleasing it was, when I received a letter 


from him at Inverary, upon our first return to civi- | 
* ized living after our Hebridean journey. I shall 
always remember him with affection as well as ad- 


miration. 


* On Saturday last, being the 30th of January, 


I drank coffee and old port, and had solemn conver- 
sation with the Reverend Mr. Falconer, a nonjuring 
bishop, a very learned and worthy man. He gave 
two toasts, which you will believe I drank with cor- 
diality, Dr. Samuel Johnson, and Flora Macdonald. 


sat about four hours with him, and it was really as 


if I had been living in the last century, The Epis- 
copal Church of Scotland, though faithful to the 
royal house of Stuart, has never accepted of any conge 


lire, since the Revolution; it is the only true 
Episcopal Church in Scotland, as it has its own suc- 


cession of bishops. For as to the episcopal clergy 


who take the oaths to the present government, they 
indeed follow the rites of the Church of England, 


but, as Bishop 7alconer observed, they are not 


aid to have died, t aged 64 years. But it is a mistake, and | 


Mr. Boswell is perfectly correct. Garrick was baptized at Here- 


| ford, Feb, 28, 1716-17, and died at his house in London, Jan. 20, 


1779. 


* 
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Episcopalt; for they are under no bishop, as a bishop 
cannot have authority beyond his diocese. This 
venerable gentleman, did me the. honour to dine 
with me yesterday, and. he laid his hands upon the 
| heads of my little ones. We had a good deal of 
curious literary conversation, particularly about Mr. 
Thomas Ruddiman, with whom be lived in great | 
friendship. | 

« Any fresh instance of the uncertainty of life 
makes one embrace more closely a valuable friend. 
My dear and much respected Sir, may Gop preserve 

you long in this world while I am in it. 
35 J am ever, | 
„„ Tour muoh obliged, 

« And affectionate humble servant, 
© James BosWELL.” 


On the 23d of February I wrote to him again, 
complaining of his silence, as I had heard he was ill, 
and had written to Mr. Thrale for information con- 
cerning him ; and I announced my: mention of SOON 
cine again in London. 


4 * 


66. TO JAMES r ESa. 


ce n SIR, 

Wur should you hem delight to make 
a bustle, to write to Mr. Thrale that I am negligent, 
and to Francis to do what is so very unnecessary. 
'Thrale, you may be sure, cared not about it; and [ 
Shall spare Francis the trouble, by ordering a set 
both of the Lives and Poets to dee M mar 


* Hent a vt degumty bond nd gil, vu ma received 5 
« very handeome prevent. | 
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acknowledgement of her marmalade. Persuad her 
to accept them, and accept them kindly, If I 
thought she would receive them scornfully, I would 
send them to Miss Boswell, who, I n has yet 
none of her mamma's -Ein to me. 
I would send sets of Lives, four volumes, to 
some other friends, to Lord Hailes first. His second 
volume lies by my bed-side; a book surely of great 
labour, and to every just thinker of great delight. 
Write me word to whom I shall send besides; 
would it please Lord Avchinleck ? Mrs. 'Thrale 
waits in the coach. 
* 1 am, dear Sir, &c. 
« March 13, 1779. C Sam. Jonxsox.T 


This letter erosed me on the road to London, - * 


where I arrived on Monday, March 15, and next 
morning at a late hour, found Dr. Johnson —_ 
over his tea, attended by Mrs. Desmoulins, Mr. 
Levett, and a clergyman, who had come to submit 
some poetical pieces to his revision. It is wonderful 


what a number and variety of writers, some of them 


even unknown to him, prevailed on his good- nature 
to look over their works, and suggest corrections and 
improvements. My arrival interrupted for a little 
while, the important business of this true represen- 
tative of Bayes; upon its being resumed, I found 
that the subject under immediate consideration was 
a translution, yet in manuseript, of the Carmen Secm- 
lare of Horace, which had this year been set to mu- 
sick, and performed as a publick entertainment in 
London, for the joint benefit of Monsieur Philidor 
and Signor Baretti. When Johnson had done read- 
ing, the authour asked him bluntly, “ If upon the 
1 
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Whole it was a good translation?“ Johnson, whose 
regard for truth was uncommonly strict, seemed to 
be puzzled for a moment, what answer to make; as he 
certainly could not honestly commend the perform- 
ance : with exquisite address he evaded the question 
thus, © Sir, I do not say that it may not be made a 
very good translation.“ Here nothing whatever in 
favour of the performance was affirmed, and yet the 
writer was not shocked. A printed © Ode to the 
Warlike Genius of Britain,” came next in review; 
the bard was a lank bony figure, with short black. 
hair; he was writhing himself in agitation, while 
Johnson read, and shewing his teeth in a grin of 


-  earnestness, exclaimed in broken sentences, and in a 


keen sharp tone, © Is that poetry, Sir?—ls it Piodar?” 
Jonxsox. Why, Sir, there is here a great deal of 
. what is called poetry.” Then, turning to me, the 
poet cried, © My muse has not been long upon the 
town, and (pointing to the Ode) it trembles under 
the hand of the great critick.” Johnson, in a tone 
of displeasure, asked him, „Why do you praise 
Anson?“ I did not trouble him by asking his reason 
for this question. He proceeded, Here is an 
errour, Sir; you have made Genius feminine.” — 
% Palpable, Sir; (eried the enthusiast) I know it. 
But (in a lower tone) it was to pay a compliment to 
the Duchess of Devonshire, with which her Grace 
was pleased. She is walking across Cox heath, in the 
military uniform, and I suppose her to be the Genius 
of Britain.” Jouxsov. © Sir, you are giving a rea- 
son for it; but that will not make it right. You 
may have a reason why two and two should make 
five; but they will still make but ſour. 
Although I was several times with him in the 
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course of the following days, such it seems were 
occupations, or such my negligence, that I have pre- 
served no memorial of his conversation till Friday, 
March 26, when I visited him. He said he expected 
to be attacked on account of his © Lives of the 
Poets,” However (said he) I would rather be at- 
tacked than unnoticed. For the worst thing you 
can do to an authour is to be silent as to his works. 
An assault upon a town is a bad thing; but starving 
it is still worse; an assault may be unguccessful ; 
you may have more men killed than you kill but if 
you starve the town, you are sure of victory.” 


Talking of a friend of ours associating with per- 
sons of very discordant principles and characters; 
I said he was a very universal man, quite a man of 


the world. Jonxsox. Yes, Sir; but one may be 
80 much a man of the world as to be nothing in the 


Vorld. I remember a passage in Goldsmith's © Vicar 


of Wakefield, which he was afterwards fool enough 


to expunge : * I do not love a man who is zealous 


for e Bosw ELI. That was a fine pas- 
sage. Jonxvsow. Yes, Sir: there was another 


fine passage too, which he struck out: When 1 


was a young man, being anxious to distinguish my- 
self, I was perpetually starting new propositions. 


- But I soon gave this over; for, I found that gene- 
Tally what was new was false.“ I said I did not 


r. e former page has men- 2 


tioned this circumstance, concerning Goldsmith, as communicated 


to him by Dr. Johtison ; not recollecting thar it occurred here. 


His remark, however, is not wholly superfluous, as it ascertains 
that the words which Goldsmith had put into the mouth of 
a fictitious character i in © "The Vicar of Wakefield,” and * a 
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Uke to sit with people of whom I had not a good 
opinion. Jonxvsow. © But you must not indulge 
your delicacy too much; or you will rat a tete-a-tete 
man all your life.” 
During my stay in London this spring, 1 find I 
was unaccountably negligent in preserving Johnson's 
sayings, more so than at any time when I was happy 
enough to have an opportunity of hearing his 
wisdom and wit. There is no help for it now. I 
must content myself with presenting such scraps as I 
have. But T am nevertheless ashamed and vexed to 
think how much has been lost. It is not that there 
was a bad crop this year; but that I was not suffi- 
ciently careful in gathering it in. I, therefore, in some 
instances can only exhibit a few detached fragments. 
Talking of the wonderful concealment of the 
authour of the celebrated letters signed Junius; he 
said, I should have believed Burke to be Junius, 
because I know no man but Burke who is capable of 
writing these letters; but Burke spontaneously de- 
nied it to me. The case would have been different 
had I asked him if he was the authour ; a man 80 
questioned, as to an anonymous an ; 1 
think he has a right to deny it.“ 8 | 
He observed that his old friend, Mr. Sheridan, 
had been honoured with extraordinary attention in 
his own country, by having had an exception made 
in his favour in an Irish Act of Parliament concern- 
ing insolvent debtors. ' © Thus to be singled out 
(said 0) by a n, as an 5 of * con- 
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eiderntion and n is a proof of no common 
merit.“ 

At Suvatham, on Monday, March 29, at wn 
fast he maintained that a father had no right to 
control the inelinations of his daughters in marriage. 

On Wednesday, March 31, when I visited him, 
and confessed an excess of which I had very seldom 
been guilty ; that I had spent a whole night in play- 
ing at cards, and that I could not look back on it with 
satisfaction; instead of a harsh animadyersion, he 
mildly said, “ Alas, Sir, on how few things can we 


look back with satisfaction.“ 


On Thursday, April 1, he commended one of the 
Dukes of Devonshire for “a dogged veracity.” * 
He said too, London is nothing to some people; 
but to a man whose pleasure is intellectual, London 
is the place. And there is no place where economy 
can be so well practised as in London. More can 
be had here for the money, even by ladies, than any 
where else. You cannot play tricks with your for- 
tune in a small place; you must make an uniform 


appearance. Here a lady may have well - furnished 


apartments, and elegant dress, without any: meat in 
her kitchen.” | 
I was amused by considering with how much ease 
and coolness he could write or talk to a friend, ex- 
horting him not to suppose that happiness was not to 
be ſound as well in other places as in London; when 
he himself was at albtimes sensible of its being, com- 
paratively speaking, a heaven upon earth. The truth 
is, that by those who from sagacity, attention, and 
expariency, have learnt the full advantage of London, 
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its pre-eminence over every other place, not only 
for variety of enjoyment, but for comfort, will be felt 


with a philosophical exultation. The freedom from 
remark and petty censure, with which life may be 
assd there, is a circumstance which a man who 
knows the teazing restraint of a narrow circle must 


relish highly. Mr. Burke, whose orderly and ami- 


able domestic habits might make the eye of observa- 
tion less irksome to him than to most men, said once 
very pleasantly, in my hearing, „Though I have 
the honour to represent Bristol, I should not like to 


live there; I should be obliged to be 80 much pu 


my good behaviour.” In London, a man may live in 


splendid society at one time, and in frugal retirement 


at another, witkout animadversion. There, and 
there alone, a man's own house is truly his castle, in 


which he can be in perfect safety from intrusion 


whenever he pleases. I never shall forget how well 


_ this was expressed to me one day by Mr. Meynell : 


“The chief advantage of London (said he) is, that 
a man is always 40 near his burrow.” 

He said of one of his old acquaintances, * He is 
very fit for a travelling governour. He knows French 


very well. He is a man of good principles; and 


there would be no danger that a young gentleman 
should catch his manner; for it is so very bad, that it 


must be avoided. In that respect he would be * 
the drunken Helot.“ 


A gentleman has inſormed me, that Johnson d 
of che sume person, © Sir, he has the most inverted 
understanding of any man whom I have ever known.” 

On Friday, April 2, being Good-PFriday, I visited 


e in the morning as usual; and finding that we 


insensibly fell into à train of ridicule upon the ſoibles 
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of one of our friends, a very worthy man, I, by way of 


a check, quoted some good admonition from“ The 
Government of the Tongue,” that very pious book. 


It happened also remarkably enough, that the subject 


of the sermon preached to us to-day by Dr. Burrows, 


the rector of St. Clement Danes, was the certainty 


that at the last day we must give an account of * the 
deeds done in the body; and, amongst various acts 
0 culpability he mentioned evil-speaking. As we 
were moving slowly along in the croud from church, 
Johnson jogged my elbow, and said, Did you at- 
tend to the sermon?“ —““ Yes, Sir, (said I,) it was 
very applicable to ws, He, however, stood upon 
the deſensive. Why, Sie the sense of ridicule is 
given us, and may be lawfully used. The authour 
of © 'The Government of the Tongue” would have us 


treat all men alike.” | 
Tn the interyal between morning and evening 1 der- 


| vice, he endeayoured to employ himself earnextly i in 
deyotional exercises; and as he has mentioned in his 


Prayers and Meditations, gave me * Les Penstes - 


de Paschal,” that I might not interrupt him, I pre- 

serve the book with reverence. His presenting it to 
me is marked upon it with his own hand, and I have 

ſound in it a truly divine unction. We went to 

church again in the afternoon. 

On Saturday, April 3, I visited him at de and 

bund him sitüng in Mrs. Williams's room, with her, 


and one who he afterwards told me was a natural on 


oſ the second Lord Southwell. The table had a sin- 


gular appearance, being covered with a heterogeneous 


assemblage of oysters and porter for his company, and 
tea for himself. I mentioned my having heard an 


eminent physician, who was himself a Christian, argue 


"of 
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in favour of universal toleration, and maintain, that 
no man could be hurt by another man's differing 
from him in opinion. Joaxsox. * Sir, you are to a 
certain degree hurt by mnie that even one man 
does not believe. 
On Easter- day, after solemn service at St. Paul's, 
1 dined with him: Mr. Allen the printer was also 
his guest. He was uncommonly silent; and I have 
not written down any thing, except a single curious 
fact, which, having the sanction of his inflexible vera- 
city, may be received as a striking instance of human 
insensibility and inconsideration. As he was passing 
by a fishmonger who was skinning an eel alive, he 
Heard him © curse it, because it would not lye still.“ 
On Wednesday, April 7, I dined with him at Sir 
Joshua Reynolds's. I have not marked what com- 
pany was there. Johnson harangued upon the qua- 
lities of different liquors; and spoke with great con- 
tempt of claret, as so weak, that a man would be 
_ drowned by it before it made him drunk.“ He was 
persuaded to drink one glass of it, that he might 
judge, not from recallection, which might be dim, 
but from immediate sensation. He shook his head, 
und said, Poor stuff! No, Sir, claret is the liquor 
for boys; port for men; but he who aspires to be a 
hero (smiling) must drink brandy. In the first place, 
the flavour of brandy is most grateful to the palate; 
and then brandy will do soonest for a man what 
drinking can do for him. There are, indeed, few 
who are able to drink brandy. That is a power rather 
to be wished for than attained. And yet, (proceeded 
He) as in all pleasure hope is a considerable part, I 
knownot but fruition comes too quick by brandy. Flo- 
_ rence wine I think the worst; it is wine only to the 
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eye; it is wine neither while you are drinking it, nor, 
after you have drunk it ; it neither pleases the taste, 
nor exhilarates. the spirits, I reminded--him how 
heartily he and: I used to drink wine together, when 
we were first acquainted ; and how I used to have a 
head-ache after sitting up with him. He did not 
like to have this recalled, or, perhaps, thinking that I 
boasted improperly, resolved to have a witty stroke 
at me: © Nay, Sir, it was not the wine that made 
your head ache, but the sense that I put into it.” 
BoswRLL. What, Sir! will sense make the head 
ache 2” Jouxsox. « Yes, Sir, (with a smile) when 
it is not used to it,” —No man who has a true 
relish of pleasantry could be offended at this; espe- 
cially if Johnson in a long intimacy had given him re- 
peated proofs of his regard and good estimation. I 
used to say, that as he had given me a thousand 
pounds in praise, he had a good right now and then 
to take a gui ea from me. 

On Thursday, April 8, I dined with him at Mr, 
Allan Ramsay's, with Lord Graham apd some other 
company. We talked of Shakspeare's witches. 
Jonxsox. © They are beings of his own creation; 
they are a compound of malignity and meanness, 
without any abilities; and are quite different from * 
the Italian magician, King James says in his © Des- | 
monology Magicians command the devils: witches 
are their servants. The Italian magicians are ele- 
gant beings.” Ransay. © Opera witches, not - 
Drury-lane witches.” Johnson observed, that abili- 
ties might be employed in a narrow sphere, as in 
getting money, which he said he believed no man 
could do, without vigorous parts, though concentra» 
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ted to point. RuxtsAr. © Yes, like a strong horge | 
ina mill; be pulls better,” 
Lord Grabam, while he praised the besoty of 
— on the banks of which is his family 
seat, complained of the dlimate; and said he could not 
bear it. Jonxsow. “ Nay, my Lord, don't. talk 0 
you may bear it well enough. Tour ancestors have 
borne it more years than T can tell.“ This was a 
| handsome compliment to the antiquity of the House 
of Montrose, His Lordship told me afterwards, that 
be had only affected to complain of the climate ; 
lest, if he had spoken as favourably of his country as 
he really thought, Dr. Johnson might have attacked 
it. Johnson was very courteous to Lady Margaret 
Macdonald. © Madam, (said be,) when I was in 
the Isle of Sky, I heard of the people running to take 
the stones off the road, lest Lady Margaret s horse 
should stumble.“ 
Lord Graham commended Dr. Drummond at 
Naples, as à man of extraordinary talents; and ad- 
ded, that he had a great love of liberty. Jonxsox. 
& He is young, my Lord; (looking to his Lordship 
with an arch smile) all boys love liberty, till experi- 
ence convinces them they are not so fit to, govern. - 
themselves as they imagined. We are all agreed as 
to our, own liberty; we would have as much of it as 
we can get; but we are not agreed as to the li- 
berty of others: ſor in proportion as we take, others 
must lose. I believe we hardly wish that the mob 
should have liberty to govern us. When that was 
the case some time ago, no man was at liberty not 
to have candles in his windows.” RAuSA TJ. The 
 result | is, that order is better than confuslon. n * 
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80N. © 'The result is, that order cannot be had but by 


subordination.“ | g 
On Friday, April 16, I had been pregent at the 


trial of the unfortunate Mr. Hackman, who, in a fit 
of frantick jealous love, had shot Miss Ray, the favou- 


inte of a nobleman. Johnson, in whose company I 
dined to-day with some other friends, was much inte- 
rested by my account of what passed, and particularly 
with his prayer for the mercy of heaven. He said, 
in a em fervid tone, © I hope he hall _ 
mercy.” 

This day a violent altercation arose between John 
son and Beauclerk, which having made much noise 


at the time, I think it proper, in order to prevent 


any future misrepresentation, to give a minute ac- 
count of it. 

In talking of Hackman, Johnson argued, as Judge 
Blackstone had done, that his being furnished with 


two pistols was a proof that he meant to shoot two | 


persons. Mr. Beauclerk said, No; for that every 
wise man who intended to shoot himself, took two 
Pistols, that he migbt be sure of doing it at once. 
Lord 's cook shot himself with one 


Pimol, and lived ten days in great agony. Mr. 


; who loved buttered muffins, but durst not 
cat chern because they disagreed with his stomach, 
resolved to shoot himself; and then he eat Sus 
buttered muffins for breakfast, before shooting him- 
self, knowing that he should not be troubled with 


indigestion : he had two charged pistols ; one was 
found lying charged upon the table by him, after he 
had shot himself with the other. Well, (said 


Jobnson, with an air of triumph, ) you zee here one 


pistol was sufficient.“ Beauclerk replied smartly, 
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Because it happened. to kill him.“ And either then 
or a very little afterwards, being piqued at Johnson's 
triumphant remark, added, This is what you don't 
know, and I do. There was then a cessation of the. 
dispute; and some minutes... intervened, during 
which, dinner and the glass went on chcerfully; 
when Johnson suddenly and abruptly. exclaimed, 
« Mr. Beauclerk; how came you to talk so petulantly 
10 me, as This is what you don't know, but what I 
know?” One thing I know, which yu don't seem 
10 know, chat you are very uncivil.“ BEAUCLERK. 
 « Because o began by being ,uncivil, (which you 

always are.)“ The words in parenthesis were, I be- 
lieve, not heard by Dr. Johnson. Here again there 
was a cessation of arms. Johnson told me, that the 
reason why he waited at first some time without 
taking any notice of what Mr. Beauclerk said, was 
because he was thinking whether he should resent it. 
But when he considered that there were present a 
young Lord and an eminent traveller, two men of 


' the world with whom he had never dined before, he 


Was apprehensive that they might think they had a 
right to take such liberties with him as Beauclerk did, 

and therefore resolved he would not let it pass; ad- 

ding, that © he would not appear a coward.” A lit- 
| tle while aſter this, the conversation turned. on the 
violence of Hackman's temper. - Johnson then said, 
It was his business tg command his temper, as my 
friend, Mr. Beauclerk, should have done some time 
ago. BrAucL ERK. © I should learn of you, Sir.“ 


Jouxsox. „ Sir, you have given me opportunities 


enough of learning, when I have been in your . 
pany. No man loyes to be treated with contempt. 
PEAUCLEAK, n polite ineligation towards John- 5 
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son) © Sir you have known me twenty years, and 


however I may have treated others, you may be sure 


I could never treat you with contempt.” JonxNsON. 
„Sir, you have said more than was necessary.“ Thus 


it ended; and Beauclerk's coach not having come for _ 


him till very late, Dr. Johnson and another gentle- 
man sat with him a long time after, the rest of the 
company were gone; and he and I nel at Beau- 
clerk's on the Saturday se'nnight following. 

After this tempest had subsided, I recollect the 
following particulars of his conversation : 


„ am always for getting a boy forward in his 


learning; for that is a sure good. I would let him 


at first read any English book which happens to en- 
gage his attention; because you have done a great 
deal when you have brought him to have enter- 


tainment from a bock. n get better books aſter . 


wards.” 

Mallet, I believe, never wrote a single line of 
his projected life of the Duke of Marlborough. He 
groped for materials ; and thought of it, till he had 
exhausted his mind. Thus it sometimes happens 
that men entangle themselves in their own schemes.“ 

« 'To be contradicted, in order to force you to 
talk, is mighty warm You Shine, indeed; but 


it is by being gron 


Oſ a gentlemen who made some figure among the . 
Literati of his time, (Mr. Fitzherbert,) he said, 


** What eminence he had was by a felicity of man- 
ner: he had no more learning than what he could 
not help.” | | 
On Saturday, April 24, I dined with him at Mr. 
Beauclerk's, with Sir Joshua Reynolds, Mr. Jones, 
_ (afterwards Sir William,) Mr, Langton, Mr. Steevens, 
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Mir. Paradise, and Dr. Higgins. I mentioned that Mr. 
Wilkes had attacked Garrick to me, as a man who 
had no friend. Jonxsox. © I believe he is right, 
Sir. O. On, ov PU —He had friends, but no 
friend. * Garrick was 80 diffused, he had no man to 
whom he wished to unbosom himself. He found 
people always ready to applaud bim, and that always 
for the same thing: so he saw liſe with great uni- 
formity.” I took upon me, for once, to hight with 
Goliath's weapons, and play the sophist.—* Garrick 

did not need a friend, as he got from every body 
all he wanted. What is a friend ? One who supports 
you and comforts you, while others do not. Friend- 

ship, you know, Sir, is the cordial drop, © to make 

the nauseous draught, of life. go down: but if the 

draught be not nauseous, if it be all sweet, there is 

no occasion for that drop.” Jonxsox. Many men 

would not be content to live so. I hope I should 

not. They would wish to have an intimate friend, 

with whom they might compare minds, and cherish 

private virtues.” One of the company mentioned 

Lord Chesterfield, as a man who had no friend. 

Jonxsox. There were more materials to make 
friendship in Garrick, had he not been so diffused.” 

BoswB8L1.. © Garrick was pure gold, but beat out to 

this leaf. Lord Chesterfield was tinsel.” Jouxsox. 

* __ #« Garrick was a very good man, the cheerfullest man 
of his age'; a decent liver in a profession which is 
supposed to giye. indulgence to licentiousness; and 
a man who gave away, freely, money acquired by 

himself. He began the world with a great hunger 
ere the son of a. anne, bred. i in a 
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family, whose study was to make ſour-pence do 
as much as others made four-pence halſpenny do 
But, when he had got money, he was very libe- 
ral. [ presumed to animadvert on his eulogy on 
Garrick, in his © Lives of the Poets.” « You ay; 
Sir, his death eclipsed the gaiety of nations.“ Joun- 
sow. * I could not have said more nor less. It is 
the truth; echpsed, not extinguished; and his death 
did eclipse; it was like a storm.“ BosweLL. But 
why nations ? Did his gaiety extend farther than his 
own nation?“ Jorxsaox. * Why, Sir, some exag- 
geration must be allowed. Besides, nations may be 
said—if we allow the Scotch to be a nation, and to 
have gaiety,—which they have not. Lou are an ex- 
ception, though. Come, gentlemen, let us candidly 
admit that there is one Scotchman who is cheerful.” 
BeaucLerk. © But he is a very unnatural Scotch- 
man.” I, however, continued to think the compli- 
ment to Garrick hyperbolically untrue. His acting 
had ceased some time before his death; at any rate 
he had acted in Ireland but a short time, at an early 
period of his life, and never in Scotland. I ob- 
jected also to what appears an anticlimax of praise, 
when contrasted with the preceding panegyrick 
« and diminished the public stock of harmless plen- 
sure! — Is not harniless pleusure very tame? 
Jouxsox. 0 Nay, Sir, harmless pleasure is the highest 
praise. Pleasure is a word of dubious import; plen- 
sure is in general dangerous, and pernicious to Vir- 
tue; to be able therefore to furnish pleasure that is 
harmless, pleasure pure and unalloyed, is as great a 
power as man can possess. This was, perhaps, as 
ingenious a defence as could be made; sdill, how- 
| ever; I was Fl rativfied, 
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A celebrated wit being mentioned, he said, © One 
may say of him as was said of a French wit, II 
de Pesprit que contre Dieu. I have been several times 
in company with him, but never perceived any strong 


power of wit. He produces a general effect by va- 
rious means; he has a cheerful countenance and a 
gay voice. Besides his trade is wit. It would be as 
wild in him to come into company without merri- 


ment, as for a highwayman to take the road without 
his pistols.” | 
Talking of the effects of Aae he 8aid, < Dank 
ing may be practised with great prudence; a man 
who exposes himself when he is intoxicated, has not 
the art of getting drunk; a sober man who happens 
occasionally to get drunk, readily enough goes into 
2 new company, which a man who has been drink- 
ing should never do. Such a man will undertake 
any thing; be is without skill in inebriation. I used 
to slink home, when I had drunk too much. A man 
accustomed to self- examination will be conscious 
when be is drunk, though an habitual drunkard will 
not be conscious of it. I knew a physician who for 
twenty years was not sober ; yet in a pamphlet, which 


he wrote upon fevers, he appealed to Garrick and 
me for his vindication from a charge of drunkenness. 


A bookseller (naming him) who got a large fortune 
by trade, was so habitually and equably drunk, that 


his most intimate friends never perceived that be was 


more sober at one time than another.” 
Talking of celebrated and suecessful irregular 


practisers in physick; he said, Taylor was the 
most ignorant man I ever knew; but sprightly. 


Ward the dullest. Taylor challenged me. once to 


talk Latin with him ; n ae 


NN 
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Horace, which he took to be a part of my own speech. 


He said 4 few words well enough.“ BRAUch EAR. 
« I remember, Sir, you said that Taylor was an in- 
stance how far impudence could carry ignorance. 


Mr. Beauclerk was very entertaining this day, and 
told us a number of short stories in a lively elegant - 


manner, and with that air of the world which has I 
know not what impressive effect, as if there were 
something more than is expressed, or than 

ve could perfectly understand, As Johnson and 1 
accompanied Sir Joshua Reynolds in his coach, 


Johnson said, There is in Beauclerk a predomi- 


nance over his company, that one does not like. 
But he is a man who has lived so much in the world, 


that he has a short story on every occasion; he is 


always ready to talk, and is never exhausted. 
Juohnson and I passed the evening at Miss Rey- 
nolds's, Sir Joshna's sister. I mentioned that an 
920 friend of our's, talking of the common re- 


mark, that affection descends, said, that © this was 


wisely contrived for the preservation of mankind ; for 


which it was not so necessary that there should be 


affection from children to parents, as from parents to 
children ; nay, there would be no harm in that view 
though children should at a certain age eat their 
parents.” JouxsoN, “ But, Sir, if this were known 


generally to be the case, parents would not have 
affection for children.“. BoswsLL. © True, Sir; for 


it is in expectation of a return that parents are $0 
attentive to their children ; and I know a very pretty 
instance of a little girl of whom her father was very 
fond, who once when he was in a melancholy fit, 


and had gone to bed, persuaded him to rise in good = 
humour by saying, My dear papa, n to get 


= 
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conversation, while they sate by my bedside, was the 
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up, and let me help you on with your clothes, that 


I may learn to do it when you are an old man.“ 


_ Soon after this time a little incident nad} 
which I will not suppress, because I am desirous that 
my work should be, as much as is consistent with 
the strietest truth, an antidote to the false and inju- 
rious notions of his character, which have been given 


by others, and thereſore I inſuse every drop of ge- 


nuine sweetness into 1 n . 


babes dd bel; e. rontson. 


ot Care 3 

„e I nr in great pain with an inflamed foot, and 
obliged to keep my bed, so am prevented from bav- 
ing the pleasure to dine at Mr. Ramsay's to-day, 
which is very hard; and my spirits are sadly sunk. 


Will you be 80 friendly as to come and sit an hour 


with me in the evening. I am ever 
* Your most faithful, {yr ad 
And affectionate ht... 


\ « Satk Anly-wnes 1 % Jamss BoswELL.“ 


« ro MR. BOSWELL. 


e neee laments the ne, of Mr. 
Boswell, and will come to him.“ | 


5 res 4 
od 


1 in ve eb Eo Repay 
un Reynolds. I need scarcely say, that their 


0 
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Johnson belng now better disposed to obtain in- 
formation concerning Pope than he was last year, 
sent by me to my Lord Marchmont, à present of 
those volumes of his “ Lives of the Poets,” which 
were at this time published, with a request to have 
permission to wait on him; and his Lordship, who 

had called on him twice, obligiogly appointed Barger 
day, the first of May, for receiving us. 


On that morning Johnson came to me from Streat- : 


ham, and after drinking chocolate, at General Paoli's, 
in South-Audley-street, we proceeded toLord March- 
mont's in Curzon-street. His Lordship met us at 
the door of his library, and with great politeness said 
to Johnson, I am not going to make an encomium 
upon myself, by telling you the high respect I have 
for you, Sir.” Johnson was exceedingly courteous z 
and the interview, which lasted about two hours, 
during which the Earl communicated his anecdotes 

of Pope, was as agreeable as I could have wished. 
When we came out, I said to Johnson, that con- 
sidering his Lordship's civility, I should have been 


1 vexed if be had again failed to come. Sir; (aid 


he,) I would rather have given twenty poutds than 
not have come.” I accompanied him to Streatham, 
where we dined, and returned to town in the 
evening. 

On Monday, May 8, 1 dined with him at Mr. 
Dilly'sz 1. pressed him this day for bis opinion ou 
the passage in Parnell, concerning which I had in 
vain questioned him in several letters, nan INC; 
en, 
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6 gg. Za of page 1779. 
ae, in his Hermit, has the Moni 
"8 4.8 + Watt i 7 6 Passage: 


0 To — this doubt, to know the world by Sight, 


Jo find if Boot and gains report it right: 
For yet by gains alone the world he knew, 
© Whoxe feet came wand ring o'er the. nightly dew.) 


Is there not a contradiction in its being firs? supposed 
that the Hermit knew both what books and swains 


reported of the world; enn EINE he 


jon hs eee 


Cn Come at ate And 
ra eee in th rt lu. mg; - vw 
4 one in the nent... nd 


This evening Les ont for Soland, 5 


* „1 do nes, (says Ne. Malone) * 2 Abele in this pas- 
sage, and wonder that Dr, Johnson ghould have acknowledged it to 
be znaceurgte.. The Hermit, it should be observed, had no adual 
experience of the world whatsoever : all his knowledge 
it had been obtained in two ways; from bool, and from the la- 
bien, of those cpuntry swains, who had seen a little f it. The 
plain meaning, therefore, is, © To clear his doubts concerning Pro- 
vidence, and to obtain some knowledge of the warld by actual ex- 
perience ; to see whether the accounts furnished by books, or by 
the oral communicatioris of swains, were just representations of it; 
II. s4pains, } for his: oral or vi eng agg neuen been ob- 
tained. from that part of mankind alone, c. The word alone 
here does not relate to the whole of the preceding line, as has been 
supposed, but, by a common licence, to the words,—of all mankind, 
which are understood, and of which it is restrictive. 

Mr. Malone, it must be owned, has shewn much critical inge- 
nuity in his explanation of this passage. His interpretation, how- 


* 
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© TO MRS. LUCY yonrEN, IN LICHFIBLD. | 


„EAR MADAM; Trl 

Mn. Gnkgw bas e me N 
much better; I hope I need not tell you that I am 
glad of it. I cannot boast of being much better; 
my old nocturnal-eamplaint still pursues me, and my 
respiration is difficult, though much easier than when 
I left: you the summer before last. Mr. aud Mrs. 
Thrale are well; Miss has been a little indisposed ; 
but she is got well again. They have since the loss 


of their boy had two daughters; but they seem likely 


to want a son. 

I hope you had some books which I sent you. 
I was sorry for poor Mrs. Adey's death, and am 
afraid you will be sometimes solitary; but endea- 
vour, whether alone or in company, to keep yourself 
cheerful, My friends likewise die very fast ; but 
such is the state of man. T am, dear love, 

„ Yaur most humble servant, 

„„ e. Jokxsox.“ 


K „ 
— 0 


5 ad i w00 recondite.” "The mula ff wha pig 


may be certain enough; but surely the exprezcion is confued, and 
one part of it contradictory to the other. | 

| [But why wo recondite . When a meaning is given td # passage 
by understanding words in an uncommon sense, the interpretation 
may be said to be recondite, and, however ingenious, may be 
suspected not to be wund; but when words are explained in their 


ordinary acceptation, and the explication which is fairly deduced 
from them without any force or constraint is also perfectly Justified 


by the context, it surely may be safely accepted; and the calling 


zuch an explication recondite, when nething' tlie cas A 
it, will not make it the less just. ] 
KE2 
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He had, before I left London, resumed the con- 


versation concerning che appearance of a ghost at 
Newcastle upon Tyne, which Mr., John Wesley 
believed, but to which Johnson did not give credit. 
I was, however, desirous to examine the question 
closely, and at the same time wished to be made 
acquainted with Mr. John Wesley; for though I 


differed from him in some points, I admired his va- 
rious talents,” and loved his pious zeal. At my re- 
quest, therefore, Dr. Tr yore: e eee 


rag noma Bater ad 
| ' «56 THE a 1 EREND "MR. Joun WESL rr. a 
„ i | 


13 


« Ms: Bowl, a ahi bed. who bas been 


loug known to me, is desirous of being known to 


you, and has asked this recommendation, which I 


gie bim with great willingness, because I think it 
very much to be wished that worthy and religious 


men %hould be acquainted with each other. 


Uo are Tos, 8 am, Sir, 
Eb © Your mt hundlecervn, 
. SO" ©, Sax. Jonnsox.” 


Mr. Wesley 1 in . course of bis ministry 


at Edinburgh, I presented this letter to him, and was 


very politely received. I begged to have it returned 
to me, which was accordingly done. His state of 


[> evidence as to the ghost, did not satisfy me. 


I did not write to Johnson, as usual, upon my 


5 return to my family ; but tried how he would be 


affected by my silence. Mr. Dilly sent me a copy 
of a note which he receiyed from him on the 13th 
wa in these words: 


e A 


„ — 


ad. i779.) Di.” JOHNSON, 1 


O MB. DIII Tx. | © | 
| 1 „„ 
| | SNR Mr. Boswelbs i I hn never 
F | heard from him; please to send word what you 
9 know of him, and whether you hure sent wy books 
| to his lady. IT am, &. 

SAN. Jonxson. 5 


Wy readers will not doubt that his solicitude about | It 
me Was very enn | | 


4 To JAMES dvr, Ess. | 


* * DEAR SIR, | | WE 


\, * War can possibly have beppened. that ones 1 
us two such stiangers to each other? I expected to | 
have heard from you when you came home; I ex- [1 
pected afterwards, I went into the country and re- 
turned ; and yet there is noletter from Mr, Boswell. f 

No ill I hope has happened; and if ill should hap- 
pen, why should it be concealed from him who loves 
you ? 4 it a fit of humour, that has disposed you to N 
try who can hold out longest without writing ? If it 6 

be, you have the victory. But I ara afraid of me- 
thing bad; set me free from my $uspicions,  , | 
„My thoughts are at present employed in gues- 4 
sing the reason of your silence: you must not ex- 
pect that I sbould tell you any thing, if T had any 
thing to tell. Write, pray write to' me, and let me 
know what is, or what has been the canes of this 
long interruption, | TG : 1 
12 „Lam, dear Sir, Mi age 
r Your most affectionate Funde servunt, | 
«July 55 1770. wie ur o St. Jos.“ 5 | | 
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«To DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. L 


E My DEAR em, 3 « Edinburgh, July 17s 1779. 
Wnar may be justly denominated a supine 


 jndolence of mind has been my state of existence 


since I last returned to Scotland. In a livelier state 


I had oſten suffered severely from long intervals of 
silence on your part; and I had even been chid by you / 
for expressing my uneasiness. I was willing to take 


advantage of my insensibility, and while I could bear 
the experiment, to try whether your affection for 
me, would, after an unusual silence on my part, make 
you write first. This afternoon I have had very high 
satisfaction by receiying your kind letter of inquiry, 
ſor which I most gratefully thank you. I am doubt- 
ful if it was right to make the experiment ; though 
T have gained by it. I was be ginning to grow ten- 
der, and o u pbraid myself, 8 y after Kl 
dreamt two * that I was with you, A a 
my wie, : and my four children, are all well. 1 would 
not delay one post to answer your letter but! as it! 1s 
(= Hot time to do more. Tou sball soon 
hear from me, upon many and vartos particulars 5 
and 1 shall neyer again put yo to any test. 1 am, 
* * my dear 1 9 gb 


« Your much obliged, 


| 9 1000 + "Ep . 


*/ (1 rad 1 4 And i faithful bumble ht” * 7 

b 2 8205 - 3.4 1 ** 
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On the 22d of J Jaly, I — to bim un; "od 


gave him an account of my last interview with my 


Worthy friend, Mr. Fdmard Dilly, at his brother's 
house at * in * where he died ; 
1 


\ 
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| 5009 after 7 parind run: han, denning me name tin 
_ remembrance of his regard. 


I I informed him that Lord Hailes, who had pro- 
mised to furnish. him with some anecdotes for his 


Lives of the Poets, had sent me three instances - 


of Prior's borrowing from Gombauld, in * Recueil 
des Poctes,” tome 3. Epigram To Jobn I'owed 


* great obligation, p. 25. To the Duke of 
Noailles, Na., « neee Jerk and Jun ; 


p. 25. 

My letter was a * * e one, po 00 a 
variety of particulars; but he, it should seem, had not 
attended to it; for his next to me was as follows ; 


% TO-JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 
© MY DEAR sin, 

Ann you playing the same trick aguin, and 
trying who can keep silence longest? Remember 
that all tricks are either knavish or childish z and 
that it is as foolish to make experiments upon the 
constancy of a fiend" as 8 the — cn 
7 n 

What can be the cause of this end bt of 
lence, I cannot conjecture; but after one trick, I 
will not be cheated by another, nor will harrass my 


thoughts with conjectures about the motives 'of a 


man who, probably, acts only by caprice, I there- 
fore suppose you are well, and that Mrs. Boswell is 
well too; and that the fine summer has restored 
Lord Auchinleck. I am much better than you 
left me; I think I am better than when I was in 
Scotland, 1 

«1 forgot w hether [ informed y you that poor Thrale 
has been in great dariger. Mrs. Thrale likewise has 


- 


rr 
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miscarried, and been much indisposed. Every body 
else is well; Langton is in camp. I intend to put 
Lord Hailes's description of Dryden : into another 
edition, and as I know his accuracy, wish he would 


consider the dates, which I could not w boa 


to my own mind. 
Mr. Thrale goes to Brighthelniston, At Mi- 


» Cchaelmas, to be jolly and ride a hunting. [ shall go to 


town, or perhaps to Oxford. Exercise and gaiety, or 
rather carelessness, will, I hope, dissipate all remains 
of his malady ; and I like wise hope by the change of 
place, to find some opportunities of growing yorr m_ 
ter myvell. I am, dear Sir, 
« re — meine, 
« Srreatham, Sept. 9, 1779. „SA.. % wean p 


EY IO will not be | dans at being told 
every slight circumstance. of the manner in which 
Dr, Johnson contrived. to amuse bis solitary hours. 
He sometimes employed himself in chymistry, some: 
times in watering and pruning a vine, sometimes in 
small experiments, at which those who may smile, 
sbould recollect that there are moments R ue 


Ae gap yi paly by e 


4 Which 1 communicated en kim from his Ledi, but it ha 
not yer been published. I have a copy of it, | 

[The few notices concerning Dryden, which Lord Hailes had 
collected, the authour afterwards gave to Mr. Malone.) 


5 In one of his manuscript Diaries, there is 0 


which marks his curious minute attention: % July 26, 1768. J 


shaved my nail by accident in whetting the knife, about an eighth 
of an inch from the bottom, and about a fourth from the top. This 


FF e war | 


five eights of an inch. 
Another of the same kind appears, "Avg, „ 1779 Partem brachi 
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On the 20th of September T defended myselr 


against his suspicion of me, which I did not deserve; 
and added, “ Pray let us write frequently. A whim 


strikes me, that we should send off a sheet once 4 
week, like a stage-coach, whether it be full or not: 


nay, though it should be empty. The very sight of 


your hand- writing would comfort me; and were a 
sheet to be thus sent regularly, we should much 


oftener e, OY were it _ a wy _ 

My friend Cotoniel James PIER kd son of a 
Earl of Bate, who had distinguished himself as à good 
officer of the Bedfordshire militia, had taken a pub- 
Hiek-spirited resolution to serve his country in its dif- 
ficulties, by raising a regular regiment, and taking 
the command of it himself. This, in the heir of the 
immense property of Wortley, was highly honourable. 
Having been in Scotland recruiting, he obligingiy 
asked me to accompany him to Leeds, then the 
bead- quarters of his corps ; from thence to London 
for a short time, and afterwards to other places to 
which the regiment might be ordered. Such an of- 


fer, at a time of the year, when I had full leisure, 


was very pleasing; especially as I was to accompany 
a man of sterling good sense, information, discern- 
ment, and conviviality; and was to have a second 
erop, in one year of London and Johnson. Of this 
1 neee my illustrious TAPER, in een 


dertri carbo proximam et cutem pectori: circa — letras — J 


ut _notum fleret guanto temporis pili renoverentr,”" 

And, Aug. 15, 1983+ I cut from the vine 41 eee 

weighed five oz. and a half, and eight scruples:— I lay . 
* bock- dase, to bee * E they will lose by drying,” 
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warm terms, in a leties, dated. the. dn of . 
ſrom Leeds. 


On — Hebe 4, L callad.ot . 
fron be was up. He sent for me 40 his bedside, and 
expressed his satisfaction at this incidental meeting, F 
with as much vivacity as if he had been in the gaiety [1 
of youth. He called briskly, © Frank, 8 get | 
ne us breakfast in splendour.” - 

During this visit to London I bad several i interviews 
with him, which it is unnecessary to distinguish par- 
ticularly. I consulted him as to the appointment of 
guardians. to my children, in case of my death. © Sir, 

; (id he,) do not appoint - a number of guardians, 

j When there are many, they trust one to another, and 
the business is neglected. I would advise you to 

BY choose only one; let him be a man of respectable 

fl character, who, for his-own credit, will do what is 

| 5 right; let him be a rich man, so that he may be 


| under no temptation to take advantage; and let him 
1 be a man of business, who is used to conduct affairs 
bY. with ability and expertness, to whom, therefore, the 
| execution of the trust will not be burdensome. 
Ws On Sunday, October 10, we dined. together at Mr. 
Be Strahan's. The conversation having turned on the 
| pPrevailing practice of going to the East-Indies in 
} quest of wealth; —Jonxsox, .* A man had. better 
l have ten thousand pounds at the end of ten years 
1 passed in England, than twenty thousand pounds at 


hee end of ten years passed in India, because you must 
[ 98985 compute what you give for money; and a man who. 


os bas lived ten years in India, has given up ten years 
| of social comfort and all those advantages which 
'k arise from living in England. The ingenious Mr. 
| | Brown, „ by the name, of Capabili P 1 
F 1 
| | 
1 


P 
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Brown, told me, that he was once at the seat of Lord 
Clive, who had returned from India with great wealthz 
and that he shewed him at the door of his bed- cham- 
ber a large chest, which he said he had once had full + 
of gold; upon which Brown observed, ee 
you can bear ĩt so near your bed- chamber. 

Me talked of the state of the ee 
Jonxsox. © Saunders Welch, the Justice, who was 
once High- Constable of Holborn, and had the best 
opportunities of knowing the state oſ the poor, told 
me, that I under- rated the number, when I compu- 
ted that twenty a week, that is, above a thousand a 
year, died of hunger; not absolutely of immediate 
hunger; but of the wasting and other diseases which 
are the consequences of hunger. This happens only 
in 80 large a place as London, where people are not 
known,, What we are told about the great ums got 
by begging is not true: the trade is oyerstocked. 
And, you may depend upon it, there are many whq 
cannot get work. A particular kind of manufacture 
fails : Thos& who have been used to work at it, can, 
for some time, work at nothing else. You meet a 
man begging; you charge him with idleness: he 
says, I am willing to labour, Will you give me 
| work PAT cannot. Why then you Neve 1 
right to charge me with idleness,” 

We left Mr. Straban's at seven, as Johnson had 
aid he intended to go to evening prayers. As we 
walked along, he complained of a little gout in his 
toe, and said, I sban.t go to prayers to-night :; I shall 
go to- morrow : Whenever I miss church on a Sun- 
day, I resolve to go another day. But 1 do not al- 
' n It.“ This vas a fair exhibition cli den 
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tion between pious resolutions and un 
many of us have too often experience. 
1 went er er we hy beg * 
dane Dr. Hugh Blair 8 
ing Pope, (in writing whose life he was now „ 


eth,) which A vos ac as a _— Oye +” 


14.36! z 4 +4 
PL, 


5 CONE TIONS ISS 9210 
bl Sl SIR, 


«Tx the year 1763, beit at bann 1 was car- 
ried by Dr. John Blair, Prebendary of Westminster, 
to dine at old Lord Bathurst's ; where we found the 
late Mr. Mallet, Sir James Porter, who had been 
Ambassadour at Constantinople, the late Dr. Macau- 
lay, and two or three more. The conversation 
turning on Mr. Pope, Lord Bathurst told us, that 
„The Esay on Man' was originally composed by 
Lord Bolingbroke in prose, and that Mr. Pope did 
no more ny par We vere? 1 ns un 


* IEP 
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valuable edition of Archbishop King's © RA on the Origin of 
Evil,” mentions that the principles maintained in it had been 
adopted by Pope in his “ Essay on Man ;“ and adds, « The fact, 
notwithstanding such denial, (Bishop Warburton's) might have 3 
xrictly verified by an unexceptionable testimony, lx. that of the 
late Lord Bathurst, who saw the very ame system of the ve Cre 
(taken from the Archbishop) in Lurd Bolingbroke's own hand, 
lying before Mr. Pope, while he was conmozing his Essay.“ This 

is respectable evidence; but that of Dr. Blair ia more direct from the 
OR ha as well as more full. Let me add to it that of Dr. 
Joseph Warton ; The late Lord Bathurst repeatedly assured me 

that he had read the hole scheme of * the Essay on Man, in the 
band- writing of Bolingbroke, and drawn up in à series of proposi- 
tions, which Pope was to versify and illustrate.“ T's 155 
R 1 
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Lord Bolingbroke's manuscript in bis own hand- wri- 
"ting; and remembered well, that he was at a loss 
whether most to admire the elegance of Lord Boling- 
broke's prose, or the beauty of Mr; Pope's verse. 
When Lord Bathurst told this, Mr. Mallet bade me 
attend, and remember this remarkable piece of infor- 
mation; as, by the course of Nature, I might survive 
his Lordship, and be a witness of his having said 80. 
The conversation was indeed too remarkable to be 

forgotten. A few days after, meeting with you, who 
were then also at London, you will remember that 1 
mentioned to you what had passed on this subject, as 
I was much struck with this anecdote. But what 
ascertains my recollection of it beyond doubt, is that 


being accustomed to kech a journal of what passed 


when I was at London, which I wrote out every 
evening, I find the particulars of the above informa- 
tion; just as I have now given them, distinctly mark 
ed; and am thence enabled to fix this conversation 
to have passed on Friday, the 22d of April; 1763. 

I remember also distinctly, (though I have not 
for this the authority of my journal,) that the conver- 
sation going on concerning Mr. Pope, I took notice 
of a report which had been sometimes propagated that 
he did not understand Greek. Lord Bathurst said 
to me, that be knew that to be false; for that part of 
the Iliad was translated by Mr. Pope. in his house in 
the country; and that in the mornings when they 
assembled at breakfast, Mr. Pope used frequently to 
repeat, with great rapture, the Greek lines which 
he had been translating, and then to give them his 
version of them, and to compare them together. 
Alf these circumstances can be of any use to Dr. 
Johnson, you have my full liberty to give them to 
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5 THE LIFE or tler 9. 
I beg you will, at the same time, present to 
— my most respectful compliments, with best 
wishes for his success and ſame in all his literary un- 
dertakings. Iam; with nnen my dearest 
Sir, 1 


n 


* And obliged bumble aint, 
« Broughton Pe. © Hven Bram,” 


Sept. 21, 1779. 


"Jonwson. © Depend upon it, Sir, this is too 
strongly stated. Pope may have bad from Boling- 
broke the philosophick Stamina of his Essay; and 
admitting this to be true, Lord Bathurst did not in- 
tentionally falsify. But the thing is not true in the 
latitude that Blair seems to imagine; we are sure 
that the poetical imagery, which makes a great part of 
the poem, was Pope's own. It is amazing, Sir, what 
| deviations therę are from precise truth, in the ac- 
count which is given of almost every thing. I told 
Mrs. Thrale, You bave so little anxiety; about 
truth, that you never tax your memory with the ex- 
act thing.“ Now what is the use of the memory to 
truth, if one is careless of exactness? Lord Hailes's 
Annals of Scotland' are very exact; but they con- 
tain mere dry particulars. They are to be considered 
as a Dictionary. You know such things are there; 
and may be looked at when you please. Robertson 
paints; but the misſortune is, you are sure he does 
not know the people whom he paints; so you cannot 
suppose a likeness. Characters should never be 
given by an historian, unless he knew the people 
whom he describes, or copies from those who knew 
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BosWELL. “ Why, Sir, do people play this trick 
which I observe now, when I look at your grate, 
putting the shovel against it to make the fire burn?“ 
Jonx30x. © They play the trick; but it does not 
make the fire barn. There is a better; (setting the 
poker perpendicularly up at right angles with the 
grate.) In days of superstition they thought, as it 
made a cross with the bars, it would drive away the 
witch.” 

Bogwza. by By associating with you, Sir, I am 
always getting an accession of wisdom. But perhaps 
a man, after knowing his own character—the limited 
strength of his own mind, should not be desirous of 
having too much wisdom, considering, guid valeant 
humeri, how little he can carry.”  Jonnsox. “ Sir, 
be as wise as you can; let a man be aliis letus, sapiens 
sibi: "Ip 


Though pleas'd to see the dolphins play, 
I mind my compags and my way.'* 


You may be wise in your study i in the morning, and 
gay in cofnpany at a tavern in the evening. Every 
man is to take care of his own- wisdom and his own 
virtue, without minding too much what others 

think.” | 

He said “ Dodsley first n to me the 
scheme of an English Dictionary; but I had long 
thought of it.” BoswELLI. You did not know 
what you were undertaking.” - Jonwsoxs. © Yes, Sir, 
I knew very well what I was undertaking, and very 
well how to do it,—and have done it very well.” 
BoSWELL. « An excellent climax ! and it i 2 


, 


* The Spleen, a Poem. 
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avail me in this gloom of solitude? You have. 


_  agreeably mistaken | * 
In his life of Milton he obagrves, « OE hae 


eee. a kind of respect, perhaps unconsciously, 


paid to this great man by his biographers : every 


house in which he resided is historically mentioned, 
as if it were an, injury to neglect naming any place 


that he honoured by his presence.“ I had, before 1 


read this observation, being desirous of shewing that 
respect to Johnson, by various inquiries. Finding 
bim this evening in a very good humour, I prevailed 
| on him to give me an exact list of his places of resi- 


dence, since he entered the e as an authour, | 


which I subjoin in a note. 

I mentioned to him a dispute 8 a friend of 
mine and his lady, concerning conjugal infidelity, 
which my friend had maintained was by no means 80 
bad in the husband, as in the wife. 3 « Your 


bo Toning ated off ks 9. | 
2. Greenwich. - 
0 3. Woodstock. street, near Hanover-squate. 
* 4 95. kagge te _ 6. 


3 . 5. Strand. 41 


6. Boswell- Court. 
99175 Strand, again. | 
8. Beurer. | 
ow. = Holborn; KN 4 & 4 
10. Fetter.-lane. e 1 
111. Holborn, again. 
1 13. Staple-Inn. ä 
TY" LE 14. Gray's Inn. . 3 9 
156. Inner Temple- lane, No. .. 
| 16. r 
17. ene. 68, 


3%. X20 
+ + Fo * 


vou. In your Preface you say, What would it 


ä * 9 B 


ta a. * 9 
2 * * WW : 


Err © Jure — wp 


lend was in the ght, Sir. Between à thin än, 
higMaker it is a different question: but between 4 
mä and His wife, à Hüisband's infidelity is tothitg- 
They are connected by children, by . by se- 
rious conziderations of Community. Wise married 


women don't trouble themselves about the infi 

in their husband. > oe; To be sure there 
is 4 great difference between the offence of infidelity 
in a man and that of his wiſe,” Jom, The 
difference is boundless. The man im poses no bas 
tards ußon his l e 20h , e es 


Here it may be eee fol wis | 


entirely in_the ri suppose it will not be con- 


troverted that An in the degree of erimi- 


nality is very great, on aeGount of cone ꝗbences: but 
- Wit may be maintained, thi, Tridependent of moral 
© illgation* infidelity is by no means a light "offence 


in a husband; because it tust hurt a delicate attach- 


ment; in which à muttial convtanicy is implied, with 
euch refined sentitnents as Massitiger has exfiibited 
in his play of . The Picture. ”—Johngon probably ut 


 &hothtr time would: Have admitted” this options 
And let it be kept in femembrin66,” that he was very 


careful not to give atiy eheouragement 
condyct.” A gentletnan, not adverting to the Gs 
tinetion made by bim upon this subjeet, supposed & 
else of singular perverseness in a wife, and heeleadly 


said, „ That then he thought a husbatid"might do 


as he pleszedd with u cafe oonscience“ JoriWwon, 


& Nay, Sir, this is wild indeed (ﬆHiling';) you m, 


consider that fornication is a crime in' siigle man 
and you cannot have more liberty 


F 


VOL, III. 


strongly against 


I 4 _w— roy „ oo 
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being married.” 
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the Roman Catholics ; obsexying,. ¶ In every thing 

in which they differ from vs.they are wrong.” He 
Vas even against the inyocation of Saints; in sher 
he was in the humour of opposition. 

_ +, Haying regretted * that I had learnt lth 
Greek, as is too generally the case in Scotland 
that I had for a long time bardly applied at all to 
: the study of that noble language, and that I was de- 
Siroug of being told by him; what method to follow ; 
be recommended to me as casy helps, Sylyanus's 
« First Book of the Iliad ;“ Dawson s Lexicon to 
the Greek New Testament; and “ Hesigd,” ib 
Patoris Lexicon at the end of it. 

On Tuesday, October 12, I dined with him at Mc, 
| Ramvay's, ,with, Lord Newhayen,. and some other 
company, none of whom I recollect, but a beautiful 
Miss Graham, a relation of his Lordship's, wbo 
asked Pr. Johnson to bob or nob with her. , He was 
ſuttereſd by such pleasing attention, and politely told 
der, be never drank. wine; but if sbe would drink a 
das of water, he was much at ber service. She 


*  axcepted.  < Oho, Sir! (aid Lord Newhaven). you - 


are caught.”., Jonxsox. duc Nay, I do not seë how 1 


an caught; but if 1 am caught, L. dont want to get 


free again. If I am caught, I hope to be kept,” | 

Then when the two glasses of water were brought, 
gmiling placidly t tothe e er, Ir Wh ne 

| let us reciprocate,” 2 nac 47] 132 . 

_— Newhaven and Johnsog Ft on an argu- 

mont for, some time, concerning the Middlesex elec- 

a ane Johnson said, A 1 71 be consi- 


ern ne 1 $014 on 1 ; gy as D bels 
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dered as bound by law, as a man is bound where 
there is nobody to tie the knot. As it is clear chat 


the House of Commons may expel, and expel again 


and again, why not allow of the power to incapaci- 
tate for that parliament, rather than have a perpetual 
contest kept up between parliament and the people.” 
. Newhaven took the opposite side; but respect- 
fully said, © 1 speak with great deference to you, Dr. 
Johnson; I speak to be instructed.” This had its 
full effect, on my friend. He bowed his head almost 
as low as the table, to a complimenting nobleman; 
and called out, My Lord, my Lord, I do not de- 
sire all this ceremony; let us tell our minds to one 
another quietly,” . "Aker the debate was over, he said, 
« [have got lights on the subject to-day, which I 
had not before,” | This was a great deal from him, 
especially as he had written a pamphlet upon it. 
He observed, The House of Commons was ori- 
ginally not a privilege of the people, but a check for 
the Crown on the House of Lords. I remember 
Hlenry the Eighth, wanted them to do something; 
pan mare the morning, but did it in the aſter- 
noon He told them, It is well you did; or half 
your " heads should have been upon Temple-bar. 
But che House of Commons is now no longer under 
the power of the crown, and therefore must be 


bribed.” He added, * I haye no delight in talking of 


free YT 


Of his fellow-collegian, the celebrated Mr, George | 


Whitefield, he said, Whitefield never drew as 


much attention as a mountebank does; he did not 


draw attention by doing better than others, but by 


doing what was strange. Were A 9 open 2 - 


1 2 
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sermon Standing upon his head on a horses back, he 
would collect a multitude to hear ki im; but no 
man would Say he had made à better sermon for tha 
I never treated Whitehela's ministry with e ; 
1 believe he Na ebd. Te had devoted himself to 
the lower classes 0 aid, and among them he Was 
of. x But oy Tailiarity and nolse claim the 
ruise 810 Kü edge, art, and ele we 
[bs down such 2 i T W of 
"What 1 have | reserved of his ebihverdatibii during 
the remainder V stay in London at this time, is 
only what follows: 1 told him that when 1 objected 
to keeping company w with a notorious infidel, a cele- 
brated friend of ours 8aid to me, „ do not think that - 
men who' live laxly in the world; "as you and 1 do, 
can with propriety assume such an authority. Dr. 
Johnson may, who is inifottaly exemplary in his 
conduct. 5 1 it is not very consistent to shun an 
| infidel to-day, and get drunk t6-morrow. Jon 
SON., * Nay y, Sir, this. is sad reazÞhing Because n 
man cx cannot beright i in a "a things, is 805 to be right in 
nothing? Because a mä Winetimes gets wk "is 
be therefore. to steal ig: doctrine would ve 0 
brin a man to the gatlows.” “ «pre Bere 
4 Ae al, 8 it is abut FOR Wow 
wy. sincere Christians should associate with the 
avowed enemies of religion; for in the first place, 
almost every man's, mind may be more ot less Cor 
rupted by evil communications ;* secondly, the world 
may very naturally suppose that they are not really in 
earnest in religion, who can easily Bear its opponents; 
and thitdly, if the profane find themselves quite well 
received by the pow, one of * checks upon n 


o 
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open deolaration of their infidelity, and one of the 
probable chances of obliging them seriously to reflect, 
which their being shunned would do, is removed. 

He, I know not why, shewed upon all occasions 
an aversion to go to Ireland, where I proposed to him 
that we should make a tour. Jauxsen. It is the 
last place where I should wish to travel.“ B08WELL. 
e Should you not like to sce Dublin, Sir?“ Joux- 
so“ . No, Sir?“ Dublin is only a worse capital.” 
BoswzLL. © Is not the Giant's-Causeway worth 
seeing? Jom. “Worth seeing? yes; but not 
worth going to see.“ 

Yet he had a kindness for the Irish nation, and 
thus generously expressed himself to a gentleman 
from that country, on the subject of an uxex which 
artful Politicians have often had in view—* Do not 
make an union with us, Sir, We should unite with 
you, only to rob you. We should have robbed the 
Scotch, if they had had any thing of which we na 
have robbed them.” 

Of an acquaintance of ours, . manners and 
every thing about him, though: expensive, were coarse, 
be said, © Sir, you see in him vulgar. prosperity.” 

A foreign minister of no very high talents, who 
had been in his company for a considerable time quite 
overlooked, happened luckily to mention that he 
had read some of his * Rambler” in Italian, and ad- 
mired it much. This pleased him greatly; he ob- 
served that the title had been translated, II Genio 
errante, though I have been told it was rendered 
more ludierously, II FYagabondo ; and finding that 
this minister gave such a proof of his taste, he was all 
attention to him, and on the first remark which he 
made, however simple, exclaimed, The: Ambassa- 
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dour says well—His Excellency observes—" And 


then he expanded and enriched the little that had 
been said, in so strong a manner, that it appeared 
something of consequence. This was exceedingly 
entertaining to the company who were present, and 
many a time aſterwards it furnished a pleasant _ 
of merriment : © The Ambassadour says well, 


came a laughable term of applause, when no might | 


matter had been expressed. 


I left London on Monday, October 18, and ac- 


companied Colonel Stuart to Chester, where his 
regiment was to lye for some time. 


% MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON. 


cc _ DEAR ak: | Chester, October 22, 1779+ 
Ir was not till one o clock on Monday morn- 


ing, that Colonel Stuart and I left London; for we 


chose to bid a cordial adicu to Lord Mountstuart, 


who was to 2 that day on his embassy to 
Turin. We on excellently, and reached Lich- 
field in good time enough that night. The Colonel 
had heard so preferable a character of the George, 
that he would not put up at the Three Crowns, 80 
that I did not see our host Wilkins. We found at 
the George as good accommodation as we could wish 
to have, and I fully enjoyed the comfortable thought 


— that I was in Lichfield again. Next morning it 
_ rained very hard; and as I had much to do in a little 
| time, I ordered a post-chaise, and between eighi and 


nine allied forth to make a round of visits. ] first 
went to Mr. Green, hoping to have had him to ac- 


company me to all my other friends, but he was 


K r . R 
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engaged to attend the Bishop of Sodor and Man, 


who was then lying at Lichfield very ill of the gout. 


. Having taken a basty glance at the additions to 


Green's museum, from which it was not easy to break 
away, I next went to the Friery, where I at first oc- 


casioned some tumult in the ladies, who were not 


prepared to receive company so early: but my name, 
which has by wonderful felicity come to be closely 
associated with yours, soon made all easy; and Mrs, 
Cobb and Miss Adye re- assumed their seats at the 
breakfast-table, which they had quitted with some 
precipitation. They received me with the kindness 
of an old acquaintance ; and after we had joined in 
a cordial chorus to your praise, Mrs. Cobb gave me 


the high satisfaction of hearing that you said, Bos- 


well is a man who! believe never left a house without 
leaving 4 wish for his return.“ And she afterwards 
added, that she bid you tell me, that if ever I came 


to Lichfield, she hoped I would take a bed at the 


Friery. From thence I drove to Peter Garrick's, 
where I also found a very flattering welcome. He 
appeared to me to enjoy his usual chearfulness ; and 


he very kindly asked me to come when I could, and 
pass a week with him. From Mr. Garrick's, T went 


to the Palace to wait on Mr, Seward. I was first 
entertained by bis lady and daughter, he himself 
being in bed with a cold, according to his valetudi- 
nary custom. But he desired to see me; and 1 
found him drest in his black gown, with a white 
flannel night-gown above it; so that he looked like 


a Dominican friar, He was good-humoured and 


polite ; and under his roof too my reception was ver 
pleasing. I then proceeded to Stow-hull, and first 
paid my respects to Mrs, Gastrell, whose conversa- 
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tion 1 was not willing to quit. But my sand-glass 
was now beginning to run low, as I could not trespass 


too long on the Colonel's kindness, who obligingly 


waited for me; so I hastened to Mrs. Aston's, 
whom I found much better than I feared I sþould ; 
and there I met a brother - in-· lav of these ladies, who 
talked much of you, and very well too, as it appeared 
to me. It then only remained to visit Mrs. Lucy 
Porter, which J did, I really believe, with sincere 
satisfaction on both sides. I am sure I was glad to 
see her again; and, as I take her to be very honest, 
I trust she was glad to see me again; ſor she expres- 
sed herself so, that I could not doubt of her being in 
earnest. What a great key-stone of kindness, my 


dear Sir, were you that morning] for we were all 


held together by our common attachment to you. I 
cannot say that I ever passed two hours with more 
gelf-complacency; than I did those two at Lchfield. 
Let me not entertain any suspicion that this is idle 
vanity. Will not you confirm me in my persuasion, 


that he who finds himself so regarded has just reason 


to be happy ? 


E * We got te Cheater about midnight on Teslas |; 


and here again I am in a state of much enjoyment, 
Colonel Stuart and his officers treat me with all the 
civility 1 could wich; and L play, my part admirably, 


Letus aliis, sapiens $ibi, the classical sentence which 


you, I imagine, invented the other day, is exemplified 


in my present existence. The Bishop, to whom I 
bad the honour to be known several years ago, shews - 
me much attention; and I am edited by his con- 


yersation, I must not omit to tell you, that, bis Lord- 
ship admires, very highly, your Preſaces to the Poets. 
_ lam daily ning an extenaion of. * ac 
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quaintance, so that I am kept in animated variety 
and the study of the place itself, by the assistance of - 
books, and of the Bishop, is sufficnt occupation. 
FL, Chester pleases my fancy more than any town. I ever 
Saw. But I will not enter upon it at all in this letter. 
How long Irshall stay here I cannot yet sag. 
I told a very pleasing young lady, niece to one of 
the Prebendaries, at Whose house I saw her, I have 
come to Chester, Madam, I cannot tell how; and 
far less can I tell how I am to get away from it,” Do 
not think me too juyenile. I beg it of you, my dear 
Sir, to favour me. with a letter while I am here, and 
add to the happiness of a- happy friend, ai . 5 
Wh Wee veneration, 1 
+. 4 Map tent you | gifs 
oY r J Bosweza..” 


bo: « IC you do. vot rite Ferch e ms 
ere, I bal be disappointed. Two lines pt doo 
will e my nee 1 
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| „Wx should you „ 
p e Of what importance can it be to hear of dis 
tant friends, to a man who finds himself welcome 
wherever he goes, and makes new friends faster than 

he can want them ? If to the delight of sueh unver- 
sal kindness of reception, any thing can be added by 
2 2 7 that you retain my gy 70 FREE 


/ * 


; . 1 Nis Letitia Barnaton, 
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© dulge yourself in the full enjoyment of that s 
O08" em glad tibyou inal the round of O's | 
Sith 50 much success: the oftener you are seen, the 
more you will be liked. It was pleasing to me to 
read that Mrs. Aston was 80 well, er "TRE" Roy 
Porter was 80 glad to see you. | 

In the place where you now hee? thine is much 
00 be observed ; and you will easily procure yourself 
skilful directors.” But what will you do to keep away 
the 'black' dog that worries you at home:? If you 
would, 'in compliance with your father's advice, en- 
quire into the old tenures and old charters of Scot- 
land, you would certainly open to yourself many 
striking scenes of the manners of the middle ages. 
The feudal systern, in a country half-barbarous, is 
naturally productive of great anomalies in civil life. 
The knowledge of past times is naturally growing 
less in all cases not of publick record; and the past 
time of Scotland is so unlike the present, that it is 
already difficult ſor a Scotchman to image the 
cxconomy of his grandfather. Do not be tardy nor 
negligent ; but gather up ay yr can me be - 
Jound.* Bot 

We have, I think, once * 
ject,'a a History of the late insurrection in Scotland, 
_—_ burma: ch Oy ws . 


„nee Called aa Ly eee wk 
een 1 
have 3qme hereditary claim to be an Antiquary; not only from my 
Father, but as being descended, by the mother's side, from the able 
Har eee eee, eee 
W d e area porn 
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into uncontradieted history. Voltaire, who loved a 
striking story, des told what he could not find 0 
be true. | 
« You may wks been for either of these ' 
projects, or for both, as opportunities occur, and 
digest your materials at leisure. The great direc- 
tion which Burton has leſt to men disordered like : 
you, is this, Be not olitary; be not idle: which I 
would thus modify If you are _ be not solitary; 1 
of ae are solitary, be not idle. EE 
| *'66 There i is a letter for you, hom a 
| | 403 . Your btebl erin 0 
9 4 — 1779: * SAM." JOHNSON,” | 
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c My DEAR SI, en 8 1779. 
„ Tuar L should ns you to write to me 
at Chester, is not wonderful, when you consider what 

an avidity I have for delight; and that the amor of 
pleasure, like the amor nummi, increases in proportion 
Mith the quantity which we possess of it. Your 
letter, so full of polite kindness and masterly counsel, 

eame like a large treasure upon me, while already 
glittering with riches. I was quite enchanted at 
Chester, so that I could with difficulty quit it. But 
the enchantment was the reverse of that of Circ; 

for so far was there from being any thing sensual in 

it, that I was all mind. I do not mean all reason only; 
for my fancy was kept finely in play. And 'why 
not If you please I will send you a copy, or an 
abridgement of my Chester journal, t is NE a 
log-book of felicity, h 
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The Bishop treated me with 8 N 
* very flattering. I told him, that you regretted 
you had seen so little of Chester. His Lordship bade 


me tell you, that he should be glad to shew you more 
at it. I am proud to find the friendship with which 
you honour me is known. in so many places. 


L arrived here late last night. Our friend "he 
Dean, has been gone. from hence some months; but 
Lam told at my inn, that he is very populous (popu- 


lar.) However, I ſound Mr. Law, the Archdeacon, 


son to the Bishop, and with him I have breakfasted 
and dined very agreeably, I got acquainted with 
bim at the assizes here, about a year and a half ago; 
he is a man of great variety of knowledge, uncom- 
mon genius, and I believe, sincere religion. I re- 
ceived the holy sacrament in the Cathedral in the 
morning, this being the first Sunday in the month; 
and was at prayers there in the evening. It is 
divxinely cheering to me to think that there is a Cathe- 
dral so near Auchinleck; and I now leave Old Eng- 
land in such a state of mind as I am thankful to Gon 
ſor granting me. 


he black dag that e bete en | 
but dread; yet as I have been for some time past in 


a military train, I trust I sball-rep»/se him. To bear 


from you will animate me like the sound of a trum- 


pet; I thereſore hope, that scon after my return to 
ee. I shall receive a few lines * 


vou. 
. "Colonel Stuart did e de eee e 


| in his carriage t 5hew me Liverpool, and from thence 


IP DOORS, . we ere on 


l 


| i regen e 
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justice to my valuable wife, I must inform you she 
wrote to me, that as I was 80 happy, she would not 
be 80 selfish as to wish me to return sooner than 
business absolutely required my presence. She made 
my clerk write to me a post or two after to the Same 
purpose, by commission from her; and this day a 
Eind letter from her met me at the Post- Office ks 
acquainting me that she and the little ones wert well 
and expressing all their wishes for my return _ 
1 dn mov and more, my dear Sir, 
enen Your affectionate NOR 
And obliged humble METS 
| 8 Jute Bogus.” 


6 « 20 Janes revue, a. t e 


- - 4 
ae 


„ Dan BIR. 
e TJoun last letter was not * kind but fond. 
But I wish you to get rid of all intellectual excesses, 
and neither to exalt your pleasures, nor aggravate 
your vexations, beyond their real and natural state. 
Why should you not be as happy at Edinburgh as at 
Chester? In culpa est auimus, qui ge non effugit usquam. 
Please yourself with your wife and children, and 


: 


studies, and practice. 0 
I have sent a petition from Lucy Porter, wi 


which I leave 1 it to your discretion whether it is pro- 


accompanied it, and almost lot bis 1if by the climate. This im- 
partial order 1 should think a sufficient reſutation of the idle ru- 
mour that 4 there was still something behind the chrone Freater 
than the throne itself. 

4 Requesting me to inquire concerning the family of a gentleman 
who was then paying his addresses to Miss Doxy. 


- 
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per to comply. Return me her letter, which I bave 
sent, that you may know the whole case, and not be 
 8educed to any thing that you may afterwards repent. 
Miss Doxy perhaps you know to be Mr. Garrick's 
niece. 
| « It Dean Percy can be popular at Carliale, he 
may be very happy. He has in his disposal two 
_ hvings, each equal, or almost equal in value to the i 
deanery; he may take one nel, and giye ae 
other to his son. 

“How near is the Cathedral to Auchinleck, that 
you are so much delighted with it? It is, I suppose, 
at least an hundred and fifty miles off. However, 
if you are pleased, it is so far well. 

Let me know what reception you have from 
your father, and the state of his health. Please him 
. e JO, ALE. e no pain to his last 


years. 
0 Of our friends here I can recollect e to 
tell you. I have neither seen nor heard of Langton. 
Beauclerk is just returned from Brighthelmston, I am 
told, much better. Mr. Thrale and his family are 
still there; and his health is said to be n im- 
1 ; he has not bathed, but hunted. © > 
CE At Bolt-court there is much malignity, but 6f 
late little open kgetlity.® * I AE . une ou it 
is gens. 

155 . compliments ts Mes, Koevell, be 
„ EAT att i 

Tour bumble zervant, | 


; ©. Landon, Noytn 3, 1719+ = '* Saxc, Jonnzon.” 


ga nay 


_ 


marked. 
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On November 22, and December 21, I wrote to 
bim from Edinburgh, giving a very favourable re- 


port of the family of Miss Doxy's lover ;—that after 
a good deal of enquiry I bad discovered the sister of 


Mr. Francis. Stewart, one of his amanuenses when 


writing his Dictionary ;—that I had, as desired by 


him, paid her a guinea for an old pocket-book of her 


brother's which he had retained ; and that the good 


. woman, who was in very moderate circumstances, but 


contented and placid, wondered at his scrupulous and 
liberal honesty, and received the guinea as if sent her 
by Proyidence.— That I had repeatedly begged of 
him to keep bis promise to send me bis letter to 


Lord Chesterfield, and that this memento, like Delenda 


est Carthago, must be in every letter that I should 
write to him, till I had obtained my object. 


3 1780 ; ETAT, 71 12 1780 che world 2 
in impatience for the completion of his * Lives of the 
Poets, upon which be was employed $0 far as his 
indolence allowed him to labour. 


. I wrote to him on January 1, and Ry 13, 3 


ing him my notes of Lord Marchmont's information + 


concerning Pope; — complaining that I had not heard 
from him for almost four months, though he was two 
letters in my debt ;—that, I had suffered again from 
melancholy hoping that he had been in so much 
better company, (the Poets,) that he had not time to 


think of his distant friends ; for if that were the case, 


I should have some recompence for my uneaginess z 
— that the state of my affairs did not admit of my 


coming to London this year; and begging he would 


return me Goldsmith's two. my with his lines 
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His friend Dr. Lawrence having now suffered the 
greatest affliction to which'a man is liable, and which 
Johnson himself had felt in the most severe manner; 
Johnson wrote to him in an admirable strain of y- 
pathy . ö cotivolation.. tes # 


7 
* 1 
„ * 


1 4 10 * „ LAWRENCE. . 
5 "© DEAR" sin, SEISSDOST V1 £1 GBW G97 IEG 
Ar a time when all your! "friends ought to 
Ad their kindness, and with a character which 
ought to'make all that know vou your friends, you 
may wonder that you have yet heard nothing from. 
me. 

„ have been kindle by a vexations and inces- 
sant cough, for which within these ten days I have 
been bled once, fasted four or five times, taken phy- 
sick five times, and 1 I think, Six. This day i it 
seems to remit, | 

The loss, dear Sir, Which you bai lately as 
fered, I felt many years ago, and know therefore how 
much has been taken from you, and how little help 
can be had from consdlation. He that outlives a 
wiſe whom he has long loved, sees hitnself digjoined 
from the only mind that has the same hopes, and 
fears; and interest; from the only companion with 
whom he has red much good or evil ; and with 


whom he could set his mind at liberty, to retrace the 
past or anticipate the future. The continuity of 
being is lacerated; the settled course of sentiment 
and action is stopped; and life stands suspended 
and motionless, tilf it is driven by external causes 
into a new channel, © But the time of suspense is 


father. 
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Our first recourse in this distressed solitude, is, 


perhaps for want of habitual. piety, to a gloomy ac- 
quiescence in necessity. Of two mortal beings, one 

must lose the other; but surely there is a higher and 
better comfort to be drawn from the consideration of 
that Providence which watches over all, and a belief 
that the living and the dead are equally in the hands 


of Gov, who will reunite those whom he has sepa- 
rated; or who sees that it is best not to reunite. 
5 I am, dear Sir, 
« Your most affectionate, 
« And most humble servant, 


January 20, 1780. _ © SAM. Jonxsox.“ 


O JAMES BOSWELL, Esa. 


* DEAR SIR, 

c WII, 1a you de Ches | 

terfield letter ; but I will write once again without 

it. Never impose tasks upon mortals.” To require 
two things is the way to have them both undone. 

For the difficulties which you mention in your 

affairs I am sorry; but difficulty is now very gene- 


ral: it is not therefore less grievous, for there is less 
hope of help. I pretend not to give you advice, not 
knowing the state of your affairs; and general coun- 


sels about prudence and frugality would do you little 
good. You are, however, in the right not to in- 
crease your own perplexity by a journey hither ; and 
I hope that by Staying at home you will please your 


“Poor dear Beale a ut soles, dabis joca. 


His wit and his folly, his acuteness and malicious- 


VOL, III. 8 G 


= - THE LIFE OF [Erar, 71. 
ness, his merriment and reasoning, are now over. 
Such another will not often be found among man- 
kind. He directed himself to be buried by the side 
of his mother, an instance of tenderness which 1 
hardly expected. He has left his children to the care 
of Lady Di, and if she dies, of Mr. Langton, and of 
Mr. Leicester his relation, and a man of good cha- 
racter. His library has been' offered to 0 ane to the 
Russian ambassador.* 
Dr. Percy, notwithstanding all . noise of the 
newspapers, has had no literary loss. Clothes and 
moveables were burnt to the value of about one hun- 

dred pounds; but his papers, and T think his books, 
wow all preserved. 

Poor Mr. Thrale has been in extreme danger 

from an apoplectical disorder, and recovered, beyond 

the expectation of his physicians ; he is now at Bath, 

that his mind may be e _ Mrs. Thralc and 
Miss are with him. Ki 315 Th 

_ + Having told you what. has a e 20 your 
friends, let me say something to you of yourself. 
Lou are always: complaining of melancholy, and I 

conclude from those complaints that you are ſond 

_ of it. No man talks of that which he is desirous to 

. conceal, and every man desires te conceal that of 
which he is ashamed. Do not pretend to deny it; 

jabemus furem ; make it an inyariable and 

<bligatry law to yourself, never to mention your 
Kg nt" pas if you are never > eons of 


Mr. Beaudlerk:'s ile was Hobie; Acbice nnginn. fo 
April and May 1981, for gon. | 
By a fite in Northunberland-tbuxe,/ where be had an apart- 
ment, in which 1 have passed many an agreeable hour, ve 


nious and worthy man. 


the correspondence between Johnson and her | was 
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them, you will think on them but little, and if you 
think little of them, . they will molest you rarely, 


When you talk of them, it is plain that you want 
either praise or pity; for praise there is no room, 


and pity will do you no good; therefore, ſrom this 


hour speak no more, think no more, about them. 
% Your transaction with Mrs. Stewart gave me 


great satisfaction; I am much obliged to you for 


your attention. Do not lose sight of her; your 
countenance may be of great credit, and of conse- 


quence of great advantage to her. The memory of 
ORE mn ns reg reg 


4 Please to make my complanonts to your lady, 
Ae ee e 190117 Mn 
une LOI Nu! 

| « I am, ri 15 
| 4. Your's been. 
| CIOTOS n t er leer 


Mrs, Thrale being ne wich bee 


carried on briskly. . I shall present my readers with 


one of her original letters to him at this time, which 
will amuse them probably more than those well- 
written but studied epistles which sbe has inserted 


in her collection, because it exhibits the easy viva- 
city of their literary interooursc. It is also of value 


nàs a key to Johnson's answer, which she has printed 


by itself, and of which r Shall TOTO extracts. 


= 1 9 
. = = 
* his 
GG | 
#4 g - 
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ws MRS, THRALE TO DR. JOHNSON. 


I nap a very kind letter from you yesterday, 
dear Sir, with a most circumstantial date. You took 
trouble with my circulating letter, Mr. Evans writes 
me word, and I thank you sincerely for so doing: 

one might do mischief else not being on the spot. 
LTLesterday's evening was passed at Mrs. Mon- 
tagu's: there was Mr. Melmoth; I do not like him 
tougli, nor he me; it was expected we should have 
pleased each other; he is, however, just Tory enough 
to hate the Bishop of Peterborough * for Whiggism, 
and Whig enough to abhor you for Toryism. 

% Mrs. Montagu flattered him finely ; 8 he had 
a good afternoon on t. This evening we spend at a 

concert, Poor Queeney's* sore eyes have just re- 
leased her; she had a long confinement, and could 
neither read nor write, so my master treated her very 
good -naturedly with the visits of a young woman in 
this town, a taylor's daugbter, who professes musick, 
and teaches so as to give six lessons a day to ladies, 
at five and threepence a lesson. Miss Burney says 
she is a great performer; and I respect the wench 
ſor getting her living so prettily; she is very modest 
and pretty- mannered, and not seventeen years old. 
„ You live in 'a fine whirl indeed; if I did not 
write regularly you would half forget me, and that 
* ee wrong, for 1 yu my Ng ak hon 


* De. John Hincklifie. 5 
6 A kind of nick-name given to Mrs. Thrale's eldest daughter, 
whose name being E:ther, she might be assimilated to a Zxeen, 
7 Mr, Thrale, 
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in e ak . eee | | 
going On. 1 tf $\ "143? FF n | 


This morning it * eee 
went to see some pictures painted by a gentleman - 
artist, Mr. Taylor, of this place-; my master makes 
one, every where, and has got æ good dawling com- 
panion to ride with him naw. . He. 
looks well enough, but I have no notion of health for 
a man whose mouth cannot be sewed up, | Burney 
and JI and Queeney teize him every meal he eats, 
and Mrs. Montagu is quite serious with him but 
what can one do? He will eat, I think, and if he 
does eat I know he will not live; it makes nie very 
ynhappy, but I must bear it. OO 
ER TI am, most sincerely, dear Sir, 
G N. rf: lit MU faithful-servant, 2 
Bah Fay, April H. L. Bs 
© FEE 1 r ee 
* DR, eee T9 MBS: THRALE, 
„ bobs bag, mid of.0) 2 be 6, 
al N DBARRST MADAM, - that 44 Ae S048 
Mun. Tung never with; PE | 
till he can an himself to live 3 
ene r een 
musical girl.. 054-4 eee ec 
3 — common than mutual: Alsllke, 
ide mae approbation is particularly expected 
benevolent; and as attention is strongly excited; 80 
that nothing drops unheeded, any difference in taste 
or opinion, and some difference where there is no 
restraint, will neee enn 
Wann CEO enen en ee 


„ee taken the liberty to leah wht e. Ky 


2 Wn ns Ta, 
r 
8 ne nd” * 


* 
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„ © THE" LIFB or tn. 
Never let criticisms opetate upon your face or 
your mind; it is very rarely that an authour is hurt 
by his eriticks. The blaze of reputation cannot be 
blown but, but it oſten dirs in the socket ;; a very 
few names may be considered as perpetual lamps 
| that shine unconsumed. From the authour of 
; © Fitzoebdriie's letters I cannot think myself in much 
ago; ad in some small dispute ' reduced bim to 
whistle; having not seen him since, that is the last 
impression. Poor os the / e eren 
the « company: 3 AAS 1 73 11 1 0 WW 
Mrs. e long atay, against nn 
clination, is very convenient. Tou would, hy your 
en eee companion; and she oval 


pluridus; convervitg with her you 97.00" gg F 
in ONE, 33 = 1 WIA, 3.944 if ; | 
London, May 1,1780.“ | | 
EFT LT & 4 HH» er oke A. 


5 | On the 2d of May I wrote to him, and requested 

| that we might have another meeting somewhere in 

the North of England, in the autumm of this year. 

From Mr. Langton I received soon after this 
time a letter, of which I extract 4 passage, "relative 
both to Mr. Beauclerk and Dr. Johnson. Wi ben 
The melancholy information you have received 

concerning Mr. Beaucterk's death i is: true. Had his 
talents been directed in any sufficient degree as 
they aught, Lbave always been strongly of bpinion 
that they were calculated to make an illustrious 
figure z:antl that opinion, as it had been in part 
farmed; upon Dr. Johnson's judgment, receives more 


and more confirmation by hearing, what since his 
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few evenings ago, he was at Mr. Vesey's, where Lord 
Althorpe, who was one of a numerous company 
there, addressed Dr. Johnson on the. subject of 
Mr. Beauclerk's death, saying, Our CLus has had 
a great loss since we met last. He replied, A 
loss, that perhaps the whole nation could not repair 
The Doctor then went on to speak of his endow- 
ments, and particularly extolled the wonderſul ease 
with which . he uttered what was highly excellent, 
He said, that no man ever was so free when be was 
going to say a good thing, from a look that expressed 
that it was coming; or, when he had said it, from 
a look that expressed that it had come. At Mr. 
Fhrale's, some days beſore when we were talking on 
the same subject, he said, referring to the sams idea 
of his wonderful. facility, © That Beauclerk's talents 
were those which he had felt himself more 
to envy, than those of any whom he had known.” 

On the evening I have spoken of above, at Mr. 
Vesey's, you would have been much gratified, as 
it exhibited an instance of the high importance in 
which Dr. Johnson's character is held, I think even 
beyond any I ever before was witness to, The com- 
pany consisted chiefly of ladies, among whom were 
the Duchess Dowager of Portland, the Duchess of 
Beaufort, whom I suppose from ber rank, 1 must 
name before. her mother Mrs. Boscawen, and her 

elder sister Mrs, Lewson, who was like wise there ; 
Lady Lucan, Lady Clermont, and others of note 
both for their station and understandings. Among 
the gentlemen were Lord Althorpe, whom I have 
before named, Lord Macartney, Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds, Lord Lucan, Mr. Wraxal, whose book you 
have probably seen, The Tozr to the Northern Parts | 
2 
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of Europe; a very agreeable ingenious man; Dr. 
Warren, Mr. Pepys, the Master in Chancery, whom 
J believe you know, and Dr. Barnard, the Provost of 
Eton. As soon as Dr. 7Johntioti Wes" Wie in and 
had taken a chair, the company began to collect 
round him, till they became not less than ſour, if 
not five, deep; those behind standing, and listening 
over the heads of those that were sitting near him 
The conversation for some time was chiefly between 
Dr. Johnson and the Provost of Eton, while the 
others contributed occasionally their remarks. With- 
out attempting to detail the particulars of the con- 
versation, which perhaps if I did, I should spin my 
account out to a tedious length, I thought, my dear 
Sir, this · general account of the respect with which 
our valued eng was wan and 1874 pa gag be ac- 
N , 8 . 
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e £29 as ' SALTER: 18 iR 1. 
3 vs Know” your pen to second any lite- 
rary attempt, and therefore venture upon the liberty 
of entreating you to procure from College or Uni- 
yersity registers, all the dates, or other informations 
which they can supply, relating to Ambrose Philips, 
Broome, and Gray, who were all of Cambridge, and 
of whos lives I am to give such accounts as J can 
; * By pleased to forgive this trouble from, Sir, 
Your most humble servant,* 

15858 42 42 dy © AOL Dl BAM. . 

"2A: cient; 118 ar wal byock hon 

"While Johnson was thus engaged in Wu a 
"delightful _ entertainment dad the world, the 
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tranquillity of the metropolis of Great-Britain” was 
unexpectedly disturbed, by the most horrid eries.of 
outrage that ever disgraced a civilized country.” A 
relaxation of some of the severe penal provisions 
agai nst our fellow subjects of the Catholic e. commu · 
nion had been granted by the legislature, with an 
opposition 80 inconsiderable, that the genuine mild- 
ness of Christianity, united with liberal policy, seemed 
to have become general in this island. But à dark 
and malignant spirit of persecution soon shewed 
itself, in an unworthy petition or the repeal 'of the 
wise and humane statute. That petition was brought 
forward by a mob, with the evident purpose of inti- 
midation, and was justliy rejected. But the attempt 
was accompanied and followed” by such daring vio- 
lence as is unexampled in history. Of this extraor- 
dinary tumult, Dr. Johnson has given the following 
coneise, lively, and Joo account | in his“ LO to 
* Thrale: 57 Fun 46s 
On Friday,“ the 2800 Proficinis met in Saint 
's-Fields, at the summons of Lord George 
Gordon, and marching to Westminster, insulted the 
Lords and Commons, who all bore it with great 
tameness. At night the ontrages began by the de- 
molition of the mass house by Lincoln's-Inn 
An exaet journal of à week's defiange of go- 
vernment I cannot give you. On Monday, Mr. 
Strahan,” who had been insulted, spoke to Lofd 
Mansfield, who had I think heen insulted tob, of 
the licentiousness of the populace 3 and his Lordship 


e ee eren, Ame 
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letters, without mentioning dates. ig A 
* June 2, 
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treated ĩt as a very slight irregularity. On Tuesday 
night they pulled down Fielding's housc, “ and burnt 
his goods in the street. They had, gutted on Mon- 
day Sir George Savile's house, but the building was 
ved. On Tuesday evening, leaving Fielding's 
ruins, they went to Newgate to demand their com- 
panions who had been seized demolishing the chapel. 
The keeper could; not release them but by the 
Mayor's permission, which he went to ask; at his 
return; be found all the prisoners released, and New- 
gate in a blaze. They then went to Bloomsbury, 
and fastened upon Lord Mansſield's house, which 
they pulled down; and as ſor his goods, they totally 
— them, They; have since gone to Caen-wood, 
but a guard was there, before them. They plun- 
dered come Papiats,I-think, and bura. „mere baue 
in Moorfields the same night. 
On Wednexday L walked vi Dr. Scot toilook 
at Newgate, and found it in ruins, witþ the fire yet 
_ glowing. - As I went by, the Protestants:were:p lan- 
dering the Sessions-house at the Old-Bailey. There 
were not, I believe, a hundred; but they did their 
work at leisure, in full security, without sentinels, 
without trepidation, as men lamſully employed, in 
ch is the cowardice of .a commercial 


i Wood street ere edel 
weinen ieee let 


Neale ont r Mintel 
e ee be e e a 
then dead. It was Justice Hyde's house in St. Martin's-street, 
„ e 9 
- xtreet. wo 12 25 ; 
| 17 1 , 
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At night they set fire to the Fleet, and to the 
King's-Bench, and I know not how many other 
places; and one might zee the glare of conflagra- 
tion fill the sky from many parts. The sight - w˖Ʒs 
dreadful. Some people were threatened: Mr. Strahan 
advised me to take care of myself. Such a time 
of terrour you have been happy in not seeing. 
The King said in council, That the inagi 
had not done their duty, but that he would do his 
own; and a prodlamatiom was published; directitig 
us to keep our servants within doors, as the peace 
was now td be preserved by force. The soldiers 
were sent out to different 1 2 men 
Lune 9, at quiet. 115361, n ie Tins? Hume 
The soldiers are stationed nde every whens 
within call: there is no longer any body of noters, 
and the individuals are hunted: to their holes, and 
led to prison; Lord George was last night sent to 
the Tower. Mr. John Wilkes was this day in my 


neighbourhood, to wrize G 


paper. 
* Bevceal chapela en oa 


inoffensive Papists have been plundered; but the 


high sport was to burn the gaols. This was a good 
rabble triek, The debtors and the criminals were all 
set at liberty ; but of the criminals, as bas always 
happened, many are already retaken-;z/ and two pi- 


rates have surrendered enen s 


that. they will be perdobed nn foto bu 
4 2 A 
force; and we are all under the ꝓrutection of the 
King and the law. I thought that it would be 
agreeable to you and my master to haye my testi- 
mony to the publick security; and that you-would 


46⁰ THE LIFE OP [Arar. 71, 
1 Ae en chat you are 
safe,” 111) 


There We nem: an e penick 
e the King was the first that recovered. 
Without the concurrence of his ministers, or the 
assistance of the civil magistrate, he put the soldiers 
in motion, and saved the town from calamities, such 
as a rabble's government must naturally produce.“ 
The publick has escaped a very heavy calamity. 
The rioters attempted the Bank on Wednesday 
night, but in no great number; and like other 
thieves, with no great resolution. Jack Wilkes 
headed the party that drove them away. It is agreed, 
khat if they hat seized the Bank on Tuesday, at the 
height of the panick, when no resistance had been 
prepared, they might have carried irrecoverably away 
whatever they had found. Jack, who was always 
zealous for order and decency, declares, that if he 
be trusted with power, he will not leave a rioter 
alive. There is, however, now no longer any need 
of heroism c or Weed no Me end“? * 

Such was e of this l lten, from 
which London was. delivered by the magnanimity of 

the Sovereign himself. Whatever some may main- 
tain, I am satisfied that there was no combination 
or plan, either domestio or foreign; but that the 
mischief spread by a gradual contagion of frenzy, 
augmented by the quantities of fermented liquors, of 
which the deluded populace ge ſe phe r uy. 
| rg eee ORR ban ; SU 
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I should think myself very much to blame, did I 
here neglect to do justice to my esteemed friend Mr. 


Akerman, the keeper of Newgate, who long dis- 


charged a very important trust with an uniform 
intrepid firmness, and at the same time a tenderness 
and a liberal charity, which entitle him to ** re- 
corded with distinguished hon our. 

Upon this occasion, from the timidity 80 3 
gence of magistracy on the one hand; and the almost 
incredible exertions of the mob on the other, the 
first prison of this great country was laid open, and 
the prisoners set free; but that Mr. Akerman, whose 
house was burnt, would have prevented all this, had 
neee * 1 een 
be no doubt. x 71 
| Many years 4g0, a fone eee in tho! brick 
part which was built as an addition to the old gaol 
of Newgate. The prisoners were in consternation 
and tumult, calling out, We shall be burnt-we 

shall be burnt! Down with the gate down with 
the gate! Mr, Akerman hastened to them, shewed 


himself at the gate, and having, after some conſused 


vociferation of * Hear him hear him !” obtained a 
silent attention, be then calmly told them, that the 
gate must not go down; that they were under his 
escape: but that he could assure them, they need 
not be afraid of being butnt, for that the fire was not 
in the prison, properly so called, which was strongly 
built with stone; and that if they would engage to 
be quiet, he himself would come in to them, and 
conduct them to the further end of the building, 
and would not go out till they gave him leave. To 


this proposal hay agreed ; upon which. Mr. Aker» - 


3 
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man, having first made them fall hack kom the 
gate, went in, and with a determined resolution or- 
the gate, even though the prisoners (though he 
trusted they would not) should break their word, and 
by ſorce bring himself to order it. Never mind 
me, (said he,) should that happen.“ The prisoners 
peaceably followed him, while he conducted them 
through passages of which he had the keys, to the 
extremity of the gaol, which was most distant from 
the fire. Having, by this very judicious conduct, 
| fully satisfied them that there was no immediate risk, 
BY if any at all, be then addressed them thus: Gen- 
| tlemen, you are now convinced that I told you true. 
I have no doubt that the engines will soon extinguish 
this fire; if they should not, a sufficient guard will 
come, and you shall all be taken out and lodged in 
the Compters. I assure you, upon my word and 
honour, that I have not a farthing insured. I have 
left my house, that I might take care of you. I will 
keep my promise, and stay with you if you insist 
upon it; but if you will allow me to go out and look 
aſter my family and property, I shall be obliged to 
you,” Struck with his behaviour, they called out, 
Master Akerman, you have done bravely; it was 
very kind in you: by all means go and take care of 
your own concerns. He did so accordingly, yn 
op remained, and were all preserved. 
Johnson has been heard to relate the def 
chis story with high praise, in which he was joined 
by Mr. Burke. My illustrious friend, speaking of 
Mr. Akerman's kindness to his prisoners, pronounced 
this eulogy upon his character: He who has long 


— 
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and is yet eminent for the humanity of his disposition, 
must have had it originally in a great degree, and 
continued to cultivate it very carefully. - 
In the course of this month my brother David 
; waited upon Dr. Johnson, with the following letter 
of introduction, which I had taken care Should be 
Ving ready on his arrival | in 12 


. *. SAMUEL JOHNSON, 


* Mr DAA sn, „ Eainburgh April 29, 1780, 


„Tuts will be delivered to you by my brother 
David, on his return from Spain. Tou will be glad 
to see the man who yowed to stand by the old 
castle of Auchinleck, with heart, purse, and sword; 
that romantick family solemnity devised by me, 
of which you and I talked with complacency upon 
the spot. I trust that twelve years of absence have 
not lessened his ſeudal attachment; and that you 
will find him wortby of being e to r 


1 „ a may 
ure FR | 
24 23% het eee 
1 den mes chil bumble n. 
e 46> ”Y err pag 


Aa — e and had thus 
mentioned him in a letter to Mrs. Thrale :* „ I have - 
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2 Val. u. p. 163. "Mis Piozzi has omitted Ann 
knows why. | 


1 


bad with me a brother of Boswel's, a 1 mer- 


#1 
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chant,* whom: the war. has driven from bis residence 


at Valencia; he is gone to see his friends, and will 
find Scotland but a sorry place after twelve years“ 


ain a happier climate. 3 agree 


0 10 „4 AT ABERDEEN. 
; cc SIR, 
4% Monk abel I bare any delight to reckon, 


ho: past since you and I saw one another; of this, 
however, there is no reason for making any repre- 


bensory complaint—-Sic fata frrunt. But methinks 
there might pass some stnall interchange of regard 


between us. If you say, that I ought to have writ- 
ten, I now write; and I write to tell you; that I 
"have much kindness for you and Mrs. Beattie ; ani 
that I wish your health better, and your W long. 
Try change of air, and come a few degrees South- 


wards ; a soſter climate may de you both good; 


winter is coming on; and London will be warmer, 
and gayer, and hover, an Wem 
ment than Aberdeen. 

« My health — but that will be little in 
the balance, when I tell you that Mrs. Montagu 
has been very ill, and is I doubt now but weakly. 
Mr. Thrale has been very dangerously disordered; 
but is much better, and I hope will totally recover. 
He has withdrawn himself from business the whole 
summer. eee eee eee eee * 


TY F 411 
94 . Fl 1 


s als ns. in La 2 885 | | 
|. + I had been five years absent from London. Barr. 


U 
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Mr. Davies has got great success as an authour, ge- 
nerated by the corruption of a bookseller. More 
news I have not to tell you, and therefore you must 
be contented with hearing, what I know not wheter . 
you much wish to hear,” that I am, Sir, 25 | 
„ Your most humble servant, 
« Bolt-Court, Fleet-street, e of 55 
be 91, % 2 Jonnsox.” | 


© FO JAMES e E8a. | 


© DEAR SIR, | | | 
en e 
taciturnity, and have resolyed not to write till you 
are written to; it is but a peevich humour, but you 
shall have your way. * | 
I have sat at home in Bolt-court, all the sum- 
mer, thinking to write the Lives, and a great part of 
the time only thinking. Several of them, however, 
are done, and I still think to do che rest. | 


Mr. Thrale and his family/ have, since bi i 
nn pe amd then 1 


„e te Memoirs mn a 
of which Johnson (as Davies informed me) wrote the first sentence; $54 | 
thus giving as it were, the keynote to the performance. It is, 
indeed, very characteristical of its authour, beginning with a maxim, 
3 

corded. I chall, therefore, thin it superſluous to apologize for 
writing the life of a man, who by an uncommon auzemblage of pri. 
vate virtves, adorned the highest eminence in a publick profession. - 
| * 1 wish he had omitted the <uspicion expressed here, though 1 2 
believe he meant nothing but jocularity; for though be and T 2 
Giferd cometimesin opinion, ho well know how thach 1 Jovelad | 
revered him. BrarTIE, | e | 
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Brighthelmston; but I have been at neither place. 
I would have gone to Lichfield, if I could have had 
time, and I might have had time if I had been actiye ; 
but I haye missed much, and done little. 
ce In the late disturbances, Mr. Thrale's house and 
stock were in great danger; the mob was pacified at 
their first invasion, with about fiſty pounds in drink 
and meat; and at their second, were driven away by 
the e Mr. Strahan got a garrison into his 
house, and maintained them a fortnight ; he was so 
frighted that he removed part of his "ERGY A. 
Williams took shelter in the country. 

I know not whether I shall get a-ramble this 
autumn; ; it is now about the time when we were 
travelling. I have, however, better health than I 
had then, and hope you and I may yet shew ourselyes 
on some part of Europe, Asia, or Africa,” In the 
mean time let us play no trick, but keep each other's 
Eindness by all means in our power, - - 

The bearer of this is Dr. Dunbar, of Aber 
deen, who has written and published a very inge. 
| ious: book, and who I think has a kindness for me, 

FM | _ and will, when he knows . have a kindness for 


7 ly e N ann 
1 


ö 


© 2. It will, no doubt, be remarked how he avoids the rebe/liors 

land of America. This puts me in mind of an anecdote, for which 
I amobliged to my worthy social friend Governour Richard Penn: 
1 At one af Miss E. Hervey's assemblies, Dr. Johnson was follow- 

Ing her up and down the wom; upon which Lord Abingdon ob. 
erved to het, Vour great friend is very fond of you; you can go 

no where without him.“ Ay, (said she), he would follow me to 

r 

wich you to , IE 

* = Eaapron the Hinerye Mankind. 7 5 i 
1 2 
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suppose your little ladies are grown tall; and 
your son is become a learned young man. I love 


| them all, and I love your naughty lady, whom I never 
shall persuade to love me. When the Lives are done, 
I shall send them to complete her collection, but 
must send them in paper, as Fun b 


cannot bind them to fit the rest. 


J am, Sir, 
 *&, Yours most affectionately, 7 
6 ' London, Aug. 21, bogs © SAM; laude 


- 


This year ke wrote e 


country, the following very excellent letter, which 


contains wee nenn ee 


* DEAR sin, 2 | 
254121 8s Nor many days ago De. — chewed 


me a letter, in which you make mention of me; I 


hope, therefore, you will not be displeased that I en- 


deavour to preserve your good - will by some observa- 
= tions which your letter suggeated to me. e t 
Jou are afraid of falling into some improprie- - 


dies in che day service by reading 60 an audience 
that requires no exactness. Your fear, I hope, 


secures you from danger. They who contract ab- 


surd habits are such as have no fear. It is impossi- 
ble to do the same thing very oſten, without some 
peculiarity of manner: but that manner may be 
good or bad, and a little care will at least preserve it 
from being bad: to make it good, there must, I think, 
be something of natural or casual felicity, which 


cannot be taught. 


« rr 
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seems very judicious. Few frequent preachers can 


be supposed to have sermons more their own than 
yours will be. Take care to register, somewhere or 


ther, the authours from whom your several dis- 


courses are borrowed ; and do not imagine that you 
hall always remember, even what perhaps you now 
think it impossible to forget. 

“My advice, however, is, that you attempt, from 
ume to time, an original sermon; and in the labour 
of composition, do not burthen your mind with 400 
much at once; do not exact from yourself at one 
effort of excogitation, propriety of thought and ele- 
gance of expression. 
bellish. The ꝓroduction of something, where no- 
thing was before, is an act of greater energy than the 
expansion or decoration of the thing produced. Set 
Gown diligently your thoughts as they rise, in the first 
words that'6ceur;; und, when you have matter, you 
will easily give it ſorm: nor, perhaps, will this me- 
thod be always necessary; ſor by n, yo | 
thoughts and dietion will ſlow / togetber. 

„The composition of sermons is not very ft 
cult: the divisions not only help the memory of the 
Heater, but direct the judgement of the writer; they 
1 een ——— e | 
e Wbet L like desst in dworbemer h enen 
of the manners of your parich 3 from which I gather, 
that it has been long neglectedby the parson. The 
Dean of Carlisle, WhO was then a little rector in 
r that it dean pd dis- | 


| + Dram Bag of Dear, 


Invent first, and then em- 
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in a parish by the civil or savage manner of the peo- 
ple. Such a congregation as yours stands in need of 
much reformation ; and I would not have you think 
it impossible to reform them. A very savage parish 
was civilized by a decayed gentlewoman, who came 
among them to teach a petty school. My learned 


469. 
cerned whether or no there was a clergyman resident 


friend Dr. Wheeler of Oxford, when he was a your g 


man, had the care of a neighbouring parish for fifteen} _ 
pounds a year, which he was never paid 3 but he 


counted it a convenience that it compelled him to 
make a sermon weekly. One woman he could not 


bring to the communion; and, when he reproved 


or exhorted her, she only answered, that she was no 
scholar. He was advised to set some good woman 
or man of the parish, a little wiser than herself, to 
talk to her in a language level to her mind. Such 


honest, I may call them holy artifices, must be pra- 


tised by every clergyman; for all means must be 
tried by which souls may be saved. Talk to your 


upon religious subjects, the more willingly they will 
attend, and the more submissively they will learn. A 
clergyman's diligence always makes him venerable, 
I think I have now only to say, that in the momen- 


; 6 1 tis 7 a + vi. 
| & Your mos: humble e. 
6& Bal Ag. 309186 - „San. Jonxson.“ 


My next letters to bim ors dated Angie BG 
September 6, and October 1, and from then. I ex- 


n 


people, however, as much as you can; and you wit! 
find, that the more frequently you converse with them 


* 
* 


C | 
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e My brother David and I find the long · indulged 


fancy of our comfortable meeting again at Auchin- 
leck, so well realised, that it in some degree confirms 
the pleasing hope of ere, . in a fu- 


ture state. 


* I beg'that-you may never again harbour a sus- 


| picion of my indulging a peevish humour, or playing 


tricks; you will recollect, that when I confessed to 
you, that I had once been intentionally silent to try 


Pour regard, I ee eee eee ä 


would not do so again. 


I rejoice. G ybor good unte of bealth; 1 
prey Gon to continue it long. I have often said, 


that I would willingly have ten years added to my 


life, to have ten taken from yours; I mean, that I 
would be ten years older to have you ten years 
younger. But let me be thankful for the years dur- 
ing which I have enjoyed your friendship, and please 


myself with the hopes of enjoying it many years to 


come in this state of being, trusting always, that in 


another state, we shall meet never to be separated. 
Of this we can form no notion; but the thought, 
| though ines, is n e when the r 
calm and clear. 


ee ie ee neee : 
but you give me no account of your own situation, 


during the barbarous anarchy. A description of it 


by Ds. Jonxsox would be a great painting ;* you 
might write another Loxpox,'a Porn.” 

am charmed with your condescending affec- 
tionate- expression, let us keep each other's kind- 
ness by all the means in our power ;* my revered 


e r e e u . | 


ieee. 
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found worthy to be a companion to Dr. Samuel John- 


son! All that you have said in grateful praise of Mr. 


Walmsley, I have long thought of you; but we are 
both Tories, which has a very general influence upon 
our sentiments. I hope that you will agree to meet 
me at York, about the end of this month; or if 

will come to Carlisle, that would be better still, in 
case the Dean be there. Please to consider, that to 


keep each other's kindness, we should every year have 
that free and intimate communication of mind which 


can be had only when we are together. We should 
have both our solemn and our pleasant talk.“ 

« I write now for the third time, tb tell you that 
my desire for our meeting this autumn, is much in- 
creased. I wrote to Squire Godfrey Bosville, my 
Yorkshire' chief, that I should, perhaps, pay him a 
visit, as I was to hold a conference with Dr. Johnson 


at York. I give you my word and honour that I said 


not a word of his inviting you; but man to me 
as ſollows: 


© I need not tell „e lnb bo how yn | 


here the latter end of this month, as you propose ; 

and I shall likewise be in hopes that you will per- 
snade Dr. Johnson to finish the conference here. It 
will add to the favour of your own company, if you 
prevail upon such an associate, to assist your obser- 


vations. I have often been entertained with his wri- 


tings, and I once belonged to a club of which he was 


a member, and I never spent an evening there, but I 
heard something from him well worth remembering.” 


© We have thus, my dear Sir, good comfortable 


quarters in the neighbourhood of York, where you 


may be assured we shall be heartily welcome. I pray 
you then resolve to set out; and let not the year 
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1780 be a blank in our social calendar, and in that 
record of wisdom and wit, which I keep with so 
much diligence, to 5 and the instruetion 

| and delight of others. - ud 


| Mr. Thrale had now another contest ſor the re- 
presentation in parliament of the borough of South- 
wark, and Johnson kindly lent him his assistance, by 
writing advertisements ny letters for him. I shall 
insert one as a specimen: N | 


4 ro THE WORTHY ELECTORS OF THE BOROQUGU or 
. , N SOUTHWARK. 


- GENTLEMEN, | 
| A xRWw Parliament 5 called, 1 again 
| solicit the honour of being elected for one of your re- 
_ -  presentatives ; and. solicit it with the greater confi- 
| dence, as I am not conscious of having neglected my 
duty, or of having acted otherwise than as becomes 
the independent representative of independent con- 
stituents; superiour to fear, hope, and expectation,who 
has no private purposes to promote, and whose pros- 
perity is involved in the prosperity of his country. 
As my recovery from a very severe distemper is not 
yet perfect, I have declined to attend the Hall, and 
hope an omiaion 5 necessary will not be ar 
censured. | 
I can only, send my rexpeciful wishes, that all 
your deliberations may tend to the happinoss of - the 
orion and the peace of the borough. E 
ſo J am, Gentlemen, 5 
«© Your most faithful 177 55 
« And boden servant, 
2 ebe Sep: 5 n Tuna,” 
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On his birth-day, Johnson has this note, *I am 
now beginning the seventy-second year of my life, 
with more strength of body, and greater vigour of 
mind, than I think is common at that age.” But 
still he complains of sleepless nights and idle days, 
and forgetfulness, or neglect of resolutions. He 
thus pathetically expresses himself, © Surely I shall 
not spend my whole life with my own total disap- 
probation.” 

Mr. Macbean, whom I have mentidved aily hui 
once, as one of Johnson's humble friends, a deserv- 
ing but unfortunate man, being now oppressed by 
age and poverty, Jolinson solicited the Lord Chan- 
cellor Thurlow, to have him admitted into the- Char- 
ter-house. I take the liberty to insert his Lord- 
Ship's answer, as 1 am eager to embrace every occa- 
sion of augmenting the respectable notion which 
should ever be eee of my EY friend : 


4 10 pn. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 


e RET Lovin, Grid; 456 
„In this moment received your letter, 
dated the 19th, and returned from Bath. 

In the beginning of the summer I placed one in | 
the Chartreux, without the sanction of a recommen- 
dation so distinct and so authoritative as yours of 
| Macbean; and I am afraid, that according to the 
f establishment of the House, the opportunity of mak- 
| ing the chatity so good amends will not soon recur, 

FF 5 But whenever a vacancy shall happen, if you'll favour 
me with notice of it, I will try to recommend him to. 


prayer | and Med | itati ons p. 165. : 
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the place, even though it should not ben tum % 


nominate. 3 
| = Lame mim eg 
| 1 Jour most faithful 
_” 5 ; « And obedient Servant, 
, Ee FA | «© TyurLOow.” herr 


rick F BOSWELL me. 


by DEAR SIR, _ 
re, I aw on to write you a letter that will not 
please you, and yet it is at last what I resolye to do, 
This year must pass without an interview; the sum- 
mer has been foolishly lost, like many other of my 
Summers and winters. I hardly saw a green field, 
but staid in town to work, without working much. 
Mr. Thrale's loss of health has lost him the 
election; he is now going to Brighthelmston, and 
expects me to go with him; and how long I shall 
stay, I cannot tell. I do not much like the place, 
but yet I shall go, and stay while my stay is desired. 
We must, therefore, content ourselves with knowing 
what we know as well as man can know the mind of 
man, that we love one another, and that we 
each other's happiness, and that the lapse of a * 
cannot lessen our mutual kindness. . _ 
I was pleased to be told that I 3 M. 
Boswell unjustly, in supposing that she bears me ill- 
will. . I love you 80 much, that I would be glad to 
love all that love you, and that you loye.; and I have | 
loye very ready for Mrs. Boswell, if she thinks it 8 
worthy of acceptance. I hope. all the young n ' 
and gentlemen are well. | 


nnn He tells 


I Ab Song oa F 
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. 4. b. 1780.) Ds, 10 HNSON, -. ors 
me that his father received him kindly, but not fondly; 
however, you scem to have lived well enough at 
Auchinleck, while you staid. Make ” aus father. as 
happy as you can. 

« You lately told me of your health : I can tell 

you in return, that my health has been for more 
than a year past, better than it has been for many 
years before. Perhaps it may please Gop to give 


us some time together before we are parted. "i 
J am, dear Sir, | 
Tours, most affectionately, | 
« October 15, 1780. „ Sax. Jonxsox.“ 
| I 
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